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YOUR COMPLETE
ARKANSAS
DRIVERS LICENSE
STUDY GUIDE:
EVERYTHING YOU
NEED TO KNOW

Getting  your  driver’s
license  is  a  significant
milestone,  and  if  you
are  preparing  for  the
test  in  The  Natural
S ta te ,  you  need  a
re l iab le  Arkansas
drivers  license  study
gu ide  to  he lp  you
navigate  the  process.
Whether  you  are  a
teenager  ge t t ing
behind  the  wheel  for
the  first  time  or  a  new

resident  transferring
y o u r  l i c e n s e ,
understanding  the
rules  of  the road,  the
testing  requirements,
and  the  specific
regulations in Arkansas
is  essential.  Passing
the written knowledge
exam and  the  driving
skil ls  test  requires
p r e p a r a t i o n ,
confidence, and access
t o  t h e  r i g h t
in format ion .  Th is
comprehensive  guide
will  walk  you  through
e v e r y  s t e p ,  f r o m
studying  the  Arkansas
Driver  License  Study
Guide  to  acing  your
road test,  so  you can
earn your license with
ease.
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T h e  A r k a n s a s
Department of Finance
and  Administration
(DFA)  oversees  al l
licensing  procedures,
and  the  official
A r k a n s a s  D r i v e r
License Study Guide is
the most  authoritative
resource  available.
However,  knowing
what to study and how
to study effectively can
m a k e  a l l  t h e
difference.  This  article
i s  d e s i g n e d  t o
supplement  the  official
materials,  offering
practical  advice,  key
concepts,  and  insider
tips that will  help you
succeed.  Let  us  begin
your  journey  toward
becoming  a  licensed
driver  in  Arkansas.

UNDERSTANDING
THE ARKANSAS
DRIVER LICENSE
SYSTEM

Before  div ing  into
study  strategies,  it  is

i m p o r t a n t  t o
understand  the  types
of  licenses  available
and  the  requirements
for  each.  Arkansas
offers  a  graduated
d r i v e r  l i c e n s i n g
program for  teens,  as
w e l l  a s  s t a n d a r d
licenses  for  adults.
K n o w i n g  w h i c h
category  you  fall  into
wil l  determine  the
specific  tests  and
prerequisites you must
fulfill.

Graduate
d Driver
Licensing
for Teens
A r k a n s a s  u s e s  a
graduated  d r i ve r
licensing (GDL) system
for  drivers  under  the
age of 18. This system
is designed to give new
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drivers  experience
gradually  and  safely.
There  are  three  main
stages:

Learner’s
Permit:
Available at age
14, this permit
allows you to
practice driving
under the
supervision of a
licensed adult
who is at least 21
years old and
has at least one
year of driving
experience. You
must pass a
written
knowledge test
to obtain this
permit.
Intermediate
License: After
holding a
learner's permit
for at least six
months and
completing a
state-approved
driver education

course, you can
apply for an
intermediate
license at age
16. This license
allows you to
drive without
supervision
during certain
hours, though
restrictions
apply.
Full License: At
age 18, or after
holding an
intermediate
license for at
least six months
with a clean
driving record,
you can upgrade
to a full
unrestricted
driver’s license.

Adult
Driver



4

4 Arkansas Drivers License Study
Guide

2025-05-22

Licensing
If  you are 18 or older
and  applying  for  your
first  Arkansas  driver’s
license, the process is
similar  but  does  not
require  the  graduated
stages.  You  will  need
to  pass  the  written
knowledge test and the
road  skills  test.  New
residents  who  already
hold  a  valid  driver’s
license  from  another
state may be eligible to
transfer  their  license
without taking the road
t e s t ,  t h o u g h  t h e
written  test  may  still
be  required  in  some
cases.

WHAT IS ON THE
ARKANSAS
WRITTEN
KNOWLEDGE
TEST?

The written knowledge
t e s t  i s  a  c r i t i c a l
component  o f  the

Arkansas  d r i ve r s
license study guide.  It
a s s e s s e s  y o u r
understanding of traffic
laws,  road  signs,  safe
driving  practices,  and
Arkansas-specific
regulations. The test is
typically  administered
on a computer at your
local  DFA  office,
though paper versions
may be available.

