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REDISCOVERING A
CLASSIC: OVER IN
THE MEADOW BY
EZRA JACK KEATS

In  the  vast  landscape
of children's literature,
c e r t a i n  b o o k s
transcend  their  pages
to  become  cherished
c o m p a n i o n s  f o r
generations.  While
Ezra  Jack  Keats  i s
universally  celebrated
for his groundbreaking
Ca ldecot t  Meda l -
winning  book,  The
Snowy Day, his body of
work  includes  other
treasures that deserve
equal recognition. One
such  gem is  Over  In

The Meadow By Ezra
Jack Keats,  a  vibrant
and tender reimagining
of the classic counting
rhyme. This book is not
merely a retelling; it is
a visual and emotional
journey  that  invites
young  readers  into  a
world alive with color,
rhythm, and warmth.
For parents, educators,
and  collectors  of  fine
picture books, Over In
The Meadow By Ezra
Jack Keats represents
a  perfect  marriage  of
traditional  verse  and
m o d e r n  a r t i s t i c
expression.  It  takes  a
familiar  folk  song and
transforms  it  into  a
r i c h ,  s e n s o r y
experience that speaks
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to  the  curiosity  and
w o n d e r  o f  e a r l y
ch i ldhood.  In  th is
article, we will explore
the magic  behind this
edition,  its  place  in
Keats's  i l lustr ious
career,  and  why  i t
remains  an  essential
addition to any child's
library.

THE LEGACY OF
EZRA JACK KEATS

To  fully  appreciate
Over In The Meadow
By Ezra  Jack  Keats,
one  must  first
understand  the  man
behind the brush. Ezra
Jack Keats (1916-1983)
w a s  a  p i o n e e r  i n
children's  publishing.
Born Jacob Ezra Katz in
Brooklyn  to  Jewish
Polish  immigrants,  he
grew up in poverty but
found solace in art. His
breakthrough  came
with The Snowy Day in
1962, which was one of
the first major full-color

p i c t u r e  b o o k s  t o
feature  an  Afr ican
American child  as  the
protagonist  without
mak ing  the  s to ry
explicitly  about  race.
This was revolutionary.
K e a t s ' s  s t y l e  i s
i m m e d i a t e l y
recogn i zab le .  He
employed  a  stunning
collage technique that
mixed  acrylic  paints,
patterned  papers,
fabric, and even found
objects  like  marbled
paper  and  clay.  His
illustrations  are  bold,
textured,  and  filled
with  rich,  jewel-toned
colors. When he turned
his  attention  to  Over
In  The  Meadow  By
Ezra  Jack  Keats,  he
brought  this  same
innovative  spirit  to  a
b e l o v e d  n u r s e r y
rhyme. The result is a
book  that  feels  both
t i m e l e s s  a n d
refreshingly modern.
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WHAT MAKES
OVER IN THE
MEADOW BY EZRA
JACK KEATS
SPECIAL?

There  are  countless
versions of the Over in
the  Meadow  rhyme
a v a i l a b l e ,  f r o m
illustrators  like  Paul
G a l d o n e  t o  A n n a
McQuinn. So, what sets
this  particular  edition
apart? The answer lies
i n  t h e  u n i q u e
intersection  of  Keats's
artistic  vision  and  the
inherent  charm of  the
text.

Artistic
Brilliance
on Every

Page
From the moment you
open the cover of Over
In  The  Meadow  By
Ezra Jack Keats,  you
are struck by the visual
symphony. Keats does
not  simply  illustrate
the animals; he creates
entire worlds for them.
The meadow is not just
a  green  field.  It  is  a
tapestry  of  layered
greens,  speckled  with
wildflowers,  and
bathed  in  a  warm,
golden light. His use of
co l l age  g ives  the
illustrations a tangible,
a l m o s t  t h r e e -
dimensional quality.
Children  are  naturally
drawn to the textures.
T h e y  c a n  s e e  t h e
weave  of  the  fabric
used for a turtle’s shell
o r  t h e  c r i n k l e  o f
handmade paper used
for  a  flower  petal.  This
tactile  quality  invites
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kids to look closer and
linger  on  each  page.
The animals in Over In
The Meadow By Ezra
J a c k  K e a t s  a r e
rendered  with  deep
affection.  A  mother
b i r d  i s  n o t  j u s t  a
silhouette; her feathers
are  a  patchwork  of
blues and browns, her
eye a bright, attentive
dot. This artistic depth
makes  the  s imple
counting  rhyme  feel
monumental.

