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UNDERSTANDING
GATE TESTING FOR
THIRD GRADERS IN
CALIFORNIA

T h e  G i f t e d  a n d
Talented  Education
(GATE)  program  in
California  provides
enriched  educational
oppor tun i t ies  fo r
s t u d e n t s  w h o
d e m o n s t r a t e
exceptional intellectual
abilities. For parents of
t h i r d  g r a d e r s ,
understanding  the
GATE testing process is
often  the  first  step

t o w a r d  s e c u r i n g
advanced  academic
placement  for  their
ch i ld .  Wh i le  each
school  district  may
administer  slightly
different  assessments,
the  co re  pu rpose
remains  the  same:
identifying  students
who would benefit from
accelerated  learning
e n v i r o n m e n t s .
Exploring Gate Testing
Sample  Questions  3rd
Grade  California  can
demystify  the  process
and  he lp  fami l ies
prepare  effectively
w i t h o u t  c a u s i n g
unnecessary stress.
GATE  identification
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typically  occurs in the
second or third grade,
making  this  a  pivotal
t i m e  f o r  y o u n g
l e a r n e r s .  T h e
assessments  evaluate
cognitive  abilities,
reasoning  skills,  and
academic  potential
rather than grade-level
knowledge  alone.  This
distinction is important
because it means that
preparation  should
focus  on  familiarizing
the child with question
formats  rather  than
teaching  content .
Understanding  this
nuance  helps  parents
approach  the  testing
process with the right
mindset,  supporting
their  child's  natural
abilities while ensuring
they feel confident and
comfortable  on  test
day.

What
Makes
GATE
Testing
Unique in
California
Ca l i fo rn ia  schoo l
d i s t r i c t s  h a v e
considerable  flexibility
in how they implement
GATE programs. Some
use  the  Cogni t ive
Abilities  Test  (CogAT),
while others prefer the
Naglieri  Nonverbal
Ability  Test  (NNAT)  or
the Otis-Lennon School
Ability  Test  (OLSAT).
Additionally,  many
districts  incorporate
t h e  C a l i f o r n i a
Standards  Tests  or
other  achievement
measures  into  their
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identification  process.
This variety means that
Gate  Testing  Sample
Questions  3rd  Grade
California  can  vary
significantly  from  one
district  to  another,
making it essential for
parents  to  check  with
their local school about
which  specific
assessments  are  used.
The flexibility in testing
also  extends  to  the
c r i t e r i a  f o r
qualification.  Some
districts require a score
in  the  95th  percentile
or above, while others
may  use  mu l t i p le
measures  including
t e a c h e r
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,
c l a s s r o o m
performance,  and
p a r e n t  i n p u t .
Understanding  your
district's  specific
requirements is crucial
for  effective
preparation. When you
r e v i e w  s a m p l e

questions,  you  wil l
likely  encounter  items
that  measure  verbal
reasoning, quantitative
r e a s o n i n g ,  a n d
nonverbal  or  spatial
reasoning  abilities.

OVERVIEW OF
COGNITIVE
ABILITIES TESTED
IN GATE

The  cognitive  abilities
assessed  in  GATE
testing  generally  fall
i n t o  t h r e e  m a i n
ca tego r i e s ,  each
providing  insight  into
different  aspects  of  a
child's  intellectual
f u n c t i o n i n g .  B y
familiarizing  yourself
with  these  categories
through  Gate  Testing
Sample  Questions  3rd
Grade  California,  you
can better  understand
what the test  aims to
measure.
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Verbal
Reasonin

g Skills
Verba l  reason ing
assesses  a  chi ld 's
ability  to  think  with
words and understand
relationships  between
concepts .  Sample
ques t i ons  i n  t h i s
category might include
analog ies ,  verba l
classification,  and
sentence  completion
tasks.  For  example,  a
question  might  ask:
"Which word goes best
with 'apple'? A) Orange
B)  Book  C )  Ca r  D )
Shoe."  The  correct
answer  i s  o range
because  bo th  a re
fruits.  Another  typical
format presents a pair
o f  w o r d s  w i t h  a
relationship, then asks
the  child  to  choose  a
pair that has the same

r e l a t i o n s h i p .
Understanding  these
patterns helps children
approach the test with
greater confidence and
clarity.

Quantitati
ve
Reasonin
g Skills
Quantitative  reasoning
measures  a  child's
ability  to  think  with
n u m b e r s  a n d
u n d e r s t a n d
m a t h e m a t i c a l
relationships.  These
questions  go  beyond
simple  computation
and  require  logical
t h i n k i n g  a b o u t
numerical patterns and
relationships. A sample
quantitative  question
m i g h t  p r e s e n t  a
sequence like "2, 4, 6,
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__" and ask the child to
i den t i f y  t he  nex t
n u m b e r .  M o r e
advanced  questions
might  involve  number
analogies  or  solving
problems  using  basic
arithmetic  in  creative
ways.  Practicing  with
Gate  Testing  Sample
Questions  3rd  Grade
California  can  help
c h i l d r e n  b e c o m e
comfortable  with  the
format and phrasing of
t h e s e  n u m e r i c a l
reasoning  items.

