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INTRODUCTION

I n  a n  e r a  w h e r e
identity verification has
become a cornerstone
o f  s e c u r i t y ,
compliance,  and trust,
t h e  s y s t e m s  a n d
methodologies used to
check  identification
d o c u m e n t s  h a v e
evolved  significantly.
A m o n g  t h e  m a n y
reference  materials
that have shaped best
practices, the 2016 Id
Check ing  Gu ide
stands out as a pivotal
resource. Whether you
w o r k  i n  r e t a i l ,
h o s p i t a l i t y ,  l a w
e n f o r c e m e n t ,  o r

financial  services,
understanding  the
principles  outlined  in
this  guide  remains
highly  relevant.  This
article  delves  into  the
key  aspects  of  the
2016  Id  Check ing
Guide,  exploring  its
importance,  practical
applications,  and  the
enduring  lessons  it
offers  for  anyone
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
verifying  identity.

UNDERSTANDING
THE 2016 ID
CHECKING GUIDE

T h e  2 0 1 6  I d
Checking  Guide  was
d e v e l o p e d  a s  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
r e f e r e n c e  f o r
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professionals  tasked
w i t h  v e r i f y i n g
identification
documents. At its core,
the  guide  aimed  to
s t a n d a r d i z e  t h e
process of checking IDs
across  different
industries,  reducing
the  risk  of  fraud  and
ensuring  compliance
w i t h  l e g a l
requirements.  The
guide  covered  a  wide
range  of  identification
documents,  including
dr iver 's  l i censes ,
passports, military IDs,
and  s ta te - i s sued
i d e n t i t y  c a r d s ,
providing  detai led
information  on  their
security  features  and
h o w  t o  s p o t
counterfeits.
O n e  o f  t h e  k e y
strengths  of  the  2016
Id Checking Guide was
its  focus  on  practical,
actionable  advice.
Rather  than  relying
solely  on  theoretical

knowledge,  the  guide
provided  step-by-step
i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r
examining  documents,
including tips on what
to look for in terms of
h o l o g r a m s ,
micropr int ing,  UV
features,  and  other
security elements. This
hands-on  approach
m a d e  i t  a n
indispensable  tool  for
e m p l o y e e s  w h o
needed  to  verify  IDs
quickly and accurately.

Why ID
Checking
Matters
Identity  verification  is
not just a bureaucratic
formality; it is a critical
safeguard  against  a
wide  range  of  illegal
a c t i v i t i e s .  F r o m
underage  drinking  to
ident i ty  theft  and
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financial  fraud,  the
consequences of failing
to properly check an ID
can  be  severe.  The
2016  Id  Checking
Guide addressed these
risks  by  equipping
professionals  with  the
knowledge  they  need
to  identify  fraudulent
documents  and  make
informed decisions. By
f o l l o w i n g  t h e
guidelines,  businesses
c o u l d  p r o t e c t
themselves  from legal
liability,  financial  loss,
and  repu ta t i ona l
damage.
Moreover,  the  guide
e m p h a s i z e d  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f
c o n s i s t e n c y .
I n c o n s i s t e n t  I D
checking practices can
l e a d  t o  e r r o r s ,
disputes,  and  even
discrimination  claims.
B y  a d o p t i n g  a
standardized  approach
based on the 2016 Id
C h e c k i n g  G u i d e ,

organizations  could
e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l
e m p l o y e e s  w e r e
following  the  same
procedures,  reducing
t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f
mistakes and fostering
a  c u l t u r e  o f
accountabil ity.

KEY FEATURES OF
THE 2016 ID
CHECKING GUIDE

T h e  2 0 1 6  I d
Checking  Guide  was
n o t a b l e  f o r  i t s
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
c o v e r a g e  o f
identification
documents from all 50
s t a t e s  a n d  U . S .
territories.  It  included
detailed descriptions of
the  security  features
f o u n d  o n  e a c h
document,  along  with
high-quality  images to
illustrate  key  points.
This  visual  component
w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y
valuable, as it allowed
users  to  compare
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suspect  documents
w i t h  a u t h e n t i c
examples.
Another  important
feature  of  the  guide
was  its  emphasis  on
the  latest  security
technologies. By 2016,
m a n y  s t a t e s  h a d
introduced  enhanced
driver's  licenses  and
REAL  ID-compliant
documents,  which
incorporated advanced
ant i - counter fe i t ing
measures.  The  guide
provided  up-to-date
information  on  these
features, helping users
s t a y  a h e a d  o f
counterfeiters  who
w e r e  c o n s t a n t l y
refining  their
techniques.

