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UNDERSTANDING
LINCOLN
MUGSHOTS: WHAT
THE LINCOLN
JOURNAL STAR
PUBLISHES AND
WHY IT MATTERS

When  people  search
for  Lincoln  Journal
S t a r  L i n c o l n
Mugshots,  they  are
typically  looking  for
information  about
arrests and bookings in
Lincoln, Nebraska. The
Lincoln  Journal  Star  is
the  pr imary  da i l y
newspaper serving the
c a p i t a l  c i t y  a n d
Lancaster County,  and

l i k e  m a n y  l o c a l
n e w s p a p e r s ,  i t
p u b l i s h e s  l a w
enforcement  reports,
inc luding  booking
photos  and  arrest
records.  This  practice
ra i ses  impo r tan t
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t
transparency,  privacy,
a n d  t h e  b a l a n c e
between  public  safety
and individual rights. In
this  article,  we  will
explore how mugshots
are  published  by  the
Lincoln  Journal  Star,
what  the  law  says
about public access to
these  records,  the
p o t e n t i a l
consequences  for
those  featured,  and
how you can search for
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or understand mugshot
information in Lincoln.
Before  div ing  into
specifics, it is helpful to
know  that  mugshots
are  considered  public
records  in  Nebraska.
Arrests  and  bookings
are  part  of  the  official
record  maintained  by
l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t
agencies  such  as  the
L i n c o l n  P o l i c e
Department  and  the
Lancaster  County
Sheriff’s  Office.
Because  the  Lincoln
Journal Star  is a news
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i t
routinely  reports  on
newsworthy  arrests,
particularly for  serious
c r i m e s  o r  c a s e s
i n v o l v i n g  p u b l i c
figures.  However,  the
newspaper  generally
does not publish every
s i n g l e  m u g s h o t .
Instead,  i t  selects
t h o s e  t h a t  m e e t
editorial  standards  or
are  part  of  a  broader

c r i m e  r e p o r t .
Understanding  this
selection  process  is
key  for  anyone  trying
to  find  a  specific
mugshot  through  the
Lincoln  Journal  Star.

WHERE ARE
LINCOLN
MUGSHOTS
PUBLISHED IN THE
JOURNAL STAR?

The Lincoln Journal Star
publishes  mugshot
information  in  several
ways:

Daily Crime
Reports: A
regular feature,
often called
“Police & Fire” or
“Crime Watch,”
includes names,
charges, ages,
and sometimes
booking photos
of individuals
arrested in the
past 24 to 48
hours.
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Online
Database: The
newspaper’s
website
(journalstar.com)
hosts searchable
archives of arrest
reports.
However, free
access may be
limited to recent
days or require a
subscription for
older records.
Breaking News
Alerts: For
major arrests –
such as homicide
suspects, high-
profile DUI cases,
or public
corruption
charges – the
Lincoln Journal
Star will publish
a dedicated
article with the
mugshot
prominently
displayed.
Weekly
Roundups:

Some editors
compile weekly
summaries of
notable arrests,
including
multiple
mugshots in a
gallery format.
These are
popular among
readers who
want a quick
overview of law
enforcement
activity.

It is important to note
that the Lincoln Journal
Star  does not  operate
an  official  public
records  database;  it
s i m p l y  r e p o r t s
information it  receives
from law enforcement.
T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e
newspaper’s archive of
m u g s h o t s  i s  n o t
comprehensive.  For  a
complete  and  official
record,  individuals
should  contact  the
Lancaster  County  Jail
directly  or  use  the
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Nebraska State Patrol’s
online  sex  offender
registry  for  specific
categories.

THE LEGAL
FRAMEWORK:
PUBLIC RECORDS
IN NEBRASKA

Under  Nebraska’s
public  records  laws
(Neb.  Rev.  Stat .  §
8 4 - 7 1 2 ) ,  a r r e s t
records,  including
booking  photos,  are
generally accessible to
anyone.  This  means
the Lincoln Journal Star
has  the  legal  right  to
publish  mugshots  as
p a r t  o f  i t s  n e w s
coverage.  However,
there  are  nuances:

Presumption of
Innocence:
Mugshots are
taken at the time
of booking, which
is before trial.
Many people
photographed

have not been
convicted of a
crime. Ethical
news
organizations
strive to include
context, such as
“arrested on
suspicion of”
rather than
“guilty of,” but
the damage to
reputation can
occur regardless.
Expungement
and Sealing: If
charges are
dropped,
dismissed, or if a
person is found
not guilty, they
may petition the
court to have the
arrest record
sealed. However,
if the Lincoln
Journal Star
already
published the
mugshot,
removing it from
the internet is
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difficult.
Nebraska law
does not require
newspapers to
expunge digital
archives.
Juvenile
Arrests: The
Lincoln Journal
Star does not
publish mugshots
of minors (under
18) except in
rare cases where
the juvenile is
charged as an
adult for a
violent felony.

