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THE ENDURING ARCHETYPE OF
THE WICKED SON OF A WITCH

In the vast landscape of storytelling, few
figures capture the imagination quite
like the Wicked Son Of A Witch. This
archetype, steeped in myth, folklore, and
modern popular culture, represents a
compelling intersection of inherited
power, moral ambiguity, and the
struggle for identity. While the wicked
witch herself is a well-trodden figure in
literature and legend, the narrative of
her male offspring offers a distinct and
often more complex examination of evil.
Is the son fated to follow in his mother's
dark footsteps, or can he forge a path of
his own? This article delves into the
origins, manifestations, and deeper
meanings of the Wicked Son Of A Witch,
exploring how this character type has
evolved from ancient myth to modern
blockbuster.

The phrase itself, "Wicked Son Of A
Witch," conjures images of a being born
into a legacy of malevolence. Unlike a
hero who chooses his destiny, this
character is often defined by his lineage.
He is the product of a powerful and often
feared mother, a sorceress who has bent
the natural order to her will. His
wickedness is presumed, inherited, and
expected. But the most compelling
stories featuring this archetype do not
simply accept this premise at face value.
Instead, they interrogate it, asking
whether evil is a choice or a birthright.

This exploration is what makes the
Wicked Son Of A Witch such a resonant
and enduring figure in our collective
storytelling.

The Mythological
Roots of the
Witch's Son

To understand the modern Wicked Son
Of A Witch, we must first look to the
past. Ancient mythology is filled with the
children of powerful, often dangerous,
female deities and sorceresses. While
not always labeled as "witches" in the
modern sense, figures like Circe and
Medea from Greek mythology were
powerful enchantresses whose sons
often had complex fates. For instance,
some versions of the myth recount that
Circe bore three sons to Odysseus.
These sons, while not necessarily
"wicked" in a simplistic sense, were born
of magic and a legendary voyage,
inheriting a destiny far from ordinary.

In Norse mythology, the figure of
Angrboda, a giantess often associated
with witchcraft and prophecy, bore three
monstrous children to Loki: the wolf
Fenrir, the serpent Jormungandr, and
Hel, the ruler of the underworld. While
not a son in the human sense, Fenrir is a
prime example of a being born from a
"witch-like" figure who is destined to
bring about chaos and destruction. The
narrative of the prophesied wicked son is
deeply embedded here. He is feared by
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the gods themselves, not for any crime
he has yet committed, but for what he
represents: the inevitable, uncontrollable
power that runs in his blood.

These early myths established a crucial
template. The Wicked Son Of A Witch is
often a figure of prophecy, a being
whose future is sealed before he draws
his first breath. The world sees him not
as an individual, but as a threat. This
pre-judgment becomes a central conflict
in his story. Will he fulfill the prophecy
simply because everyone expects him
to? This question of self-fulfilling destiny
is at the heart of the archetype, and it is
a theme that modern storytelling has
explored with increasing nuance.

The Wicked Son
In Literature:
From Folklore to
High Fantasy

Classic fairy tales are replete with
witches, but their sons are less common.
The focus tends to be on the witch
herself as the singular source of evil.
However, as literature evolved,
particularly with the rise of high fantasy
and Gothic fiction, the Wicked Son Of A
Witch began to emerge as a distinct
character in his own right.

One of the most famous examples,
though often debated, is Mordred from
Arthurian legend. While his mother is
often portrayed as Morgan le Fay—a
powerful sorceress who is sometimes a
witch, sometimes a healer, and
sometimes a queen—Mordred is
frequently depicted as the wicked son
destined to bring down Camelot. His

very existence is often the result of
deceit or dark magic, marking him from
birth as a creature of ill omen. Mordred's
story is a tragedy of fate and family,
where the sins and ambitions of the
mother (Morgan's desire for Arthur's
throne) are visited upon the son, who
becomes the instrument of destruction.
He is a classic Wicked Son Of A Witch,
not necessarily because his own choices
are evil, but because he is the living
consequence of a sorceress's designs.

Moving into more contemporary
literature, we see the archetype refined
and subverted. Consider the character of
Harry Potter in J.K. Rowling's series.
While Harry is undoubtedly the hero, his
mother, Lily Potter, was a powerful witch
who died protecting him. The prophecy
and Voldemort's actions paint Harry as a
"chosen one," but there is a parallel to
the wicked son myth. Harry is marked by
the Dark Lord, carrying a piece of
Voldemort's soul within him. He is
constantly afraid of his own potential for
darkness, of the Slytherin ambition and
the Parseltongue ability that seem to
mark him as different, even dangerous.
This internal struggle—"l am not a bad
person, | am not a Dark wizard"—is the
inverted journey of the Wicked Son Of A
Witch. He fights against the evil he fears
he might inherit.

