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INTRODUCTION:
THE
CONTROVERSIAL
MASTERPIECE
FROM TASCHEN

In  the  world  of  fine-art
pho tog raphy  and
provocative publishing,
few  names  command
as  much  respect  and
c o n t r o v e r s y  a s
Nobuyoshi  Araki.  The
J a p a n e s e
photographer,  known
for  his  unflinching
exploration  of  desire,
mortal i ty,  and  the
h u m a n  f o r m ,  h a s

produced some of  the
most arresting images
of  the  last  five
decades.  Among  his
many  ce l eb ra ted
works,  Araki  Tokyo
Lucky  Hole  From
B r a n d  T a s c h e n
stands as a particularly
bold  and  beautifully
c r a f t e d  v o l u m e .
P u b l i s h e d  b y
Taschen—the  German
publisher  synonymous
with  lavish,  oversized
art  books—this  edition
captures  Araki’s  raw,
int imate  v is ion  of
Tokyo’s  underground
erotic  culture.  For
collectors, photography
en thus i as t s ,  and

https://www.remodelicious.com/


2

2 Araki Tokyo Lucky Hole From Brand
Taschen

2023-10-30

s t u d e n t s  o f
c o n t e m p o r a r y
Japanese art, this book
represents more than a
simple monograph; it is
a cultural  artifact  that
pushes  boundaries
while  celebrating  the
human  condition.

THE LEGACY OF
NOBUYOSHI ARAKI

Before  diving  into  the
specifics  of  Araki
Tokyo  Lucky  Hole
F r o m  B r a n d
Taschen, it is essential
to  understand  the
artist  behind the lens.
Nobuyoshi  Araki,  born
in Tokyo in 1940, has
built  a  career  defined
by contradiction. He is
s imu l taneous ly  a
r o m a n t i c  a n d  a
p r o v o c a t e u r ,  a
documentar ian  of
everyday  life  and  a
chronicler  of  Tokyo’s
most  hidden  desires.
H i s  w o r k  s p a n s
m u l t i p l e

genres—portraiture,
landscape, still life, and
e r o t i c
photography—but  a
consistent thread runs
through  them  all:  an
unapologetic  embrace
of life in all its messy,
beautiful, and transient
glory.
Araki’s  photography is
deeply  personal.  He
f a m o u s l y
photographed his wife,
Yoko,  dur ing  their
honeymoon  and  later
documented her battle
w i t h  c a n c e r  a n d
eventual  death.  This
emotional  rawness
coexists with his more
explicit work, including
the bondage and fetish
imagery that has made
him  both  a  target  of
censo r sh ip  and  a
d a r l i n g  o f  t h e
international art world.
The result  is  an artist
who  re fuses  to  be
easily categorized, and
Araki  Tokyo  Lucky
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Hole  From  Brand
Taschen  exemplifies
this  refusal.

Araki’s
Relations
hip with
Tokyo
Tokyo is not merely a
backdrop  for  Araki’s
work;  it  is  a  l iving,
breathing  character.
The  city’s  neon-l i t
alleyways,  cramped
bars, and hidden clubs
provide  the  stage  for
his  explorations  of
i n t i m a c y  a n d
alienation.  In  Araki
Tokyo  Lucky  Hole
F r o m  B r a n d
Taschen, the city itself
becomes a labyrinth of
desire,  where  each
photograph invites the
viewer  to  descend
further  into  a  world

that most tourists—and
e v e n  m a n y
residents—never  see.
Araki’s Tokyo is a place
of  paradox:  hyper-
modern  yet  deeply
traditional,  public  yet
intensely  pr ivate,
chaotic  yet  strangely
ordered.

WHAT IS THE
“LUCKY HOLE” IN
ARAKI’S WORK?

