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DISCOVERING THE
ARTISTRY BEHIND
THE KABALEVSKY
VIOLIN CONCERTO
SHEET MUSIC

For violinists seeking a
vibrant, accessible, yet
deeply  expressive
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r
r e p e r t o i r e ,  t h e
Kabalevsky  Violin
Concer to  sheet
music  represents  a
perfect bridge between
technical  development
a n d  m u s i c a l
storytelling.  Dmitry
Kabalevsky’s  Violin

Concerto  in  C  major,
Op.  48,  composed  in
1948,  has  become  a
s t a p l e  i n  t h e
i n t e r m e d i a t e - t o -
a d v a n c e d  v i o l i n
literature.  Its  lyrical
melodies,  rhythmic
v i t a l i t y ,  a n d
orches t ra l l y  r i ch
textures  make  i t  a
f a v o r i t e  a m o n g
students,  educators,
and  even  seasoned
performers.  Whether
you are preparing for a
competition,  a  college
audition,  or  simply
exploring  Soviet-era
music,  understanding
t h e  n u a n c e s  o f
o b t a i n i n g  a n d
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interpreting  this  score
is essential. This article
explores  the  history,
structure, performance
considerations,  and
practical  advice  for
acquiring  and  using
Kabalevsky  Violin
Concer to  sheet
music  effectively.

HISTORICAL
CONTEXT AND
MUSICAL
SIGNIFICANCE

Dmitry  Kabalevsky
(1904–1987)  was  a
prominent  Sov ie t
composer, pianist, and
educator.  His  Violin
Concerto  was  written
during  a  period  when
Soviet  artists  were
encouraged  to  create
w o r k s  t h a t  w e r e
access ib le  to  the
m a s s e s  w i t h o u t
sacrificing  artistic
integrity. The concerto
reflects this  ethos:  it  is
melodically  direct,
rhythmically  engaging,

and  structurally  clear,
yet  it  offers  soloists
ample  opportunity  for
expressive  nuance.
The work premiered in
Moscow  with  violinist
David  Oistrakh,  who
championed  it  and
whose  influence  is  still
felt in many editions of
t h e  K a b a l e v s k y
Vio l in  Concerto
sheet music available
today.
The concerto is  set in
three movements:

Allegro molto e
con brio – An
energetic
opening with a
memorable main
theme, featuring
folk-like motives
and virtuosic
passagework.
Andantino
cantabile – A
lyrical, songful
movement that
showcases the
violin’s
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expressive
capabilities over
a delicate
orchestral
background.
Vivace giocoso
– A spirited finale
with dance-like
rhythms and
sparkling
technique, often
ending with a
brilliant coda.

T h i s  s t r u c t u r e ,
combined  with  the
concerto’s  moderate
technical  demands
(compared  to,  say,
T c h a i k o v s k y  o r
Sibelius),  makes  the
Kabalevsky  Violin
Concer to  sheet
music  an  excellent
choice  for  advancing
players  who  wish  to
d e v e l o p  t h e i r
interpretive  skills  and
o r c h e s t r a l
collaboration.

TYPES OF
KABALEVSKY
VIOLIN CONCERTO
SHEET MUSIC
AVAILABLE

When  searching  for
Kabalevsky  Violin
Concer to  sheet
m u s i c ,  y o u  w i l l
encounter  several
formats  and  editions.
Each  serves  different
needs,  from  study  to
performance.

Urtext
and
Critical
Editions
Urtext  editions aim to
present the composer’s
original  intentions
w i thout  ed i to r i a l
addit ions.  For  the
Kabalevsky  Concerto,
the most  authoritative
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urtext  usually  comes
from  publishers  like
Muzyka  (the  Soviet
state publisher) or later
scholarly  editions.
These  s co res  a re
invaluable  for  serious
study,  as  they  show
authentic  fingerings,
b o w i n g s ,  a n d
articulation marks from
the  composer  or  the
first  performers.
H o w e v e r ,  u r t e x t
ed i t ions  may  lack
helpful  fingering
s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r
modern  players.

Performa
nce
Editions
with

Fingering
and
Bowings
Many  publishers  offer
performance  editions
of  the  Kabalevsky
Vio l in  Concerto
sheet  music  that
i nc lude  ed i to r i a l
markings. For example,
the  edition  edited  by
David Oistrakh includes
fingerings,  bowings,
and  phras ing  that
reflect  his  legendary
interpretation.  Other
notable editors include
Joseph Gingold and the
Soviet-era  pedagogue
Yuri Yankelevich. These
e d i t i o n s  a r e
particularly  helpful  for
s tudents ,  as  they
prov ide  pract i ca l
guidance  on  how  to
navigate  technical
challenges.
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Piano
Reductio
n vs. Full
Orchestra
l Score
Most  violinists  use  a
piano  reduction  when
p r a c t i c i n g  o r
performing  with  a
pianist.  The  standard
Kabalevsky  Violin
Concer to  sheet
music set includes the
solo  violin  part  and a
piano reduction of the
o r c h e s t r a l
accompaniment.  Full
orchestral  scores  are
a v a i l a b l e  f o r
c o n d u c t o r s  o r
advanced  study.  Be
sure to verify that the
piano reduction is well-
arranged,  as  some
reduct ions  can  be

u n p l a y a b l e  o r
musically  thin.

