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INTRODUCTION:
THE GENTLE
GIANT’S GUIDE TO
GOOD BEHAVIOR

Bringing a Great Dane
into your home is like
welcoming a small
horse with a massive
heart. These gentle
giants are known for
their towering stature,
affectionate nature,
and surprisingly goofy
personalities. However,
living harmoniously
with a dog that can
easily rest its head on
your kitchen counter
requires more than just
love—it demands
structure, patience,

and a clear
understanding of how
to train a Great
Dane. Without proper
guidance, a 150-pound
puppy can quickly turn
your home into a chaos
zone. But fear not; with
the right approach,
training your Great
Dane can be a
rewarding journey that
strengthens the bond
between you and your
four-legged friend.

Training a Great Dane
is not merely about
teaching tricks; it is
about establishing a
foundation of mutual
respect and clear
communication. These
dogs are intelligent,
sensitive, and eager to
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please, but they can
also be stubborn and
easily distracted.
Understanding their
unique temperament is
the first step toward
successful training. In
this comprehensive
guide, we will walk you
through every phase of
training, from the
moment you bring your
puppy home to
mastering advanced
obedience. Whether
you are a first-time
Dane owner or a
seasoned enthusiast,
this article will equip
you with the tools you
need to raise a well-
mannered, confident,
and happy canine
companion.

UNDERSTANDING
THE GREAT DANE
TEMPERAMENT

Before diving into
specific training
techniques, it is
essential to grasp what

makes a Great Dane
tick. Bred originally as
boar hounds, these
dogs possess a
combination of
courage, strength, and
sensitivity. They are
not naturally
aggressive, but their
size means that even
playful behavior can be
overwhelming if not
properly channeled.
Great Danes thrive on
human companionship
and are known to form
deep bonds with their
families. They are also
remarkably attuned to
human emotions,
which makes them
excellent therapy dogs
but also means they
can become anxious if
left alone for long
periods.

One of the most
important things to
remember when
learning how to train
a Great Dane is that
these dogs are highly
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sensitive. Harsh
corrections or yelling
can damage their trust
and lead to fear-based
behaviors. Positive
reinforcement is not
just a buzzword; it is
the most effective and
humane way to train
this breed. They
respond beautifully to
praise, treats, and
play, and they thrive
when they feel they
are working as part of
a team. Patience and
consistency will always
yield better results
than force or
intimidation.

PREPARING FOR
TRAINING:
SETTING THE
STAGE FOR
SUCCESS

Preparation is key
before you begin any
formal training. A Great
Dane requires an
environment that
supports learning and

minimizes distractions.
Start by designating a
quiet area in your
home where you can
conduct short training
sessions. This space
should be free from
loud noises, other pets,
and foot traffic.
Additionally, gather the
right tools: a well-
fitting collar or
harness, a sturdy
leash, high-value treats
(small, soft, and
smelly), and a clicker if
you choose to use
clicker training.

Timing is another
critical factor. Great
Dane puppies have
short attention spans,
so training sessions
should be kept to five
to ten minutes at a
time, several times a
day. As your dog
matures, you can
gradually increase the
duration. Always end a
session on a positive
note, even if it means



going back to a
command your dog
already knows. This
builds confidence and
keeps training a
positive experience.
Remember, you are
not just teaching
commands; you are
building a relationship
based on trust and
cooperation.

Puppy-
Proofing

Your
Home

A well-trained dog
starts with a safe
environment. Great
Dane puppies are
curious and will explore
the world with their
mouths. Ensure that
electrical cords, toxic
plants, small objects,
and household

chemicals are out of
reach. Invest in a
sturdy crate that is
large enough for your
Dane to stand, turn
around, and lie down
comfortably. Crate
training is an
invaluable tool for
housetraining and
provides a safe den for
your dog when you
cannot supervise them.
A crate should never
be used as
punishment; it should
be a positive space
where your dog feels
secure.

ESSENTIAL
COMMANDS EVERY
GREAT DANE
SHOULD KNOW

When considering how
to train a Great
Dane, there are
several foundational
commands that are
non-negotiable. These
commands not only
keep your dog safe but
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also make daily life
manageable. Start with
these basics before
moving on to more
advanced skills.

