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INTRODUCTION:
THE BOOK THAT
CHALLENGED A
NARRATIVE

In 1971, a slim volume
landed  on  bookstore
shelves  in  the  United
States with a title that
was both a dare and a
declaration:  None
D a r e  C a l l  I t
Conspiracy.  Written
b y  G a r y  A l l e n ,  a
j o u r n a l i s t  a n d
s p e e c h w r i t e r
associated  with  the
John Birch Society, the
book  did  not  whisper
about  hidden  forces
shaping  world  events.
It  shouted.  With  over

six  million copies  sold
by  the  late  1970s,  it
became  one  of  the
most  influential—and
controversial—works of
political commentary in
modern  Amer ican
h is to ry .  But  what
exactly  is  this  book,
a n d  w h y  d o e s  i t s
central thesis continue
to  polarize  readers
decades  later?  This
article  explores  the
origins,  arguments,
impact,  and  enduring
legacy  of  None Dare
Call  It  Conspiracy,
while  examining  the
broader  conversation
a b o u t  h o w  w e
understand  power,
secrecy,  and  influence
in democratic societies.
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THE ORIGINS OF A
PROVOCATIVE
THESIS

To  understand  None
D a r e  C a l l  I t
Conspiracy, one must
first  understand  the
man  behind  it.  Gary
A l l e n  w a s  n o t  a n
academic historian or a
professional  political
scientist.  He  was  a
populist  writer  with  a
gift  for  synthesizing
complex  geopolitical
ideas  into  accessible,
emotionally  resonant
p r o s e .  H i s  w o r k
emerged  f rom  the
conservat ive  and
libertarian traditions of
the  late  1960s  and
early  1970s,  a  period
marked by deep public
distrust of government
institutions  following
the  Vietnam War,  the
assassinations  of  John
F.  Kennedy,  Robert
Kennedy,  and  Martin
Luther King Jr., and the

Watergate scandal that
was yet to fully erupt.
A l l e n ’ s  c e n t r a l
argument  in  None
D a r e  C a l l  I t
Conspiracy  can  be
summarized succinctly:
a  relat ively  small ,
cohes ive  group  of
globalist  elites—drawn
from  international
banking,  corporate
boa rd rooms ,  and
p o l i t i c a l
institutions—has  been
systematically  working
to  undermine  national
s o v e r e i g n t y  a n d
establish a New World
O r d e r .  T h i s
conspiracy,  according
to  Al len,  operates
through  organizations
such  as  the  Council
on Foreign Relations
(CFR), the Bilderberg
G r o u p ,  a n d  t h e
T r i l a t e r a l
Commission .  The
book  c la imed  that
these elites manipulate
wars, economic crises,
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a n d  p o l i t i c a l
m o v e m e n t s  t o
consolidate power and
reduce the freedoms of
ordinary citizens.
What  made  the  book
so  compelling  to  its
a u d i e n c e  w a s  i t s
d e t a i l e d
documentation.  Allen
did  not  simply  make
vague accusations. He
named  names,  cited
speeches,  and  traced
connections  between
wealthy  families—the
Rockefe l le rs ,  the
R o t h s c h i l d s ,  t h e
Warburgs—and  key
policy  decisions.  For
r e a d e r s  w h o  f e l t
powerless  in  the  face
of rapid social change,
t h i s  p r o v i d e d  a
framework:  the  world
was  not  chaotic  but
controlled,  and  the
chaos  was  intentional.

The Core
Themes
of the
Work
Some of  the  enduring
themes  from  None
D a r e  C a l l  I t
Conspiracy include:

The Illusion of
Democracy:
Allen argued that
elections,
political parties,
and media
debates are
largely theatrical
performances
designed to give
the public a
sense of
participation
while real
decisions are
made behind
closed doors by
unelected elites.
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Economic
Manipulation:
The book
devoted
significant
attention to the
Federal
Reserve
System, which
Allen
characterized as
a private banking
cartel that profits
from inflation,
war, and national
debt—all at the
expense of the
working class.
Globalist
Ambitions:
According to
Allen, the
ultimate goal of
the conspirators
was a world
government that
would abolish
national borders,
dismantle
constitutional
protections, and
concentrate

power in a
central authority.
Media as a
Tool: The book
claimed that
major news
outlets,
publishing
houses, and
entertainment
industries are
either owned by
or beholden to
the same elite
families,
ensuring that
dissenting voices
are marginalized
or ridiculed.

These themes were not
new.  They  echoed
earl ier  conspiracy
theories  about  the
I l l u m i n a t i ,  t h e
Freemasons,  and the
J ew ish  bank ing
cabal.  However,  Allen
repackaged them in a
modern,  secular,  and
distinctly  American
context. He did not rely
on  religious  prophecy



None Dare Call It Conspiracy 5

5

or esoteric symbolism.
Instead, he used policy
d o c u m e n t s ,
congressional  records,
a n d  n e w s p a p e r
clippings.  This  made
h i s  c l a i m s  f e e l
grounded in  evidence,
even  when  cr i t i cs
pointed  out  that  his
sourcing was selective
and his interpretations
were often strained.

