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INTRODUCTION: WHY A LIST OF
BARBIE MOVIES IN ORDER
MATTERS

Since  her  debut  in  1959,  Barbie  has
been much more than a doll;  she has
become a cultural  icon who empowers
children to imagine endless possibilities.
One of the most beloved extensions of
the Barbie brand is the animated movie
series, which began in 2001 with Barbie
in  the  Nutcracker.  These  films  have

sparked  imaginations,  taught  life
lessons,  and  provided  wholesome
entertainment  for  over  two  decades.
Whether  you  are  a  parent  looking  to
introduce  these  classics  to  a  new
generation, a collector cataloging every
release,  or  a  fan  revisiting  childhood
favorites,  having  a  complete  and
accurate  list  of  Barbie  movies  in
order  is essential.  This guide presents
every  official  Barbie  feature  film
chronologically,  along  with  brief
descriptions and key details to help you
navigate  this  enchanting  cinematic
universe.  By the end,  you will  have a
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clear  roadmap  from  the  earl iest
computer-animated  adventures  to  the
modern,  high-grossing  Barbie  live-
action  phenomenon.

THE BEGINNINGS: 2001–2005

The  first  wave  of  Barbie  movies
established  the  formula  of  adapting
classic  stories  and  fairy  tales  with  a
Barbie  twist.  These  early  films  used  a
mix  of  traditional  animation  and  early
computer-generated  imagery,  setting
the  stage  for  the  beloved  series.

1. Barbie in the

Nutcracker
(2001)
A  magical  retelling  of  E.T.A.  Hoffmann’s
classic ballet, this film features Barbie as
Clara, who receives a nutcracker doll on
Christmas  Eve.  When  the  nutcracker
comes to life and battles the Mouse King,
Clara embarks on a journey through a
winter  wonder land.  Th is  movie
introduced  the  iconic  "Barbie  as  the
narrator" framework, where Barbie tells
a story to her little sister, Kelly.

2. Barbie as
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Rapunzel (2002)
Inspired  by  the  fairy  tale,  this  film
presents Barbie as Rapunzel, a talented
artist locked in a tower by the sorceress
Gothel. With a paintbrush that brings her
creations  to  life,  Rapunzel  discovers  a
hidden  world  and  finds  true  love.  The
movie  emphasizes  creativity  and
courage.

3. Barbie of
Swan Lake

(2003)
Based  on  the  ballet  by  Tchaikovsky,
Barbie plays Odette, a baker’s daughter
who is transformed into a swan by an
evil  wizard.  She  must  break  the  spell
with the help of a forest prince. This film
introduced  a  more  sophisticated
animation  style  and  a  memorable
soundtrack.

4. Barbie as the
Princess and the
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Pauper (2004)
A standout musical, this movie tells the
story of a princess, Anneliese, and a poor
seamstress,  Erika,  who  look  exactly
alike. They swap places and must save
the kingdom from a greedy advisor. With
original songs like “I Am a Girl Like You,”
this  film  became  a  fan  favorite  for  its
themes  of  friendship  and  identity.

5. Barbie:
Fairytopia (2005)
The first film to feature an original story
rather  than  an  adaptation,  Barbie:
Fairytopia  introduces  Elina,  a  fairy
without  wings  who  must  save  her

magical  land  from  an  evil  force.  This
movie launched a sub-series set in the
Fairytopia  universe,  with  several
sequels.

THE EXPANSION ERA: 2006–2010

As technology improved, Barbie movies
grew more ambitious in storytelling and
animation.  The  series  began  exploring
myths, mermaids, and modern settings
while maintaining the core message of
believing in yourself.

6. Barbie:
Mermaidia
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(2006)
A  direct  sequel  to  Fairytopia,  Elina
travels  to  an  underwater  kingdom  to
rescue her friend Nalu, a merman prince.
She gains a mermaid tail and learns that
true beauty comes from within. This film
introduced  the  popular  mermaid
aesthetic  that  would  reappear  in  later
movies.

