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INTRODUCTION:
UNDERSTANDING
THE ART OF
PRAYER BY
KENNETH HAGIN

Prayer is one of the
most intimate and
powerful practices in
the Christian faith. Yet
many believers
struggle to pray with
confidence,

consistency, and
effectiveness. For
those seeking to

deepen their prayer
life, few teachers have
been as influential as
Kenneth E. Hagin,
often referred to as the
"father of the modern

faith movement." His
teachings on the
subject, particularly in
his classic work The
Art of Prayer, have
transformed how
countless Christians
approach their time
with God. This article
explores the timeless
principles found in the
Art of Prayer by
Kenneth Hagin,
offering practical
insights for anyone
who longs to pray with
greater authority,
intimacy, and results.

Kenneth Hagin's
ministry spanned more
than six decades, and
his teachings on faith,
healing, and prayer
continue to impact


https://www.remodelicious.com/

millions around the
world. What sets his
approach apart is its
grounding in Scripture,
its practicality, and its
emphasis on the
believer's relationship
with God as a loving
Father. The Art of
Prayer by Kenneth
Hagin is not merely a
book about techniques;
it is an invitation into a
deeper, more vibrant
communion with the
Creator.

WHO WAS
KENNETH HAGIN
AND WHY HIS
TEACHINGS ON
PRAYER MATTER

Kenneth Erwin Hagin
was born in 1917 in
Texas. He was born
with a deformed heart
and a terminal blood
condition, and doctors
did not expect him to
survive childhood. At
the age of 16, after
lying bedridden for 16

months, he
experienced a
dramatic healing that
launched him into a
lifetime of ministry.
Over the years, Hagin
became known for his
unwavering
commitment to the
authority of Scripture
and his practical
teaching on faith.

His book The Art of
Prayer distills decades
of personal prayer
experience and biblical
study into accessible
principles. For Hagin,
prayer was not a
religious duty but a
vital conversation with
a living God. He taught
that just as any skill
can be developed
through practice, so
too can the art of
prayer be learned and
refined. The Art of
Prayer by Kenneth
Hagin emphasizes that
effective prayer
involves both the
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human spirit and the
Word of God working in
harmony.

THE FOUNDATION:
PRAYER AS
RELATIONSHIP,
NOT RITUAL

One of the central
themes in the Art of
Prayer by Kenneth
Hagin is the distinction
between religious ritual
and genuine
relationship. Hagin
frequently pointed out
that prayer was never
meant to be a
mechanical recitation
of words or a formula
to manipulate God.
Instead, prayer is the
natural overflow of a
relationship with a
loving Father.

Hagin often referenced
Jesus' model prayer in
Matthew 6, noting that
Jesus began by
addressing God as
"Our Father." This

intimate address sets
the tone for all prayer.
When believers
approach prayer as
children coming to a
good Father, fear and
doubt begin to
dissolve. The Art of
Prayer by Kenneth
Hagin encourages
believers to cultivate
this familial awareness,
recognizing that God is
not distant or reluctant
but eager to hear and
respond to His
children.

Prayer
from the
Heart,
Not the
Head

Another foundational
principle in Hagin's
teaching is the



importance of praying
from the spirit rather
than merely from the

intellect. He
distinguished between
praying with

understanding and
praying in the Spirit,
drawing from 1
Corinthians 14. Hagin
taught that both forms
of prayer have their
place, but that prayer
originating from the
human spirit carries a
unique power to
connect with God on a
deeper level.

In the Art of Prayer by
Kenneth Hagin, readers
learn that the mind can
be a hindrance to
prayer when it tries to
dominate the
conversation. Hagin
encouraged believers
to quiet their natural
reasoning and allow
their spirits to lead.
This does not mean
abandoning the mind,
but rather letting the

spirit take the lead
while the mind follows
in agreement.

THE ROLE OF
FAITH IN THE ART
OF PRAYER

Faith is inseparable
from prayer in Hagin's
theology. He often
quoted Hebrews 11:6,
which states that
without faith it is
impossible to please

God. In the Art of
Prayer by Kenneth
Hagin, faith s

presented as the
substance that makes
prayer effective. Hagin
taught that prayer
without faith is merely
empty words, but
prayer rooted in faith
moves the heart of God
and releases His power
into earthly situations.

