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INTRODUCTION:
THE ENDURING
MYSTERY AND
MAGIC OF A
CLASSIC

Fo r  gene ra t i ons ,
readers have ventured
into  the  imaginative
world  of  a  young boy
named  Max,  sailing
across an ocean to an
island  inhabited  by
mysterious,  monstrous
creatures.  The  book
Where the Wild Things
Are  is  not  merely  a
story;  it  is  a  cultural
t o u c h s t o n e ,  a
C a l d e c o t t  M e d a l
winner, and a staple of
childhood  literature.

But  beyond  the  wild
rumpus and the warm
supper  wa i t ing  at
h o m e ,  a  c o m m o n
question remains: Who
wrote  Where  the
Wild Things Are? The
answer  is  deceptively
simple,  yet  the  story
behind the author is as
rich and fascinating as
the  tale  itself.  This
article explores the life
of the man behind the
masterp iece ,  the
creative  journey  that
birthed  the  book,  and
the  enduring  legacy
t h a t  a n s w e r s  t h e
question once and for
all.
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MAURICE SENDAK

The  simple  answer  to
the  quest ion  who
wrote  Where  the
Wild  Things  Are  is
Maurice  Sendak,  a
name  synonymous
w i t h  c h i l d r e n ’ s
literature.  However,
Sendak  was  far  more
than  just  a  writer;  he
was  an  illustrator,  a
v i s i o n a r y ,  a n d  a
revolut ionary  who
t rans fo rmed  how
society viewed picture
books.  Born  on  June
10, 1928, in Brooklyn,
New  York,  to  Jewish
immigrant  parents
from Poland,  Sendak’s
childhood was steeped
in  stories  of  the  Old
World,  tragedy,  and
the  v ibrant ,  of ten
unsettling,  realities  of
life.  He  was  a  sickly
child,  which gave him
p l e n t y  o f  t i m e  t o
observe the world and
draw.

Early
Influence
s and
Artistic
Develop
ment
Sendak ’ s  pa th  t o
becoming  the  answer
to who wrote Where
the Wild Things Are
was shaped by a deep
love  for  drawing  and
storytelling. As a child,
he  was  profoundly
influenced  by  the  films
of  Disney,  particularly
Fantas ia ,  and  the
w o r k s  o f  o t h e r
illustrators  like  Winsor
McCay.  However,  his
m o s t  p o w e r f u l
inspiration  came  from
his  own  emotional
landscape.  Sendak
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often spoke about the
anxieties and fears he
experienced as a child,
feel ings  that  were
rarely addressed in the
sanitized  children’s
books of the mid-20th
c e n t u r y .  H e  w a s
determined  to  create
s t o r i e s  t h a t
acknowledged  the
darker,  more  complex
e m o t i o n s  o f
childhood—fear, anger,
a n d
frustration—alongside
joy and wonder.

The
Vision
Behind
the
Monsters
Part  of  the  reason
r e a d e r s  a r e  s o
captivated by the book

and  ask  who  wrote
Where  the  W i ld
Things Are is because
of  the  unforgettable
creatures.  The  Wild
Things themselves are
n o t  s i m p l y  s c a r y
monsters;  they  are
p s y c h o l o g i c a l
projections  of  Max’s
own  feelings.  Sendak
drew  inspiration  for
their  appearance from
h i s  o w n
relatives—boisterous,
intrusive  aunts  and
uncles who would visit
a n d  “ e a t  u p ”  t h e
children  with  their
affection.  He  once
described  them  as
“childish  monsters”
that  represented  the
unruly  emotions  that
children must learn to
tame.  This  personal
touch is what gives the
book  its  emotional
depth and universality.

THE JOURNEY TO
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PUBLICATION

T h e  s t o r y  o f  who
wrote  Where  the
Wild  Things  Are  is
also the story of how a
c o n t r o v e r s i a l
manuscript  became  a
b e l o v e d  c l a s s i c .
Sendak  or ig ina l ly
planned  a  different
book, titled Where the
W i l d  H o r s e s  A r e .
However, he struggled
to  draw  horses  and
realized that the story
needed a different kind
o f  c r e a t u r e .  H e
changed the horses to
“things”  because  he
felt  he  could  create
t h e m  m o r e
authentical ly.  The
editor at Harper & Row,
Ursula Nordstrom, was
a  crucial  supporter  of
S e n d a k .  S h e
understood  his  vision
e v e n  w h e n  t h e
publishing  world  was
skeptical.

Initial
Reception
and
Controver
sy
When Where the Wild
T h i n g s  A r e  w a s
published  in  1963,  it
was met with a mix of
p r a i s e  a n d  s h a r p
c r i t i c i s m .  M a n y
l i b r a r i a n s  a n d
e d u c a t o r s  w e r e
shocked  by  the  book.
They  felt  it  was  too
dark,  too  frightening,
a n d  t h a t  M a x ’ s
punishment  (being
s e n t  t o  h i s  r o o m
without  supper)  was
too  harsh  for  young
readers.  Some  even
questioned who wrote
Where  the  W i ld
T h i n g s  A r e  i n  a
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n e g a t i v e  s e n s e ,
thinking  the  author
was  promoting  bad
behavior. Sendak faced
a  b a c k l a s h  t h a t
threatened  the  book’s
success.  However,
children’s  reactions
were  overwhelmingly
p o s i t i v e .  T h e y
understood the book’s
truth about anger and
the  comforting  return
t o  s a f e t y .  T h e
controversy  eventually
died  down,  and  the
book  began  to  win
awards,  including  the
Caldecott  Medal  in
1964.