Digital
and Print-
On-
Demand
Options
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o
traditional  printed
e d i t i o n s ,  d i g i t a l
v e r s i o n s  o f
Kabalevsky  Violin
Concer to  sheet
music  a re  w ide ly
a v a i l a b l e  f r o m
platforms  like  IMSLP
Petrucci  Music  Library
(free  public  domain),
Sheet  Music  Plus,  and
Musicnotes.  Digital
scores  allow  for  easy
a n n o t a t i o n ,
transposit ion,  and
printing,  but  ensure
the  file  quality  is  high



6

6 Kabalevsky Violin Concerto Sheet
Music

2022-09-26

enough  for  legible
reading during practice
or performance.

WHERE TO FIND
HIGH-QUALITY
KABALEVSKY
VIOLIN CONCERTO
SHEET MUSIC

To  acquire  reliable
Kabalevsky  Violin
Concer to  sheet
music,  consider  the
following  sources:

Music Libraries
and
Conservatories
– Many academic
libraries hold
Soviet-era
editions. If you
are a student,
check your
school’s music
library.
Online
Retailers –
Reputable sites
such as Sheet
Music Plus, J.W.
Pepper, and

Boosey &
Hawkes offer
both physical
and digital
copies.
Public Domain
Archives –
IMSLP hosts
several editions
of the concerto,
including early
printings and
later reprints.
Always compare
the edition date,
as older prints
may have
outdated
notations.
Specialized
Violin Shops –
Some violin
shops and
luthiers stock
sheet music,
though the
selection may be
limited.

When purchasing, look
for editions that clearly
credit  the  editor  and
publisher. Avoid poorly
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scanned  or  hasti ly
compiled  versions,  as
m i s s i n g  n o t e s  o r
unclear  dynamics  can
hinder your progress.

TECHNICAL AND
INTERPRETIVE
CONSIDERATIONS
FOR THE VIOLINIST

P l a y i n g  t h e
Kabalevsky  Violin
Concer to  sheet
music  r equ i res  a
balance  of  technical
proficiency and musical
sensitivity.  Here  are
key  aspects  to  focus
on:

First
Movemen
t: Allegro
molto e

con brio
The  opening  demands
clean articulation at  a
lively tempo. Passages
o f  d o u b l e  s t o p s ,
chromatic  runs,  and
rapid  string  crossings
feature  prominently.
Pay special attention to
the rhythmic precision
of  the dotted rhythms
and  syncopations.
M a n y  t e a c h e r s
recommend  practicing
the  first  movement
with  a  metronome  to
internalize  its  driving
pulse. The cadenza-like
s e c t i o n s  r e q u i r e
controlled  vibrato  and
dynamic contrast.

Second
Movemen
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t:
Andantin
o

cantabile
This  movement  is  the
heart  of  the concerto.
The melodic line must
s i n g  o v e r  t h e
accompaniment; use a
warm,  sustained  tone
and varied bow speed.
Portato  and  détaché
strokes  are  useful  for
shaping  phrases.  The
middle section includes
a  m o r e  a g i t a t e d
p a s s a g e  t h a t
modulates  to  darker
keys,  requiring careful
i n t o n a t i o n  a n d
emotional  depth.  The
Kabalevsky  Violin
Concer to  sheet
music  often  indicates
rubato;  experiment
with  elasticity  while

staying  connected  to
the  pulse.

Third
Movemen
t: Vivace
giocoso
The  finale  is  a  crowd-
pleaser with its playful,
dance-like  character.
Spiccato  bowing,  left-
hand  pizzicato,  and
fast scale patterns test
coordination. The main
t h e m e  r e t u r n s  i n
various forms, and the
c o d a  f e a t u r e s
fireworks.  Practice  the
thirds and sixths in the
left hand slowly before
building  speed.  Many
violinists  find  the  third
movement  the  most
technically challenging,
so  dedicated  etude
work (such as Kreutzer
o r  D o n t )  c a n  b e
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beneficial.