The term “lucky hole”
r e q u i r e s  s o m e
contextual  unpacking.
In  the  underground
erotic culture of Tokyo,
a lucky hole refers to a
d i s c r e e t  s e x u a l
e n c o u n t e r
space—often  a  literal
hole in a wall through
which  anonymous
p h y s i c a l  c o n t a c t
occurs. It is a concept
rooted  in  anonymity,
spontaneity,  and  the
remova l  o f  soc ia l
identity. For Araki, the
lucky hole represents a
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pure  form  of  human
connection stripped of
pretense.
In Araki Tokyo Lucky
Hole  From  Brand
T a s c h e n ,  t h e
photographer turns his
lens  on  these  spaces
and  the  people  who
inhabi t  them.  The
images are not merely
pornographic; they are
a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l ,
psychological,  and
deeply  human.  Araki
captures  moments  of
v u l n e r a b i l i t y ,
tenderness,  and  raw
d e s i r e  w i t h  a
c o m p a s s i o n  t h a t
e levates  the  work
b e y o n d  s i m p l e
documentation.  The
lucky  hole  becomes a
metapho r  f o r  t he
hidden  corners  of  the
human  psyche—the
parts  of  ourselves  we
keep  secret  but  that
define us nonetheless.

The
Significan
ce of the
Title
The title Araki Tokyo
Lucky  Hole  From
Brand  Taschen  is
significant  on  multiple
levels. First, it anchors
the  work  in  a  specific
place  (Tokyo)  and  a
specific subculture (the
lucky hole). Second, it
foregrounds  Araki  as
t h e  a u t h o r i a l
voice—these  are  his
images,  his  vision,  his
interpretation  of  this
hidden world. Finally, it
signals  the  publisher,
Taschen,  which  brings
with  it  an expectation
o f  q u a l i t y ,
craftsmanship,  and
curatorial  rigor.  The
combination  of  these
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elements  creates  a
book that is at once a
pe rsona l  a r t i s t i c
s t a t e m e n t  a n d  a
collectible  object  of
great  value.

THE TASCHEN
EDITION: A CLOSER
LOOK

Taschen has earned its
r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a
publisher of sumptuous
art  books  that  are  as
much objects of beauty
as they are vessels for
content.  The  Araki
Tokyo  Lucky  Hole
From Brand Taschen
edition is no exception.
From the binding to the
paper  stock  to  the
printing  quality,  every
d e t a i l  h a s  b e e n
carefully considered to
enhance  the  viewing
experience.

Format
and
Design
The book is presented
in Taschen’s signature
overs ized  format,
allowing Araki’s images
to command the page.
T h e  l a r g e
reproductions draw the
viewer into the frame,
creating an immersive
e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t
smaller formats cannot
achieve.  The  paper  is
t h i c k  a n d  m a t t e ,
minimizing  glare  and
allowing the subtleties
of  Araki’s  black-and-
white  photography  to
shine.  The  binding  is
sturdy,  designed  to
withstand  repeated
handling—a  practical
consideration  for  a
book  tha t  i nv i tes
lingering examination.
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Image
Selection
and
Sequenci
ng
Araki  is  known for his
prolific  output,  and
curating a selection of
his  work  is  no  small
task.  The  editors  at
Taschen  have  worked
closely  with  the  artist
to choose images that
represent  the  fu l l
range of his vision for
t h i s  p r o j e c t .  T h e
sequencing  of  Araki
Tokyo  Lucky  Hole
From Brand Taschen
i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y
n o t e w o r t h y .  T h e
p h o t o g r a p h s  a r e
a r r a n g e d  n o t
chronologically  but
thematically,  creating

visual  rhymes  and
contrasts  that  deepen
t h e  v i e w e r ’ s
understanding  of  the
sub jec t .  A  tender
portrait  may follow an
explicit  scene,  forcing
t h e  v i e w e r  t o
reconsider both images
in a new light.

Text and
Context
While the photographs
are  the  stars  of  the
b o o k ,  t h e
accompanying  text
provides  valuable
context. Essays by art
c r i t i c s ,  c u l t u r a l
historians, and perhaps
A r a k i  h i m s e l f
(depending  on  the
edition)  offer  insights
i n t o  t h e  t h e m e s ,
t e c h n i q u e s ,  a n d
cultural  significance  of
the  work.  These  texts
a r e  w r i t t e n  i n  a n
accessible  style  that



Araki Tokyo Lucky Hole From Brand
Taschen 7

7

does not require a PhD
i n  a r t  h i s t o r y  t o
appreciate. They serve
as  a  gu ide  fo r  the
viewer,  illuminating
aspects  of  the  work
that  might  otherwise
go  unnoticed.

