
Criminal Minds Season 9 Episode Guide 1

Criminal Minds Season 9 Episode
Guide

Criminal Minds Season
9 Episode Guide

Downloaded from
www.remodelicious.com
by Morrow & Keenan

YOUR COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE
CRIMINAL MINDS SEASON 9
EPISODE GUIDE

Few  television  procedurals  have
captured  the  dark  artistry  of  criminal
profiling  quite  like  Criminal  Minds.  By
its ninth season, the show had cemented
itself  as  a  fan  favorite,  delivering  a
potent mix of psychological depth, team

dynamics, and unrelenting suspense. For
anyone diving into this season—whether
for  the  first  time  or  as  a  rewatch—a
reliable  Criminal  Minds  Season  9
episode guide  is  essential.  Season 9
aired from September 25, 2013 to May
14,  2014,  spanning  24  episodes.  It
explores  new  leadership  dynamics,
personal  arcs for the BAU agents,  and
some of the most haunting unsubs the
team has ever faced. In this guide, we
break down every episode, key themes,
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and  behind-the-scenes  details  to  help
you navigate this compelling chapter.

SEASON 9 OVERVIEW: WHAT
MAKES IT STAND OUT

The  ninth  season  of  Criminal  Minds
marked a subtle shift in tone. With the
departure  of  Jason  Gideon  already
behind  them,  the  team  solidified  under
Aaron Hotchner and David Rossi. This
season  also  introduced  Alex  Blake
(played  by  Jeanne  Tripplehorn)  more
deeply into the fold, and saw the rise of
Jennifer  “JJ”  Jareau  as  a  field  agent
after  her  return  in  Season  8.  The
Criminal  Minds  Season  9  episode
guide reveals a balance between high-
stakes  cases  and  emotional  character
stories,  including  Penelope  Garcia
grappling  with  a  traumatic  attack  and

Derek  Morgan  facing  a  devastating
loss. The season finale left fans stunned
with  a  cliffhanger  that  would  redefine
the  team's  future.

Main Cast and
Characters

Joe Mantegna as David Rossi
Thomas Gibson as Aaron
Hotchner
Matthew Gray Gubler as Dr.
Spencer Reid
Shemar Moore as Derek Morgan
Kirsten Vangsness as Penelope
Garcia
A.J. Cook as Jennifer “JJ” Jareau
Jeanne Tripplehorn as Alex
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Blake

COMPLETE CRIMINAL MINDS
SEASON 9 EPISODE GUIDE: PLOT
SUMMARIES AND HIGHLIGHTS

Below is a detailed breakdown of each
episode in the Criminal Minds Season
9 episode guide, with plot summaries,
notable unsubs, and character moments.

Episode 1: “The
Inspiration”
Premise: The BAU investigates a series
of  murders  in  New  Mexico  where  the
victims are posed in elaborate religious
tableaus.  The  unsub  is  a  young  man
convinced he is  a prophet.  A standout

scene:  Reid  delivers  an  emotional
monologue  about  his  mother’s  mental
health,  tying  the  case  to  his  personal
life.  Key  takeaway:  Season  9  opens
with a case that challenges the team’s
understanding of delusion.

Episode 2: “The
Inspired”
The  second  part  of  the  two-episode
premiere. The BAU tracks the unsub to a
remote  desert  compound.  Rossi  shows
vulnerability  when  he  admits  he’s
struggling  with  the  case’s  religious
themes.  The  resolution  is  both  violent
and poignant, setting a high bar for the
season.
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Episode 3: “Final
Shot”
The  team  probes  the  murder  of  a
sniper’s  wife.  The  investigation  leads
them to a former military sharpshooter
suffering  from  PTSD.  JJ’s  military
background  becomes  crucial.  This
episode is a subtle reminder of the cost
of service.

Episode 4: “To
Bear Witness”
Premise: A man is found in a state of
total amnesia, with evidence linking him
to a series of  murders.  The BAU must

determine if he is the killer or another
victim. A psychological puzzle that tests
profiling methods.

