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UNDERSTANDING
THE MICROSOFT
OFFICE 2013 HOME
AND BUSINESS
PRICE IN TODAY'S
MARKET

In  the  ever-evolving
l a n d s c a p e  o f
productivity  software,
few  names  carry  as
m u c h  w e i g h t  a s
Microsoft  Office.  While
the  tech  giant  has
m o v e d  t o w a r d
subscr ip t ion -based
models  with  Microsoft
365,  many  users  still
look  for  standalone,

perpetua l  l i cense
versions  of  classic
suites.  Among  these,
the  Microsoft  Office
2 0 1 3  H o m e  a n d
Business  edition  holds
a  unique  place.  For
those  searching  for  a
rel iable,  one-t ime
purchase  option,  the
Microsoft  Office
2 0 1 3  H o m e  a n d
B u s i n e s s  P r i c e
remains  a  frequently
asked  topic.  Whether
y o u  a r e  a  s m a l l
business  owner,  a
freelancer,  or  a  home
user  seeking  to  avoid
m o n t h l y  f e e s ,
understanding  the
value and cost of  this
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specific  edition  is
essential.  This  article
dives  deep  into  what
you can expect to pay,
what you get for your
money,  and  whether
this  older  suite  still
m a k e s  s e n s e  i n  a
modern  workflow.

WHAT IS
MICROSOFT
OFFICE 2013 HOME
AND BUSINESS?

Before  discussing  the
price, it is important to
understand  exactly
what this edition offers.
Microsoft  Office  2013
Home and Business is
a  perpetual  license
version,  meaning  you
pay once and own the
sof tware  forever .
Unlike the subscription-
based  Microsoft  365,
there are no recurring
fees.  However,  this
also means you do not
r e c e i v e  o n g o i n g
feature  updates  or
major  upgrades.

This  particular  edition
is  designed  for  users
who  need  the  core
desktop  applications
for  both  home  and
professional  use.  It
s t r i kes  a  ba lance
between  the  basic
H o m e  &  S t u d e n t
version  and  the  more
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
Professional  edition.
For anyone looking up
the  Microsoft  Office
2 0 1 3  H o m e  A n d
Business  Price,  it  is
vital  to  know  exactly
which applications  are
included  so  you  can
determine if the cost is
justified  for  your
specific  needs.

APPLICATIONS
INCLUDED IN THE
SUITE

The  Microsoft  Office
2 0 1 3  H o m e  a n d
Business suite includes
the  following  desktop
applications:
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Word 2013: For
document
creation, editing,
and formatting.
Excel 2013: For
spreadsheets,
data analysis,
and charting.
PowerPoint
2013: For
creating and
delivering
presentations.
OneNote 2013:
For note-taking
and information
organization.
Outlook 2013:
For email,
calendar,
contacts, and
task
management.

T h i s  i s  a  k e y
distinction.  The  Home
&  Student  vers ion
includes  Word,  Excel,
P o w e r P o i n t ,  a n d
OneNote  but  crucially
lacks  Outlook.  For
many  business  users
and  professionals,

O u t l o o k  i s  a n
indispensable  tool  for
m a n a g i n g
communications.  The
inclusion of  Outlook is
a  primary reason why
the  Microsoft  Office
2 0 1 3  H o m e  a n d
Business  Price  was
h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e
Student  edit ion  at
launch and why it still
commands a premium
in  the  second-hand
market  today.

A DETAILED LOOK
AT THE
MICROSOFT
OFFICE 2013 HOME
AND BUSINESS
PRICE

When  this  suite  was
first  released  by
Microsoft  in  January
2 0 1 3 ,  t h e
recommended  retail
p r i c e  w a s
approximately $219.99
for a single PC license.
This was considered a
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reasonable  investment
for users who wanted a
professional  email
client  alongside  the
standard  productivity
apps.  However,  the
landscape has changed
dramatically.  Since
Microsoft  no  longer
sells  Office  2013
directly,  the price you
pay  today  depends
entirely  on where you
source it from.

Original
Retail
Price vs.
Current
Market
Value
Because  Office  2013
has reached its end of
support (more on that

later),  you cannot buy
it  from  the  official
Microsoft Store or most
authorized  retailers.
The current market for
t h i s  p r o d u c t  i s
dominated  by  third-
party  sellers,  online
marketplaces like eBay
o r  A m a z o n
Marketp lace ,  and
software key resellers.
Consequently,  the
Microsoft  Office
2 0 1 3  H o m e  a n d
Business Price varies
wildly.

