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INTRODUCTION:
UNVEILING THE
LANDSCAPE OF
COUNTY CLARE
THROUGH ITS MAP

To truly understand the
magic of western
Ireland, one must first
look to the Map of
County Clare
Ireland, a document
that reveals more than
just roads and
towns—it uncovers a
tapestry of dramatic
coastlines, ancient
history, and rugged
natural beauty. Nestled
along the Atlantic
seaboard between
Galway Bay and the

Shannon Estuary,
County Clare is a
region defined by
contrasts. A glance at
any detailed map
shows a land shaped
by the sea, limestone,
and time itself.
Whether you are
planning a pilgrimage
to the famous Cliffs of
Moher, tracing the
winding paths of the
Burren, or exploring
medieval castles
dotting the
countryside, the map
of County Clare is your
essential companion.
This article serves as a
comprehensive guide
to interpreting and
appreciating the
geography of this


https://www.remodelicious.com/

remarkable county,
ensuring you uncover
every hidden gem it
has to offer.

For travelers,
historians, and
adventurers alike,

understanding the
Map of County Clare
Ireland is the first step
to unlocking the stories
held within its valleys
and shorelines. The
county's layout is both
intuitive and surprising,
with its major arteries
weaving through
landscapes that shift
from lunar-like karst
plateaus to lush green
pastures. In this guide,
we will traverse the
county from north to
south, east to west,
exploring key regions,
must-see attractions,
and the practical
knowledge necessary
for navigating Clare's
unique terrain. So
unfold your map,
whether digital or

paper, and prepare to
explore one of Ireland's
most captivating
counties.

GEOGRAPHICAL
OVERVIEW: THE
SHAPE AND SOUL
OF COUNTY CLARE

Location
and
Boundari
es

County Clare occupies
a strategic position on
Ireland's west coast. It
is bordered by the
Atlantic Ocean to the
west, with Galway Bay
to the north and the
Shannon Estuary to the
south. To the east, it
meets County Limerick
and a small portion of
County Galway. This
coastal positioning
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gives Clare its
famously changeable
weather and its
dramatic seascapes.
On the Map of County
Clare Ireland, you will
notice that the county
is roughly triangular in
shape, with the Burren
region dominating the
north, the fertile plains
stretching through the
center, and the rolling
hills and river valleys
defining the south.

Topograp
hy and

Landscap
e Regions

One of the most
striking features visible
on any Map of
County Clare Ireland
is the stark division
between its distinct
geographical regions.

The northern part of
the county is
dominated by the
Burren, a vast
limestone plateau
renowned for its karst
landscape, rare flora,
and ancient
archaeological sites.
This area appears as a
rocky, almost barren
expanse on the map,
with few major roads
traversing its interior.
Central Clare s
characterized by more
traditional Irish
countryside, with
patchwork fields,
hedgerows, and the
bustling market town
of Ennis, which serves
as the county capital.
Southern Clare
features the Shannon
Estuary, with important
towns such as Shannon
Town and Killaloe,
where the River
Shannon widens into
the great lake of Lough
Derg.



Waterwa
ys and
Coastline

The coastline of County
Clare is exceptionally
varied and is one of its
greatest attractions.
On the Map of County
Clare Ireland, the
coastline stretches for
hundreds of
kilometers, featuring
sandy beaches,
towering sea cliffs, and
rocky headlands. The
Cliffs of Moher form the
most dramatic section,
rising over 200 meters
above the Atlantic. The
county is also defined
by the River Shannon,
its longest river, which
forms much of the
southern boundary.
Lough Derg, a major
lake on the Shannon,
offers opportunities for
watersports and scenic

cruising. Inlets and
bays such as
Ballyvaughan Bay,
Liscannor Bay, and the
Mouth of the Shannon
provide shelter for
fishing villages and
small harbors, all
clearly marked for the
discerning map reader.

