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HOW TO DRAW
RAINFOREST
ANIMALS: A STEP-
BY-STEP GUIDE TO
CAPTURING THE
WILD BEAUTY OF
THE JUNGLE

There  is  something
uniquely  captivating
about the rainforest. It
is  a  world  of  dense
greenery,  dappled
s u n l i g h t ,  a n d  a n
incredible symphony of
an ima l  ca l l s .  Fo r
artists,  the  rainforest
offers  an  endless
source  of  inspiration,
from  the  vibrant  flash
of  a  toucan's  beak  to
the  silent,  powerful

stride  of  a  jaguar.  If
y o u  h a v e  e v e r
wondered how to draw
rainforest animals, you
are about to embark on
a  rewarding  creative
journey.  This  guide  is
designed for beginners
and  in termediate
artists  alike.  We  will
move  step-by-step,
exploring  the  shapes,
t e x t u r e s ,  a n d
techniques  that  bring
t h e s e  i n c r e d i b l e
creatures to life on the
page. You do not need
to be a professional to
start;  you  just  need
curiosity, a pencil, and
the  wi l l ingness  to
observe nature a little
more  closely.  This
g u i d e  w i l l  c o v e r
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essent ia l  drawing
techniques,  break
down  the  anatomy  of
several  iconic  species,
and  help  you  set  the
scene  with  the  lush
environment  of  the
jungle.

WHY DRAWING
RAINFOREST
ANIMALS IS A
UNIQUE ARTISTIC
CHALLENGE

Before  you  learn  how
to  draw  rainforest
animals,  it  helps  to
unde r s tand  wha t
makes  them  different
from  other  wildl ife
subjects.  Rainforest
animals  often  possess
exaggerated  features:
the huge eyes of a tree
frog, the long snout of
a tapir, or the intricate
p a t t e r n s  o n  a
butterfly's  wings.
These features are not
just beautiful; they are
functional  adaptations
that  help  the  animals

survive  in  the  dense
canopy.  As  an  artist,
you  are  tasked  with
capturing  both  the
form and the function.
T h i s  c h a l l e n g e
i m p r o v e s  y o u r
observation  skills  and
forces  you  to  think
about  texture—the
smooth, moist skin of a
frog versus the rough,
scaly skin of an iguana.
By  learning  to  draw
these  animals,  you
train  your  eye  to  see
the subtle details  that
make  each  species
unique. The process is
a s  m u c h  a b o u t
understanding  the
animal  as  it  is  about
the final drawing.

ESSENTIAL TOOLS
AND MATERIALS
FOR JUNGLE
DRAWING

To get started on how
to  draw  rainforest
animals,  you  do  not
need  an  expensive
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studio setup. Simplicity
works  best,  especially
w h e n  y o u  a r e
practicing.  Here  are
the tools that will help
you  achieve  great
results:

A set of
graphite
pencils: A range
from H (hard) to
B (soft) is ideal.
Use H for light
sketching and B
for darker
shading and
details.
Good quality
drawing paper:
Mid-weight paper
with a slight
texture (like
cartridge paper)
holds pencil
marks well and
allows for
erasing.
A kneaded
eraser: This is
essential for
lifting graphite
gently to create

highlights or
correct mistakes
without
damaging the
paper.
A blending
stump or
cotton swab:
These help
create smooth
transitions in
shading, which is
useful for soft fur
or moist skin.
Reference
images: Use
clear
photographs
from reliable
sources. This is
an important
part of learning
how to draw
rainforest
animals with
accuracy.

Once  you  have  your
tools  ready,  it  is  time
to move on to the core
techniques. The key is
to  build  your  drawing
step  by  step,  starting
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with simple shapes and
gradua l l y  add ing
complexity.

FOUNDATIONAL
TECHNIQUES FOR
DRAWING
WILDLIFE

Before  diving  into  a
specific  animal,  let  us
cover  the  two  most
important  skills  you
n e e d :  s h a p e
r e c o g n i t i o n  a n d
shading.

Breaking
Down
Complex
Shapes
E v e r y  a n i m a l ,  n o
m a t t e r  h o w
complicated,  can  be
reduced to a few basic
geometric  forms.  A
toucan  begins  as  an
oval for the body and a

long  triangle  for  the
beak.  A  jaguar  starts
with  circles  for  the
h e a d  a n d  j o i n t s ,
connected by cylinders
for the legs. When you
are  learning  how  to
d r a w  r a i n f o r e s t
animals,  always  start
with  a  light  sketch  of
these basic shapes. Do
not worry about details
at this stage. Focus on
getting the proportions
and  placement  right.
This  is  often  called  a
"block-in" and it is the
f o u n d a t i o n  o f  a
successful  drawing.  If
the foundation is solid,
the  rest  wil l  fol low
naturally.