Documen
t-Specific

Guidance
The  guide  dedicated
separate  sections  to
different  types  of
identification
documents,  each  with
its own set of checking
p r o c e d u r e s .  F o r
e x a m p l e ,  w h e n
examining  a  driver's
l icense,  the  guide
advised  checking  the
card  stock,  laminate,
and  print  quality,  as
wel l  as  looking  for
microprinting,  ghost
images,  and  tactile
features. For passports,
the  guide  focused  on
the  cover  material,
b i n d i n g ,  a n d  t h e
intricate patterns found
on the visa pages.
Military  IDs  and  other
federal  documents
were  also  covered  in
detail.  The  2016  Id
Check ing  Gu ide
highlighted the unique
security  features  of
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these documents, such
a s  t h e  u s e  o f
specialized  inks  and
holographic  overlays.
B y  p r o v i d i n g
document-specific
guidance,  the  guide
made  i t  eas ier  for
users  to  focus  on  the
most relevant features
for each type of ID.

PRACTICAL
APPLICATIONS OF
THE 2016 ID
CHECKING GUIDE

T h e  2 0 1 6  I d
Checking  Guide  was
designed for real-world
use,  and  its  practical
applications were vast.
In the retail sector, for
example,  the  guide
was  used  to  t ra in
employees  on  how  to
verify age for the sale
of alcohol and tobacco.
B y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e
g u i d e ' s
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,
retailers  could  reduce
the  risk  of  selling  to

minors  and  avo id
costly  fines.
In  the  hosp i ta l i ty
industry,  hotels  and
casinos used the guide
to verify the identity of
guests  and  patrons.
This  was  especially
i m p o r t a n t  f o r
compliance  with  anti-
money  launder ing
regulations  and  for
ensuring  the  security
of  the  premises.  The
g u i d e ' s  d e t a i l e d
instructions  helped
staff identify fraudulent
IDs that might be used
to  obscure  a  person's
true identity.
Law  en fo rcement
agencies  also  found
value  in  the  2016 Id
Checking  Guide .
Officers  used  it  as  a
reference during  traffic
s t o p s  a n d  o t h e r
encounters  where
identification  was
presented. The guide's
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
coverage of  state and
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federal  documents
made it a reliable tool
for  quickly  assessing
the  authenticity  of  an
ID in the field.

Training
and
Education
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
significant  applications
o f  t h e  2 0 1 6  I d
Checking Guide was in
training and education.
Many  organizations
incorporated the guide
into  their  onboarding
programs,  ensuring
that  new  employees
were familiar  with the
basics  of  ID  checking.
The  guide  was  also
u s e d  i n  o n g o i n g
training  sessions  to
keep  staff  up  to  date
with the latest security
f e a t u r e s  a n d
counterfeiting trends.

The  guide's  c lear ,
concise  language  and
visual  aids  made  it
accessible  to  users
with  varying  levels  of
experience. Whether a
seasoned  security
professional  or  a  new
hire  in  a  retail  store,
anyone  could  benefit
from  the  guidance
p r o v i d e d .  T h i s
universality was one of
the  reasons  why  the
2016  Id  Checking
Guide became such a
widely used resource.

THE EVOLUTION
OF ID CHECKING
SINCE 2016

While  the  2016  Id
Check ing  Gu ide
remains  a  valuable
r e f e r e n c e ,  i t  i s
important to recognize
t h a t  I D  c h e c k i n g
t e c h n o l o g y  a n d
t e c h n i q u e s  h a v e
continued  to  evolve.
Since 2016, there have
been  significant
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advancements  i n
document  security,
w i th  many  s ta tes
i n t r o d u c i n g  n e w
features  to  combat
counterfeiting.  For
e x a m p l e ,  t h e
widespread adoption of
REAL  ID-compliant
driver's  licenses  has
added an extra layer of
verification,  and  new
technologies  such  as
d i g i t a l  I D s  a r e
beginning to emerge.
Despite these changes,
t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l
principles  outlined  in
the  2016  Id  Checking
Guide remain relevant.
The  importance  of
c a r e f u l  v i s u a l
inspection, the need to
stay  informed  about
the  latest  security
features, and the value
o f  c o n s i s t e n t
procedures  are  al l
lessons that transcend
any  single  edition  of
the guide.  For anyone
i n v o l v e d  i n  I D

checking,  the  2016
guide provides a solid
foundation upon which
to build.