NAVIGATING KEY
TOWNS AND
VILLAGES ON THE
MAP

Ennis:
The Heart
of the
County

As the county town,
Ennis is the largest
urban center and the
hub of transport
networks. On the Map
of County Clare
Ireland, Ennis appears
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centrally located,
making it an ideal base
for exploring the rest of
the county. The town is
famous for its medieval
streets, the Clare
Museum, and a vibrant
traditional music
scene. Roads radiate
from Ennis to all
corners of Clare, with
the N85 connecting to
the Cliffs of Moher, and
the M18 motorway
linking to Shannon
Airport and Galway.

Kilkee
and the
Loop
Head
Peninsula

Located on the
southwest coast, Kilkee
is a Victorian seaside
resort known for its

sheltered horseshoe
bay and dramatic cliffs.
The Loop Head
Peninsula, marked on
the Map of County
Clare Ireland as a
long finger of land
pointing into the
Atlantic, is a hidden
gem. The journey to
Loop Head Lighthouse

offers some of the
most spectacular
coastal views in

Ireland. The N67 road
winds along the coast
here, passing through
charming villages such
as Doonbeg and
Kilbaha.

Doolin:
Gateway
to the
Aran



Islands

Doolin is a small village
on the northwest coast
that has become a
mecca for traditional
Irish music and a
departure point for the
Aran lIslands. On the
Map of County Clare
Ireland, Doolin lies
just north of the Cliffs
of Moher, and the
iconic cliff walk
connects the two
locations. The village
itself is small, but its
strategic position
makes it a vital stop for
travelers exploring the
Burren and the coast.

Ballyvaug
han and
Lisdoonv

dallna

Ballyvaughan is a
picturesque fishing
village nestled on the
shores of Galway Bay,
at the northern edge of
the Burren. It is a
popular base for
exploring the Burren's
unique landscape.
Nearby Lisdoonvarna is
famous for its annual
matchmaking festival,
but also serves as a
spa town. Both towns
are clearly marked on
the Map of County
Clare Ireland and are
connected by the R477
coastal road, which is
considered one of the
most scenic drives in
Ireland.

THE BURREN: A
LUNAR
LANDSCAPE ON
THE MAP
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Understa

nding the
Burren's
Unique
Geograph

y

The Burren is a
landscape unlike any
other in Europe. On the
Map of County Clare
Ireland, it occupies
the entire
northwestern section
of the county,
extending from the
coast inland for many
kilometers. The name
"Burren" comes from
the Gaelic word
"Boireann," meaning a
rocky place. This karst
landscape was formed
over millions of years
as rainwater dissolved

the limestone, creating
a network of caves,
grikes (fissures), and
clints (flat limestone
pavements). The map
shows few settlements
within the Burren's
interior, as the thin soil
and exposed rock
make agriculture
challenging. Instead,
the region is dotted
with ancient tombs,
ring forts, and early
Christian churches.

Key Sites
In the
Burren

A detailed Map of
County Clare Ireland
will highlight several
must-visit locations
within the Burren. The
Poulnabrone Dolmen is
perhaps the most
photographed

megalithic tomb in



Ireland, dating back to
the Neolithic period.
The Burren National
Park, located near the
village of Kilnaboy,
offers marked trails
through the heart of
the karst landscape.
Other notable sites
include the
Caherconnell Stone
Fort, a well-preserved
ring fort, and the
Aillwee Cave, one of
the oldest caves in
Ireland, which visitors
can explore on guided
tours. The Clare Way, a
long-distance walking
trail, traverses the
Burren and is indicated
on many maps.

Flora and
Fauna of
the

Burren

Despite its barren
appearance, the
Burren is a botanical
wonderland. On a Map
of County Clare
Ireland, you may not
see the flora, but the
region is famous for
the Aran gentian, a
rare blue flower, and
the Mediterranean
orchid. The Burren is
also home to a unique
mix of Arctic, Alpine,
and Mediterranean
plants that coexist due
to the mild, moist
climate. Visitors can
explore the Burren as a
UNESCO Global
Geopark, with
interpretation centers
in Kilfenora and
Ballyvaughan providing
deeper insight into this
extraordinary
landscape.
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THE WILDAtlantic Way, the
world's longest defined
coastal touring route.

