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INTRODUCING THE
MAGICAL WORLD
OF TELETUBBIES
AND NOO NOO

For millions of children
and nostalgic adults
alike, the pastel-hued
hills of Teletubbyland
represent a unique
chapter in children's
television history. Of all
the whimsical elements
that populated this
beloved BBC series,
few are as instantly
recognizable as the
teletubbies

themselves, their
adorable sun-baby, and
the ever-present,
lovable suction cleaner

known as Noo Noo.
Among the many
charming segments
featured in the show,
the Teletubbies Noo
Noo Tubby Wash
stands out as a
quintessential example
of the series' gentle
humor, educational
value, and playful
approach to everyday
tasks. This article
delves deep into the
phenomenon of the
Tubby Wash, exploring
its role in the show, the
character of Noo Noo,
and why this simple
concept continues to
capture the hearts of
audiences worldwide.
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CLEANLINESS

Before exploring the
Tubby Wash itself, it is
essential to understand
the character who
makes it all possible.
Noo Noo is the
Teletubbies' friendly,
cylindrical vacuum
cleaner who lives in
the Tubbytronic
Superdome. Unlike any
ordinary household
appliance, Noo Noo has
a personality, a
distinctive slurping
sound, and an
insatiable appetite for
tidying wup. He
communicates through
a series of rhythmic
beeps and suction
noises, which the
Teletubbies understand
intuitively.

Noo Noo's primary role
is to clean up after the
four main

far from a simple
machine; he often gets
into mischief,
accidentally sucking up
items he should not,
such as the
Teletubbies' favorite
blankets, hats, or even
the Tubby Custard.
This creates gentle
conflict and resolution,

teaching young
viewers about cause
and effect,

cooperation, and the
importance of helping
others. The
Teletubbies Noo Noo
Tubby Wash segment
is a perfect example of
Noo Noo taking center
stage, not as a mere
cleaner, but as an
active participant in
the Teletubbies' day.

WHAT IS THE
TUBBY WASH? A
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PLAYFUL narration, often in the

CLEANING

ADVENTURE

The Tubby Wash is a
recurring segment in
the original Teletubbies
series. It typically
involves the
Teletubbies getting
ready for a bath or a
playful cleaning
session, often using a
large, colorful machine
or basin filled with
bubbles. However, the
most iconic version of
the Tubby Wash
features Noo Noo
himself. In these
scenes, Noo Noo uses
his powerful suction to
gently "wash" the
Teletubbies, pulling
them into his tube and
then spitting them out
sparkling clean, much
to their delight.

The sequence is
accompanied by the
show's signature
cheerful music and

form of a repetitive,
sing-song rhyme. For
instance, the narrator
might say, "The
Teletubbies need a
Tubby Wash. Noo Noo
is going to give them a
Tubby Wash." Then,
one by one, each
Teletubby approaches
Noo Noo, who slurps
them up and then
ejects them with a
whoosh of air, covered
in bubbles or perfectly
clean. The segment
ends with all four
Teletubbies laughing
and wiggling their
tummies, a classic
gesture of contentment
in the show.

The
Education



al Value
of the
Tubby
Wash

At first glance, the
Teletubbies Noo Noo
Tubby Wash might
seem |like pure
nonsense, but it is
rooted in sound
educational principles.
The segment
introduces concepts
such as:

e Personal
Hygiene: The
idea of washing
and getting clean
is presented as a
fun, positive
experience
rather than a
chore. This helps
normalize bath
time for toddlers.

e Routine and

Sequence: The
repetitive nature
of the Tubby
Wash (each
Teletubby taking
a turn) teaches
children about
order and
sequencing.

e Cooperation
and Trust: The
Teletubbies trust
Noo Noo to clean
them,
demonstrating
how friends can
help each other
with everyday
tasks.

e Sounds and
Language: The
onomatopoeic
sounds of Noo
Noo (slurp,
whoosh) and the
rhythmic
narration support
early language
development and
phonetic
awareness.

These elements make
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the Tubby Wash far
more than a simple
visual gag. It is a
carefully crafted
educational tool
wrapped in colorful,
engaging visuals.

THE ICONIC NOO
NOO TUBBY WASH
TOY AND
MERCHANDISE

The popularity of the
Teletubbies Noo Noo
Tubby Wash
extended beyond the
screen into the realm
of toys. In the late
1990s and early 2000s,
Hasbro and other toy
manufacturers
produced a range of
Teletubbies
merchandise, and the
Noo Noo Tubby Wash
playset became a
bestseller. The toy
typically consisted of a
large, plastic Noo Noo
figure with a tube that
children could feed
small Teletubbies

figures into, mimicking
the on-screen action.
When a button was
pressed, Noo Noo
would "slurp" the
figure and then eject it,
often with a gentle puff
of air or with the
inclusion of plastic
bubbles.

This toy was not only a
faithful recreation of
the beloved segment
but also encouraged
imaginative play, fine
motor skills, and an
understanding of cause
and effect. Collectors
today still seek out
vintage Noo Noo Tubby
Wash toys, and the
concept has been
revived in more recent
Teletubbies reboots
and merchandise lines,
proving its enduring
appeal.



