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INTRODUCTION:
WHY THE BOOK OF
DANIEL STUDY
MATTERS TODAY

The Book of Daniel
stands as one of the
most remarkable and
intriguing texts in the
biblical canon. For
centuries, readers have
been drawn to its vivid
visions, its dramatic
courtroom narratives,
and its profound
messages about faith
under pressure. A
serious Book of
Daniel study rewards
the careful reader with
insights into history,
prophecy, and the

unchanging nature of
God. Whether you
approach it as a
student of Scripture, a
seeker of wisdom, or
someone curious about
apocalyptic literature,
this ancient book
speaks with surprising
relevance to modern
life. In this
comprehensive guide,
we will walk through
the structure, themes,
historical background,
and interpretive
approaches that make
a deep Book of
Daniel study both
accessible and
enriching.

THE HISTORICAL
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BACKGROUND

Understanding the
world into which Daniel
stepped is essential for
any meaningful Book
of Daniel study. The
narrative opens around
605 BC, during the first
wave of Babylonian

deportations from
Judah. King
Nebuchadnezzar of
Babylon had

conquered Jerusalem
and carried off choice
young men from the
royal family and
nobility. These youths,
including Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah, were selected
for a rigorous three-
year training program
intended to mold them
into servants of the
Babylonian empire.

Babylon at this time
was the dominant
power in the ancient
Near East. Its culture

was
sophisticated, and
often morally corrupt
from a Hebrew
perspective. The
pressures on these
young Judean exiles
were immense: they
faced new names, new
foods, new laws, and a
new religion. The Book
of Daniel study thus
begins with a tension
that runs throughout:
how do God's people
remain faithful when
surrounded by a
culture that demands
assimilation?

The historical setting
also includes the
transition from
Babylonian to Persian
rule. Daniel lived
through the fall of
Babylon in 539 BC and
served under Darius
the Mede and Cyrus
the Great. This long
career of faithful
service, spanning
approximately seventy
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years, provides the
biographical framework
for the first half of the
book. A comprehensive
Book of Daniel study
recognizes that these
historical details are
not mere background;
they are integral to the
message of God's
sovereignty over
human kingdoms.

STRUCTURE AND
LITERARY DESIGN

A thoughtful Book of
Daniel study reveals
a deliberate literary
structure. The book
divides neatly into two
halves. Chapters 1
through 6 contain court
narratives, mostly in
the third person, that
showcase Daniel and
his friends navigating
life under foreign
rulers. These stories

are accessible,
dramatic, and filled
with memorable

scenes: the refusal of

royal food, the
interpretation  of
Nebuchadnezzar's
dream, the fiery
furnace, the madness
of the king, the
handwriting on the
wall, and the lion's
den.

Chapters 7 through 12
shift to apocalyptic
visions, written in the
first person. Here the
language becomes
symbolic, the imagery
more strange, and the
timeline more cosmic.
Daniel sees four beasts
emerging from the sea,
a ram and a goat
locked in combat, a
mysterious figure
called the Son of Man,
and a detailed
prophecy about the
rise and fall of empires.
This structural division
is important because
each half requires a
different  interpretive
approach. A careful
Book of Daniel study



respects the distinct
literary genres while
also tracing the
unifying themes that
bind both halves
together.

The
Language
Shifts

One fascinating feature
that emerges in any
thorough Book of
Daniel study is the
bilingual nature of the
text. Daniel was
written in two
languages: Hebrew
from chapters 1 and 8
through 12, and
Aramaic from chapter
2 verse 4 through
chapter 7. Aramaic was
the lingua franca of the
Persian Empire, the
common language of
diplomacy and
commerce. This shift is

not arbitrary. The
Aramaic section deals
with matters that
concern the nations at
large—the rise and fall
of empires, the
sovereignty of God
over all rulers—while
the Hebrew sections
focus more specifically
on God's people Israel
and their ultimate
destiny. Recognizing
this linguistic structure
adds depth to any
serious Book of
Daniel study.

