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Robert Louis
Stevenson’s Strange
Case of Dr Jekyll and
Mr Hyde remains one
of the most enduring
works of Victorian
literature, a gripping
novella that explores
the battle between
good and evil within a
single soul. For
students, casual
readers, and literature
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enthusiasts alike, a
reliable Dr Jekyll And
Hyde Sparknotes
resource can illuminate
the layers of
symbolism, character
development, and
thematic depth that
make this story so
powerful. In this guide,
we will walk through
the plot, major
characters, key
themes, and symbolic
elements — all while
keeping the analysis
accessible and
engaging. Whether you
are preparing for an
exam or simply
revisiting a classic, this
breakdown will give
you a thorough
understanding of
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Stevenson’s
masterpiece.

Plot
Summary
: The
Unravelin
g of a
Respecta
ble Man

The novella begins with
the perspective of Mr.
Utterson, a reserved
and prudent lawyer
who serves as the
story’s moral compass.
Utterson is introduced
to a disturbing figure
named Mr. Hyde, a
small, deformed man
who tramples a young
girl in the street
without remorse. When

Utterson investigates,
he discovers that Hyde
has a strange
connection to his old
friend, the esteemed
Dr. Henry Jekyll. Jekyll,
a wealthy and
respected physician,
has recently changed
his will to leave
everything to Hyde —
an arrangement that

deeply unsettles
Utterson.
As the narrative

progresses, the reader
learns that Hyde
commits a brutal
murder: Sir Danvers
Carew, a kind and well-
liked Member of
Parliament, is beaten
to death with a cane.
Hyde disappears, and
Jekyll appears to return
to his normal,
charitable self.
However, the reader
soon discovers that
Jekyll has been
experimenting with a
potion that separates
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his good side from his
evil impulses, creating
Hyde as a distinct
physical form. Initially,
Jekyll can control the
transformations, but
over time Hyde grows
stronger and emerges
without the potion. The
novella reaches its
tragic climax when
Jekyll, unable to
contain Hyde any
longer, commits
suicide by taking
poison — leaving
behind a confessional
letter that reveals the
entire truth.

Major
Character
s and
Their

Symbolic
Roles

DR. HENRY JEKYLL

Jekyll is a complex
figure: a man of
science and social
standing, yet secretly
tormented by the
darker urges he cannot
reconcile with his
public image. His
experiment represents
the dangerous pursuit
of separating the dual
aspects of human
nature. A thorough Dr
Jekyll And Hyde
Sparknotes analysis
highlights that Jekyll is
not purely good;
rather, he is a man
who believes that his
evil side can be
isolated and indulged
without consequence.
This hubris leads to his
downfall.



MR. EDWARD HYDE

Hyde is the
embodiment of pure,
uncivilized evil.
Described as
“dwarfish,”

“deformed,” and
“displeasing,” Hyde

evokes an innate sense
of loathing in everyone
who sees him. He is
impulsive, violent, and
completely free of
moral constraints.
Symbolically, Hyde
represents the id — the
primitive, instinctual
part of the psyche that
society represses.
Stevenson uses Hyde
to show what happens
when a person gives
full rein to their basest
desires.

MR. GABRIEL JOHN
UTTERSON

Utterson is the
dedicated friend and
detective figure of the
novella. He is rational,

loyal, and deeply
concerned with
maintaining order and
reputation. Through his
eyes, the reader slowly
uncovers the mystery.
Utterson’s character
contrasts with Jekyll’s;
he represents the ideal
of Victorian restraint
and moral integrity. His
inability to prevent the
tragedy underscores
the theme that some
inner battles cannot be
won by external
investigation alone.

DR. HASTIE LANYON

A former friend of Jekyll
and a fellow physician,
Lanyon witnesses
Jekyll’s transformation
firsthand, which shocks
him so profoundly that
he falls ill and dies.
Lanyon represents the
rational, scientific
worldview that is
shattered by the
supernatural reality of
Jekyll’s experiment. His
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death highlights the
irreconcilable  conflict
between science as a
discipline and the
mysteries of the
human soul.

Key
Themes
Explored
in the
Novella

THE DUALITY OF
MAN

The most central
theme of the novella is
the idea that every
human being contains
both good and euvil.
Jekyll’'s experiment is
an attempt to separate
these two forces, but
he ultimately finds that
they are inextricably
linked. A classic Dr

Jekyll And Hyde
Sparknotes
interpretation points
out that Stevenson
suggests it is
dangerous to deny or
repress one’s darker
side — doing so only
makes it more
powerful when it finally
emerges.

THE DANGER OF
ScCIENTIFIC HUBRIS

Jekyll’s pursuit of
knowledge without
ethical restraint leads
to disaster. He is a
brilliant scientist, but
he fails to consider the
moral consequences of
his work. The novella
serves as a cautionary
tale about the limits of
scientific  exploration
and the responsibility
that comes with power.
This theme resonates
strongly in today’s
world of genetic
engineering and
artificial intelligence.



