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WHY THE BERNAT PIPSQUEAK
BABY BLANKET PATTERN IS A
FAVORITE FOR COZY GIFTS

There  is  something  special  about
wrapping a baby in a blanket that feels
like  a  cloud.  Softness  is  the  highest
priority  for  any  baby  gift,  and  the
Bernat  Pipsqueak  baby  blanket
pattern delivers exactly that. This yarn

is renowned for its plush, furry texture
that  mimics  the feel  of  fleece or  even a
teddy bear. For crocheters and knitters
looking  to  create  a  gift  that  is  both
beautiful  and  functional,  Bernat
Pipsqueak has become a go-to choice.
Not only does it work up quickly due to
its bulky weight, but it also produces a
finished piece that parents will reach for
again and again.
In this guide, we will explore everything
you need to know about creating a baby
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blanket  using  Bernat  Pipsqueak.  From
selecting the right hook or needle size to
troubleshooting common challenges with
textured yarn, this article will  serve as
your  complete  resource.  Whether  you
are a beginner looking for your first baby
blanket project or an experienced maker
seeking  fresh  inspiration,  the  Bernat
Pipsqueak  baby  blanket  pattern  offers
versatility,  warmth,  and  undeniable
charm.

UNDERSTANDING BERNAT
PIPSQUEAK YARN

Before diving into patterns,  it  helps to
understand  the  yarn  itself.  Bernat
Pipsqueak is  a  super  bulky  (weight  6)
yarn  made  from  100%  polyester.  Its
defining  characteristic  is  the  long,  silky
fur  that  creates  a  plush,  faux  fur  effect.

Unl ike  standard  smooth  yarns ,
Pipsqueak has a halo of fibers that make
stitches  nearly  invisible.  This  changes
how you approach pattern construction.

Key Features of
Bernat Pipsqueak

Super bulky weight: Works up
quickly, making it ideal for last-
minute gifts.
Ultra-soft texture: Safe for
sensitive newborn skin and gentle
enough for daily use.
Machine washable and
dryable: Practical for busy
parents who need easy-care items.
Limited stitch definition: Best
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suited for simple stitch patterns
rather than intricate lace or cables.

Because of the fuzzy nature of this yarn,
the  Bernat  Pipsqueak  baby  blanket
pattern typically relies on basic stitches
like single crochet, half double crochet,
or  simple  garter  or  stockinette  in
knitting. Complex stitchwork gets lost in
the  fluff,  so  the  beauty  comes  from the
yarn  itself  rather  than  elaborate
patterning.

CHOOSING THE RIGHT TOOLS
FOR THE JOB

Working with Bernat Pipsqueak requires
some adjustments to your usual toolkit.
The bulky weight calls for larger hooks
and  needles,  but  the  slippery  texture
also demands careful tension control.

Recommended
Hook and Needle
Sizes
For crochet, a size N/P (10 mm) or M
(9  mm)  hook  works  well  with  most
Bernat Pipsqueak baby blanket patterns.
For knitting, US size 15 (10 mm) or 17
(12 mm) needles produce a fabric that
is dense enough to be warm yet soft and
drapey.  Always check your  gauge,  but
these  sizes  provide  a  good  starting
point.
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Tips for Working
with Fuzzy Yarn

Use a smooth hook or needle.1.
Bamboo or polished metal helps
the yarn glide without catching on
the fur.
Work in good lighting. The fluff2.
makes it hard to see individual
stitches, so bright, direct light is
essential.
Count stitches frequently. It is3.
easy to accidentally add or drop
stitches because the yarn
obscures the stitch tops.
Use stitch markers. Place a4.
marker at the beginning and end
of each row to maintain straight

edges.
Consider using a larger hook5.
than recommended. This
prevents the fabric from becoming
too stiff and allows the softness to
shine.