A more direct example can be found in
the character of R.A. Salvatore's Drizzt
Do'Urden from the Forgotten Realms.
While his mother, Malice Do'Urden, is a
Matron Mother of a drow (dark elf)
house, a powerful priestess of the
chaotic evil spider goddess Lolth, Drizzt
himself is the virtuous son. However, his
story serves as the perfect foil for the
archetype. The drow society is one of
absolute wickedness, and Drizzt is born
into it. He is, by blood and birth, a
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Wicked Son Of A Witch. But he rejects
his inheritance. His entire life is a
rebellion against the evil he was born
into. This narrative beautifully illustrates
the core tension: nature versus nurture,
choice versus destiny. The drow society
expects every son to be a scheming,
backstabbing male in service to his
mother's ambition, but Drizzt chooses a
different code of ethics, proving that
even the ‘"wicked son" can find
redemption.

The Wicked Son
On Screen: The
Modern
Interpretation

In film and television, the Wicked Son Of
A Witch archetype has been given vivid,
visual life. The character of Damien
Thorn from The Omen (1976) is a
definitive modern version. He is literally
the son of the Devil (often associated
with a witch-like or satanic mother
figure), an Antichrist born to bring about
the end of days. Damien is not a
complex, brooding anti-hero; he is a
force of pure, inherited evil. His
wickedness is not a choice but a
biological and spiritual imperative. This
portrayal taps into deep-seated fears
about the corruption of innocence,
where a child, the most innocent of
beings, can be the ultimate vessel for
evil.

Conversely, the Star Wars saga offers a
powerful and more sympathetic take on
the archetype in the character of Kylo
Ren (Ben Solo). His mother, Leia
Organa, is not a witch in the traditional

sense, but she is a powerful Force-user
with a dark legacy of her own (her father
is Darth Vader). However, the narrative
of Star Wars: The Last Jedi explicitly
reframes Ben Solo's turn to the dark
side. We learn that Supreme Leader
Snoke had been manipulating him from
birth, and that Leia and Han Solo, while
loving, were partly responsible for his
fear and anger. Kylo Ren is the Wicked
Son Of A Witch who is consumed by the
fear of not being good enough, of being
seduced by the legacy of his
grandfather, Darth Vader. His story is a
tragedy of fractured family and failed
mentorship, where the "wickedness" is a
cry of pain and a desperate attempt to
find identity. He is the wicked son who
wants to be wicked because it is simpler
than fighting his own darkness.

The television series Once Upon a
Time inverts the archetype in a unique
way. Rumplestiltskin, the Dark One, is a
powerful sorcerer who could be
considered a "witch" figure. His son,
Baelfire (Neal Cassidy), is fundamentally
good, escaping his father's dark world.
But later, we see Rumplestiltskin's own
father, Malcolm, who is a cowardly and
selfish man. The series explores the
cyclical nature of this wickedness,
showing how the sins of the father (and
mother) are passed down. More directly,
the Wicked Witch of the West, Zelena,
has a daughter, Robin. Zelena's own
story is one of rejection and bitterness.
Her daughter, however, is given the
chance to break the cycle, to not be the
"wicked daughter of a witch." This
highlights a key aspect of the archetype:
the potential for redemption and growth.



Psychological

Her son is the living embodiment of that
transgression. He is the product of a
force that defies convention, and his

and Sym bO“C very existence is a challenge to the

Interpretation&.{

the Archetype

What does the figure of the Wicked Son
Of A Witch represent psychologically?
Jungian psychology offers a framework.
The witch archetype often represents
the "Terrible Mother," the dark,
devouring aspect of the feminine that is
feared. Her son, then, is the male who is
born from this terrifying power. He is the
child who must confront the shadow of
his mother, and in doing so, confront his
own shadow. The Wicked Son Of A Witch
is @ symbol of inherited trauma, the sins
and pains of the parent that are
unknowingly passed on to the child.

This archetype can be seen as a
metaphor for anyone who feels they are
defined by their family's past. A child of
an alcoholic, an abusive parent, or a
parent with a dark secret may feel that
they are destined to repeat those
mistakes. The Wicked Son Of A Witch is
the externalization of this internal fear:
"Am | becoming my mother? Am | cursed
by my blood?" The best stories about
this character are not about the evil they
do, but about their struggle to define
themselves against their lineage.

Symbolically, the Wicked Son Of A Witch
often represents a rebellion against the
natural order. A witch, by her nature, is a
figure who operates outside societal
norms, who harnesses forbidden power.

established order. This makes him a
igure for stories about change,
ion, and the breaking of old
structures. He is both the result of chaos
and the potential for a new world.

The Modern
Reinterpretation:
The Anti-Hero
Wicked Son

In recent years, the archetype of the
Wicked Son Of A Witch has undergone a
significant shift. We have moved from
the straightforward villainy of Damien
Thorn to the complex, sympathetic anti-
hero. This is evident in characters like
Tommy "The Termite" Tuppence
from the Amazon Prime series The Boys.
While not a direct witch, his mother is a
deeply manipulative and abusive
woman, and Tommy's entire worldview
is warped by his upbringing. He is a
product of a toxic, controlling female
figure, and his "wickedness" is a learned
behavior, a survival mechanism. The
show asks us to feel pity for him even as
we are horrified by his actions.

In the video game world, Lucien
Lachance from The Elder Scrolls IV:
Oblivion is a compelling example. He is a
member of the Dark Brotherhood, an
assassin's guild. While not explicitly the
"son of a witch
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