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THE RADIANT ART
OF DIWALI PAPER
LANTERN CRAFT:
ILLUMINATE YOUR
CELEBRATIONS

The festival of Diwali,
known as the festival
of lights, is a time
when homes across the
world glow with
warmth, joy, and a
sense of togetherness.
While diyas and
electric lights play a
central role in this
illumination, there is a
charming, hands-on
tradition that adds a
personal touch to the
festivities: the Diwali
paper lantern craft.

Creating these
delicate, glowing
structures is not just a
decorative activity; it is
a meditative process
that connects you to
the age-old customs of
the festival. Whether
you are a seasoned
crafter or a parent

looking for a
meaningful activity for
children, making a

paper lantern for Diwali
offers a beautiful way
to celebrate light,
creativity, and the joy
of making something
with your own hands.
This guide will walk you
through everything you
need to know, from the
cultural roots of the
lantern to step-by-step
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instructions for
creating your own
stunning designs.

THE CULTURAL
SIGNIFICANCE OF
LANTERNS IN
DIWALI

To truly appreciate the
Diwali paper lantern
craft, it helps to
understand why
lanterns hold such a
special place in the
celebration. Diwali
symbolizes the victory
of light over darkness
and good over evil. In
many regions, the
lighting of lanterns,
known as kandeel or
akash kandil, is
believed to welcome
the goddess Lakshmi,
the deity of prosperity,
into the home.
Traditionally made
from paper or silk and
stretched over a
bamboo frame, these
lanterns are hung
outside homes, on

balconies, and in
courtyards. Unlike
static decorations, a
paper lantern sways
gently in the breeze,
casting moving
patterns of light and
shadow. This dynamic
quality makes the
Diwali paper lantern
craft a deeply symbolic
act, representing the
spreading of light into
every corner of your
life and community.

ESSENTIAL
MATERIALS FOR
YOUR DIWALI
PAPER LANTERN
CRAFT

Before you begin,
gathering the right
materials will ensure a
smooth and enjoyable
crafting experience.
While there are many
variations of this craft,
the core supplies
remain largely the
same. Here is a list of
everything you will
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need to create a allows for more

classic hanging intricate cuts.

lantern: e Bone folder or
scoring tool:

e Colored or This helps create

patterned
paper: Use
sturdy craft
paper, cardstock,
or even recycled
wrapping paper.
Traditional colors
include red,
yellow, orange,
and gold, but feel
free to
experiment with
teal, purple, or
pastels for a
modern look.
Ruler and
pencil: For
measuring and
marking straight
lines.

Scissors or a
craft knife: A
sharp pair of
scissors works
for most designs,
while a craft
knife (with a
cutting mat)

crisp, clean folds
without tearing
the paper.

Glue or double-
sided tape: A
glue stick or
strong double-
sided tape is
ideal for paper
crafts as it dries
clear and
prevents
wrinkling.
Ribbon, twine,
or string: For
hanging your
finished lantern.
Small LED tea
light or fairy
lights: For
safety, always
use battery-
operated lights
inside paper
crafts.

Hole punch:
Useful for



creating clean
holes for hanging
or adding
decorative string.
¢ Decorative
items
(optional):
Glitter, sequins,
beads, tassels, or
small mirrors
(shisha) for
embellishment.

STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE: HOW TO
MAKE A CLASSIC
DIWALI PAPER
LANTERN

This is the most
common and beginner-
friendly version of the
Diwali paper lantern
craft. It is simple,
elegant, and highly
customizable. Follow
these steps carefully,
and you will have your
first lantern ready in
under thirty minutes.

Step 1:
Prepare
Your
Paper

Start with a
rectangular piece of
paper. A standard A4
sheet works perfectly,
but you can use any
size. Fold the paper in
half lengthwise so that
the long edges meet.
Crease the fold firmly
using a bone folder or
your fingernail.

Step 2:
Mark the
Cutting
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Lines

With the paper still
folded, use your ruler
and pencil to draw a
line about 1 inch (2.5
cm) from the top edge
(the edge opposite the
fold). This will be the
uncut border that holds
your lantern together.
Then, starting from the
folded edge, draw
vertical lines up to the
border line. Space
these lines about 1/2
inch to 3/4 inch apart.
The more lines you
draw, the narrower
your lantern strips will
be.

Step 3:
Cut Along
the Lines

Using your scissors,
carefully cut along
each vertical line,

starting from the
folded edge and
stopping precisely at
the border line. Do not
cut through the border.
If you are using a craft
knife, place a cutting
mat underneath and
cut with a steady hand.

Step 4:
Unfold
and

Shape

Gently unfold the
paper. You will now
have a large sheet with
a series of slits in the
center. Turn the paper
so that the uncut
border is at the top.
Bring the two short
ends of the paper
together to form a
cylinder. Overlap the
edges slightly and
secure them with glue



or double-sided tape.

Step 5:
Create
the

Bottom

To give your lantern a
more finished look, you
can add a base. Cut a
small strip of paper
about 1 inch wide and
long enough to fit
inside the bottom of
the cylinder. Glue it in
place. Alternatively,
you can simply pinch
the bottom strips
together and glue
them to a small
circular piece of
cardstock.