Hagin emphasized that
faith comes by hearing
and hearing by the
Word of God.
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Therefore, the believer
who wants to pray
effectively must first
be saturated in
Scripture. The Word
builds faith, and faith
gives prayer its
traction. This is why
Hagin often
encouraged believers
to pray the Scriptures
back to God, using His
own words as the basis
for their requests.

Praying
with
Authority

One of the most
distinctive aspects of
the Art of Prayer by
Kenneth Hagin is its
teaching on the
authority of the
believer. Hagin taught
that Jesus Christ has
given His followers
authority over the

forces of darkness and
over circumstances
that contradict God's
will. Prayer, in this
view, is not merely
asking God to do
something, but
exercising the legal
authority that Christ
has delegated to His
church.

Hagin often used the
analogy of a
checksigned by a
wealthy benefactor.
The believer holds a
signed check, and the
authority to cash it
comes from the
signature. Similarly,
when believers pray in
Jesus' name, they are
acting with His
authority. The Art of
Prayer by Kenneth
Hagin calls believers to
pray with boldness, not
arrogance, recognizing
that their authority is
derived from Christ
and exercised in
submission to His will.



PRACTICAL
PRINCIPLES FROM
THE ART OF
PRAYER BY
KENNETH HAGIN

Beyond theological
foundations, Hagin's
book offers several

practical principles that
can transform how
believers pray. These
are not secret formulas
but time-tested biblical
patterns.

Praying
the Word

Hagin was a firm
believer in praying
Scripture. He taught
that the Bible is the
Word of God and that
God is committed to
honoring His Word.
When believers pray
the promises of
Scripture, they align
themselves with God's
revealed will. This

practice builds faith
and ensures that
prayers are grounded
in truth rather than
mere human desire.

For example, instead of
praying vaguely for
healing, Hagin would
encourage believers to
find healing Scriptures
such as Isaiah 53:5 or
1 Peter 2:24 and pray
those promises
specifically. The Art of
Prayer by Kenneth
Hagin provides
numerous examples of
how to turn Bible
verses into personal
prayers.

Persisten
cein
Prayer

Hagin addressed the
question of
unanswered prayer by
teaching the principle
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of persistence. He was
careful to distinguish
between vain
repetition and
steadfast persistence.
Hagin taught that
persistent prayer is not
about wearing God
down but about
building faith in the
believer's heart. As a
person continues to
pray, their faith grows,
and their
understanding of God's
will becomes clearer.

In the Art of Prayer by
Kenneth Hagin,
persistence is linked to
the parable of the
persistent widow in
Luke 18. Hagin
explained that the
widow received justice
not because the judge
was kind, but because
she refused to give up.
If an unjust judge can
be moved by
persistence, how much
more will a loving
Father respond to the

persistent prayers of
His children?

Prayer
and
Forgivene
SS

Another
principle Hagin
emphasized is the
connection between
prayer and
forgiveness. He taught
that an unforgiving
heart blocks the flow of
prayer. In the Art of
Prayer by Kenneth
Hagin, readers are
reminded of Jesus'
words in Mark 11:25:

critical

when you stand
praying, forgive. Hagin
explained that

unforgiveness is like a
clogged pipe that
prevents the water of
God's blessings from



flowing.

He encouraged
believers to examine
their hearts before
praying and to release
any offense or
bitterness. This
practice not only clears
the way for answered
prayer but also brings
emotional and spiritual
freedom.

THE ART OF
PRAYER AND THE
HOLY SPIRIT

Hagin devoted
significant attention to
the role of the Holy
Spirit in prayer. He
believed that the Holy
Spirit is not merely a
passive observer but
an active participant in
the believer's prayer
life. In the Art of Prayer
by Kenneth Hagin,
praying in the Spirit is
presented as a
powerful tool for
edification and

intercession.

Hagin taught that
when believers pray in

tongues, they are
praying mysteries
directly to God,
bypassing the

limitations of the
human mind. This form
of prayer builds up the
believer spiritually and
allows the Holy Spirit
to intercede for needs
that the believer may
not fully understand.
He often shared
personal testimonies of
how praying in the
Spirit brought
breakthrough in
difficult situations.

Listening
in Prayer

One of the most
refreshing aspects of
the Art of Prayer by
Kenneth Hagin is its
emphasis on listening.
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PRAYERaught that
prayer is a two-way
conversation. Too
often, believers do all
the talking and never
pause to hear what
God might be saying.
He encouraged
believers to spend time
in silence before the
Lord, allowing the Holy
Spirit to speak to their
hearts through
Scripture, impressions,
or inner witness.

