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A TIMELESS
TREASURY OF
STITCHES: AN IN-
DEPTH LOOK AT
JAN EATON'S 200
CROCHET BLOCKS

For many crocheters,
the journey begins with
a single stitch and a
simple project, like a
scarf or a dishcloth.
But the true magic of
the craft often reveals
itself when you start
mixing colors, textures,
and patterns to create
something larger and
more intricate. Few
resources capture this
spirit of exploration
and creativity as

elegantly as Jan
Eaton’s 200 Crochet
Blocks. This book has
become a cornerstone
reference for
crocheters of all skill
levels, offering a vast
library of square motifs
that can be combined
in countless ways.
Whether you are a
complete beginner
looking to build your
stitch vocabulary or an
experienced maker
seeking inspiration for
your next heirloom
blanket, this collection
provides an endless
wellspring of ideas.

The enduring
popularity of Jan
Eaton 200 Crochet
Blocks lies not just in


https://www.remodelicious.com/

the sheer volume of
patterns it contains,
but in its thoughtful
design and clear,
accessible instructions.
It demystifies the
process of creating
complex-looking
afghans by breaking
them down into
manageable,
repeatable units. This
article will explore the
structure of the book,
the variety of blocks it
offers, practical
techniques for using
them, and why this
volume remains an
essential addition to
any crochet library.

UNDERSTANDING
THE STRUCTURE
OF THE BOOK

Before diving into the
individual patterns, it is
helpful to understand
how the book is
organized. Jan Eaton
200 Crochet Blocks
is not simply a random

collection of squares. It
is carefully curated and
structured to guide the
crocheter from basic
concepts to more
advanced techniques.

A Gradual
Progressi

on of
Skills

The book is arranged in
sections that progress
logically by difficulty.
The opening chapters
focus on foundational
blocks, often worked in
simple stitches like
single crochet and
double crochet. These
are ideal for beginners
who are still building
confidence with
tension and gauge. As
you move through the
book, you encounter
blocks that introduce
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new techniques, such
as working in the
round, creating
bobbles and popcorns,
and incorporating
simple lace stitches.
This gradual
progression means
that the book can grow
with you. A block that
seems intimidating on
first glance  might
become approachable
after you have
mastered the earlier
squares.

Clear and
Consisten
t Layout

Each block in Jan
Eaton 200 Crochet
Blocks is presented on
its own page,
accompanied by a
clear photograph, a
written pattern, and a
stitch diagram. This

triple-pronged
approach is one of the

book's greatest
strengths. For visual
learners, the chart

provides a quick map
of the stitch structure,
showing how each
round or row connects.
For those who prefer
written instructions,
the step-by-step text is
precise and easy to
follow. The
photographs are crisp
and show the texture
and colorwork of the
finished block, giving
you a realistic idea of
the final result. This
consistent format
makes it easy to flip
through the book,
compare different
designs, and quickly
understand the
construction of any
block.

EXPLORING THE
WONDERFUL



BLOCKS

The true heart of the
book is, of course, the
200 blocks themselves.
The collection is
incredibly diverse,
spanning a wide range
of styles, techniques,
and aesthetic
sensibilities. You will
find everything from
classic granny squares
to more modern,
geometric designs.

Lace and
Openwor
k Designs

For those who love an
airy, delicate look, the

book includes
numerous blocks
featuring lace and
openwork stitches.
These often
incorporate chain

spaces, clusters, and

picots toVARIEFRY OF
fabric that is both light
and beautiful. These
blocks are perfect for
summer blankets,
shawls, or decorative
throws where you want
a more fluid and less
dense fabric. The
patterns for these
crochet blocks often
teach you how to
manage increases and
decreases gracefully to
maintain a square
shape while working
intricate stitch
patterns.

Textured
and
Raised
Stitches

If you enjoy tactile,
dimensional fabric, the
sections on textured
stitches will be a
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delight. You will find
blocks covered in
bobbles, popcorns, puff
stitches, and post
stitches. These raised
elements add a rich,
three-dimensional
quality that is truly
satisfying to create and
to touch. Mastering
these blocks in Jan
Eaton 200 Crochet
Blocks will give you a
solid command of
techniques that are
essential for creating
cable-like effects and
other sculptural stitch
patterns in larger
projects.

Colorwor
k and
Patterned
Motifs

Many of the blocks in
the book are designed

to showcase color
changes. The collection
includes fair isle-style
motifs, intarsia squares
with simple pictures or
geometric shapes, and
striped variations of
classic patterns. These
blocks are excellent for
practicing color control
and learning how to
carry yarns across the
back of your work. The
book provides
diagrams that clearly
indicate where color
changes occur, making
it easier to manage
multiple strands. The
interplay of color and
stitch pattern in these
crochet blocks can
lead to truly stunning
results when combined
in a finished afghan.

Floral and



Nature-

to motifs that are not
strictly square but are
shaped into a square

Inspiregr:

Blocks

Another major
category within Jan
Eaton 200 Crochet
Blocks is the collection
of floral and nature-
inspired designs. These
range from simple
flower motifs worked in
the round to more
complex blocks that
incorporate leaves,
stems, and layered
petals. These blocks
often serve as stunning
focal points in a larger
blanket, adding a touch
of whimsy and organic
beauty. They are also
fantastic for using up

small amounts of
leftover yarn in
different colors.

Learning to create
these blocks can be a
wonderful introduction

TECHNIQUES FOR
JOINING AND
FINISHING

A collection of beautiful
blocks is only the
beginning. The real
magic happens when
you join them together.
While Jan Eaton 200
Crochet Blocks
primarily focuses on
the individual squares,
the book also provides
valuable guidance on
finishing techniques.