Episode 5:
“Route 66”
Rossi  takes  center  stage when an old
flame’s  grandson  goes  missing  along  a
notorious highway. The case forces Rossi
to  confront  his  past  as  an  FBI  profiler
and  his  personal  failures.  Emotional
resonance  is  high.

Episode 6: “In
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the Blood”
The BAU investigates a series of murders
on a Native American reservation.  The
episode  respectfully  explores  tribal
traditions  and  the  conflict  between
cultural  beliefs  and  forensic  evidence.
Reid develops a friendship with a young
tribal policeman.

Episode 7:
“Gatekeeper”
A  seemingly  random  series  of  home
invasions  leads the team to  an unsub
who  sees  himself  as  a  protector  of
neighborhood  morals.  The  episode
touches  on  themes  of  paranoia  and

vigilantism. Garcia’s computer skills are
particularly vital.

Episode 8: “The
Return”
An  escaped  serial  killer  from  Miami
resurfaces,  targeting  the  BAU  team
members.  This episode is  a tense cat-
and-mouse game. Hotch’s leadership is
tested as the team scrambles to protect
one of their own.

Episode 9:
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“Strange Fruit”
When  a  skeleton  is  discovered  on  a
Virginia  farm,  the  BAU  uncovers  a
decades-old  hate  crime.  The  case  is
personal for Morgan, who reflects on his
own family’s history with racial violence.
A powerful and socially conscious hour.

Episode 10: “The
Caller”
The team investigates a killer who taunts
victims  by  leaving  cryptic  phone
messages. The unsub has a connection
to  a  old  case  of  Rossi’s.  The  episode
blends mystery with a touching subplot
about Reid’s love life.

Episode 11:
“Bully”
A  high-ranking  FBI  official  is  murdered,
and the evidence points to a vigilante
targeting corrupt law enforcement. The
team  must  tread  carefully.  Blake’s
expertise  in  linguistics  is  front  and
center.

Episode 12: “The
Black Queen”
This episode is a fan favorite because it
explores Garcia’s past as a hacker. When
her former alias “The Black Queen” is
used in a murder, she must assist the
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team  while  battling  her  own  demons.
Kirsten  Vangsness  delivers  a  standout
performance.

Episode 13: “The
Road Home”
The BAU investigates a serial killer who
abducts homeless veterans. The case is
personal  for  Morgan,  who  had  been
dealing with  the trauma of  an assault
earlier  in  the  season.  The  episode
highlights  the  plight  of  forgotten
soldiers.

Episode 14:
“200”
Directed by series star Thomas Gibson,
this episode is the 200th of the series. JJ
is  kidnapped and forced to  confront  a
trauma from her past in a Middle Eastern
war  zone.  The  episode  is  fast-paced,
emotional,  and  filled  with  flashbacks.  It
is a milestone episode that redefines JJ’s
character.

Episode 15: “Mr.
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and Mrs.
Anderson”
A  couple  is  found  murdered  in  their
home, leading the BAU to a strange case
of marital infidelity and hidden identities.
The episode questions how well we truly
know  our  partners.  Light  humor  is
injected  via  Garcia’s  online  dating
subplot.

Episode 16:
“Gabby”
When a young girl goes missing from a
hospital,  the  team must  act  fast.  The
unsub is a desperate father. The episode

has a ticking-clock urgency and a gut-
wrenching conclusion.

Episode 17:
“Persuasion”
The  team  investigates  a  series  of
sadistic murders linked to a charismatic
c u l t  l e a d e r .  T h e  u n s u b  u s e s
psychological  manipulation  to  turn
followers  into  killers.  Reid’s  intellect  is
put to the test in a negotiation scene.

Episode 18:
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“Rabid”
A disease outbreak in a small  town is
actually  the  work  of  a  killer  using  a
biological  agent.  This  episode  has  a
horror vibe and is one of the season’s
most suspenseful. The team works with
the CDC.