BREAKING DOWN
THE STORY'S
GENIUS

To fully understand the
significance  of  who
wrote  Where  the
Wild Things Are, it is
essential  to  analyze
w h y  t h e  s t o r y
resonates  so  deeply.
The  book  is  only  338

words  long,  yet  i t
conveys  a  complete
emotional  arc.  It  is  a
m a s t e r c l a s s  i n
storytelling  through
economy  of  text  and
potent imagery.

The
Psycholo
gical
Depth of
Max’s
Journey
Max, a boy wearing a
wolf suit, is sent to his
room  after  making
mischief.  His  bedroom
trans forms  in to  a
forest,  an  ocean,  and
eventually, the land of
the  Wild  Things.  This
journey  represents  a
classic  psychological
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escape—a way for Max
to  process  his  anger
and  guilt.  By  taming
the  Wild  Things  and
becoming  their  king,
Max gains  a  sense  of
power that he lacks in
his  real  l ife.  But  he
eventually  chooses  to
return home, where his
supper  is  waiting,  still
warm.  This  resolution
is  c ruc ia l .  I t  te l l s
children that it is okay
to  be  angry  and  to
e s c a p e  i n t o
imagination,  but  that
love  and  safety  are
always  wait ing  for
them. Sendak’s genius
was in trusting children
to  understand  this
deep  narrative.

The Role
of

Illustratio
ns
When  discussing  who
wrote  Where  the
Wild Things Are, it is
impossible to separate
the  tex t  f r om  the
images. Sendak was a
m a s t e r  o f  v i s u a l
pacing. As Max’s anger
grows, the illustrations
expand,  eventually
taking over  the entire
page. The famous “wild
rumpus”  scene  is  a
wordless  double-page
spread  where  the
pictures  carry  the  full
emotional weight. This
t e c h n i q u e  w a s
revolut ionary  and
demonstrated  that
picture books could be
a serious art form. The
monsters,  while  scary,
are  also  strangely
e n d e a r i n g ,  w i t h
human-like  eyes  and
bodies  that  inv i te
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empathy.  This  visual
ambiguity is key to the
book’s power.

MAURICE
SENDAK’S LATER
CAREER AND
LEGACY

After  answering  the
question  who  wrote
Where  the  W i ld
Things  Are  with  a
definitive  name,  it  is
worth  exploring  how
Sendak  built  on  this
success.  He continued
t o  c r e a t e
groundbreaking books,
such  as  In  the  Night
Kitchen  (1970)  and
Outside  Over  There
(1981),  which  form  a
loose  t r i logy  wi th
Where the Wild Things
Are. He also worked as
a  set  and  costume
designer  for  operas,
including  a  famous
product ion  of  The
M a g i c  F l u t e .
Throughout his career,
Sendak  remained  true

to his vision: he never
pandered to children or
offered  false  comfort.
H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t
children  were  capable
of  handling  complex
emotions  and  that
stories  should  respect
their intelligence.

Cultural
Impact
and
Adaptatio
ns
The  legacy  of  who
wrote  Where  the
Wi ld  Th ings  Are
extends far beyond the
printed page. In 2009,
director  Spike  Jonze
adapted the book into
a  feature  film,  which
sent  shockwaves  of
nostalgia  through  a
new generation.  While
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the  film  expanded  the
story  significantly,  it
c a p t u r e d  t h e
m e l a n c h o l i c  a n d
emot iona l  core  o f
Sendak’s  work.  The
book  has  also  been
adapted into an opera,
a  s tage  p lay ,  and
countless  merchandise
items. The Wild Things
themse lves  have
become iconic symbols
of  untamed  childhood
imagination.  Sendak
passed away in  2012,
but  his  work  remains
as  relevant  as  ever,
constantly  reminding
readers  of  the  depth
a n d  b e a u t y  o f
children's literature.

CONCLUSION: THE
MAGIC ENDURES

So, who wrote Where
the Wild Things Are?
The answer is Maurice
Sendak,  a  man  who

u n d e r s t o o d  t h e
wildness  inside  every
child  and every  adult.
He  dared  to  wr i te
about anger, fear, and
love  with  unflinching
honesty,  creating  a
b o o k  t h a t  i s  a s
profound for parents as
it is for children. From
his Brooklyn childhood
to  his  revolutionary
career, Sendak proved
that  a  simple  story,
to ld  with  sk i l l  and
heart,  can  become  a
universal  language.
Where the Wild Things
Are is not just a book;
it  is  an  invitation  to
explore our own inner
landscapes,  to  tame
our  own  wild  things,
a n d  t o  k n o w  t h a t
someone  will  always
l e a v e  t h e  s u p p e r
waiting. And that is the
true magic of  Maurice
Sendak’s  t imeless
masterpiece.