SELECTING THE
RIGHT EDITION
FOR YOUR LEVEL
AND GOALS

Not  all  Kabalevsky
Vio l in  Concerto
s h e e t  m u s i c  i s
c r e a t e d  e q u a l .
Consider  the  following
factors when choosing:

Your Skill Level
– If you are an
intermediate
player, an edition
with detailed
fingerings and
bowings (like
Oistrakh’s) will
help you avoid
awkward hand
positions.
Advanced
players may
prefer a minimal
edition to
develop their
own phrasing.
Performance
Context – For an

audition or
competition, use
a widely
accepted edition
that includes all
standard cuts
and ossia
passages. Some
older editions
omit the optional
cadenza in the
first movement;
ensure yours
includes it.
Accompanist
Needs – The
piano reduction
part must be
playable and
musically
satisfying. Listen
to recordings of
the full orchestral
version to
understand how
the piano
reduction
approximates it.
A poor reduction
can ruin
rehearsal
dynamics.
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Legibility and
Page Turns –
Check that the
music is clearly
printed with
adequate
spacing. For
performances,
consider a spiral-
bound or loose-
leaf edition to
avoid awkward
page turns.

PRACTICE
STRATEGIES USING
THE SHEET MUSIC

Effective  practice  with
Kabalevsky  Violin
Concer to  sheet
music  goes  beyond
simply  reading  notes.
Here are strategies:

Analyze the1.
Structure –
Mark the
exposition,
development,
and
recapitulation in
the first

movement.
Understanding
form helps you
make conscious
interpretive
choices.
Isolate Difficult2.
Passages – Use
a pencil to circle
tricky spots (e.g.,
the double-stop
runs in mm.
50–60 of the first
movement).
Practice them in
rhythmic
variations.
Listen to3.
Recordings –
Compare
performances by
Oistrakh, Repin,
and other
violinists. Note
how they handle
phrasing and
tempo. Use the
sheet music to
follow along and
annotate
nuances.
Work with a4.
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Pianist Early –
Don’t wait until
the part is
perfected.
Practicing with
the piano
reduction helps
you understand
the harmonic
and rhythmic
interplay.
Record5.
Yourself – Play
through sections
and listen
critically.
Compare your
version to your
goals. The sheet
music should be
a guide, not a
prison.

COMMON PITFALLS
AND HOW TO
AVOID THEM

M a n y  v i o l i n i s t s
underestimate  the
Kabalevsky  Violin
Concer to  sheet
music  because  i t
appears  less  overtly

virtuosic  than  other
concerti.  However,
several  traps  await:

Overly
Aggressive
First
Movement –
The marking
“con brio” does
not mean force.
Maintain a
healthy bow
contact point and
avoid crushing
the sound.
Sentimental
Second
Movement –
While lyrical, the
Andantino should
not drag. Keep a
sense of forward
motion, even in
the most
introspective
phrases.
Rushed Third
Movement –
The vivace
tempo tempts
speeding. Use
dotted-rhythm
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practice to
secure clarity,
and always count
rests carefully.
Neglecting
Dynamics –
Kabalevsky’s
dynamic
markings are
precise. Sudden
piano after forte
is common;
practice these
contrasts to keep
the music alive.

THE ROLE OF THE
KABALEVSKY
VIOLIN CONCERTO
IN REPERTOIRE
BUILDING

This concerto occupies
a  special  niche.  It  is
o f ten  ass igned  to
students  who  have
mastered  the  first  few
positions  and  basic
shifting but are not yet
ready for the Romantic
w a r h o r s e s .  T h e
Kabalevsky  Violin

Concer to  sheet
music  provides  an
excellent  opportunity
to  practice  orchestral
tutti passages, develop
soloistic presence, and
learn  a  significant
20th-century  work.  It
also appears on many
competition and exam
syllabi,  such  as  the
ABRSM  and  Trinity
College  London.
For  teachers ,  the
concerto  offers  a
structured  way  to
t e a c h  r h y t h m i c
i n d e p e n d e n c e ,
intonation in thirds and
sixths,  and  projection
of  a lyrical  line.  Many
educators  recommend
pairing  the  study  of
this  concerto  with
etudes  by  Schradieck
or  Ševčík  to  reinforce
left-hand facility.

CONCLUSION

T h e  Kaba levsky
Vio l in  Concerto
sheet  music  opens
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the door to a rewarding
musical  journey.  Its
a c c e s s i b l e  y e t
sophisticated  writing
makes  it  a  favorite
among  developing
v i o l i n i s t s  a n d  a
cherished  addition  to
any recital program. By
choosing  the  r ight
edition,  understanding

the  work’s  historical
context,  and  applying
thoughtful  practice
techniques,  you  can
bring  Kabalevsky’s
vibrant concerto to life.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
playing  from  a  urtext
score  or  an  Oistrakh-
annotated edition