Episode 19: “The
Edge of Winter”
The BAU travels to Alaska to hunt a killer
who  leaves  victims  in  remote  frozen
locations.  The  episode  is  visually
stunning and explores the psychological
isolation of extreme environments.

Episode 20: “The
Blood
Relationship”
A  series  of  murders  in  Florida  seems
connected to a fairy tale. The unsub is a
twisted  mother-daughter  duo.  The
ep i sode  touches  on  themes  o f
c o d e p e n d e n c y  a n d  m a t e r n a l
manipulation.

Episode 21:
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“What Happens
in Mecklinburg”
The team splits up to solve a complex,
multi-state murder spree. The structure
of  the episode is  unique,  with  parallel
investigations. Hotch and Rossi have a
philosophical debate about justice.

Episode 22:
“Fatal”
Morgan goes undercover when a string
of murders leads to an underground fight
club.  The  episode  is  action-heavy  but
also gives Morgan a chance to reflect on
his own violent past.

Episode 23:
“Angels”
The  first  part  of  the  two-part  season
finale.  The  BAU  investigates  a  series  of
murders in Texas that have a religious,
apocalyptic  theme.  The  unsub  is
targeting “sinners.” The episode ends on
a  cliffhanger  with  a  team  member  in
jeopardy.

Episode 24:
“Demons”
The season finale. The BAU races to save
one of their own from a cell  of killers.
The  resolution  is  shocking:  a  beloved
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character  is  killed  off,  and  the  team  is
left  shattered.  The  final  scene  shows
them  grieving,  setting  up  a  darker
Season  10.

THEMATIC ANALYSIS: SEASON
9’S CORE MESSAGES

Beyond the Criminal Minds Season 9
episode  guide,  several  themes  recur
throughout  the  season.  Trauma  and
recovery  are  central,  particularly  for
Garcia  and  Morgan.  The  season  also
explores the nature of evil through the
lens  of  religious  extremism,  mental
illness,  and  social  isolation.  The  show
continues to emphasize the importance
of  teamwork  and  empathy  in  solving
violent  crimes.  Notably,  female
characters  like JJ  and Blake are given
more agency and backstory.

Key Recurring
Unsub
Archetypes

Religious zealots (Episodes 1-2,
23-24)
PTSD-afflicted veterans
(Episodes 3, 13)
Mothers and daughters
(Episode 20)
Homegrown terrorists (Episode
11)
Psychological manipulators
(Episodes 4, 17)
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BEHIND THE SCENES:
PRODUCTION NOTES FOR

SEASON 9

The  Criminal  Minds  Season  9
episode  guide  wouldn’t  be  complete
without  behind-the-scenes  trivia.
Episode  14,  “200,”  was  a  major
milestone;  it  was  directed  by  Thomas
Gibson and written by Breen Frazier. The
season  also  saw  the  first  episode
directed by Shemar Moore (“The Road
Home”).  The  show’s  ratings  remained
strong,  with  an  average  of  12  million
viewers  per  episode.  The  finale’s  death
of  a  main  character  (specifically,  a  new
character  introduced  earlier)  shocked
audiences  and  was  voted  one  of  the
most shocking TV deaths of the year.

Notable Guest
Stars

Tim Curry (as Dante, a voice role
in a later season, but his character
is foreshadowed in Season 9)
Faran Tahir (Episode 6)
Laurie Holden (Episode 17)
Brían F. O’Byrne (Episode 23-24)

HOW TO WATCH CRIMINAL
MINDS SEASON 9 TODAY

Streaming  options  vary.  Season  9  is
available  on  Paramount+,  Amazon
Prime  Video  (with  subscription  or
purchase), and on DVD. Many fans use
this Criminal Minds Season 9 episode
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guide to track their viewing, especially
for  marathons.  For  a  complete  binge,
consider  watching in  order,  as  several
episodes  have  multi-part  arcs  (the
premiere  and  the  finale).

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
ABOUT SEASON 9

Does the season

have any major
character
departures?
No major original cast members leave in
Season