New,
Unopened Box
Copies: Finding
a brand-new,
sealed retail box
is rare. These are
often considered
collectible or are
old stock. Prices
can range from
$150 to $300,
depending on the
seller and the
condition.
Product Key
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Cards: These
are more
common second-
hand. Keys are
often sold by
resellers who
bought them in
bulk years ago.
You can expect
to pay between
$30 and $80 for
a valid key. This
is often the most
cost-effective
way to acquire
the software, but
it carries the risk
of the key being
already used or
revoked.
Pre-Owned
Discs: If you
have a disc drive,
you can find
used copies.
Prices typically
range from $25
to $60.

Caution is essential.
The low prices you see
for  the  Microsoft
Office  2013  Home

and  Business  Price
on some sites are often
too  good  to  be  true.
Extremely  cheap  keys
( u n d e r  $ 2 0 )  a r e
frequently  volume
license  keys,  MSDN
keys, or academic keys
being  sold  illegally.
These  keys  may work
initially  but  can  be
d e a c t i v a t e d  b y
Microsoft  at  any time,
leaving  you  without
working  software  and
no recourse.

WHY THE PRICE
VARIES SO MUCH

S e v e r a l  f a c t o r s
contribute to the wide
fluctuation  in  the
Microsoft  Office
2 0 1 3  H o m e  a n d
Business Price across
different platforms.

Scarcity
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and
Demand
Since 2013 is no longer
sold  by  Microsoft,  the
supply  is  finite.  As
genu ine  keys  a re
activated and used, the
pool  of  available  keys
shr inks.  However,
demand  pers i s ts ,
particularly from users
w h o  p r e f e r  t h e
tradit ional  r ibbon
interface of Office 2013
over  the  newer,  more
flat  design  of  Office
2016 or 2019, or those
w h o  r u n  o l d e r
operating systems like
Windows 7 or Windows
8.1,  where  Office  2019
a n d  2 0 2 1  a r e  n o t
officially supported.

Licensing

Terms
The original license for
Office  2013  Home  and
B u s i n e s s  a l l o w s
installation  on  only
one PC. This is a non-
transferable  license  in
t h e  s t r i c t  s e n s e ,
though  many  users
successfully  transfer
k e y s  b e t w e e n
machines.  A  key  that
has  been  used  more
times than allowed will
be  blocked.  Reputable
r e s e l l e r s  o f t e n
guarantee  their  keys
for  a  period,  which
increases  the  price.
The  cheapest  keys
typically come with no
warranty.

Condition
and
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Complete
ness
A  fully  boxed  product
with  original  manuals,
discs,  and  a  genuine
COA  (Certificate  of
Authenticity)  sticker
will  always  be  more
expens ive  than  a
simple  digital  key.
C o l l e c t o r s  a n d
businesses that require
a physical audit trail for
their  software licenses
often  pay  a  premium
for complete packages.

IS THE MICROSOFT
OFFICE 2013 HOME
AND BUSINESS
PRICE WORTH IT IN
2025?

This  is  the  central
q u e s t i o n  f o r  a n y
potential buyer. At first
glance,  spending  $40
to $80 on a perpetual
license  seems  like  a

bargain  compared  to
paying $99.99 per year
fo r  M ic roso f t  365
Personal.  However,
there  are  significant
trade-offs.

Advantag
es of
Buying
Office
2013
Now

No
Subscription:
You pay once
and own it
indefinitely. For
users on a tight
budget, the
Microsoft
Office 2013
Home and
Business Price
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is a one-time
cost.
Familiar
Interface: Office
2013 introduced
a clean, modern
look while
retaining the
Ribbon interface.
Many users find
it less cluttered
than Office 2019
or 2021.
Offline Use:
Unlike the web-
based versions of
Microsoft 365,
the desktop apps
work fully offline.
This is critical for
users with
unreliable
internet
connections.
Lightweight
Performance:
Office 2013 runs
well on older
hardware. It does
not require the
latest processor
or large amounts

of RAM, making
it ideal for
refurbished or
low-spec laptops.