Sit: The
Foundatio
n of Good

Manners
Teaching "sit" s
usually the first

command most owners
tackle, and for good
reason. It is a natural
position for dogs and
serves as a starting
point for many other
commands. To teach
“sit," hold a treat close
to your dog’s nose and
slowly move your hand
upward and slightly
back over their head.
As their head follows
the treat, their bottom
will naturally lower to

the ground. The
moment they are in a
sitting position, say
"sit," mark the
behavior with a click or
the word "yes," and
reward them with the
treat. Repeat this
process several times
until your dog begins
to anticipate the
movement.

Consistency is key;
practice in different
locations and with
varying levels of
distraction.

Stay:
Teaching
Impulse
Control

"Stay" is a potentially
life-saving command
that requires patience
to teach. Start with
your dog in a "sit" or



"down" position. Open
your palm toward them
like a stop sign and say
"stay" in a calm, firm
voice. Take one small
step back. If your dog
remains in place,
immediately return to
them, reward, and
release them with a
cue like "free" or
"okay." Gradually
increase the distance
and duration over time.
If your dog breaks the
stay, simply return to
the starting point and
try again with a shorter
duration. Never punish
a broken stay; instead,
make it easier for your
dog to succeed.

Down:
Encouragi
ng Calm

Submissi
veness

The "down" command
is particularly useful for
a breed as large as a
Great Dane. It
encourages a calm
state of mind and is
helpful in situations
where you need your
dog to settle, such as
during meals or when
guests arrive. To teach
"down," start with your
dog in a sitting
position. Hold a treat in
your closed fist and
lower your hand to the
ground, moving it
slowly forward along
the floor. Your dog will
likely follow the treat
into a lying down
position. As soon as
their elbows touch the
ground, mark and
reward. Some Danes
may resist this
command initially, as it
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is a vulnerable
position. Be patient
and use high-value
rewards to make it
worth their while.

Come:
The Most
Important
Recall

A reliable recall is non-
negotiable for any dog,
but especially for a
giant breed that can
easily overpower their
owner. Teaching
"come" should always
be associated with
positive experiences.
Start indoors in a low-
distraction

environment. Say your
dog’s name followed
by "come" in an
enthusiastic tone. As
they move toward you,
mark and reward

generously. When they
reach you, offer
additional praise or a
game of tug. Never call
your dog to you for
something they
perceive as negative,
such as a bath or nail
trimming. This will
poison the recall cue.

Practice in
progressively more
distracting
environments, always
using high-value
rewards.

LEASH TRAINING:
MASTERING THE
WALK

Walking a Great Dane
that pulls on the leash
is not just frustrating; it
can be dangerous. A
fully grown Dane can
easily pull an adult off
their feet. Teaching
loose-leash walking is
therefore one of the
most important
aspects of how to
train a Great Dane.



Begin by choosing the
right equipment. A
front-clip harness is
often recommended for
large breeds as it gives
you more control
without putting
pressure on the neck.
Avoid retractable
leashes, as they can
encourage pulling and
are difficult to manage
with a dog of this size.

Start your leash
training in a quiet area
with minimal
distractions. Hold the
leash with a relaxed
grip and stand still.
Wait for your dog to
look at you or for the
leash to go slack. The
moment there is any
slack in the leash,
mark and reward. Take
a few steps forward. If
your dog pulls, stop
immediately and wait.
Do not move forward
again until the leash is
loose. This teaches
your dog that pulling

results in stopping,
while walking politely
results in forward
movement. Be patient;
this process takes
time, but the payoff is
a peaceful, enjoyable
walk with your gentle
giant.

SOCIALIZATION:
THE KEY TO A
WELL-ADJUSTED
DANE

Socialization is not a
single event but an
ongoing process that
begins in puppyhood
and continues
throughout your dog’s
life. Proper
socialization is critical
for Great Danes
because of their size. A
poorly socialized Dane
can become fearful or
reactive, which can be
dangerous. The goal is
to expose your dog to
a wide variety of
people, animals,
environments, sounds,
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and experiences in a
positive and controlled
manner. This includes
meeting children,
adults, other dogs,
cats, and even
livestock, as well as
experiencing car rides,
veterinary visits, and
different  types  of
flooring.