WHY THE BOOK
RESONATED SO
DEEPLY

The  success  of  None
D a r e  C a l l  I t
Conspiracy  was  not
accidental.  It  tapped
into  a  deep  wel l  of
public  frustration.  In
t h e  e a r l y  1 9 7 0 s ,
A m e r i c a n s  w e r e
watching  their  sons
come  home  in  body
bags  from a  war  that
seemed  to  have  no
clear  purpose.  They
were  see ing  the i r
purchas ing  power

erode  due  to  inflation.
They  were  witnessing
political  scandals  that
confirmed  their  worst
suspicions  about  the
in tegr i t y  o f  the i r
leaders .  In to  th i s
environment,  Allen
offered a unified theory
of  betrayal.  He  gave
people  permission  to
be angry at something
more specific than "the
system." He named the
conspirators,  and  he
called  on  readers  to
resist.
Furthermore, the book
benefited  from  a
distribution  network
that  was  already  in
place.  The  John  Birch
Society  had  chapters
across the country, and
i ts  members  were
highly  motivated  to
spread  the  message.
The  book  was  sold
through direct mail, at
r a l l i e s ,  a n d  i n
c o n s e r v a t i v e
bookshops. It was read
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by  students,  farmers,
veterans,  and  small
business  owners.  It
found its way into the
h a n d s  o f  f u t u r e
politicians,  including
some who would later
use similar  rhetoric  in
their own campaigns.

The Role
of the
Cold War
Context
It is important to note
that  None Dare  Call
It  Conspiracy  was
written  during  the
height of the Cold War.
The fear of communist
infiltration was real and
widespread.  Al len
cleverly  positioned his
conspiracy  theory  as
an  anti-communist
expose.  He  claimed
that the globalist elites

were  not  necessarily
c o m m u n i s t s
themselves,  but  that
they  were  unwittingly
or willingly serving the
same  end  goal:  the
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f
American  sovereignty
and  individual  liberty.
This  allowed the book
to  appea l  to  ant i -
c o m m u n i s t
conservatives  while
also criticizing the very
institutions—the  CIA,
the State Department,
major  banks—that
were  supposed  to  be
fighting communism.

CRITIQUES AND
CONTROVERSIES

From the moment of its
publ icat ion,  None
D a r e  C a l l  I t
Conspiracy  attracted
fierce  criticism.
Mainstream  historians
and  political  analysts
d i s m i s s e d  i t  a s  a
paranoid fantasy. They
pointed out that Allen's
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evidence  was  often
anecdotal,  his  logic
was  circular,  and  his
conc lus ions  were
unfalsifiable.  If
something appeared to
c o n t r a d i c t  t h e
conspiracy  theory,  it
was  simply  proof  of
how deep the cover-up
went.  This  rhetorical
strategy  made  the
b o o k  i m m u n e  t o
e v i d e n c e - b a s e d
refutation.
More  seriously,  critics
a c c u s e d  A l l e n  o f
p r o m o t i n g  a n t i -
Semitism. While he did
not  explicitly  blame
J e w s  f o r  t h e
conspiracy,  many  of
t h e  n a m e s  h e
c i t e d — R o t h s c h i l d ,
Warburg,  Schiff—were
J e w i s h ,  a n d  t h e
framework of  a secret
cabal  of  international
financiers  controlling
world  events  has  a
long and ugly history in
anti-Semitic  literature.

Allen and his defenders
denied  this  charge,
insisting  that  their
t a r g e t  w a s  n o t
ethnicity  but  ideology.
Nevertheless,  the
association  has  stuck,
and it remains a major
reason why the book is
r e g a r d e d  w i t h
suspicion  by  many
scholars  today.
Another  significant
crit ique  is  that  the
book  oversimplifies
complex  historical
events .  For  A l len,
everything  happened
because  someone
planned it.  There  was
little room for accident,
i n c o m p e t e n c e ,
bureaucratic inertia, or
the  unpredictable
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f
human  action.  The
world  of  None  Dare
Call It Conspiracy is a
world  of  total  control,
where every economic
downturn,  every  war,
e v e r y  p o l i t i c a l
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assassination is part of
a master plan.  This is
intellectually  satisfying
b u t  h i s t o r i c a l l y
dubious.

The
Selective
Nature of
Evidence
When  examining  the
book's  claims,  one
notices a pattern. Allen
frequently quoted from
sources  that  agreed
with  his  thesis  while
ignoring  or  dismissing
c o u n t e r v a i l i n g
evidence. For example,
he  cited  statements
from  CFR  members
about  the  need  for
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
cooperation as proof of
a conspiracy to abolish
national  sovereignty.
Y e t  h e  i g n o r e d

statements  from  the
same  members  about
their  commitment  to
American  democracy.
This  kind  of  selective
quotation is a hallmark
o f  c o n s p i r a c y
literature, and it makes
the  book  more  of  a
polemic than a work of
objective analysis.

