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A BRIEF
INTRODUCTION TO
A TIMELESS STORY

Since its publication in
1943, Antoine de Saint-
Exupéry’s  The  Little
Prince  has  captivated
mill ions  of  readers
around  the  world.  At
first  glance,  it  appears
t o  b e  a  s i m p l e
children’s  fable  with
charming drawings and
a  whimsical  space
traveler.  Yet  beneath
the  sur face  l i es  a
profound meditation on
love,  loss,  friendship,
a n d  w h a t  i t  t r u l y
means to see with the
heart.  The  question

“What  Is  The  Litt le
Prince  About?”  often
l e a d s  t o  a s  m a n y
answers  as  there  are
readers.  This  article
explores  the  layers  of
this  beloved  novella,
unpacks  its  central
themes,  and  explains
why  it  continues  to
r e s o n a t e  a c r o s s
generations.

PLOT OVERVIEW:
THE JOURNEY OF A
PILOT AND A
PRINCE

The story begins with a
pilot  who  crashes  his
plane  in  the  Sahara
Desert. While trying to
repair  his  aircraft,  he
meets  a  mysterious
little boy who asks him

https://www.remodelicious.com/


2

2 What Is The The Little Prince
About

2024-08-25

to draw a sheep. This
boy is the Little Prince,
and he comes from a
tiny  asteroid  called
B-612.  As  the  two
spend time together in
the  desert,  the  Little
Prince  recounts  his
journey  through  the
u n i v e r s e .  H e  h a s
visited  several  other
a s t e r o i d s ,  e a c h
inhabited  by  a  single
adult who represents a
flaw  of  grown-up
society—such as a king
without  subjects,  a
conce i ted  man ,  a
drunkard, a lamplighter
who  mechanical ly
follows  orders,  and  a
geographer who never
leaves his desk.
Eventually,  the  Little
Prince arrives on Earth.
He  lands  in  a  desert
and  meets  a  snake
who offers to send him
back to his planet with
a bite. He also meets a
fox,  who  teaches  him
t h e  m e a n i n g  o f

t a m i n g  a n d
responsibility.  The
fox  shares  the  secret
that “what is essential
is invisible to the eye.”
T h r o u g h  t h e s e
encounters,  the  Little
Prince  realizes  the
value of his rose back
on  his  astero id—a
flower  that  he  thought
was  unique but  found
t o  b e  c o m m o n  o n
E a r t h .  H o w e v e r ,
because he has tamed
her  and  spent  time
caring  for  her,  she
becomes  unique  to
him.  The  story  ends
poignantly as the Little
Prince allows the snake
t o  b i t e  h i m ,
presumably  returning
to his asteroid, leaving
the  pilot  with  a  new
understanding  of  life
and  love.

CENTRAL THEMES
OF THE LITTLE
PRINCE
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Love and
Responsi
bility
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
enduring  lessons  from
the novella is that love
i s  b u i l t  o n
commitment.  The  fox
explains that “taming”
means  creating  ties:
“ Y o u  b e c o m e
responsible forever for
what you have tamed.”
The Little Prince’s rose
is demanding and vain,
yet  he learns that  his
love  for  her  is  what
makes her special. This
theme directly answers
“What  Is  The  Litt le
Prince  About?”  at  its
core—it  is  about  the
bonds we form and the
care we invest in them.

The
Blindness
of Adults
Saint-Exupéry uses the
adult characters on the
asteroids  to  critique
how  grown-ups  often
lose  s ight  o f  what
matters .  The  k ing
claims  to  rule  over
everything  but  cannot
command  the  sunset.
The  bus inessman
counts stars and claims
t o  o w n  t h e m ,  y e t
derives  no  joy  from
their  beauty.  These
caricatures  remind
readers  that  adults
o f t e n  f o c u s  o n
numbers,  power,  and
possessions  whi le
ignoring  friendship,
imag ina t ion ,  and
wonder. The narrator’s
encounter  with  these
“grown-up”  behaviors
u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e
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n o v e l ’ s  w a r n i n g
against losing childlike
curiosity.

Seeing
with the
Heart
The  fox ’ s  f amous
line—“What is essential
i s  inv is ib le  to  the
eye”—is  perhaps  the
book’s  most  quoted
wisdom.  I t  inv i tes
readers to look beyond
appearances.  The
desert  is  beautiful
because it hides a well.
The  Litt le  Pr ince’s
laughter  is  precious
because it  will  remind
the pilot  of  his friend.
The novella challenges
u s  t o  v a l u e  i n n e r
qualities  over  external
forms.

The
Journey
of Grief
and
Letting
Go
T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p
between the pilot  and
the Little Prince mirrors
the  exper ience  of
losing  someone  dear.
The prince must leave
to  return  to  his  rose,
but  his  departure  is
painful. The pilot is left
with  memories  and  a
changed  perspective.
Many  interpret  the
s t o r y  a s  S a i n t -
Exupéry’s  meditation
on  mortality  and  the
i n e v i t a b i l i t y  o f
separation.  The  Little
Prince’s  return  to  his
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planet can be seen as
a  m e t a p h o r  f o r
death—but  a  death
that  is  not  the  end,
because  the  l ove
remains.