POPULAR BERNAT PIPSQUEAK
BABY BLANKET PATTERN
VARIATIONS

There are several  ways to approach a
Bernat Pipsqueak baby blanket pattern,
depending  on  your  skill  level  and  the
look  you  want  to  achieve.  Below  are
some of the most popular options that
work beautifully with this yarn.
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The Classic
Single Crochet

Blanket
This  is  the simplest  and most  popular
approach.  Using  single  crochet  (sc)
throughout creates a dense, warm fabric
that  feels  substantial  without  being
heavy.  Because single  crochet  stitches
are shorter  and tighter,  the fur  of  the
Pipsqueak stands up nicely,  giving the
blanket  a  fluffy,  fleece-like  appearance.
For the Bernat Pipsqueak baby blanket
pattern worked in single crochet, you will
typically need about three to four balls
of yarn for a standard baby blanket size
(30 by 36 inches).

The Half Double
Crochet Version
If you prefer a slightly looser drape, half
double crochet (hdc) provides a middle
ground  between  single  and  double
crochet. The fabric is still warm but has a
bit more give. This stitch works up faster
than  single  crochet,  making  it  an
excellent choice if you are short on time.
Many  crocheters  find  that  the  Bernat
Pipsqueak  baby  blanket  pattern  using
hdc creates a beautiful, squishy texture
that babies love to snuggle.
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The Garter Stitch
Knitted Blanket
For  knitters,  garter  stitch  (knit  every
row)  is  the  most  straightforward
approach.  Because  garter  stitch
produces a textured, reversible fabric, it
complements  the  fuzzy  nature  of
Pipsqueak perfectly. The ridges of garter
stitch help anchor the fur, preventing the
blanket  from  looking  too  flat.  A  Bernat
Pipsqueak baby blanket pattern knit in
garter stitch typically requires about four
to five skeins, depending on size.

Striped or Color-
Blocked Patterns
Bernat Pipsqueak comes in a variety of
soft pastel shades, including baby pink,
baby  blue,  mint  green,  lavender,  and
white. Alternating colors every few rows
creates  a  striped  effect  that  adds  visual
interest  without  requiring  complex
stitchwork.  For  a  modern  look,  try  a
color-block  design  with  two  or  three
contrasting shades.  Keep in  mind that
joining new colors in fuzzy yarn can be
slightly tricky, so weave in ends securely
and consider carrying the yarn up the
side if the stripes are narrow.



Bernat Pipsqueak Baby Blanket Pattern 7

7

Corner-to-Corner
(C2C) Design
Although  stitch  definition  is  low  with
Pipsqueak, corner-to-corner crochet can
stil l  produce  a  lovely  gradient  or
diagonal  pattern.  The  C2C  technique
creates a fabric  that  grows diagonally,
and  the  color  changes  add  a  subtle
ombre  effect.  Many  Bernat  Pipsqueak
baby  blanket  pattern  designers  have
embraced  C2C  because  it  works  well
with  the  yarn's  bulk  and  creates  a
modern, graphic look even with minimal
stitch visibility.

SIZING YOUR BABY BLANKET

Baby blankets come in several standard

sizes,  and  the  Bernat  Pipsqueak  baby
blanket pattern can be easily adapted to
any of them. Here are the most common
dimensions:

Receiving blanket: 24 by 24
inches, ideal for newborns and for
swaddling.
Stroller blanket: 30 by 36
inches, perfect for tucking around
a baby in a car seat or stroller.
Crib blanket: 36 by 50 inches,
suitable for the first year and
beyond.
Lovey or security blanket: 12
by 12 inches, often paired with a
stuffed animal head.

To  adjust  your  Bernat  Pipsqueak baby
blanket  pattern  for  a  different  size,
simply chain a different starting number
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or cast on a different number of stitches.
Keep in mind that super bulky yarn eats
up yardage quickly, so larger sizes will
require  significantly  more  yarn.  A  crib
blanket, for example, might need six to
eight balls of Pipsqueak.

ADDING BORDERS AND EDGES

Because  Bernat  Pipsqueak  has  limited
stitch  definition,  traditional  scalloped  or
picot  borders  can  be  challenging.
Simpler  edgings  work  best.  A  single
round of single crochet in a contrasting
color  creates  a  clean,  finished  look.
Alternatively, you can work a row of slip
stitches  along  the  edge  for  a  subtle,
polished  border.  If  you  want  a  more
decorative  edge,  consider  using  a
smooth  yarn  for  the  border,  such  as
Bernat Baby Blanket or a worsted weight

cotton. The contrast in texture between
the  fluffy  Pipsqueak  and  the  smooth
border  creates  a  lovely  visual  effect.