7. Barbie: The
Magic of Pegasus

(2005) [Note:
Released in
Australia 2005,
US 2005–2006]
Often  listed  as  a  2005  release,  this  film
features Barbie as Princess Annika, who
must  break  a  curse  by  creating  a
magical wand with the help of a winged
horse. It includes themes of sisterhood
and bravery.
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8. Barbie and the
Magic of Pegasus

(2005)
(Some  sources  list  this  separately;
however,  it  is  essentially  the  same  film
as above. For consistency, we include it
in the 2005–2006 era.)

9. Barbie in the
12 Dancing

Princesses
(2006)
One of the most cherished entries, this
film  follows  Princess  Genevieve  and  her
eleven sisters  who discover  a  magical
world under their floorboards where they
can dance every night. Their father falls
ill, and an evil aunt conspires to control
the  kingdom.  The  movie  celebrates
family bonds and the joy of movement.

10. Barbie as the
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Island Princess
(2007)
A musical  adventure  set  on  a  tropical
island,  Barbie  plays  Rosella,  a  girl
shipwrecked  as  a  child  and  raised  by
animals.  When a  prince discovers  her,
she  returns  to  civilization  and  must
choose between her  old  life  and love.
The songs, including “Right Here in My
Arms,” are catchy and heartfelt.

11. Barbie:

Mariposa (2008)
Returning to Fairytopia, this film focuses
on  Mariposa,  a  shy  butterfly  fairy  who
must  save  her  land  from darkness.  It
explores  themes  of  self-confidence  and
the power of  friendship.  A  sequel  was
released in 2013.

12. Barbie & the
Diamond Castle
(2008)
Two  best  friends,  Liana  and  Alexa
(played by Barbie and Teresa), discover
a magical  castle hidden in a diamond.
They must protect it from an evil muse
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who  steals  voices.  This  film  emphasizes
the strength of female friendship.

13. Barbie in a
Christmas Carol
(2008)
A retelling  of  Charles  Dickens’  classic,
Barbie  stars  as  Eden  Starling,  a  selfish
singer who learns the spirit of Christmas
through  three  ghostly  visits.  It  is  a
holiday staple for many families.

14. Barbie:

Thumbelina
(2009)
Inspired  by  Hans  Christian  Andersen's
story,  Barbie  narrates  the  tale  of
Thumbelina,  a  tiny  girl  who advocates
for  nature  and  fights  against  pollution.
The film has an environmental message.

15. Barbie and
the Three
Musketeers
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(2009)
Barbie  plays  Corinne,  a  young woman
who  travels  to  Paris  to  become  a
musketeer.  She  and  three  other  girls
uncover a plot against the prince. The
movie  promotes  g i r l  power  and
teamwork.

16. Barbie in A
Mermaid Tale
(2010)
This film introduces Merliah Summers,  a
surfing  champion  who  discovers  she  is
half-mermaid.  She  must  save  the
underwater kingdom of Oceana from an

evil  aunt.  It  spawned  a  successful
sequel.

THE MODERN AGE: 2011–2015

During  this  period,  the  Barbie  movie
franchise  experimented  with  more
modern  storylines,  including  pop  star
fantasies, fairy tale remakes, and digital
animation improvements. The series also
began focusing  on  Barbie’s  own world
rather than solely fairy tales.

17. Barbie: A
Fashion Fairytale
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(2010) [Note:
Released in
Australia 2010,

US 2010–2011]
After  being  fired  from  a  fashion  show,
Barbie  travels  to  Paris  and  helps  her
aunt’s struggling fashion house. With the
help of magical fairies, she discovers her
true creative potential. This film is a love
letter to fashion and perseverance.

18. Barbie: A
Mermaid Tale 2
(2012)
The  sequel  to  the  2010  mermaid  film
sees  Merliah  returning  to  Oceana  to
compete in a surf competition but facing
new  threats.  The  story  reinforces  the
importance of family.