ATLANTIC WAY:
CLARE'S COASTAL

HIGHLIGHTS

The Cliffs
of Moher

No map of County
Clare is complete
without a prominent
marker for the Cliffs of
Moher. These majestic
sea cliffs stretch for
about 14 kilometers
along the southwestern
coast of the Burren
region. The Map of
County Clare Ireland
will show the Cliffs
located near the
villages of Liscannor
and Doolin. O'Brien's
Tower, a round stone
tower built in 1835,
stands at the highest
point and offers
panoramic views. The
cliffs are a signature
point on Ireland's Wild

On a clear day, the
Aran Islands and the
Twelve Bens of
Connemara can be
seen across Galway
Bay.

Coastal
Drives
and
Walking
Trails

Following the Wild
Atlantic Way along the
Map of County Clare
Ireland reveals a
succession of
breathtaking

viewpoints. The route
from the Cliffs of Moher
north to Ballyvaughan
is particularly scenic,
passing through Doolin



and along the coast
with views of the Aran
Islands. The Burren
Way, a long-distance
walking trail, also
follows this coastal
section. The southern
coast, from Kilkee to
Carrigaholt, offers
equally stunning
scenery with towering
sea stacks and
secluded coves. The
loop around Loop Head
is regarded as one of
the  finest  coastal
drives in Europe and is
clearly marked on
detailed maps.

Beaches
and Bays

County Clare is home
to some of Ireland's
finest beaches.
Lahinch, located just
south of the Cliffs of
Moher, is a popular
surfing destination with
a long stretch of

10

golden sand. The Map
of County Clare
Ireland will show
Lahinch as a significant
coastal resort. Fanore
Beach, situated
between the Burren
and the sea, is another
beautiful stretch of
sand, ideal for walking
and dolphin spotting.
Spanish Point, further
south, offers a more
exposed and dramatic
beach with historical
connections to the
Spanish Armada.

HISTORICAL AND
ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SITES ACROSS
CLARE

Castles
and
Tower

10
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Houses

County Clare is dotted
with the ruins of
castles and tower
houses, many of which
are marked on the
Map of County Clare
Ireland. Bunratty
Castle, located in the
south of the county
near Shannon, is one of
the finest medieval
castles in Ireland, fully
restored and furnished
with period artifacts.
Dunguaire Castle,
situated on the shores
of Galway Bay near
Kinvara, is a 16th-
century tower house
that hosts medieval
banquets. Other
notable castles include
Dysert O'Dea Castle,
which houses a
museum of the local
area, and Carrigaholt
Castle, standing
proudly on the Loop
Head Peninsula.
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Early
Christian
and
Monastic
Sites

The map of County
Clare reveals a rich
monastic heritage. The
Burren alone contains
the largest
concentration of early
Christian sites in
Ireland. The monastery
at Corcomroe Abbey,
founded in the 12th
century, is remarkably
well-preserved and sits
in a secluded valley in
the Burren. The Map
of County Clare
Ireland will also direct
you to Kilfenora, a
former bishopric with a
cathedral and high
crosses, as well as the



Holy Well at St. Brigid's
Well in Liscannor. The
Scattery Island
monastery, located in
the Shannon Estuary,
is accessible by boat
from Kilrush and
features a unique
round tower.

Megalithi
c Tombs
and
Ancient
Structure
S

Beyond Poulnabrone
Dolmen, the Burren is
home to over 500
known megalithic
tombs, ring forts, and
ancient field systems.
A detailed Map of
County Clare Ireland
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will show many of
these sites, including
the Gleninsheen
Wedge Tomb, the
Parknabinnia Wedge
Tombs, and the
Caherdoonfergus Ring
Fort. The landscape of
the Burren itself can be
read as an
archaeological map,
with traces of human
habitation dating back
over 6,000 years.
Guided tours and
interpretative signs
help visitors
understand the
significance of these
ancient remains.

PRACTICAL
NAVIGATION TIPS
FOR USING A MAP
OF COUNTY CLARE

Understa
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Road

nding

Networks

and

Sighage

13

Navigating County
Clare requires some
understanding of the
Irish road classification
system, which is
clearly shown on the
Map of County Clare
Ireland. National
primary roads
(designated with an
"N" prefix) are the
main arteries, such as
the N85