WHY THIS BOOK
MATTERS IN THE
PHOTOGRAPHY
WORLD

Araki  Tokyo  Lucky
Hole  From  Brand
Taschen  occupies  an
important  place  in
c o n t e m p o r a r y
p h o t o g r a p h y  f o r
several  reasons.  First,
i t  r e p r e s e n t s  a
collaboration  between
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
i m p o r t a n t  l i v i n g
photographers  and  a
publisher  dedicated to
p r e s e r v i n g  a n d
p r e s e n t i n g
photographic art in its
most  impactful  form.
Second,  i t  tackles
subject  matter  that

m a n y  o t h e r
photographers  would
shy  away  from,  doing
so with artistic integrity
and emotional depth.

Pushing
Boundari
es
Without
Exploitati
on
Araki  has  often  faced
criticism for his explicit
subject  matter,  with
some accusing him of
exploitation.  However,
a  careful  viewing  of
Araki  Tokyo  Lucky
Hole  From  Brand
Taschen  reveals  a
more  nuanced  reality.
Araki’s subjects do not
appear as objects; they
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appear as partners in a
visual  dialogue.  There
is  a  reciprocity  in  his
g a z e  t h a t
acknowledges  the
humanity of the people
he photographs. This is
no t  documenta ry
journalism  posing  as
art, nor is it art posing
as  journalism.  It  is
something  rarer:  a
genuine  encounter
between  photographer
and subject, preserved
on film and shared with
the world.

A
Documen
t of a
Vanishing
World
The underground erotic
culture  of  Tokyo  has
changed  dramatically

in  recent  decades.
Gentrification,
changing social mores,
and the rise of  digital
t e c h n o l o g y  h a v e
t r a n s f o r m e d  o r
eliminated many of the
s p a c e s  A r a k i
documented.  In  this
sense,  Araki  Tokyo
Lucky  Hole  From
B r a n d  T a s c h e n
serves as an important
h is tor ica l  record.
Future generations will
look  to  this  book  to
understand  a  facet  of
Tokyo  l i fe  that  has
largely  disappeared.
The book is not merely
provocat ive ;  i t  i s
preservative, capturing
a  moment  in  cultural
history  that  might
otherwise  be  lost.

COLLECTING THE
ARAKI TASCHEN
EDITION

For  collectors,  Araki
Tokyo  Lucky  Hole
From Brand Taschen
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represents a significant
acquisition.  Taschen
produces  its  books  in
limited quantities,  and
c e r t a i n
editions—particularly
those  signed  by  the
ar t i s t  o r  par t  o f  a
numbered  series—can
appreciate  in  value
o v e r  t i m e .  T h e
combination  of  Araki’s
r e p u t a t i o n ,  t h e
controversial nature of
the subject matter, and
Taschen’s  production
quality creates a book
that  is  highly  sought
after.

What to
Look For
If  you are  considering
adding  this  book  to
your  collection,  there
are  several  factors  to
c o n s i d e r .  F i r s t ,
c o n d i t i o n  i s
paramount.  Look  for
cop ies  w i th  c lean

pages, intact bindings,
a n d  n o  s i g n s  o f
damage  or  excessive
wear.  Second,  check
for edition information.
Signed copies are rare
a n d  c o m m a n d  a
p r e m i u m .  T h i r d ,
consider  whether  you
want  the  standard
edition  or  a  special
collector’s  version,
which  may  include
additional  prints  or
slipcases.

Care and
Display
Given  the  size  and
weight of the Taschen
edition,  proper display
is important. The book
should be stored flat or
upright  on  a  sturdy
shelf, away from direct
sunlight and excessive
humidity. If you choose
to display it on a coffee
table or similar surface,
consider  using a book
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stand to reduce stress
o n  t h e  b i n d i n g .
Handling the book with
clean hands or wearing
white  cotton  gloves
can  prevent  oils  and
dirt  from  transferring
to  the  pages.

