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MOST VALUABLE MADAME ALEXANDER DOLLS: WHAT THE PRICE GUIDE REVEALS

INTRODUCTION: WHY A MADAME ALEXANDER DOLLS PRICE GUIDE MATTERS

Collecting Madame Alexander dolls is a passion that spans generations. These finely crafted dolls, first created by Beatrice Alexander Behrman in
1923, have become treasured collector's items, often passed from mother to daughter or grandmother to granddaughter. Whether you are a longtime
collector, a new enthusiast, or someone who recently inherited a collection, understanding the current market value is essential. This is where a
Madame Alexander Dolls Price Guide becomes indispensable. It helps you identify which dolls hold significant monetary worth, which ones are
rare, and how to make informed decisions when buying or selling. This article serves as a comprehensive resource, exploring the factors that
influence value, highlighting the most sought-after dolls, and offering practical advice for using a price guide effectively.

WHAT MAKES MADAME ALEXANDER DOLLS VALUABLE?

Before diving into specific prices, it is crucial to understand the elements that drive the value of these dolls. A Madame Alexander Dolls Price
Guide is not a simple list of static numbers; it is a reflection of multiple dynamic factors that collectors and appraisers consider.

Condition: The Most Critical Factor

The condition of a doll is the single most important determinant of its price. A doll in mint condition, with its original clothes, undamaged face, and
intact limbs, will command a significantly higher price than one with visible wear. Collectors look for:

 Original clothing and accessories: Missing a hat, shoe, or original dress can reduce a doll's value by 30% or more.

e Face and limb condition: Crazing (fine cracks in the vinyl), paint wear, or discoloration lower the value.

e Body condition: Stains, tears, or damage to the body fabric or composition matter.

* Box and paperwork: Having the original box, tags, and certificates of authenticity can substantially increase the value, sometimes doubling it
for rare models.

Rarity and Age

Generally, older dolls from the 1930s through the 1950s are more valuable than later productions. However, rarity within specific series also plays a
major role. Limited edition dolls, prototypes, and dolls produced for only a short time are highly prized. A Madame Alexander Dolls Price Guide
often categorizes dolls by era, noting which ones were produced in small quantities.

Doll Series and Character

Certain series are perennial favorites. The "Cissy" dolls, known for their elegant fashion model proportions, are highly collectible. The "Portrait" dolls,
depicting characters from literature and history, also hold strong value. Characters from the "Wizard of Oz" or "Gone with the Wind" are particularly
sought after. The specific character and series directly influence the price range you will find in any reliable price guide.

KEY FACTORS THAT INFLUENCE MADAME ALEXANDER DOLL PRICES

To effectively use a Madame Alexander Dolls Price Guide, you need to look beyond just the doll's nhame. Here are the nuanced factors that
professional appraisers consider:

1. Markings and Labels: The type of marking on the back of the head or body can help date the doll. Early dolls often have specific markings
that later versions lack. These details are critical for accurate pricing.

2. Size: Dolls come in various sizes, from 8-inch "Wendy" dolls to 21-inch "Cissy" dolls. Larger dolls are not always more valuable, but size can
affect rarity within a specific series.

3. Original Outfit vs. Reproduction: An original outfit from the period of production is far more valuable than a modern reproduction or a re-
dressed doll. Subtle differences in fabric, stitching, and buttons can help identify authenticity.

4. Market Demand: Trends in collecting change. A doll that was highly valuable ten years ago might be less sought after today, and vice versa. A
good price guide will reflect current auction and sales data, not just historical prices.

5. Geographic Region: While less common, regional demand can influence prices. For example, certain historical character dolls may be more
popular in specific parts of the United States.

While a comprehensive Madame Alexander Dolls Price Guide will list hundreds of dolls, some consistently appear at the top of the value
spectrum. These are the dolls that serious collectors actively seek.

Portrait Dolls: Scarlett O'Hara

The "Gone with the Wind" series is legendary. The "Scarlett O'Hara" dolls, especially those in mint condition from the 1930s and 1940s, are among
the most valuable. A rare "Scarlett O'Hara" in her iconic green barbecue dress can command thousands of dollars at auction. Specific variations, such
as the "Scarlett" with a porcelain head or a rare hair color, are even more valuable.

Cissy: The Fashion Model

Introduced in the 1950s, the "Cissy" doll was Madame Alexander's answer to the high-fashion adult doll market. These dolls are highly sought after for
their sophisticated wardrobes and elegant faces. A complete "Cissy" doll with multiple original outfits can be worth several hundred to several
thousand dollars, depending on the rarity of the ensemble. The "Cissy" from the "Portrait" series is particularly prized.

Wizard of Oz Collection

Dolls from the "Wizard of Oz" series, particularly Dorothy, are perennially popular. A rare "Dorothy" with the original ruby slippers and basket is a
major find. The 1965 set and earlier versions are the most valuable. A complete set of the main characters from "The Wizard of Oz" is a holy grail for
many collectors and can command a premium price.