REPRESSION AND
VICTORIAN SOCIETY

Stevenson wrote the
novella during the late
Victorian era, a time
when strict social
codes demanded
propriety and self-
control. Jekyll's double
life can be seen as a
critigue of the
hypocrisy inherent in a
society that forced
people to hide their
true natures. The story
suggests that such
repression inevitably
leads to an explosive
release of pent-up
desires — often with
tragic results.

APPEARANCE VS.
REALITY

Throughout the
novella, characters are
deceived by
appearances. The

respectable Dr. Jekyll is
actually harboring a
monster, while the

loathsome Hyde is, in
fact, part of the same
person. Utterson and
the other characters
repeatedly misjudge
the situation based on
outward signs, only to
discover a far more
disturbing truth
beneath the surface.

Symbolis
m and
Literary
Devices

THE DOOR

The story opens with a
description of a door
leading to Hyde’s
lodgings — a “sinister
block of building” that
contrasts with Jekyll’s
comfortable home
nearby. The door
symbolizes the
threshold between the
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public self and the
hidden self, the
entrance to the dark
side of human nature
that society tries to
keep concealed.

THE POTION

The transformative
potion is a powerful
symbol of the attempt
to control one’s own
identity. It
represesents the
artificial means by
which Jekyll tries to
separate his two
natures. In a deeper
sense, the potion
shows that evil cannot
be isolated and
contained; it must be
integrated or it will
dominate.

THE MIRROR

Jekyll’'s laboratory
contains a large mirror
in which he often
observes himself. The
mirror symbolizes self-

reflection and the
confrontation with
one’s true identity.
When Jekyll looks at
Hyde's face in the
mirror, he sees the evil
he has unleashed —
yet he still feels a
certain thrill, indicating
his inability to fully
reject that part of
himself.

THE CANE

The murder weapon
used by Hyde is a cane
that Jekyll had given to
his friend Carew. This
symbol links the two
characters and
emphasizes that Jekyll
is ultimately
responsible for the
violence committed by
Hyde. The cane, a
symbol of social status
and respectability,
becomes an
instrument of brutality
— a stark reminder
that respectability can
mask violence.



Why This
Novella
Remains
Relevant
Today

More than a century
after its publication,
Strange Case of Dr
Jekyll and Mr Hyde
continues to captivate
readers because it
speaks to universal
human struggles. The
psychological concept
of the “shadow self” —
the part of our
personality we try to
hide — has been
explored in modern
psychology, most
notably by Carl Jung.
The story also
anticipates modern
discussions about
identity, mental health,

and the consequences
of repressing one’s
true feelings. In an age
of social media and
curated public
personas, the
temptation to present
a flawless image while
hiding our
imperfections is
stronger than ever.

Furthermore, the
novella raises
guestions about

addiction and loss of
control. Jekyll becomes
addicted to the
freedom that Hyde
provides, even as he
loses the ability to stop
the transformations.
This parallel to
substance abuse or
obsessive behavior is
remarkably

contemporary. A
thorough Dr Jekyll
And Hyde
Sparknotes reading
will reveal that the
story is not merely a
Gothic horror tale but a
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profound exploration of
the human condition.

Study
Tips for
Analyzing
the Text

e Focus on the
narrative
structure:
Stevenson uses
multiple
narrators and
documents
(Utterson’s
narrative,
Lanyon'’s letter,
Jekyll's
confession) to
create suspense
and offer
different

perspectives. Pay

attention to how
each account
shapes the
reader’s

understanding.
Analyze the
setting:
Victorian London
is depicted as a
city of fog,
darkness, and
hidden alleys —
a reflection of
the moral
ambiguity within
the characters.
The contrast
between well-lit
streets and
shadowy corners
mirrors the
duality theme.
Consider the
significance of
names: “Jekyll”
might derive
from a French
word for “I kill”
(je tue), while
“Hyde” suggests
“hide”
(concealment) or
“hideous.” These
wordplays add
layers of
meaning.



¢« Examine the
role of the
minor
characters:
Poole, the butler;
Enfield, the
cousin; and
others each
provide
important clues
and reactions
that push the
plot forward and
highlight the
theme of
secrecy.
Compare
different
adaptations:
The novella has
inspired
countless stage
plays, films, and
TV shows.
Comparing the
original text to
adaptations can
reveal how
different eras
reinterpret the
core ideas.

10

Conclusio
n: The
Enduring
Power of
Duality

In wrapping up this
comprehensive Dr
Jekyll And Hyde
Sparknotes guide, it
becomes clear that
Stevenson’s novella is
far more than a simple
horror story. It is a
psychological thriller, a
moral allegory, and a
critique of Victorian
society that still
resonates with modern
readers. The central
insight — that every
person contains both
light and darkness —
challenges us to
acknowledge our own
hidden sides rather
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than repress them. By
doing so, we may avoid
the tragic fate of Dr.
Jekyll, who lost himself
in the attempt to
become only half of
who he was.

Whether you are
studying the text for an
exam, writing an
essay, or simply
delving into a classic,
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these insights will help
you appreciate the
richness of Stevenson’s
work. Remember that
the most disturbing
monster in the story is
not Hyde, but the
human capacity for
self-deception. May
this guide serve as a
reliable companion on
your literary journey.