MAJOR THEMES IN
THE BOOK OF
DANIEL

A rich Book of Daniel
study uncovers
several dominant
themes that resonate
throughout the entire
work. These themes
are not only
theologically significant
but also practically
relevant for readers
today.
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The
Sovereign
ty Of God
Over
History

Perhaps the most
prominent theme is
that God, not human
rulers, holds ultimate
authority over history.
Nebuchadnezzar learns
this lesson the hard
way when he is
reduced to eating
grass like an ox for
seven years.
Belshazzar learns it
when a disembodied
hand writes his doom
on the palace wall.
Daniel himself
repeatedly declares
that God "changes
times and seasons; he
deposes kings and sets

up kings." This
conviction is the
anchor of the entire
Book of Daniel
study. In a world that
often seems chaotic
and ruled by powerful
but flawed leaders,
Daniel insists that a
higher purpose is at
work.

Faithful
Resistanc
e And
Civil
Disobedie
nce

Daniel and his friends
consistently refuse to
compromise their faith,
even when
disobedience carries
severe conseqguences.



Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego refuse
to bow to the golden
idol, declaring that God
is able to deliver them
but also that they will
not serve false gods
even if he chooses not
to. Daniel continues to
pray openly toward
Jerusalem despite the
royal decree that
makes such prayer a
capital  offense. A
practical Book of
Daniel study often
presses readers to
consider where they
face pressure to
compromise their own
convictions and how
they might respond
with both courage and
wisdom.

Humility
And

Wisdom

Daniel repeatedly
displays a humble
dependence on God for
wisdom. When
Nebuchadnezzar
demands the
interpretation of his
forgotten dream,
Daniel does not rely on
his own intelligence
but gathers his friends
for prayer. When he
receives visions of the
future, he admits that
he is deeply troubled
and does not fully
understand. This
humility stands in
sharp contrast to the
pride of the Babylonian
kings. A prayerful
Book of Daniel study
invites readers to
cultivate the same
spirit of dependence
and teachability.

6 The Book Of Daniel Study

2022-07-26



The Book Of Daniel Study 7

Eschatolo

gy And

The

Kingdom

Of God

The second half of
Daniel is the Bible's
most developed
apocalyptic section
before the book of
Revelation. Daniel sees
the rise and fall of
successive empires
and looks forward to a
time when the
kingdom of God will be
established forever.
The Son of Man figure
in chapter 7 is given
dominion, glory, and a
kingdom that will never
pass away. Christian
interpreters have long
seen this as a
prophecy of Jesus

Christ. A serious Book
of Daniel study
grapples with how
these visions inform
Christian hope about
the ultimate triumph of
God's justice and
peace.

INTERPRETIVE
APPROACHES TO
DANIEL

Anyone undertaking a
serious Book of
Daniel study quickly
discovers that scholars
differ on how to
interpret key passages,
especially the
prophecies in chapters
2, 7, 8, and 9.
Understanding the
major interpretive
frameworks enriches
the study and helps
readers appreciate the
depth of the text.



facing persecution
under Antiochus. While
Jt raises questions

H |Sto n@atl authorship and

The

prediction, a Book of
niel study that

'C rltl Cé gages with this view

Approach

Many academic
scholars date the final
composition of Daniel
to the Maccabean
period, around 165 BC.
From this perspective,
the prophecies are not
predictions but rather
historical summaries
written after the
events they describe.
The four kingdoms are
typically identified as
Babylon, Media, Persia,
and Greece, with
Antiochus Epiphanes
playing the role of the
arrogant little horn.
This approach
emphasizes the book's
message of
encouragement to Jews

gains insight into how
the text functioned for
its original audience.

The
Tradition
al
Approach

Conservative and
evangelical scholars
maintain that Daniel
himself wrote the book
in the sixth century BC
and that its prophecies

are genuine
predictions. In this
view, the four

kingdoms are Babylon,
Medo-Persia, Greece,
and Rome, with the
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little horn representing
a future Antichrist
figure. The ‘"seventy
weeks" of chapter 9
are seen as a detailed
timeline leading to the
first coming of Christ
and looking ahead to a
future tribulation
period. This approach
values the book's
predictive character
and its connection to
New Testament
eschatology. A
balanced Book of
Daniel study should
at least familiarize
readers with both
major perspectives so
they can form their
own conclusions.

The
|dealist
Approach

A third interpretive
lens sees the empires

and events in Daniel as
symbols of the ongoing
struggle between God
and the forces of evil
throughout history.
Rather than mapping
specific kingdoms to
specific historical
entities, this approach
reads the visions as
timeless illustrations of
the pattern of pride,
judgment, and
redemption. An idealist
Book of Daniel study
focuses on the
theological principles
and the call to faithful
endurance rather than
on decoding precise
historical identities.