Understa
nding
Light and
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Shadow
Rainforests  are  known
for  their  dramat ic
lighting—bright  shafts
of light cutting through
deep shadow. To make
your  animal  drawings
look three-dimensional,
y o u  n e e d  t o
understand  value.
Value  refers  to  how
light or dark an area is.
Start by identifying the
light  source  in  your
reference  image.  The
side  of  the  animal
facing the light will be
the lightest,  while  the
opposite  side  will  fall
into shadow. Use your
softer pencils (2B, 4B)
to build up these dark
areas  gradually.  Pay
special attention to the
shadows  under  the
chin, belly, and behind
the limbs. This contrast
is  what  gives  your
drawing  volume  and
makes  it  pop  off  the

page.

HOW TO DRAW
RAINFOREST
ANIMALS: STEP-
BY-STEP GUIDES

Now let us put theory
into practice. Below are
s t e p - b y - s t e p
approaches for drawing
three  iconic  rainforest
animals.  Each  one
teaches a different skill
set,  from  texture  to
proportion.

Drawing
a Red-
Eyed
Tree Frog
This  frog is  a  favorite
subject  because of  its
striking  colors  and
smooth  shapes.  It  is
a lso  exce l lent  for
practicing symmetry.
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Start with the1.
body shape:
Lightly sketch an
oval. This will be
the frog's body.
The oval should
be slightly wider
at the back.
Add the head2.
and eyes:
Attach a smaller
circle to the front
of the oval for
the head. Above
this, draw two
large, protruding
circles for the
eyes. The eyes
are a key feature
when you learn
how to draw
rainforest
animals like
amphibians.
Sketch the3.
limbs: Draw
long, slender
lines for the back
legs, noting the
distinctive bend
at the knee. The
front legs are

shorter. The feet
should end in
long, sticky
toes—add small
circles at the
tips.
Refine the4.
outline: Clean
up your sketch
by connecting
the shapes
smoothly. Erase
guidelines that
overlap.
Add details and5.
shading: Draw
the horizontal
pupil across each
eye. Use light
shading on the
belly and darker
shading under
the chin and
legs. For the skin
texture, use
small, subtle
stippling (dots)
or smooth
blending to give
it a moist
appearance.
Create6.
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contrast: The
red-eyed tree
frog is known for
its bright green
body and red
eyes. While this
is a pencil guide,
you can add the
contrast through
value: keep the
top of the body
light and darken
the sides to
suggest the
green.

Drawing
a Toucan
The toucan is all about
i ts  beak.  This  b ird
teaches  you  how  to
handle  bold,  curved
shapes and contrasting
textures.

Block in the1.
body: Start with
an oval tilted
forward. The
toucan has a

compact body.
Sketch the tail2.
and wings: Add
a long, narrow
rectangle
extending
downward for the
tail. A smaller
oval on the side
of the body
indicates the
folded wing.
Draw the head3.
and beak:
Attach a small
circle for the
head. From the
top of the head,
draw a long,
downward-
curving line. This
is the top of the
beak. Return a
slightly shorter
line from the
chest area to
meet it. The beak
should be large
and slightly
drooping at the
tip.
Add the facial4.
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details: Draw a
small, bright eye
near the base of
the beak. Add a
line to separate
the beak's upper
and lower
sections.
Shading for5.
texture: The
beak is smooth,
while the body is
fluffy. Use
smooth shading
on the beak,
pressing harder
near the tip. For
the body, use
short, feathery
strokes with a
softer pencil.
This contrast is
vital when
learning how to
draw rainforest
animals that
have different
material
surfaces.
Refine the6.
face: Toucans
have a patch of

bare skin around
the eye and a
distinct line at
the base of the
beak. Darken
these areas
carefully to
frame the face.

Drawing
a Jaguar
T h e  j a g u a r  i s  a
powerful  predator.
Drawing it teaches you
a b o u t  m u s c u l a r
anatomy  and  pattern
repetition.