THE LEGACY IN
THE DIGITAL AGE

If  None Dare Call  It
Consp i racy  w a s
influential in the 1970s,
its ideas are even more
pervasive  today.  The
internet  has  allowed
conspiracy  theories  to
spread  at  lightning
speed,  and  many  of
the  themes that  Allen
popularized have found
new  life  in  the  21st
century. The fear of a
New World Order is a
s t a p l e  o f  o n l i n e
communities  across
the political  spectrum.
The distrust of central
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banks, the suspicion of
global  organizations
l i k e  t h e  W o r l d
Economic Forum, and
the belief that media is
controlled by a hidden
elite  are  all  part  of
mainstream  political
discourse in ways they
were  not  fifty  years
ago.
Modern  conspiracy
theories about QAnon,
COVID-19,  vaccine
m a n d a t e s ,  a n d
election  fraud  often
echo  the  structural
logic of Allen's work: a
small group of powerful
people  is  secret ly
pulling the strings, and
t h e  p u b l i c  m u s t
awaken  to  fight  back.
T h e  l a n g u a g e  o f
"awakening" itself—the
idea that  knowing the
t ru th  i s  a  f o rm  o f
liberation—is central to
both the original  book
and  its  contemporary
descendants.

How the
Book
Shaped
Populist
Movemen
ts
I t  i s  n o t  a n
exaggeration  to  say
that  None Dare  Call
It  Conspiracy  helped
lay  the  intellectual
groundwork for modern
populist movements on
both the right and the
left.  The  book's  anti-
elite, anti-globalist, and
a n t i - i n s t i t u t i o n a l
rhetor ic  has  been
adopted  and  adapted
by  politicians  ranging
from Pat  Buchanan to
Bernie  Sanders,  albeit
in  different  ways.  The
idea  that  both  major
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political  parties  are
controlled by the same
corporate  interests  is
now  a  commonplace
observation,  even  if
few people attribute it
directly to Gary Allen.
T h e  b o o k  a l s o
influenced  the  Tea
Party  movement  in
the 2010s, which drew
heavily  on  themes  of
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l
originalism,  opposition
to the Federal Reserve,
a n d  s u s p i c i o n  o f
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
organizations.  More
recently,  the  rise  of
sovereigntist  politics
in  Europe  and  the
Americas  has  been
fue led  by  s im i l a r
narratives about global
elites  imposing  their
will on ordinary people.

PSYCHOLOGICAL
AND
SOCIOLOGICAL

DIMENSIONS

To  understand  the
appeal  of  None Dare
Call  It  Conspiracy,
we  must  consider  the
psychological  needs  it
satisfies.  Human
beings  are  pattern-
seeking  creatures.  We
want  the  wor ld  to
make  sense,  even  if
the sense we make of
i t  i s  t e r r i f y i ng .  A
conspiracy  theory
provides  agency:  it
tells  us  that  someone
is  in  charge,  even  if
t h a t  s o m e o n e  i s
malevolent.  It  is,  in  a
strange  way,  more
comforting  than  the
idea  tha t  random
chance,  bureaucratic
m u d d l i n g ,  a n d
systemic  complexity
drive  history.
Sociologically, the book
speaks  to  people  who
feel  left  behind  by
modernity—those  who
have  lost  economic
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security,  social  status,
or  cultural  influence.
By  ident i f y ing  an
enemy, it gives them a
target  for  their  anger
and a mission for their
action.  The  book's
popularity in rural and
suburban  America,
among white  working-
class  voters,  is  not
coincidental.  It  offered
an explanation for why
their values were being
attacked and why their
l i v e l i h o o d s  w e r e
disappearing.

The
Question
of Media
Responsi
bility
One  of  the  last ing
contributions  of  None
D a r e  C a l l  I t

C o n s p i r a c y  t o
American culture is its
critique of mainstream
media.  Allen  argued
that  journalists  and
editors  were  either
c o m p l i c i t  i n  t h e
conspiracy or too naive
to  see  it.  This  media
skepticism has become
a core tenet of modern
political  populism.
Today,  the  phrase
"mainstream media" is
o f t e n  u s e d  a s  a
pejorative, and millions
of  people  get  their
news  from  alternative
sources  that  explicitly
position themselves as
correct ives  to  the
dominant  narrative.
Whe the r  t h i s  i s  a
healthy  development
for democracy is hotly
debated,  but  there  is
no  doubt  that  Allen's
book was an early and
influential  voice  in  this
movement.
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LESSONS FOR THE
CRITICAL READER

S o ,  h o w  s h o u l d  a
thoughtfu l  reader
approach  None  Dare
Call  It  Conspiracy?
The book is a powerful
e x a m p l e  o f  h o w
rhetor ic  works .  I t
shows us how a skilled

w r i t e r  c a n  u s e
selective  evidence,
emotional appeals, and
logical fallacies to build
a  compelling  case.  It
reminds  us  that  not
everything  that  is
persuasive is true, and
not  everything  that  is
true is simple.