Step 6:

Add the
Handle
and Light

Use your hole punch to
create two small holes
on opposite sides of
the top border of the
lantern. Thread a piece
of ribbon or twine
through the holes and
tie a knot to create a
hanging loop. Finally,
place a battery-
operated LED tea light
inside. The light will
shine through the slits,
creating the beautiful,
radiating glow that
makes this Diwali
paper lantern craft so
magical.

CREATIVE
VARIATIONS TO
TRY

Once you have
mastered the basic
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lantern, you can
explore a wide range of
creative adaptations.
These variations allow
you to tailor the craft
to your skill level,
available materials,
and aesthetic
preferences.

Layered
Lanterns

Create two lanterns of
slightly different sizes
using contrasting
colors. Place the
smaller one inside the
larger one before
gluing the base. When
lit, the outer lantern
casts a shadow while
the inner one glows
brightly, creating a
stunning depth effect.
This is an advanced
variation of the Diwali
paper lantern craft that
yields professional-
looking results.

Fringe
and Scroll
Lanterns

Instead of cutting
straight lines, try
cutting thin fringe
strips or scroll-shaped
cuts. By curling the
paper strips around a
pencil before gluing
the cylinder, you can
create a textured,
layered look that
mimics traditional
paper filigree.

Embellish
ed
Lanterns

Decorate the outer
surface of your paper
before cutting it. You
can stamp it with gold
ink, paint it with



watercolors, or glue on
sequins and small
mirrors. Adding a
tassel to the bottom of
the lantern gives it a
distinctly Indian
aesthetic that pairs
beautifully with Diwali
decor.

Geometri

c and 3D
Lanterns

For those who enjoy a
challenge, try building
a lantern with a
polyhedral shape. By
cutting and folding
multiple paper pieces
and assembling them
into a spherical or
hexagonal form, you
can create a lantern
that stands on its own.
This style of Diwali
paper lantern craft
does not require a
hanging string and can

be placed on a table as
a centerpiece.

TIPS FOR
INVOLVING
CHILDREN IN
DIWALI PAPER
LANTERN CRAFT

Making lanterns is a
fantastic family
activity. Children love
the sensory experience
of cutting, folding, and
seeing their creation
come to life with light.
However, safety and
simplicity are key when
crafting with young
hands. Here are some
tips to make the
experience enjoyable
for everyone:

e Pre-cut the
strips: For
toddlers and
preschoolers,
prepare the
paper with pre-
cut slits so they
can focus on the
gluing and

8 Diwali Paper Lantern Craft

2023-01-22



Diwali Paper Lantern Craft 9

decorating.

e Use safety
scissors: Invest
in good-quality
child-safe
scissors that
actually cut
paper. This
prevents
frustration.
Focus on
decoration: Let
children take
charge of the
embellishment.
Provide stickers,
glitter glue, and
markers. The
Diwali paper
lantern craft
becomes a
canvas for their
imagination.
Keep lights
safe: Never give
young children
real candles.
Stick to warm-
white LED lights,
which are cool to
the touch and
safe.

e Make it a
storytelling
session: While
crafting, tell the
story of Diwali,
Lord Rama, and
the lighting of
lanterns. This
adds a rich
cultural layer to
the activity.

ECO-FRIENDLY
ASPECTS OF
PAPER LANTERNS

In a time when
sustainability is more
important than ever,
the Diwali paper
lantern craft stands out
as an eco-conscious
choice. Unlike mass-
produced plastic
decorations that end
up in landfills, paper
lanterns are
biodegradable and can
be made from recycled
materials. You can take
this a step further by
using old newspapers,
magazines, or brown



kraft paper. Decorate
with natural elements
like dried leaves,
flowers, or twigs. After
the festival, your paper
lantern can Dbe
composted or recycled
again. This creates a
beautiful, closed-loop
tradition that honours
the earth while
celebrating the light.

DISPLAYING YOUR
FINISHED
LANTERNS

Once you have created
your collection of paper
lanterns, the next step
is to display them
effectively. The beauty
of the Diwali paper
lantern craft lies in its
versatility. You can
hang them at varying
heights from a balcony
ceiling to create a
floating canopy of light.
Line them along a
staircase railing for a
welcoming glow. If you
are hosting a Diwali
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party, place a large
lantern on the dining
table as a centerpiece,
surrounded by diyas
and flower petals.
Grouping lanterns in
odd numbers (three or
five) creates a more
organic and visually
appealing
arrangement.
Remember that paper
is delicate, so avoid
hanging lanterns in
areas where they
might be brushed
against or exposed to
moisture.

CONCLUSION

The Diwali paper
lantern craft is more
than just a holiday
project; it is an act of
creation that embodies
the very spirit of the
festival. Each cut you
make, each fold you
press, and each light
you place inside is a
small ritual of hope and
renewal. Whether you
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are crafting alone for
quiet reflection or with
family for shared joy,
the lantern you make
becomes a symbol of
your own light. As you
hang it in your home,
let it remind you that
even the simplest
materials can be

transformed into
something beautiful.
This Diwali, take a
moment to slow down,
pick up some paper
and scissors, and light
up your world with a
craft that has been
cherished for
generations.
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