Critical
Disadvan
tages You
Must
Consider

End of Support:
This is the
biggest risk.
Microsoft ended
mainstream
support for Office
2013 in April
2018, and
extended
support ended on
April 11, 2023.
This means no
more security
updates, bug
fixes, or
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technical
support. Using
unsupported
software exposes
your computer to
potential security
vulnerabilities.
Lack of Modern
Features: You
miss out on real-
time
collaboration,
cloud integration
with OneDrive
and Teams,
modern data
analysis
functions in Excel
(like XLOOKUP),
and advanced
design features
in PowerPoint.
Compatibility
Issues: As
Microsoft 365
and Office 2021
evolve,
document
formats may
render differently
in Office 2013.
While basic .docx

and .xlsx files will
open, newer
charts, smart art,
and data types
may not display
correctly.
Cloud Service
Limitations:
Outlook 2013
can connect to
modern email
services like
Gmail and
Outlook.com, but
some features
(like modern
authentication
and advanced
mailbox settings)
may not work
reliably. You may
encounter login
prompts or be
forced to enable
less secure app
access.

COMPARING
OFFICE 2013 WITH
MODERN
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ALTERNATIVES

To  truly  evaluate  the
Microsoft  Office
2 0 1 3  H o m e  a n d
Business  Price ,  it
helps  to  compare  it
against  what  you  get
today.

Microsoft
Office
2013 vs.
Microsoft
365
Microsoft  365  costs
a round  $69 .99  to
$99.99 per  year  for  a
Personal  or  Family
subscr ipt ion.  This
includes  the  latest
vers ions  o f  Word,
Excel,  PowerPoint,
Outlook, and OneNote,
p lus  1  TB  o f  c loud
s t o r a g e ,  S k y p e

minutes,  and  ongoing
updates.  While  the
subscription  cost  is
annual,  the  features,
s e c u r i t y ,  a n d
compatibility are vastly
superior.  Over  a  four-
year period, you would
spend roughly $280 to
$ 4 0 0 ,  w h i c h  i s
significantly  more  than
the upfront  Microsoft
Office  2013  Home
and  Business  Price.
However, you also get
cont inuous  value,
security, and the latest
innovations.

Microsoft
Office
2013 vs.
Office
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2019 or
2021
If  you  prefer  a  one-
time  purchase,  Office
2019  or  Office  2021
Home and Business are
t h e  m o d e r n
equivalents.  The  price
for  a  new  perpetual
license  of  Office  2021
Home and Business is
around $249.99. This is
considerably  higher
than  the  second-hand
price  of  Office  2013.
However,  Office  2021
will  receive  security
updates  until  at  least
October  2026  ( for
Office 2021), offering a
much  longer  sa fe
usage  window.  The
trade-off  is  a  higher
u p f r o n t  c o s t  f o r
modern  software  with
guaranteed support.

Free
Alternativ
es
For users who primarily
need  word  processing
and spreadsheets, free
a l t e rna t i ves  l i ke
LibreOffice,  Google
Workspace  (basic
ve r s i on ) ,  o r  WPS
Office  are  excellent
opt ions .  They  are
c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h
Microsoft  Office  file
f o rmat s ,  r e ce i ve
regular  updates,  and
cost nothing. The only
reason  to  pay  the
Microsoft  Office
2 0 1 3  H o m e  a n d
Business  Price  over
these free options is if
you absolutely  require
the  exact  interface  of
Outlook and the native
desktop  experience  of
the  Microsoft  Office
suite  for  professional
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consistency.

WHERE TO SAFELY
BUY OFFICE 2013
HOME AND
BUSINESS

If  you decide that the
low  Microsoft  Office
2 0 1 3  H o m e  a n d
Business  Price  is
worth  the  risks,  you
need  to  buy  smart.
Here  are  the  most
re l i ab le  sources ,
ranked  by  safety.

Amazon1.
Marketplace
(High-Rated
Sellers): Look
for sellers with
thousands of
reviews and a
long history.
Avoid brand-new
sellers with
suspiciously low
prices.
eBay2.
(Reputable
Sellers): Check
seller feedback.

Look for listings
that show the
actual product
key card or disc.
Avoid listings
that only show a
stock photo.
Software3.
Resellers (e.g.,
SoftwareKeep,
Go2Cloud, Key-
Online): These
sites specialize in
older software.
They often offer
a guarantee on
keys, but you
pay a premium
for that
assurance. Read
the terms
carefully.
Local4.
Classifieds
(Facebook
Marketplace,
Craigslist): You
can often find
physical copies
from people
upgrading their
computers. This
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allows you to
inspect the COA
sticker and disc
before buying.

Red Flags to Avoid:

Keys sold for
under $20.
Sellers offering
"lifetime
activation" or
"guaranteed for
life."
Keys sold as
digital downloads

without a
physical backup.
Sellers who
cannot confirm
that the key is
for a single PC
(Retail license).

THE INSTALLATION
AND ACTIVATION
PROCESS

Once you have secured
your  copy,  installation
is


