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THE MAN BEHIND THE MAGIC: UNVEILING THE AUTHOR OF A CLASSIC

For generations, readers have tumbled through the back of a wardrobe into the snowy, magical land
of Narnia. This enduring story of four siblings, a noble lion, and a battle between good and evil has
captivated millions. Yet, for all the familiarity of the world of fauns and Turkish delight, many readers
still ask a fundamental question: Who wrote The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe? The
answer leads to one of the most fascinating and complex figures in twentieth-century literature:
Clive Staples Lewis, better known as C.S. Lewis.

Understanding who wrote The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe is more than a simple matter of
attribution. It is a journey into the life of a scholar, a convert, a friend, and a storyteller who wove his
deepest beliefs into a narrative that transcends age and time. This article explores not only the
identity of the author but also the inspiration, the creative process, and the enduring legacy of the
man who created Narnia.

CLIVE STAPLES LEWIS: A BIOGRAPHY OF THE AUTHOR

C.S. Lewis was born on November 29, 1898, in Belfast, Ireland. His full name, Clive Staples Lewis,
was one he disliked as a young boy, preferring to be called "Jack" after a beloved dog. The death of
his mother when he was only nine years old profoundly shaped his worldview and his writing. He
was sent to a series of boarding schools in England, where he experienced both academic rigor and
considerable hardship.

The Scholar of Oxford and Cambridge

Lewis was an exceptionally bright student. He won a scholarship to University College, Oxford, but
his studies were interrupted by World War |. He served on the front lines in France, an experience
that left him wounded and deeply disillusioned. Returning to Oxford after the war, he achieved first-
class honours in Greek and Latin Literature, Philosophy, and Ancient History. He became a Fellow
and Tutor in English Literature at Magdalen College, Oxford, where he remained for nearly thirty
years before becoming the first Professor of Medieval and Renaissance English at Cambridge
University.

It is crucial to understand that the man who wrote The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe was not
merely a children's author. He was a towering intellectual figure, a literary critic, a theologian, and a
prolific writer of adult fiction and non-fiction. His academic work, particularly The Allegory of Love,

remains highly influential. This scholarly background gave Narnia a depth and coherence that simple
fantasy tales often lack.

The Conversion and the Inklings

Perhaps the most significant turning point in Lewis’s life was his conversion to Christianity. He had
been raised in the Anglican faith but became an atheist in his teens. Through long conversations
with friends like J.R.R. Tolkien and Hugo Dyson, he gradually came to believe in God. He famously
described himself as "the most reluctant convert in all England." This deep, intellectual faith became
the bedrock of almost everything he wrote thereafter.

Lewis was also a central member of the Inklings, an informal literary group that met in his rooms at
Oxford and at a local pub called The Eagle and Child. This group, which included Tolkien, Charles
Williams, and other writers, provided a rigorous and encouraging environment for sharing and
critiquing works in progress. It was in this setting that the seeds of Narnia were first planted. The
guestion of who wrote The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe cannot be fully answered without
acknowledging this brilliant circle of friends.

THE BIRTH OF NARNIA: INSPIRATION AND CREATION

The story of how C.S. Lewis came to write The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe is almost as famous
as the book itself. It did not begin with a detailed outline or a grand theological plan. Instead, it
began with a single image.

A Picture in the Mind

Lewis himself explained the origin in his essay "It All Began with a Picture." He said that when he
was sixteen, he had a picture in his head of a faun carrying an umbrella and parcels in a snowy
wood. This image remained with him for decades. It was not until he was in his forties that he
decided to try to craft a story around that figure. That faun, of course, became Mr. Tumnus.

Other images soon followed. He saw a vision of a magnificent Lion, a Queen on a sledge, and a
lamppost standing in the middle of a forest. These powerful, archetypal pictures coalesced into the
world of Narnia. Lewis wrote the book fairly quickly, driven by a creative momentum that seemed to
come from a deep wellspring of imagination. When people ask who wrote The Lion, the Witch
and the Wardrobe, the answer is an author who trusted the spontaneous power of his own
imagination.
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The Real-Life Wardrobe

There is also a charming, more tangible inspiration. During World War Il, Lewis housed several
children who were evacuated from London to escape the Blitz. It was at his home, "The Kilns," in
Oxford, that a group of children stayed. One day, it is said, one of them pointed to a large, antique
wardrobe and asked what was behind it. This question ignited the famous portal. While Lewis never
confirmed this story definitively, it fits perfectly with his belief that children's honest curiosity could
unlock the greatest adventures. The real wardrobe, believed by many to be the one that inspired the
story, still exists and is on display at the Marion E. Wade Center in lllinois.

UNPACKING THE THEMES: WHY THIS STORY ENDURES

To fully appreciate who wrote The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, one must examine the
layers of meaning within the book. Lewis was a master of allegory, but he insisted that Narnia was
not a strict allegory. Instead, he called it a "supposal." He asked: "Supposing there was a world like
Narnia, and supposing it needed a saviour, what would that saviour be like?"