For  readers  searching
for  Lincoln  Journal
S t a r  L i n c o l n
Mugshots,  it  pays  to
understand  that  the
m u g s h o t  y o u  s e e
online  today  may  not
reflect  the  final
outcome  of  the  case.
A lways  ver i fy  the
current legal status of
an  individual  before
making  judgments.

HOW TO SEARCH
FOR MUGSHOTS
ON THE LINCOLN
JOURNAL STAR
WEBSITE

If you are trying to find
a  specific  mugshot  or
arrest  report  from the
Lincoln  Journal  Star,
follow  these  steps:

Go to1.
journalstar.co
m and use the
site’s search bar
– type the
person’s full
name in quotes
for best results,
e.g., “John Doe
Lincoln arrest.”
Filter by date2.
range. Recent
arrests (within
the last 30 days)
are more likely to
appear than
older ones, as
the newspaper
may not index
very old
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mugshots in free
search.
If you do not find3.
the mugshot on
the Journal Star
website, try a
broader search:
“Lincoln
mugshots” or
“Lancaster
County booking
report.” The
Lincoln Journal
Star does not
host a
standalone
mugshot gallery
for all arrests.
Check the4.
“News” section,
then “Crime &
Courts”
subcategory.
Many arrest
stories are
tagged there.
If you have a5.
subscription to
the newspaper’s
digital edition,
you may have
access to the full

e-paper archive.
Otherwise,
consider visiting
the public library
to access historic
issues.

For  people  seeking
their  own  mugshot  or
t h a t  o f  a  f a m i l y
member,  the  Lincoln
Journal Star provides a
w a y  t o  r e q u e s t
removal  of  mugshots
only  if  the arrest  was
not  newsworthy  or  if
the  charges  were
dropped – but removal
is not guaranteed. The
newspaper’s  editorial
policy  is  generally  to
keep  published  news
intact  as  a  matter  of
historical record.

THE ETHICAL
DEBATE: SHOULD
NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISH
MUGSHOTS?

T h e  p r a c t i c e  o f
publishing  Lincoln
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Journal  Star  Lincoln
Mugshots  has  drawn
criticism  from  civil
liberties advocates and
legal  scholars.  They
argue  that  mugshots
can  lead  to:

Reputation
damage even
for people who
are later
exonerated.
Employment
discrimination
– a mugshot
appearing in
search results
can prevent
someone from
getting a job,
even if the case
was dismissed.
Commercial
mugshot sites
that crawl news
archives and
demand
payment for
removal – the
Lincoln Journal
Star does not
engage in this

practice, but its
open publication
feeds third-party
sites.

On  the  other  hand,
s u p p o r t e r s  o f
publication,  including
many journalists, argue
that mugshots serve a
public  safety  purpose.
They enable citizens to
know  who  has  been
a r r e s t e d  i n  t h e i r
community,  especially
for violent crimes. The
Lincoln  Journal  Star
editorial  board  has
written that it  takes a
cautious  approach,
w e i g h i n g
n e w s w o r t h i n e s s
against potential harm.
For  i ns tance ,  the
newspaper  typically
d o e s  n o t  p u b l i s h
mugshots  for  minor
offenses such as traffic
violations  or  low-level
d rug  possess ion ,
unless  those  arrests
are  part  of  a  larger
pattern  or  involve  a
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public figure.
It  is also worth noting
that the Lincoln Journal
Star  is  not  the  only
s o u r c e .  L o c a l  T V
stations  (like  KLKN  or
KOLN) and online news
aggregato rs  a l so
publish  mugshots.
However,  because  the
n e w s p a p e r  h a s  a
strong print and digital
r e a d e r s h i p ,  i t s
mugshot  archives  are
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
commonly  referenced
resources  for  Lincoln
residents.