When socializing your
Great Dane, always
prioritize your dog’s
comfort. If your dog
shows signs of fear or
stress (such as tucking
their tail, flattening
their ears, or yawning),
back off and create
distance. Let your dog
approach new things at
their own pace. Never
force interactions.
Puppy classes are an
excellent way to
socialize your Dane in
a structured
environment. Look for
classes that use
positive reinforcement
and have experience

with large breeds. A
well-socialized Great
Dane is a confident,
relaxed companion
that can handle the
complexities of modern
life with grace.

CRATE TRAINING
AND
HOUSETRAINING

Housetraining a Great
Dane requires
patience, consistency,
and a good cleaning
product. Because of
their large bladders,
they can physically
hold it for longer
periods than smaller
breeds, but they still
need frequent potty
breaks, especially as
puppies. A general rule
of thumb is that a
puppy can hold their
bladder for one hour
for every month of age,
up to a maximum of
about eight hours.
However, this is a
guideline, not a rule.



Take your puppy out
first thing in the
morning, after every
meal, after naps, after
play sessions, and
before bed. Praise and
reward immediately
after they eliminate in
the appropriate spot.

Crate training can be a
huge help with
housetraining. Dogs
naturally avoid soiling
their sleeping area, so
a crate that s
appropriately sized
(not too large)
encourages them to
hold it until you let
them out. Make the
crate comfortable with
soft bedding and a safe
chew toy. Feed your
dog in the crate to
build a positive
association. Never use
the <crate as a
punishment. With
consistency, most
Great Danes are
reliably housetrained
within a few months.
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Accidents will happen;
clean them thoroughly
with an enzymatic
cleaner to remove
odors that might
encourage repeat
offenses.

ADDRESSING
COMMON

BEHAVIORAL
CHALLENGES

Even with the best
training, Great Danes
can develop behavioral
issues. Understanding
how to address these
problems is an
essential part of how
to train a Great
Dane. One common
issue is jumping up.
Because of their size, a
jumping Dane can
knock over a child or
an elderly person. The
best way to address
this is to prevent the
behavior from being
rewarded. When your
dog jumps up, turn
your back and cross
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your arms. Do not
make eye contact or
speak. Wait for all four
paws to be on the
ground, then calmly
turn around and offer
praise. Consistency
from all family
members is crucial.

Another common
challenge is counter
surfing. A Great Dane
can easily clear a
kitchen counter with a
casual sweep of the
head. The best solution
is management: never
leave food unattended
on the counter. Teach
a strong "leave it" and
"off" command. If your
dog does grab
something they should
not, do not chase
them, as this turns it
into a game. Instead,
offer ~a  high-value
trade. Preventing
access to counters
through baby gates or
by keeping the kitchen
off-limits when you are
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not present can also be
effective.

Separation anxiety is
another concern for
this breed, given their
deep attachment to
their families. Gradual
desensitization to your
departures, providing
engaging toys (like
puzzle feeders or
frozen Kongs), and
practicing short
departures can help. In
severe cases, consult a
professional trainer or
a veterinary
behaviorist. Medication
may be an option to
help your dog cope
while you work on
behavior modification.

ADVANCED
TRAINING AND
ENRICHMENT

Once your Great Dane
has mastered the
basics, you can move
on to more advanced
training. This not only



keeps their mind sharp
but also deepens your
bond. Consider
teaching tricks like
"shake," "roll over," or
"speak." Many Great
Danes excel in canine
sports like obedience,
rally, and even scent
work. Despite their
size, some Danes also
enjoy agility, though
you must be cautious
of their joint health and
consult with your
veterinarian before
starting high-impact
activities.
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Mental enrichment is
just as important as
physical exercise.
Great Danes are
intelligent and can
become bored easily,
which can lead to
destructive behaviors.
Provide a variety of
chew toys, interactive
puzzles, and rotating
novel objects. Practice
obedience commands
in new locations. Take
your dog on different
walking routes to
provide novel scents
and

12

How To Train A Great Dane 2022-11-19