Early Composition Dolls (1930s-1940s)

Before vinyl became the standard material, Madame Alexander produced composition dolls (a mix of wood pulp, glue, and other materials). These
early dolls, like the "Little Women" series or the "Kate Greenaway" series, are rare. Finding one in excellent condition with original clothes is
exceptional. Prices for these dolls often start in the hundreds and can reach thousands for pristine examples.

HOW TO USE A MADAME ALEXANDER DOLLS PRICE GUIDE EFFECTIVELY

Simply reading a price guide is not enough. You must learn how to interpret the data. Here is a step-by-step approach to using any Madame
Alexander Dolls Price Guide with confidence.

Step 1: Identify Your Doll Accurately

Before looking up a price, you must correctly identify the doll. Look at the markings on the back of the head, body, or neck. Note the size. Examine
the clothing and accessories. Compare your doll to images in reference books or reputable online databases. Many price guides include identification
photographs for this purpose.

Step 2: Assess the Condition Honestly

Be objective about your doll's condition. Use the guide's condition grading scale (e.g., Mint, Near Mint, Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor). A price guide will
list a range of prices based on condition. A doll in "Excellent" condition will be at the lower end of the range, while a "Mint" doll will be at the top. Be
honest about flaws like faded paint, missing buttons, or bent limbs.

Step 3: Cross-Reference Multiple Sources

No single price guide is 100% definitive. Collectors should consult multiple sources, including:

» Published price guides: Books dedicated to Madame Alexander dolls are updated periodically.

e Auction results: Websites like eBay (completed listings) and LiveAuctioneers show what actual buyers have paid recently.
e Collector forums: Experienced collectors often share market insights and recent sale prices.

* Professional appraisers: For high-value collections, a professional appraisal is essential.
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Whether you are building a collection or selling one, a Madame Alexander Dolls Price Guide is your best tool. Here are practical tips for both roles.

Step 4: Understand that Prices are Fluid
P For Buyers: How to Get the Best Value

A Madame Alexander Dolls Price Guide is a snapshot in time, not an eternal truth. Market conditions change. A doll that was undervalued a year

agf) Might spike in popularlty due to a movie, an anniversary, or a new generation of collectors discovering it. Always check the date of your price 1. Research Before You Buy: Never buy a high-priced doll without consulting at least two price sources. Know the typical price range for the
guide and supplement it with recent sales data. o -
condition you are willing to accept.
WHERE TO FIND CURRENT MARKET VALUES FOR MADAME ALEXANDER DOLLS 2. Look for Undervalued Dolls: Some dolls are less popular but have high potential. Series like "Wendy" or "Maggie" can be more affordable
entry points into collecting. A price guide will help you spot these opportunities.

To build a complete picture of value, you need to combine historical price guide data with current market trends. Here are the best places to look: 3. Be Patient: If you see a doll at a show or online but the price is above the guide range, wait. Often, the same doll will appear again at a more

reasonable price. Impulse buying is rarely rewarded in doll collecting.
4. Verify Authenticity: A low price can be a red flag. Use your price guide to check for common reproductions or fakes. Authentic markings and

materials are crucial.

¢ Online Auction Platforms: eBay remains the most accessible source for current market prices. Search for your specific doll and filter by "Sold
Items" to see recent transaction prices. This is one of the most effective ways to update any price guide.

* Specialized Doll Shows and Events: Attending a Madame Alexander doll show allows you to see dolls in person, talk to dealers, and observe
what is selling. Prices at shows can serve as a benchmark between retail and auction.

» Antique Stores and Estate Sales: These can be treasure troves, but prices are often negotiable. A price guide will help you know what a fair FO I Sel |e rS_ H OW to Pr| Ce CO rreCtly

offer is.

* Online Collector Communities: Facebook groups, forums, and blogs dedicated to Madame Alexander dolls are excellent resources. Members 1. Be Realistic: A price guide shows what informed collectors are willing to pay. If you overprice your doll, it will sit unsold for months. Look at
often share recent purchases and sales, providing real-world pricing data. "sold" listings, not just "asking" prices.

* Professional Appraisers: For insurance purposes or before a major sale, hiring a certified appraiser who specializes in dolls is the safest way 2. Grade Honestly: Disclose all flaws in your listing. A buyer who discovers a hidden crack after purchase can demand a return. Honest grading
to determine value. They will use multiple price guides and their own expertise to provide a formal valuation. builds trust and protects your reputation.

3. Consider Selling to a Dealer: If you need a quick sale, a dealer will pay less than retail (typically 50-70% of the guide price), but the
TIPS FOR BUYING AND SELLING USING A PRICE GUIDE iger sefngtoa you' au | WIL pay I (typically 50-70% guide price), bu
transaction is fast and simple. For maximum value, sell directly to collectors through auctions or online marketplaces.

4. Invest in Presentation: A doll
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