19. Barbie: The
Princess & the
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Popstar (2012)
Modern retelling of the familiar switch-
role plot: a princess and a pop star trade
lives. Featuring original songs like “Here
I  Am,”  this  film  explores  the  idea  that
you can be both glamorous and genuine.

20. Barbie in the
Pink Shoes
(2013)
Barbie plays Kristyn, a dancer who steps
into  magical  bal let  shoes  and  is
transported  into  the  world  of  famous
ballets like Giselle and Coppélia. The film
is  a  celebration  of  dance  and  self-

expression.

21. Barbie:
Mariposa & the
Fairy Princess
(2013)
The  sequel  to  Mariposa  follows  the
butterfly  fairy  as  she  must  unite  two
feuding  fairy  kingdoms.  Themes  of
diplomacy  and  understanding  prevail.

22. Barbie & Her
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Sisters in A Pony
Tale (2013)
A more grounded story set in the Swiss
Alps, where Barbie and her sisters spend
a  summer  at  a  riding  school.  This  film
e m p h a s i z e s  s i s t e r h o o d  a n d
horsemanship.

23. Barbie: The
Pearl Princess
(2014)
Lumina,  a  mermaid with the power to
grow pearls, discovers she is a princess.

She  must  thwart  a  sea  witch  while
navigating friendships and romance. The
animation is notably more vibrant.

24. Barbie and
the Secret Door
(2014)
Princess Alexa finds a secret door in her
castle leading to a magical land full of
fairies, mermaids, and sprites. She must
use her kindness to save the realm from
a spoiled princess. This film uses a more
classic storybook style.
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25. Barbie in
Princess Power

(2015)
Superhero meets royalty: Princess Kara
gains superpowers from a magical kiss
and becomes a masked heroine. The film
encourages  using  one’s  abilities  for
good.

26. Barbie in
Rock 'N Royals

(2015)
A princess and a rock star switch places
at a summer camp, leading to a battle of
musical  styles.  This  movie  explores
individuality  and  breaking  stereotypes.

THE DREAMHOUSE ERA AND
RECENT RELEASES: 2016–2023

As Barbie’s brand evolved,  the movies
began  integrating  with  TV  shows  like
Barbie: Life in the Dreamhouse and later
Barbie  Dreamhouse  Adventures.  The
animation became highly detailed,  and
storylines  focused  more  on  Barbie’s
everyday  life,  travel,  and  family.  The
l ive-act ion  blockbuster  in  2023
revitalized interest across all ages.
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27. Barbie: Star
Light Adventure
(2016)
Barbie  travels  to  a  futuristic  galaxy
where  she  must  help  the  stars  shine
again.  This  sci-fi  entry  has  stunning
cosmic visuals and themes of leadership.

28. Barbie & Her
Sisters in The

Great Puppy
Adventure
(2015) [Note:
Released late
2015 into 2016]
Barbie and her sisters discover a hidden
treasure  map  while  visiting  their
grandmother.
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29. Barbie: Video
Game Hero

(2017)
Barbie is pulled into a video game world
where  she  must  save  the  characters
from a virus. This film appeals to gamers
and features interactive elements.

30. Barbie:
Dolphin Magic

(2017)
During  a  family  vacation  to  a  tropical
island,  Barbie  and her  sisters  discover
magical dolphins and must protect them
from greedy treasure hunters.

31. Barbie:
Princess
Adventure
(2020)
A  direct-to-Netflix  release,  this  musical
follows Barbie  as  she meets  her  royal
doppelgänger and must switch places to



16

16 List Of Barbie Movies In Order 2025-07-02

attend a royal ball. The film captures the
spirit  of  classic  Barbie  movies  with
updated  animation.

32. Barbie &
Chelsea: The
Lost Birthday

(2021)
Aimed  at  younger  audiences,  this
adventure  follows  Barbie's  youngest
sister,  Chelsea,  as  she  searches  for  a
magical birthday gift in a jungle.

33. Barbie: Big
City, Big