Nonverba
l and
Spatial
Reasonin
g Skills
Nonverbal  reasoning
assesses  a  chi ld 's
ability  to  think  with

shapes,  figures,  and
pa t te rns  w i thou t
relying  on  language.
This  is  particularly
important  for  English
language  learners  or
children  who may not
have  strong  verbal
sk i l l s  but  possess
excellent  analytical
abilities.  Questions  in
this  category  might
involve  completing  a
pattern  of  shapes,
identifying which figure
does  not  belong,  or
determining  how  a
folded  paper  would
look  when  unfolded.
These  visual-spatial
tasks  are  often  the
most  engaging  for
young children and can
be  practiced  through
puzzles  and  pattern
games  at  home.

SAMPLE
QUESTIONS BY
GATE TEST TYPE

Since  different  districts
i n  C a l i f o r n i a  u s e
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different  assessments,
it  is  helpful  to  review
sample questions from
the  most  commonly
administered  tests.
Understanding  the
specific  test  your  child
will  take  allows  for
m o r e  t a r g e t e d
preparation.  Here is  a
breakdown  of  sample
questions  from  the
m a j o r  G A T E
assessments  used  in
California.

CogAT
Sample
Questions
for Third
Grade
The Cognitive  Abilities
Test is one of the most
w i d e l y  u s e d
assessments  for  GATE
identification  in

California.  It  contains
three batteries: Verbal,
Quant i tat ive,  and
N o n v e r b a l .  E a c h
battery  measures
dist inct  cognit ive
processes.
V e r b a l  B a t t e r y
Example: The first pair
o f  w o r d s  h a s  a
relationship.  Choose
t h e  w o r d  t h a t
completes  the  second
pair so that it has the
same  relationship.
"Dog  :  Bark  ::  Cat  :
______" A) Meow B) Run
C)  Sleep  D)  Eat.  The
cor rec t  answer  i s
meow because it is the
sound  a  cat  makes,
just  as  bark  is  the
sound a dog makes.
Quantitative Battery
Example:  Look at the
number  pattern  and
choose  the  number
that  comes  next.  "5,
10, 15, 20, __" A) 21 B)
22  C)  25  D)  30.  The
correct  answer  is  25
because  the  pattern
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adds  5  each  time.
Nonverbal  Battery
Example:  Look at the
figures  in  the  top  row.
T h e y  c h a n g e  i n  a
certain  way.  Choose
the  figure  from  the
bottom row that should
come next. This type of
question  requires  the
child  to  identify  the
p a t t e r n  o f  s h a p e
transformations  and
select  the  correct
continuation.

NNAT
Sample
Questions
for Third
Grade
The Naglieri Nonverbal
Ability  Test  is  entirely
nonverbal,  making  it
an  excellent  measure

of  general  intelligence
without language bias.
T h e  t e s t  u s e s
progressive  matrices
where  the  child  must
identify  the  missing
piece  in  a  pattern.
NNAT Example: A 3x3
gr id  is  shown  with
eight  shapes  and  one
empty box. The shapes
follow a pattern across
r o w s  a n d  d o w n
columns.  The  child
must  choose  from six
options the shape that
correctly completes the
p a t t e r n .  T h e s e
quest ions  require
careful  observation  of
how shapes change in
size, rotation, shading,
and position across the
grid.
Practicing  with  Gate
T e s t i n g  S a m p l e
Questions  3rd  Grade
California for the NNAT
is  particularly  helpful
because the format  is
unique  and  may  be
unfamiliar  to  many
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children.  Familiarity
with the matrix format
reduces  test  anxiety
and allows the child to
focus on the reasoning
t a s k  r a t h e r  t h a n
figuring  out  what  the
question  is  asking.

OLSAT
Sample
Questions
for Third
Grade
The Otis-Lennon School
Ability  Test  measures
verbal  and  nonverbal
reasoning  abilities.  It
includes  a  variety  of
question  types  that
assess  different
cognitive  skills.
V e r b a l  O L S A T
Example:  "Which one
of these is most like a

chair?" A) Table B) Bed
C) Sofa D) Lamp. The
child  must  understand
that a sofa is most like
a  chair  because  both
are  used  for  sitting.
This  type  of  question
assesses  classification
and  categorization
skills.
Nonverbal  OLSAT
Example:  A  series  of
figures  is  shown  with
one figure missing. The
child must choose the
figure  that  completes
the series from among
several  options.  These
questions often involve
rotation,  addition  or
s u b t r a c t i o n  o f
elements,  and  pattern
recognition.