This practice of
listening prayer
transforms prayer from
a monologue into a
dialogue. Hagin
believed that God
desires to guide His
children, and listening
is an essential part of
receiving that
guidance.

OVERCOMING
COMMON
OBSTACLES IN

believers
struggle with
distractions, doubt,
and discouragement in
their prayer lives. The
Art of Prayer by
Kenneth Hagin
addresses these
common obstacles with
wisdom and
compassion.

Dealing
with
Distractio
ns

Hagin acknowledged
that distractions are
inevitable, especially in
a busy world. He
advised believers not
to become discouraged
when their minds
wander but to gently
redirect their focus

Many



back to the Lord. He
also suggested using
Scripture as a focal
point during prayer,
which helps anchor the
mind and spirit.

Overcomi
ng Doubt

Doubt is one of the
greatest enemies of
effective prayer. Hagin
taught that doubt often
arises from a lack of
knowledge of God's
Word. The solution, he
insisted, is to immerse
oneself in Scripture
until faith rises. In the
Art of Prayer by
Kenneth Hagin, Hagin
shared how he would
pray until his faith
caught up with his
words, refusing to stop
until he had a witness
in his spirit that the
prayer had been heard.

10

Patience
with

God's
Timing
Another common
struggle is impatience.
Hagin taught that God
always answers prayer,
but not always in the
way or time we expect.
He encouraged
believers to trust God's
wisdom and timing
while continuing to
stand in faith. The Art
of Prayer by Kenneth
Hagin reminds readers
that delay does not
mean denial and that

God's timing is always
perfect.

APPLYING THE ART
OF PRAYER IN
DAILY LIFE

The ultimate goal of

10
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the Art of Prayer by
Kenneth Hagin is not
merely to inform but to
transform. Hagin
wanted believers to
move from theory to
practice. He
encouraged

establishing a regular
prayer routine, setting
aside dedicated time
each day to commune
with God. He also
recommended keeping
a prayer journal to
track requests and
answers, which builds
faith over time.

Hagin himself was a
man of disciplined
prayer. He rose early
each morning to spend
hours in the Word and
in prayer, and he urged
others to prioritize
their prayer time above
all other activities. In
the Art of Prayer by
Kenneth Hagin, he
makes it clear that
consistent prayer is not
optional for those who
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want to walk in victory.

Prayer for
Others

Intercessory prayer is
another major theme
in Hagin's teaching. He
taught that believers
have a responsibility to

pray for others,
including family,
church leaders,

government

authorities, and even
enemies. The Art of
Prayer by Kenneth

Hagin provides
practical guidance on
how to intercede
effectively, including
praying specific

Scriptures over people
and situations.

Hagin believed that
intercessory prayer
releases God's power
into the lives of others
and changes spiritual
atmospheres. He often



shared testimonies of
miraculous

breakthroughs that
came through
persistent intercession.

THE LASTING
LEGACY OF
KENNETH HAGIN'S
PRAYER
TEACHINGS

Decades after its
publication, The Art of
Prayer remains a
treasured resource for
Christians around the
world. Its teachings
have influenced
pastors, missionaries,
and everyday believers
seeking a deeper
prayer life. The Art of
Prayer by Kenneth
Hagin continues to be
studied in Bible
schools, small groups,
and personal devotion
times.

What makes Hagin's
teaching so enduring is
its balance of biblical
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depth and practical
application. He did not
offer mystical secrets
or empty formulas.
Instead, he pointed
believers back to the
Word of God and
encouraged them to
develop their own
prayer lives through
practice, faith, and
reliance on the Holy
Spirit.

CONCLUSION

The Art of Prayer by
Kenneth Hagin is far
more than a book
about prayer
techniques. It is a
guide to cultivating a
vibrant, intimate, and
effective prayer life
grounded in Scripture
and empowered by the
Holy Spirit. Hagin's
teachings challenge
believers to move

beyond shallow,
routine prayers and
into a dynamic

conversation with the
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living God.

Whether you are new
to prayer or have been
praying for decades,
the principles found in
this teaching remain
relevant and powerful.
Faith, persistence,
forgiveness, authority,
and listening are not
optional extras but
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essential elements of a
mature prayer life. As
you apply these truths,
you will discover that
prayer is not a burden
to be endured but an
art to be mastered and
a joy to be
experienced.
Ultimately, the Art of
Prayer