Why the

Tubby
Wash

time context further
reinforces a familiar
daily routine, making
the segment relatable.
Moreover, the visual

spectacle of the
Teletubbies

ResondfB= . ane

s with

Children

The magic of the
Teletubbies Noo Noo
Tubby Wash lies in its
absurdity and
simplicity. Young
children naturally enjoy
repetitive, predictable
sequences that involve
gentle humor. The idea
of being vacuumed
clean is both
impossible and
delightful to a toddler's
imagination. Noo Noo
is not a threatening
monster; he is a

reappearing with silly
expressions is a classic
example of the "peek-
a-boo" effect, which
stimulates laughter
and engagement in
infants. The segment
also uses bright colors,
simple shapes, and
slow pacing, all of
which are designed to
hold a young child's
attention without
overstimulation.

BEHIND THE
SCENES: HOW THE
TUBBY WASH WAS
CREATED

The Teletubbies
series was created by

friendly helper with a Anne Wood and
funny noise. The bath-
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Andrew Davenport for
the BBC. The Tubby
Wash segments were
conceived as part of
the show's "Tummy
Tales" and other
interstitials that
focused on simple,
repetitive pleasures.
The puppeteers
operating Noo Noo
(who was actually a
remote-controlled
vacuum cleaner) had
to coordinate carefully
with the actors inside
the Teletubbies
costumes to ensure the
timing of the suction
and ejection looked
seamless.

The sound effects for
Noo Noo were created
using a combination of
real vacuum cleaner
recordings and
manipulated audio to
give it a friendly, non-
threatening timbre.
The narration was
typically performed by
the late Eric Sykes (in

the original UK version)
or John Simmit (in later
series), using a warm,
encouraging tone that
invited children to
participate.

The interior of the
Tubbytronic
Superdome set was
designed to be soft,
padded, and safe,
which is why Noo Noo's
cleaning antics never
appear dangerous. The
entire production was
carefully crafted to
avoid any elements
that could frighten
young viewers,
ensuring that even the
concept of being
sucked into a vacuum
cleaner remained fun
and playful.

CULTURAL IMPACT
AND NOSTALGIA

For a generation that
grew up in the late
1990s and early 2000s,
the Teletubbies Noo
Noo Tubby Wash is a



powerful touchstone of
childhood nostalgia.
The phrase itself is
often used humorously
in memes and online
discussions to refer to
any kind of vigorous
cleaning or absurd
situation. The segment
has been parodied in
shows like The
Simpsons and Family
Guy, cementing its
place in pop culture
vernacular.

Moreover, the Tubby
Wash represents a
specific era of
children's television
that prioritized
repetition, gentle
learning, and sensory
stimulation over
complex narratives.
Today, parents who
watched the show as
children often share
the Tubby Wash with
their own kids, creating
a cross-generational
bond. The reboot of
Teletubbies in 2015

(and again in 2024 on
Netflix) has
reintroduced the Tubby
Wash to a new
audience, proving that
the formula still works.

Connecti
ng to
Modern
Parenting
Trends

Interestingly, the
concept of the Tubby
Wash aligns with
modern parenting
philosophies that
emphasize making
routines fun. Many
parents use the phrase
"Let's do a Tubby
Wash" to encourage
toddlers to cooperate
during bath time or
hand-washing. The
idea of turning a chore
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into a game is a
cornerstone of positive
parenting, and the
Teletubbies show
modeled this perfectly.
Noo Noo's enthusiastic
cleaning is a gentle
reminder that tasks
like washing can be

joyful when
approached with
creativity and
playfulness.

HOW TO
EXPERIENCE THE
TUBBY WASH
TODAY

If you are feeling a
wave of nostalgia or
want to introduce your
own children to the
magic of the
Teletubbies Noo Noo
Tubby Wash, there
are several ways to
access the original
content. The classic
series is available on
DVD as well as on
streaming platforms
such as Netflix,

Amazon Prime, and
BBC iPlayer (depending
on your region). Search
for episode titles that
include "Tubby Wash"
or "Noo Noo's Tubby
Wash".

You can also find clips
on YouTube posted by

fans or the official
Teletubbies channel.
Additionally, vintage

toy collectors often sell
the original Noo Noo
Tubby Wash playset on
sites like eBay, though
prices have risen due
to its collector status.
For a more modern
take, new electronic
toys featuring Noo Noo
with a Tubby Wash
function are
occasionally released
by the brand's
licensees.

DIY
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Tubby
Wash

Activity

for Kids

Inspired by the show,
many parents have
created their own
"Tubby Wash" games
at home. Here's a
simple activity:

1. Gather
Supplies: A
plastic bin, warm
water, mild soap,
and some plastic
cups or a small
toy vacuum
(optional).

2. Set Up a "Wash
Station": Fill the
bin with soapy
water and
bubbles.

3. Role Play: Have
your child
pretend to be

Noo Noo,
“cleaning" toy
Teletubbies or
other dolls by
dunking them in
the water and
then drying them
with a towel.

4. Use Sounds:
Encourage your
child to make
Noo Noo's
slurping and
whooshing
noises while

playing.

This simple activity
promotes imaginative
play, fine motor skills,
and a positive
association with water
and cleanliness—just

like the original
Teletubbies Noo Noo
Tubby Wash
intended.

CONCLUSION: THE
ENDURING CHARM
OF A TUBBY WASH

In the vast landscape
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of children's
entertainment, few
moments capture pure,
uncomplicated joy
quite like the
Teletubbies Noo Noo
Tubby Wash. What
seems like a silly
sequence of a vacuum
cleaner bathing four

colorful characters is,
in reality, a carefully
designed piece of
educational television
that has resonated for
over two decades. Noo
Noo remains a beloved
character, and the
Tubby Wash remains a
symbol
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