ALTERNATIVES TO
THE JOURNAL STAR
FOR FINDING
MUGSHOTS

If  you cannot locate a
specific  mugshot
through  the  Lincoln
Journal  Star,  consider
these official sources:

Lancaster
County Jail
Roster: The

Lancaster County
Sheriff’s Office
maintains an
online inmate
roster that is
updated daily.
This roster
includes names,
booking photos,
charges, and
bond amounts.
Access is free
and open without
a subscription.
Nebraska State
Patrol Arrest
Log: For state-
level arrests, the
NSP provides a
searchable
database of
recent bookings.
Lincoln Police
Department
Records: You
can submit a
public records
request to the
LPD for specific
arrest reports.
This may incur a
small fee for
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copying.

These  official  sources
a r e  m o r e
comprehensive  than
the newspaper archive,
but they are not always
as  user-friendly.  The
Lincoln  Journal  Star
often adds context and
follow-up reporting that
raw jail rosters lack.

HOW TO PROTECT
YOURSELF IF YOUR
MUGSHOT
APPEARS

If you or someone you
know  appears  in  a
Lincoln  Journal  Star
Lincoln  Mugshots
report  and  the  case
has  been  resolved
favorably,  there  are
steps to mitigate harm:

Contact the1.
Lincoln Journal
Star’s newsroom
and ask about
their policy for
updating online

articles. Some
news
organizations will
add a note at the
bottom of the
article indicating
that charges
were dropped or
the person was
acquitted.
Request that the2.
mugshot be
removed from
the article,
though be
prepared for a
likely refusal.
The newspaper’s
stance is
typically that
removal would
be a revision of
history. However,
they may
consider
requests for
cases where the
arrest was a
mistake or based
on false identity.
Work with an3.
attorney to have
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the arrest record
expunged. Even
if the mugshot
remains online,
an expungement
can improve
background
check results and
limit legal
liability.
Use online4.
reputation
management
strategies, such
as creating
positive content
(LinkedIn,
professional
websites) that
pushes the
mugshot lower in
search rankings.

R e m e m b e r  t h a t
m u g s h o t s  o n  t h e
Lincoln Journal Star are
not  permanent  in  the
sense that the article’s
U R L  c a n  b e c o m e
obsolete if the website
is  redesigned,  but
cached  copies  may
persist  for  years.

THE FUTURE OF
MUGSHOT
PUBLISHING IN
LINCOLN

As technology evolves,
so do practices around
public  records  and
news  coverage.  The
Lincoln Journal Star has
n o t  c h a n g e d  i t s
fundamental  policy  in
recent  years ,  but
n a t i o n a l  t r e n d s
i n d i c a t e  t h a t
n e w s p a p e r s  a r e
moving  away  from
automatic  mugshot
galleries.  Many  major
newspapers  (like  the
Cleveland Plain Dealer
or  the  Boston  Globe)
h a v e  e l i m i n a t e d
m u g s h o t  p a g e s
entirely,  citing  ethical
concerns .  Others
restrict  mugshots  to
crimes  that  pose  a
clear public threat.
I n  N e b r a s k a ,  n o
legislation  currently
r e s t r i c t s  n e w s
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organizations  from
publishing  mugshots,
but  advocacy  groups
continue  to  push  for
reform.  For  now,  the
Lincoln  Journal  Star
continues  to  balance
transparency  with
r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e
p r e s u m p t i o n  o f
innocence.  Readers
who  rely  on  Lincoln
Journal  Star  Lincoln
Mugshots  should  use
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n
r e s p o n s i b l y ,
remembering  that  a
booking photo is not a
conviction.

CONCLUSION

The  phrase  Lincoln
Journal  Star  Lincoln
M u g s h o t s
encompasses  much
more  than  a  simple
s e a r c h  t e r m  —  i t
r e p r e s e n t s  a
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f
journal ism,  publ ic
records,  privacy,  and
ethics.  The  Lincoln

Journal Star provides a
valuable public service
by  reporting  arrests,
but  its  decisions  to
publ ish  mugshots
c o m e  w i t h  r e a l
consequences  for
t h o s e  d e p i c t e d .
Whether  you  are  a
res iden t  seek ing
information  about  a
neighbor, an employer
running  a  background
check,  or  someone
concerned  about  your
own  digital  footprint,
understanding  the
context,  the  law,  and
t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e
newspaper’s archive is
essential.  Use the tips
i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  t o
navigate  mugshot
i n f o r m a t i o n
respons ib l y ,  and
always verify outcomes
with  official  court
records.  By  doing  so,
you can stay informed
while  respecting  the
fundamental  principle
t h a t  e v e r y o n e  i s
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innocent  until  proven guilty.