SYMBOLISM THAT
DEEPENS THE
MEANING

The Rose
The  rose  symbolizes
love, vulnerability, and
the paradox of wanting
to  be  cherished  while
being  difficult.  She  is
unique  to  the  Little
Prince because he has
devoted himself to her.
This  represents  how
true love is not about
finding a perfect object
but about choosing to
invest  in  someone
imperfect.

The Fox
The  fox  is  the  wise
teacher who helps the

L i t t l e  P r i n c e
understand  friendship.
H i s  l e s s o n  a b o u t
taming  reveals  that
relationships  require
time,  patience,  and
ritual.  The  fox  also
embodies the idea that
knowledge  is  gained
through  connection,
not  through  abstract
learning.

The
Baobabs
The  baobab  trees  on
the  L i t t le  Pr ince’s
asteroid  threaten  to
overgrow  and  destroy
t h e  p l a n e t  i f  n o t
uprooted  early.  They
symbolize  the  small
problems or bad habits
that,  if  ignored,  can
become  destructive.
T h i s  t e a c h e s  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f
discipline  and  early
intervention.
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The
Lamplight
er
A m o n g  t h e  a d u l t
c h a r a c t e r s ,  t h e
l a m p l i g h t e r  i s
p o r t r a y e d
sympathetically.  He
fo l lows  h is  orders
faithfully,  lighting  and
extinguishing his lamp
every  minute  because
his planet spins so fast.
He  represents  the
d rudgery  o f  wo rk
without  purpose,  yet
a l s o  l o y a l t y  a n d
dedication.  The  Little
Prince  admires  him
because he is the only
adult  who  thinks  of
something  other  than
himself.

The
Snake
Snakes often symbolize
death or danger, and in
this  story,  the  snake
offers  a  way  for  the
Little  Prince  to  return
to  h is  p lanet .  The
snake  is  enigmatic:  it
speaks  in  riddles  and
claims  to  have  “more
power  than  the  finger
of a king.” It represents
a  necessary,  albeit
painful,  transition.

WHY THE LITTLE
PRINCE APPEALS
TO ALL AGES

When  consider ing
“What  Is  The  Litt le
Prince  About,”  one
must acknowledge that
i ts  meaning  shi f ts
depend ing  on  the
reader’s  age.  Children
enjoy  the  adventure,
the  planets,  and  the
d raw ings .  Adu l t s
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discover  layers  of
philosophical  insight
about  lone l iness ,
conformity,  and  the
meaning  of  life.  The
story  is  short  enough
t o  b e  r e a d  i n  o n e
s i t t i n g  b u t  d e e p
enough to inspire years
of  reflection.  Its
allegorical  style allows
each  reader  to  find
personal  relevance.
Furthermore, the book
i s  a  v e i l e d
autobiography.  Saint-
Exupéry  was  a  pilot
who  experienced  a
plane  crash  in  the
Sahara—exactly as the
narrator  does .  He
wrote  the  book  while
living  in  exile  in  the
United  States  during
World War II,  far from
his wife and homeland.
T h e  l o n g i n g  f o r
connection  and  the
struggle  to  find
meaning  in  a  world
torn  by  conflict
permeate  every  page.

Th is  b iograph ica l
context  enriches  the
reading  experience
and  adds  authenticity
t o  t h e  t h e m e s  o f
separation and hope.

KEY LESSONS AND
TAKEAWAYS

Look beyond
the surface.
The most
important things
are
invisible—love,
trust, friendship.
Invest in
relationships.
Taming someone
requires
patience, but the
reward is a
unique bond.
Don’t let
childish
wonder die.
Adults who focus
only on “matters
of consequence”
miss the beauty
of life.
Embrace
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responsibility.
Caring for
others—for a
rose or a
friend—gives life
meaning.
Let go with
grace. Parting is
painful but
necessary, and
memories
preserve the
essence of love.

CRITICAL
PERSPECTIVES
AND
INTERPRETATIONS

Literary  critics  have
examined  The  Little
Prince  through various
lenses. Some see it as
a  Christian  allegory
about  redemption  and
sacrifice,  with  the
snake  as  a  Christ-like
figure  enabling  a
return  to  a  bet ter
place.  Others  view  it
t h r o u g h  a n
existentialist  lens,

e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e
freedom of choice and
t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f
personal  meaning.
Psychologically,  the
story can be read as a
j o u r n e y  i n t o  t h e
subconscious,  where
the  different  planets
represent  aspects  of
the  human  psyche.
R e g a r d l e s s  o f
interpretation,  the
c e n t r a l
question—“What Is The
L i t t l e  P r i n c e
A b o u t ? ” — r e m a i n s
open-ended,  which  is
precisely  what  makes
the book so enduring.

A CONCISE
CONCLUSION

The Little Prince  is far
more than a children’s
book. It is a gentle yet
profound exploration of
what it means to love,
to lose, and to see the
world  with  the  heart.
T h r o u g h  t h e
adventures of a young
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boy  from  a  distant
asteroid, Saint-Exupéry
invites  us  to  reassess
our  priorities,  cherish
our  connections,  and
never  forget  the  child
within. When someone
asks “What Is The Little
Prince  About?”,  the

simplest answer might
be:  it  is  about  all  the
essential  things  that
p e o p l e  s o  o f t e n
overlook—compassion,
cur ios i ty ,  and  the
invisible  bonds  that
make  life  worth  living.