The Deep Magic: Christian Themes and
Symbolism

It is impossible to ignore the Christian framework that underpins the narrative. Aslan, the great Lion,
is a Christ-like figure. His willing sacrifice for the treacherous Edmund, his humiliation and death at
the Stone Table, and his glorious resurrection all parallel the Easter story. The Witch, representing
evil and temptation, is a figure of the Devil. The "Deep Magic from the Dawn of Time" represents the
Old Testament law, while the "Deeper Magic" that defeats death represents the New Testament
grace.

However, Lewis was far too skilled a writer to let theology overwhelm the story. He famously said
that he began with "pictures" - the faun, the queen, the lion. He wrote the story to be enjoyed as a
fairy tale first. The spiritual meaning was intended to sneak past the reader's defenses and touch
their heart. This is why the book works so well for both children and adults.

Beyond Allegory: Universal Truths

Even for a reader who does not share Lewis’s faith, the story resonates on a deep human level. The
themes of courage, loyalty, forgiveness, and redemption are universal. The four Pevensie
children are beautifully flawed characters: Peter is learning responsibility, Susan is cautious and
motherly, Edmund is rebellious and proud, and Lucy is faithful and brave. Their individual journeys of
growth are as compelling as the battle against the White Witch.

The world itself is a character. Narnia is a land where it is "always winter and never Christmas," a

powerful metaphor for despair and loss. The breaking of the spell with the return of Father Christmas
and the eventual melting of the snow is a celebration of hope and renewal. This deep thematic
richness is a direct result of the kind of author Lewis was: a scholar, a believer, and a man who knew
profound sorrow and joy.

THE PUBLICATION JOURNEY AND LASTING IMPACT

Completing the manuscript was only half the battle. When Lewis asked who wrote The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe in the context of publishing, he found that many publishers were
skeptical. They were not sure a book by a respected Oxford don, known for his serious theological
books like Mere Christianity and The Screwtape Letters, would be accepted as a children's fantasy.

Finding a Home for Narnia

After several rejections, the manuscript was accepted by Geoffrey Bles and published on October 16,
1950. The initial print run was 5,000 copies. It was an immediate success, praised for its vivid
storytelling and original world-building. Lewis went on to write six more Narnia books, creating a
series that has never been out of print. Who wrote The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe is now a
question with a universally known answer, but it was not always a sure thing.

Adaptations and a Global Legacy

The story has been adapted countless times:

e Television: In 1967, 1979, and 1988 (by the BBC).

e Film: The 2005 blockbuster film by Walden Media and Disney, which grossed over $745
million worldwide.

e Stage: Numerous theatrical productions, including a major West End and Broadway musical.

e Radio: Highly acclaimed BBC radio dramatizations.

The book has sold over 100 million copies in 47 languages. It continues to be a staple of school
curricula and family reading lists. The phrase "the Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe" is instantly
recognizable, a testament to the power of the story.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT C.S. LEWIS AND NARNIA

To further clarify the topic, here are some common questions people have about the author and his
most famous work.

Why did C.S. Lewis write the Narnia
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books?

Lewis wrote the books because he loved the idea of creating a world where mythical creatures could
exist and where deep moral and spiritual truths could be explored in an accessible way. He wrote
them primarily for children, but he never talked down to them. He once said, "A children's story that
can only be enjoyed by children is not a good children's story in the slightest."

Is The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
an allegory?

Lewis called it a "supposal" rather than a strict allegory. While the character of Aslan is clearly a
representation of Christ, Lewis wanted to explore what a divine figure might be like in a world
entirely different from ours. He allowed the story to have its own internal logic while drawing on his
deep Christian faith.

How old was C.S. Lewis when he wrote the
book?

Lewis was in his late forties when he wrote The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. He was born in

1898, and the book was published in 1950. This is an interesting fact because it shows that great
stories can come from writers at any stage of life, especially those who have accumulated a rich
reservoir of life experience and imagination.

Did J.R.R. Tolkien help write Narnia?

No, Tolkien did not co-write Narnia. However, as a close friend and member of the Inklings, he heard
early portions of the story and offered feedback. Interestingly, Tolkien did not care for the Narnia
books. He found them too inconsistent, mixing figures from Greek, Roman, Norse, and Christian
mythology. Despite this disagreement, the two remained good friends.

THE ENDURING MAGIC OF A MASTER STORYTELLER

So, who wrote The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe? It was a man named Jack, a professor
who believed in reason, imagination, and faith. It was a scholar who understood the weight of
ancient myths and the simple power of talking animals. It was a convert who wanted to tell the story
of grace in a way that would sneak past the watchful dragons of the adult intellect.

C.S. Lewis gave the world a gift. He built a wardrobe door that has not only remained open for over
seventy years but has become a permanent entrance in the architecture of our shared culture. He
reminds us that the best stories are not just for escaping reality; they are for understanding it more
deeply. Next time you step into Narnia, you are walking through the imagination of one of the
greatest writers of the 20th century.

In the end, the story of the Pevensies is not just about a magical land.