CRITICAL
RECEPTION AND
CONTROVERSY

As with much of Araki’s
work,  Araki  Tokyo
Lucky  Hole  From
Brand  Taschen  has
generated  s t rong
reactions  from  critics
and  the  public  alike.
Some praise the book
for its fearlessness and
artistic  merit,  citing
Araki’s  ability  to  find
b e a u t y  i n  t a b o o
s u b j e c t s .  O t h e r s
c r i t i c i ze  i t  fo r  i t s
exp l i c i t  con ten t ,
arguing that it crosses
ethical  l ines.  This
controversy is, in many
ways,  central  to  the
book’s  significance.

G r e a t  a r t  o f t e n
p r o v o k e s  s t r o n g
reactions,  and  Araki’s
work is no exception.

The
Feminist
Critique
Some  feminist  critics
have taken issue with
Araki’s  portrayal  of
women,  arguing  that
his  work  reinforces
patr iarchal  power
structures.  Araki  and
his  defenders  counter
that  his  subjects  are
active  participants  in
the  creative  process,
and  tha t  h i s  work
explores female desire
on  i t s  own  te rms .
Araki  Tokyo  Lucky
Hole  From  Brand
Taschen  does  not
resolve  this  debate;
rather, it provides rich
material  for  ongoing
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d i scuss ion  about
representation,  power,
a n d  t h e  e t h i c s  o f
photography.

The Art
World’s
Embrace
Despite—or  perhaps
b e c a u s e  o f — t h e
controversy,  Araki  has
been embraced by the
in te rna t i ona l  a r t
establishment.  His
work  is  held  in  major
museum  collections,
and  exhibitions  of  his
photographs  draw
large  crowds.  Araki
Tokyo  Lucky  Hole
From Brand Taschen
has  been  reviewed
p o s i t i v e l y  i n  a r t
publications  and  has
found  a  recept ive
a u d i e n c e  a m o n g
collectors and scholars.
The book is  taught  in

university  courses  on
photography,  Japanese
c u l t u r e ,  a n d
contemporary  art,
further  cementing  its
place  in  the  canon.

COMPARING
ARAKI’S OTHER
TASCHEN
VOLUMES

Taschen has published
mult ip le  books  on
Araki’s work, each with
a distinct focus. Araki
Tokyo  Lucky  Hole
From Brand Taschen
is  part  of  a  broader
catalog  that  includes
v o l u m e s  o n  h i s
portraiture, his garden
photography,  and  his
explorations  of  death
a n d  e r o t i c i s m .
Comparing these books
reveals  the  range  of
Araki’s  interests  and
the consistency of  his
vision  across  different
subjects.
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Similariti
es Across
Editions
All  of  Araki’s  Taschen
editions  share  certain
characteristics:  high
production  values,
thoughtful  curation,
and a  commitment  to
presenting  the  artist’s
w o r k  i n  i t s  b e s t
possible  light.  Each
book is designed to be
exper i enced  as  a
whole, with images and
text  working  together
to  create  a  cohesive
narrative.

Unique
Qualities

of the
Lucky
Hole
Volume
W h a t  s e t s  A r a k i
Tokyo  Lucky  Hole
From Brand Taschen
apart  is  its  singular
focus  on  a  specific
s u b c u l t u r e  a n d
location.  While  other
Araki  volumes  range
broadly  across  his
career  o r  exp lore
universal  themes,  this
book drills deep into a
particular  world.  The
r e s u l t  i s  a  m o r e
intense,  concentrated
e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t
rewards  repeated
viewing.

CONCLUSION: WHY
THIS BOOK
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Araki  Tokyo  Lucky
Hole  From  Brand
Taschen is more than
a photography book; it
i s  a  p o r t a l  i n t o  a
h i d d e n  w o r l d ,  a
collaboration  between
a master  artist  and a
premier publisher, and
a  d o c u m e n t  o f  a
cultural moment that is
fast  receding  into
history.  For  those
willing to engage with
its  challenging subject
matter, the book offers
profound  insights  into

desire, anonymity, and
the  human  need  for
connection.  It  stands
as a testament to the
power  of  photography
to reveal what is often
hidden,  to  confront
what is often avoided,
and to celebrate what
is often condemned. In
the  pantheon  of  art
books,  this  volume
occupies a unique and
enduring  place—one
that  will  continue  to
provoke,  inspire,  and
f a s c i n a t e  f o r
generations to come.