Topics
Covered
on the
Test
To  pass  the  written
test,  you  need  to  be
familiar  with  a  wide
range  of  topics.  The
A r k a n s a s  D r i v e r
License  Study  Guide
outlines  all  of  these
areas,  but  we  have
highlighted  the  most
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important  ones  below:

Traffic Signs
and Signals:
You must
recognize and
understand
regulatory signs,
warning signs,
guide signs, and
traffic signals.
This includes
knowing the
meaning of
colors, shapes,
and symbols.
Right-of-Way
Rules: Knowing
who has the right
of way in various
situations, such
as intersections,
roundabouts, and
pedestrian
crossings, is
essential for both
the written test
and real-world
driving.
Speed Limits:
Arkansas has
specific speed
limits for

different types of
roads, including
interstate
highways, state
highways, and
residential areas.
You must also
understand when
to adjust your
speed for
weather or traffic
conditions.
Parking
Regulations:
The test covers
rules for parallel
parking, parking
on hills, parking
near fire
hydrants, and
other parking
scenarios.
Alcohol and
Drug Laws:
Arkansas has
strict laws
regarding driving
under the
influence. You
need to know the
legal blood
alcohol
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concentration
(BAC) limit,
which is 0.08%
for adults and
0.02% for drivers
under 21.
Defensive
Driving: The
test emphasizes
safe driving
techniques,
including
maintaining a
safe following
distance,
scanning for
hazards, and
anticipating the
actions of other
drivers.

How
Many
Questions

Are on
the Test?
The  Arkansas  written
k n o w l e d g e  t e s t
typically consists of 25
to  30  multiple-choice
questions. To pass, you
must  answer  at  least
80%  of  the  questions
correctly.  This  means
you can miss no more
than 5 or 6 questions,
depend ing  on  the
exact number on your
test.  The  test  is  not
timed,  so  take  your
time  and  read  each
question carefully.

EFFECTIVE STUDY
STRATEGIES FOR
THE ARKANSAS
DRIVERS LICENSE
STUDY GUIDE

Study ing  for  your
driver’s  license  test
does  not  have  to  be
overwhelming.  With
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the right approach, you
c a n  m a s t e r  t h e
material  quickly  and
confidently.  Here  are
some proven strategies
to help you prepare:

Read the
Official
Arkansas
Driver
License
Study
Guide
The foundation of your
preparation  should  be
the  official  Arkansas
Driver  License  Study
Guide,  published  by
the DFA. This guide is
available for free online
as a PDF and covers all
the  information  you

need  for  the  written
test. Read it from cover
to cover, and pay close
attention  to  chapters
on  traffic  laws,  road
signs, and safe driving
practices. You can also
request a physical copy
from  your  local  DFA
office.

Take
Practice
Tests
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
effective  ways  to
prepare for the written
test is to take practice
exams. Many websites
offer free practice tests
that  s imu la te  the
a c t u a l  A r k a n s a s
knowledge test.  These
tests help you become
fam i l i a r  w i t h  t he
format,  identify  areas
where you need more
study,  and  build  your
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confidence. Aim to take
at  least  three  to  five
practice  tests  before
your  actual  exam.

Use
Flashcard
s for
Road
Signs
R o a d  s i g n s  a r e  a
significant  part  of  the
wr i t t en  tes t ,  and
memor iz ing  the i r
m e a n i n g s  c a n  b e
challenging.  Create
flashcards  with  the
sign on one side and its
meaning on the other.
Review them regularly
until  you  can  identify
every  sign  instantly.
Focus  on  the  shapes
and  colors,  as  these
often  provide  clues
a b o u t  t h e  s i g n ’ s

purpose.

Study
with a
Friend or
Family
Member
Studying with someone
else  can  make  the
process more engaging
and  effective.  Quiz
each  other  on  traffic
l a w s ,  d i s c u s s
hypothetical  driving
scenarios,  and  review
road  signs  together.
Teaching someone else
what you have learned
is  a  powerful  way  to
reinforce  your  own
knowledge.
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Focus on
Arkansas-
Specific

Laws
While many traffic laws
are  consistent  across
states, Arkansas has its
o w n  u n i q u e
r e g u l a t i o n s .  F o r
example, Arkansas law
requires drivers to stop
for  school  buses  with
flashing red lights,  and
it  is  i l legal  to  use  a
handheld  cell  phone
while driving in school
zones.  Make sure  you
are familiar with these
state-specific  rules,  as
they  a re  l i ke ly  to
appear on the test.

PREPARING FOR
THE ROAD SKILLS
TEST

Once you have passed

the written knowledge
test,  the  next  step  is
the  road  skills  test.
This is a practical exam
where a DFA examiner
evaluates  your  ability
to  drive  safely  and
follow  traffic  laws.  The
Arkansas  d r i ve r s
license study guide for
the  road  test  focuses
on  behind-the-wheel
skills rather than book
k n o w l e d g e ,  b u t
preparation  is  sti l l
essential.