Map the1.
skeleton: Use
circles for the
head, shoulder,
and hip. Connect
them with a
curved spine
line. Add lines for
the legs,
positioning them
for a walking
stride.
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Build the body2.
mass: Connect
the circles with
curved lines to
form the chest
and
hindquarters.
Jaguars are
stocky and
muscular, so do
not make the
body too long or
thin.
Shape the3.
head: The head
is broad with
strong jaws. Add
a square shape
to the front of
the head circle.
Place the ears as
small half-circles
on top.
Draw the tail4.
and paws: The
tail is thick and
medium-length.
The paws are
large and round.
Add the5.
rosettes: This is
the most

distinctive part.
The jaguar's
spots are not
solid dots; they
are
rosettes—irregul
ar rings with a
darker spot in
the center.
Lightly sketch
these patterns
following the
curve of the
body. They will
be smaller on the
head and legs,
larger on the
back and sides.
Shade the fur:6.
Use the side of
your pencil for
broad shading.
Darken the
underside of the
jaguar and the
inside of the
legs. This gives
the animal a
solid, three-
dimensional feel.
Do not shade
over the
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rosettes; leave
them as lighter
areas or add a
darker spot
inside each one.

SETTING THE
SCENE: ADDING
RAINFOREST
ELEMENTS

An  animal  floating  in
white  space  can  feel
incomplete.  Part  of
learning  how  to  draw
rainforest  animals  is
knowing how to  place
them  in  their  natural
h a b i t a t .  T h e
environment  adds
context and depth. You
do  not  need  to  draw
every leaf. Instead, use
strategic elements:

Foreground
leaves: Add a
few large, simple
leaf shapes
overlapping the
edge of your
drawing. This
creates a sense

of depth and
immersion.
Background
trees: Lightly
sketch vertical
lines for tree
trunks. Keep
them blurred or
lighter in value
so they recede
into the
background.
Vines and
branches: A
curved vine
hanging from
above adds a
classic jungle
feel. Use it to
frame your
subject.
Light rays:
Draw faint,
angled lines from
the top corner of
your page to
simulate beams
of sunlight. Erase
small sections of
your shading
along these lines
to create the
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effect of light
hitting the
animal.

When you learn how to
draw rainforest animals
with their environment,
you tell a richer story.
T h e  v i e w e r  c a n
imagine  the  humidity,
the sounds, and the life
of the jungle.

COMMON
MISTAKES AND
HOW TO FIX THEM

Even  exper ienced
artists make mistakes.
H e r e  a r e  t h r e e
common  pitfalls  when
learning  how  to  draw
rainforest animals, and
simple ways to correct
them.
Mistake  1:  Drawing
too  fast  and  small.
Small  drawings  are
harder  to  detail  and
s h a d e .  W o r k  a t  a
reasonable  size,  at
least half a page. Take
your  t ime  with  the

block-in  stage.
Mistake  2:  Ignoring
the  reference.  You
might  be  tempted  to
draw  from  memory,
but  references  are
essential  for  accuracy.
Use  them  constantly.
The goal is not to copy
e x a c t l y ,  b u t  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
structure.
M i s t a k e  3 :
Overworking  the
paper.  Pressing  too
hard early on makes it
impossible  to  erase
and  damages  the
paper. Use light, loose
strokes  until  you  are
confident.  Shading
should  be  bui l t  up
slowly  in  layers.
P a t i e n c e  i s  y o u r
greatest  tool.  Wildlife
drawing is  a skill  that
improves  with  every
sketch  you  make.
Learning how to  draw
rainforest animals is a
process,  not  a  single
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event.

TIPS FOR
DEVELOPING YOUR
OWN STYLE

O n c e  y o u  a r e
comfortable  with  the
basics, you can start to
experiment.  Style  is
what makes your work
recognizable. Here are
some ways to develop
it as you practice how
to  draw  rainforest
animals:

Try different
line weights:
Use thin, delicate
lines for some
animals and
bold, thick lines
for others. This
changes the
mood of the
drawing.
Use cross-
hatching:
Instead of
blending, use
layers of
intersecting lines

for shading. This
creates a
textured, graphic
look.
Focus on
expression:
Rainforest
animals have
expressive faces.
Slight changes in
the eye shape or
the angle of the
head can convey
curiosity,
alertness, or
calm.
Incorporate
color later:
Once you are
confident in
pencil, try adding
colored pencil or
watercolor. The
bright colors of
the rainforest are
part of its magic.

Your style will  emerge
naturally  as  you  draw
m o r e .  T h e  m o s t
important  thing  is  to
keep practicing and to
enjoy the process.



How To Draw Rainforest Animals 13

13

CONCLUSION

Learning how to  draw
rainforest animals is a
journey into one of the
m o s t  v i b r a n t
ecosystems on Earth. It
challenges you to  see
shapes,  understand
anatomy,  and  master
shading  techniques.  It
also connects you with

nature  in  a  deep  and
m e a n i n g f u l  w a y .
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
sketching  a  colorful
frog, a majestic jaguar,
or a whimsical toucan,
each drawing is a small
step  toward  becoming
a better observer and a
more  skilled  artist.
Remember  to  start
with  simple