Lessons
from the
2016 Id
Checking
Guide for
Today
O n e  o f  t h e  k e y
takeaways  from  the
2016  Id  Checking
G u i d e  i s  t h e
importance of attention
t o  d e t a i l .
Counterfeiters  are
constantly  improving
their methods, but they
often  make  mistakes
that  can  be  detected
by a trained eye.  The
guide  taught  users  to
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l o o k  f o r  s u b t l e
inconsistencies in font,
s p a c i n g ,  a n d
alignment,  as  well  as
more obvious signs of
tampering  such  as
s c r a t c h e s  o r
discoloration.
Another  lesson  is  the
value of using multiple
verification  methods.
Relying  on  a  single
security  feature  is
risky, as counterfeiters
may have found ways
to replicate it. Instead,
t h e  g u i d e
r e c o m m e n d e d
check ing  severa l
features  and  cross-
referencing  them with
known  characteristics
o f  a u t h e n t i c
documents. This multi-
layered  approach
significantly  reduces
t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f
accepting a fake ID.
Finally,  the  2016  Id
C h e c k i n g  G u i d e
e m p h a s i z e d  t h e
importance  of  staying

current.  ID  documents
are  updated regularly,
a n d  w h a t  w a s
considered  a  secure
feature in 2016 may no
longer  be  adequate
today. For this reason,
the  guide  encouraged
users  to  seek  ou t
updated resources and
training materials on a
regular basis.

BEST PRACTICES
FOR ID CHECKING
BASED ON THE
2016 GUIDE

Drawing from the 2016
Id  Checking  Guide,
here  are  some  best
practices  that  remain
applicable  for  anyone
involved  in  identity
verification:

Examine the
overall quality
of the
document.
Authentic IDs are
made to high
standards. Look
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for signs of poor
printing, uneven
edges, or flimsy
materials.
Check the
security
features. Look
for holograms,
microprinting, UV
features, and
other elements
that are difficult
to replicate.
Compare these
features with a
known authentic
example if
possible.
Verify the
photo. The
photo on the ID
should match the
person
presenting it.
Look for signs of
tampering, such
as a raised or
misaligned
photo.
Check the
expiration
date. An expired

ID is not valid
and should not
be accepted.
Some
jurisdictions also
have rules about
IDs that are
about to expire.
Look for
consistency.
The information
on the ID should
be consistent
and logical.
Check that the
date of birth
makes sense
given the
person's
appearance and
that the address
is formatted
correctly.
Use technology
when available.
While the 2016
guide focused on
manual
inspection, today
there are many
tools available,
such as ID
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scanners and
verification apps,
that can assist in
the process.

By following these best
practices,  you  can
ensure  that  your  ID
checking  process  is
thorough and effective.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID

T h e  2 0 1 6  I d
Checking  Guide  also
highlighted  common
mistakes  that  people
make  when  checking
IDs.  One  of  the  most
f requent  errors  is
relying  too  heavily  on
the appearance of the
document  ho lder .
While it is important to
compare the photo  to
the person, this should
not be the only check.
Counterfeiters may use
a photo that resembles
the holder, or they may
have  altered  their

appearance  to  match
the photo.
A n o t h e r  c o m m o n
mistake  is  failing  to
check  for  tampering.
Many  fraudulent  IDs
are genuine documents
that have been altered
in some way, such as
by  changing  the  date
of  birth  or  swapping
the  photo.  The  guide
taught users to look for
signs  of  tampering,
s u c h  a s  r a i s e d
laminate,  mismatched
fonts, or uneven edges.
F ina l ly ,  the  gu ide
warned against making
assumptions based on
a  person's  demeanor
o r  appearance .  A
confident person with a
w e l l - d r e s s e d
appearance  may  still
be  using  a  fake  ID,
while a nervous person
may simply be anxious
about  the  verification
process. The key is to
rely  on  the  document
itself, not on subjective
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impressions.

CONCLUSION

T h e  2 0 1 6  I d
Check ing  Gu ide
remains a cornerstone
reference  for  anyone
involved  in  identity
verification.  Its
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
coverage,  practical
advice,  and  emphasis
on  attention  to  detail
h a v e  m a d e  i t  a n
enduring resource in a
field  that  is  constantly
e v o l v i n g .  W h i l e
t e c h n o l o g y  a n d
security  features  have

advanced  since  2016,
the  principles  outlined
in  the  guide  continue
t o  i n f o r m  b e s t
practices  today.  By
understanding  the
lessons of the 2016 Id
Checking  Guide  and
applying them in your
own  work,  you  can
contribute  to  a  safer,
m o r e  s e c u r e
e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r
everyone. Whether you
a r e  a  s e a s o n e d
professional or new to
the  task,  the  guide
offers  valuable insights
that will serve you well.