KEY PASSAGES
FOR DEEPER
STUDY

Certain passages in
Daniel deserve special
attention during a
focused Book of
Daniel study. These
texts are among the
most memorable in



Scripture and carry
deep theological
weight.

Daniel
Chapter
1: The
Test Of
Faithfulne
SS

Daniel resolves not to
defile himself with the
royal food and wine.
This decision, made
with courtesy and
wisdom, leads to a ten-
day test that results in
Daniel and his friends
appearing healthier
than those who ate the
king's rich fare. The
lesson here is not
simply about diet but
about the principle of

10

honoring God in small,
consistent choices. A
practical Book of
Daniel study might
ask: where are we
tempted to
compromise in
seemingly small
matters, and how can
we develop the
character to stand
firm?

Daniel
Chapter
3: The
Fiery
Furnace

The story of Shadrach,
Meshach, and
Abednego is one of the
most powerful in all of
Scripture. The three
young men refuse to
worship the golden
image that
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Nebuchadnezzar has
set up. Their defiant
faith is summed up in
their declaration: "Our
God whom we serve is
able to deliver us from
the furnace of blazing
fire; and he will deliver
us out of your hand, O
king. But even if he
does not, let it be
known to you, O king,
that we are not going
to serve your gods."
This is a profound
lesson in trusting God's
sovereignty regardless
of the outcome. An
honest Book of
Daniel study forces
readers to confront
whether their faith is
conditional on God's
protection or whether
it rests solely in his
character.

Daniel
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Chapter
6: The
Lion's
Den

Daniel, now an old
man, again faces a
choice between
obedience to God and
obedience to human
authority. His habit of
praying three times a
day toward Jerusalem
is well established. The
conspirators

manipulate the king
into signing a law that
makes praying to
anyone but the king a
capital offense. Daniel
does not change his
routine. His
faithfulness results in a
night in the lion's den,
but God sends an
angel to shut the
mouths of the lions.



The chapter ends with
a decree from Darius
acknowledging the
living God. A Book of
Daniel study of this
chapter often
emphasizes the
importance of
consistent spiritual
disciplines as a
foundation for
courageous faith.

Daniel
Chapter
9: The
Seventy
Weeks

This chapter contains
one of the most
debated and studied
passages in the entire
Bible. Daniel prays a
heartfelt prayer of
confession on behalf of
his people, and the

12

angel Gabriel appears
with a vision of
"seventy weeks" that
have been decreed for
Daniel's people and the
holy city. The prophecy
speaks of finishing
transgression, putting
an end to sin, atoning
for iniquity, and
bringing in everlasting
righteousness. The
precise meaning of the
weeks and their
fulfillment has been
discussed by Jewish
and Christian
interpreters for two
thousand years. A
thorough Book of
Daniel study of this
passage requires
patience, humility, and
a willingness to engage
with multiple
interpretations.

PRACTICAL
APPLICATION FOR
MODERN READERS

The Book of Daniel is
not only a historical
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and prophetic text; it is
also a practical guide
for living faithfully in a
complex world. Here
are several ways that a
Book of Daniel study
can shape daily life.

e Develop a non-
negotiable
prayer life:
Daniel prayed
regularly despite
threats. Regular
prayer anchors
faith in God's
character and
will.

e Learn to speak
truth to power
with grace:
Daniel
consistently
addressed kings
with respect
while
maintaining
integrity. This
balance is a
model for
engaging leaders
today.

 Build

13

community for
mutual
support: Daniel
and his friends
prayed together
and stood
together. Faith is
strengthened
when shared
with others who
share the same
convictions.
Keep the long
view of history:
Daniel's visions
remind us that
current events
are part of a
larger story that
ends with God's
kingdom
established. This
perspective
breeds hope and
patience.
Expect God to
be present in
trials: The fourth
man in the
furnace and the
angel in the
lion's den show



that God does
not always
remove danger
but is present
within it.

COMMON
CHALLENGES IN

14

STUDYING DANIEL

Every Book of Daniel
study comes with
challenges. The
apocalyptic visions can
be confusing, the
historical context is
distant,
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