What to
Expect
During
the Road
Test
The road test typically
lasts  about  15  to  20
minutes. The examiner
will ask you to perform
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a series of maneuvers,
including:

Pre-Drive
Inspection:
Before you start
the engine, the
examiner will ask
you to
demonstrate
basic vehicle
checks, such as
adjusting your
seat and mirrors,
fastening your
seatbelt, and
identifying
controls like the
turn signals,
headlights, and
windshield
wipers.
Basic Driving
Skills: You will
drive on local
streets and
possibly a
highway. The
examiner will
evaluate your
lane control,
speed
management,

braking, and
observation
skills.
Turning and
Merging: You
will be asked to
make left and
right turns,
change lanes,
and merge into
traffic. Proper
use of turn
signals and
checking blind
spots is critical.
Parking: The
examiner may
ask you to
parallel park,
perform a three-
point turn, or
park on a hill.
Practice these
maneuvers until
you can perform
them smoothly.
Obeying Traffic
Signs and
Signals:
Throughout the
test, the
examiner will
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watch to see if
you obey all
traffic signs,
signals, and
markings. Failing
to stop at a stop
sign or running a
red light will
result in an
automatic
failure.

Common
Mistakes
to Avoid
Many  test  takers  fail
the  road  test  due  to
avoidable  errors.  Here
are  some  common
mistakes  and  how  to
prevent them:

Not Checking
Blind Spots:
Always check
your blind spots
before changing
lanes or merging.

Turn your head
to look over your
shoulder; do not
rely solely on
mirrors.
Rolling Stops:
Come to a
complete stop at
stop signs and
red lights. A
rolling stop can
result in points
deducted or an
automatic
failure.
Poor Speed
Control: Drive at
a safe speed for
the conditions,
and always obey
posted speed
limits. Avoid
driving too
slowly, as this
can also be
unsafe.
Lack of
Confidence:
Nervousness is
normal, but try to
stay calm and
focused. Practice
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deep breathing
before the test
and remind
yourself that you
have prepared
thoroughly.

ARKANSAS DRIVER
LICENSE STUDY
GUIDE FOR NEW
RESIDENTS

If  you  are  moving  to
Arkansas from another
state, you will need to
transfer  your  driver’s
license within 30 days
o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g
residency. The process
i s  r e l a t i v e l y
straightforward,  but
t h e r e  a r e  s o m e
important  details  to
keep  in  mind.  While
you  may  not  need  to
take the road test, you
will likely need to pass
the written knowledge
test if your out-of-state
l i c e n s e  h a s  b e e n
expired for  more than
a year or if you hold a

commercial  driver’s
l icense  (CDL)  from
another  state.
New  residents  should
review  the  Arkansas
Driver  License  Study
Guide  to  familiarize
themselves with state-
specific  laws,  such  as
the state’s  regulations
on  child  passenger
s a f e t y ,  s e a t  b e l t
requirements, and DUI
p e n a l t i e s .  E v e n
experienced  drivers
can  benefit  from  a
refresher  on  local
rules.

ONLINE
RESOURCES AND
TOOLS FOR THE
ARKANSAS
DRIVERS LICENSE
STUDY GUIDE

I n  add i t ion  to  the
official  PDF,  there  are
many online resources
that  can  he lp  you
p r e p a r e  f o r  y o u r
Arkansas  dr iver ’s
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license  test.  Some  of
the  most  useful  tools
include:

DFA Website:
The official
Arkansas DFA
website provides
access to the
study guide,
practice test
links, and
information
about scheduling
your exam.
Mobile Apps:
Several mobile
apps offer
Arkansas-specific
driver’s license
practice tests.
These apps are
convenient for
studying on the
go and often
include
flashcards,
quizzes, and
progress
tracking.
YouTube
Tutorials: Many
driving

instructors post
videos that walk
you through
common road
test maneuvers
and explain
traffic laws.
Watching these
videos can help
you visualize
what to expect.
Local Driving
Schools:
Enrolling in a
driver education
course can give
you structured
instruction and
hands-on
practice. Many
schools also offer
a vehicle for use
during the road
test, which is
helpful if you do
not have access
to a car.

TIPS FOR TEST
DAY SUCCESS

When test day arrives,
being  prepared  can
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help you feel  confident
and perform your best.
Here  are  some  final
tips to ensure success:

Bring the Right
Documents: For
the written test,
you will need
proof of identity,
residency, and
legal presence.
Accepted
documents
include a birth
certificate, Social
Security card,
and two proofs of
Arkansas
residency, such
as a utility bill or
bank statement.
Arrive Early:
Plan to arrive at
the DFA office at
least 15 minutes
before your
appointment.

This gives you
time to check in,
complete any
paperwork, and
settle any
nerves.
Get a Good
Night’s Sleep:
Being well-rested
improves your
focus and
reaction time.
Avoid cramming
the night before
and instead
review key
concepts lightly.
Stay Calm and
Focused: If you
encounter a
question you are
unsure about,
skip it and come
back later if time
permits. Trust
your preparation
and read each