CARE INSTRUCTIONS FOR
BERNAT PIPSQUEAK BLANKETS

One of the biggest selling points of any
Bernat Pipsqueak baby blanket pattern is
the  ease  of  care.  Parents  appreciate
items that can be thrown in the washing
machine  without  special  treatment.  To
keep the blanket looking its best:

Machine wash in cold water on a
gentle cycle.
Use a mild detergent, and avoid
bleach or fabric softener.
Tumble dry on low heat or air dry
flat.
Avoid high heat, as polyester
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fibers can melt or become stiff.
Do not iron, as the fur will flatten
permanently.

With proper care, a blanket made from
Bernat  Pipsqueak  will  remain  soft  and
fluffy  for  years,  making  it  a  cherished
keepsake.

COMMON CHALLENGES AND HOW
TO OVERCOME THEM

Even  experienced  crafters  encounter
challenges  when  working  with  fuzzy
yarn. Here are the most common issues
and practical  solutions for  your Bernat
Pipsqueak baby blanket pattern.

Difficulty Seeing
Stitches
This is the number one complaint about
Pipsqueak.  The  long  fibers  obscure  the
V-shaped tops of stitches, making it hard
to know where to  insert  your  hook or
needle.  To combat this,  work in bright
daylight  or  use  a  headlamp.  Some
crocheters find that feeling for the stitch
with  their  fingers  works  better  than
relying  on  sight.  Running  your  finger
along the top of the row helps locate the
next stitch.
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Uneven Tension
It  is  common  to  pull  some  stitches
tighter than others when you cannot see
them clearly. This results in a wavy or
distorted  fabric.  To  maintain  even
tension, try to keep a consistent rhythm
and avoid yanking on the yarn. Using a
larger  hook  than  recommended  also
helps by loosening the overall fabric.

Yarn Splitting
Because Pipsqueak is made from many
fine fibers  twisted together,  the hook or
needle  can  sometimes  split  the  yarn,
creating  a  messy  look.  Using  a  blunt-
tipped hook or needle reduces the risk of
splitting. Also, inserting the tool directly

under  the  V  of  the  stitch  rather  than
through  the  center  of  the  loop  helps
keep the strands together.

Frogging
(Ripping Out) the
Yarn
If  you  make  a  mistake  and  need  to
unravel  your  work,  be  prepared  for  a
challenge.  The  fuzzy  fibers  cling
together,  making  it  difficult  to  pull  out
stitches.  If  possible,  avoid  frogging  by
checking your stitch count regularly.  If
you must rip out a row, do it slowly and
gently to avoid tangling or breaking the
yarn.
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WHY THIS PATTERN MAKES THE
PERFECT GIFT

Beyond the practical benefits, there is an
emotional  appeal  to  the  Bernat
Pipsqueak  baby  blanket  pattern.  The
finished  blanket  looks  and  feels  like  a
luxury item, yet it is made with durable,
machine-washable  materials.  Parents
appreciate receiving a gift that is both
beautiful and low-maintenance. Because
the yarn is so soft, it becomes a comfort
object  for  babies,  often  becoming  a
beloved attachment item that provides
security during naps and bedtime.
Additionally,  the  speed  of  completion
makes this pattern ideal for last-minute
baby  showers.  You  can  finish  a  small
stroller blanket in an evening or two, and
a full crib blanket over a weekend. This

quick turnaround means you can create
a  handmade  gift  even  when  your
schedule  is  t ight.

CONCLUSION

The  Bernat  Pipsqueak  baby  blanket
pattern is a wonderful choice for crafters
of all skill  levels who want to create a
gift  that  is  soft,  warm,  and  visually
inviting.  By  understanding  the  unique
properties  of  this  fuzzy  yarn  and
adjusting  your  technique  accordingly,
you can produce a beautiful blanket that
will be treasured for years. Whether you
choose a simple single crochet design, a
striped garter  stitch knit,  or  a modern
corner-to-corner pattern,  the result  will
be  a  cozy,  cloud-like  blanket  that  any
baby would be lucky to receive. With the
right tools,