HOW TO PREPARE
YOUR CHILD FOR
GATE TESTING

Preparation  for  GATE
test ing  shou ld  be
gentle and supportive,
focusing  on  reducing
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anxiety  and  building
familiarity  rather  than
intensive  drilling.  The
goal  is  to  help  your
child  perform  at  their
best  by ensuring they
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
question  formats  and
feel  comfortable  with
t h e  t e s t i n g
environment.

Creating
a Positive
Testing
Mindset
Children often pick up
on  the i r  pa ren t s '
attitudes about testing.
If  you  approach  the
GATE  assessment  as
an exciting opportunity
to  show  what  they
know,  your  child  is
more  l ikely  to  feel
confident  and
mot iva ted .  Avo id

putting  pressure  on
them  or  emphasizing
the  importance  of
qua l i fy ing  for  the
program.  Instead,
frame the test as a fun
puzzle  challenge  that
h e l p s  t h e  s c h o o l
understand  how  they
learn best.

Using
Sample
Questions
Effectivel
y
When  reviewing  Gate
T e s t i n g  S a m p l e
Questions  3rd  Grade
California  with  your
chi ld,  focus  on  the
process of  solving the
problems  rather  than
the  answers .  Ask
questions like "What do
you  notice  about  this
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pattern?"  or  "How did
you  figure  that  out?"
This approach develops
metacognitive  skills
and  helps  chi ldren
become more strategic
problem solvers.  Limit
practice  sessions  to
15 -20  m inu tes  to
maintain  engagement
and  avoid  burnout.

Building
General
Cognitive
Skills
Through
Play
The  best  preparation
for cognitive testing is
regular engagement in
activities that exercise
t h e  s a m e  m e n t a l
muscles. Logic puzzles,

board  games  that
requ i re  s t ra tegy ,
building sets like LEGO,
and  pattern-based
games all help develop
reasoning  abil it ies
naturally.  Reading
t o g e t h e r  a n d
discussing stories  also
builds verbal reasoning
skills.  These  activities
provide  meaningful
preparation without the
stress  of  formal  test
practice.

WHAT TO EXPECT
ON TEST DAY

Understanding  what
will happen on the day
of  the  GATE  test  can
help both you and your
c h i l d  f e e l  m o r e
prepared. Most testing
sessions  occur  during
regular school hours in
a  familiar  classroom
setting.  The  test  may
be administered in one
or  multiple  sessions,
depend ing  on  the
assessment  and  the
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district's  schedule.
Children  should  get  a
good night's sleep, eat
a  nutritious  breakfast,
and  arrive  at  school
w i t h  a  p o s i t i v e
mindset.  Remind  your
child  that  the  test  is
just  one  way  for  the
school  to  learn  about
their thinking skills and
that doing their best is
all that matters. Some
ch i ldren  may  fee l
nervous ,  wh ich  i s
completely  normal.
Reassure  them  that
they  do  not  need  to
know  every  answer
and  that  trying  their
best is what counts.

INTERPRETING
GATE TEST
RESULTS

A f t e r  y o u r  c h i l d
completes  the  GATE
assessment,  you  will
receive a score report
that  typically  includes
percentile  rankings

comparing your child's
performance  to  other
students  in  the  same
grade  nationwide.  A
percentile rank of 95 or
above  is  general ly
considered  gifted,
though  many  districts
s e t  t h e i r  o w n
thresholds.  The  report
may  also  break  down
scores  by  verba l ,
quant i tat ive ,  and
nonverbal  domains,
providing  insight  into
your  child's  relative
strengths and areas for
growth.
If  your  child  qualifies
for the GATE program,
the school will provide
information  about  the
specific  services  and
e n r i c h m e n t
opportunities available.
If  your  child  does  not
qualify, remember that
GATE testing  captures
only  one  measure  of
ability  at  one point  in
time.  Many  schools
offer  opportunities  for
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l a t e r  t e s t i n g  o r
a l t e r n a t i v e
identification  methods.
The  most  important
thing  is  to  continue
supporting your child's
intellectual  curiosity
and  love  of  learning
regardless  of  the  test
outcome.

CONCLUSION

Gate  Testing  Sample
Questions  3rd  Grade
California  serve  as  a
valuable  resource  for
families navigating the
g i f t ed  educa t i on
identification  process.
By  understanding  the
types  of  questions
u s e d  i n  c o m m o n
assessments  like  the

CogAT,  NNAT,  and
OLSAT,  parents  can
help  their  children
approach  the  testing
e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h
confidence  and  clarity.
The key is to focus on
building familiarity with
question formats while
maintaining a positive,
l o w - p r e s s u r e
env i ronment  that
allows  each  child's
natural  abil it ies  to
shine.  Remember  that
GATE  testing  is  just
one  snapshot  of  your
child's  potential,  and
the ultimate goal is to
support  their  ongoing
intellectual growth and
l o v e  o f  l e a r n i n g
th roughou t  t he i r
educational journey.