Joining
Methods

e Continuous
Join: This
method allows
you to join blocks
as you work the
final round,
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creating a
seamless and
efficient process.
It is ideal for
large projects
and creates a
clean, uniform
look.
Whipstitch
Join: A simple,
sturdy sewn join
that works well
for blocks with a
distinct edge. It
is quick and easy
to learn, making
it a popular
choice for
beginners.
Single Crochet
Join: This
crocheted join
adds a distinct,
ribbed line
between blocks.
It can be done in
a contrasting
color for a bold
visual statement
or in a matching
color for a more
subtle divider.

 Flat Braid Join:
This technique
creates a
beautiful, lacy
lattice between
squares, giving
the finished
piece a delicate,
heirloom quality.
It is particularly
well-suited for
lace blocks.

The book often
suggests which joining
method complements
a particular block,
helping you make
informed design
decisions for your final
project.

PROJECT
INSPIRATION:
FROM AFGHANS
TO ACCESSORIES

While the book
presents the blocks
individually, the
possibilities for

combining them are
virtually limitless. Many



crocheters turn to Jan
Eaton 200 Crochet
Blocks when planning
a large afghan. By
selecting a color
palette and choosing a
set of blocks, you can
design a truly unique
and personal blanket.
The book is an ideal
resource for this, as
you can mix blocks of
different difficulties
and styles to create a
sampler afghan that
showcases your skills.

However, the uses for
these crochet blocks
extend far beyond
blankets. Consider
these project ideas:

e Pillow Covers:
Four to six large
blocks joined
together can
form a stunning
front panel for a
decorative pillow.

e Scarves and
Wraps: Create a
long, narrow strip

of blocks for a
unique and
colorful scarf.

e Table Runners:
A series of small
blocks joined
end-to-end
makes a
charming table
runner for a
special occasion.

e Bags and
Totes: Sew
blocks together
to form the body
of a sturdy,
stylish tote bag.

e Garments:
Larger blocks can
be used as
yokes, panels, or
pockets on
sweaters and
cardigans.

The modular nature of
the blocks makes them
incredibly versatile for
any stitch-based
project.
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WHY THIS BOOiE s

REMAINS A

CLASSIC

RESOURCE

In a world of online
patterns and video
tutorials, a published
book like Jan Eaton
200 Crochet Blocks
holds a special place. It
offers a curated, ad-
free experience with
consistent formatting
and reliable patterns. It
is a resource that you
can return to again and
again, discovering new
designs and techniques
with each revisit. The
sheer breadth of the
collection ensures that
you will never run out
of ideas. Furthermore,
the book serves as an
excellent educational
tool. By working
through the different
sections, you will
systematically build a
comprehensive

knowledge of crochet

and
construction methods.
It teaches not just how
to make a block, but
why the stitches work
together to create a
specific  texture or
shape.

Tips for
Getting
the Most
Out of
the Book

1. Start Simple: If
you are new to
crochet, begin
with the first few
blocks in the
book. Master the
basic granny
square and solid
blocks before
moving on to
more complex
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lace or textured
designs.

. Make Test

Swatches:
Before
committing to a
large project,
make a single
block to test your
gauge, yarn
choice, and color
combination.
This will save you
time and
frustration later.

. Keep a Block

Journal: As you
create blocks,
note the yarn
you used, the
hook size, and
any
modifications
you made. This
will be invaluable
when you plan
your final project.

. Use Stitch

Markers: Many
of the blocks in
Jan Eaton 200
Crochet Blocks

are worked in the
round. Stitch
markers are
essential for
keeping track of
the beginning of
each round and
repeated stitch
patterns.

5. Block Your
Squares:
Blocking is the
secretto a
professional-
looking finished
project. It evens
out stitches, sets
the shape, and
makes joining
much easier.
Always block
each square
before
assembling your
final piece.

CHOOSING YARN
AND COLORS FOR
YOUR BLOCKS

The book itself features
blocks made in a
variety of solid colors,
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which allows you to
focus on the stitch
pattern. However, you
can dramatically
change the look of any
block by your choice of
yarn and color.
Consider these factors
when planning your
project:

e Fiber Content:
Wool and wool
blends are
excellent for
textured stitches,
as they have
good stitch
definition. Cotton
is a great choice
for denser, more
structured blocks
and for projects
that need to be
washable.

e Yarn Weight:
The patterns in
Jan Eaton 200
Crochet Blocks
are typically
designed for DK
or worsted
weight yarn.

Using a different
weight will
change the size
of the finished
block, so be
mindful of gauge.
e Color Palette: A
monochromatic
palette (using
different shades
of one color)
Creates a
sophisticated,
cohesive look. A
complementary
palette (using
colors opposite
each other on
the color wheel)
creates vibrant
contrast. A
neutral palette
(using creams,
grays, and
browns) allows
the texture of the
stitches to take
center stage.

CONCLUSION

Jan Eaton 200
Crochet Blocks is
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more than just a
pattern book; it is a
comprehensive course
in crochet design and
technique. Its clear
structure, diverse
collection of stitches,
and timeless appeal
make it an invaluable
resource for anyone
who loves to crochet.
Whether you are
building  your  first
sampler blanket or
looking for fresh ideas
for your next
masterpiece, this
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treasury of blocks
offers endless
possibilities for
creative expression. By
working through its
pages, you will not only
create beautiful
squares but also
develop a deeper
understanding and
appreciation for the art
of crochet. It is a book
that will inspire you to
pick up your hook, try
something new, and
see every stitch as an
opportunity for
creativity.
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