A Journey
Through
Habitats
The rhyme itself takes
r e a d e r s  t h r o u g h
v a r i o u s  m e a d o w
habitats—a  stream,  a
hole in a tree, a sandy
bank. Keats uses these
settings  as  canvases
for  his  creativity.  The

"mother  fish"  and  her
"little fishies one" swim
in  wa te r  t ha t  i s  a
swirling  mix  of  blues
a n d  g r e e n s ,  w i t h
bubbles  that  look  like
t i n y  p e a r l s .  T h e
"mother frog" and her
"little  froggies  three"
sit on lily pads that are
not  just  green  circles
but intricate, patterned
compositions.
Th i s  a t t en t i on  t o
environmental detail in
Over In The Meadow
By  Ezra  Jack  Keats
serves a dual purpose.
I t  makes  the  book
visually stunning, but it
also  subtly  teaches
chi ldren  about  the
diversity of life within a
single  ecosystem.  The
meadow  becomes  a
bustling  community,
full of activity and life.
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The
Universal
Appeal of
the

Rhyme
The original Over in the
M e a d o w  i s  a n  o l d
Appalachian  counting
rhyme, often attributed
to Olive A. Wadsworth.
Its structure is perfect
for early learning:

Counting: It
introduces
numbers one
through ten in a
repetitive,
memorable way.
Animal Names:
Children learn
about turtles,
fish, birds, bees,
and more.
Verbs of

Action: The
animals
"squeak," "dive,"
"sing," and
"buzz," building
vocabulary.
Rhyming and
Rhythm: The
sing-song
cadence helps
develop
phonological
awareness.

What  Keats  does  so
brilliantly is to take this
educational  framework
and  in fuse  i t  w i th
genuine  emotion.  In
Over In The Meadow
By Ezra  Jack  Keats,
the mother animals are
not  just  placeholders;
t h e y  a r e  l o v i n g ,
protective  figures.  The
baby  an ima l s  a re
playful and eager. This
emotional  warmth
turns a counting lesson
into  a  story  about
family and security.
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ANALYZING THE
KEY SCENES IN
OVER IN THE
MEADOW BY EZRA

JACK KEATS

Let  us  take  a  closer
look  at  some  of  the
standout  moments  in
t h e  b o o k ,  w h i c h
demonstrate  Keats's
mastery of storytelling
through art.

The
Opening
Spread: A
World
Awakens
As  the  sun  rises  over
the  meadow,  Keats
uses  a  palette  of  soft
golds and pale greens.
The  "mother  turtle"
and  her  "little  turtle
one"  emerge  from  a

sandy  bank.  Keats
often used a split-page
technique, showing the
underground  nest
w h e r e  t h e  e g g  i s
hatching and the world
a b o v e .  T h i s  i s  a
wonderful  moment  in
Over In The Meadow
By Ezra  Jack  Keats,
a s  i t  i n v i t e s  a
discussion  about  life
cycles  and  beginnings.

The
Birds:
Music
and
Texture
Perhaps  one  of  the
most beautiful spreads
features  the  "mother
bird"  and  her  "little
birds two" sitting in a
nest.  Keats  constructs
the  nest  from  woven
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brown paper and twigs.
The  baby  birds  are
depicted  with  wide-
o p e n  b e a k s  a n d
fluttering  wings.  The
mother  bird's  feathers
are a collage of blues,
creating  a  sense  of
iridescence.  The  text
says,  "Sing,"  said  the
mother; "We sing," said
the  two.  The  image
practically  hums  with
sound.

The
Fireflies:
A Touch
of Magic
In  the  final  spread  of
Over In The Meadow
By Ezra  Jack  Keats,
we  meet  the  fireflies.
T h e  m e a d o w  h a s
grown  dark,  and  the
sky is a deep, rich blue.
The  fireflies  are

represented  by  bright
yellow  spots  of  paint
and  small  pieces  of
shiny  paper,  glowing
a g a i n s t  t h e  d a r k
background.  This  is  a
moment of pure magic,
where  the  counting
rhyme transforms into
a  gentle  lullaby.  It  is
the perfect way to end
the  book,  leaving  the
reader with a feeling of
peace and wonder.

EDUCATIONAL
BENEFITS OF OVER
IN THE MEADOW
BY EZRA JACK
KEATS

Beyond  its  aesthetic
beauty,  this book is a
powerful tool for early
c h i l d h o o d
development.  Here  is
h o w  Over  In  The
Meadow By Ezra Jack
K e a t s  s u p p o r t s
learning:

Early1.
Numeracy: The
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clear progression
from one to ten
provides a
painless
introduction to
counting.
Children can
point to each
baby animal as
they count along.
Language2.
Development:
The rhyming,
repetitive text
allows children to
predict what
comes next,
building
confidence. They
will soon be
"reading" the
book aloud on
their own.
Visual Literacy:3.
Keats's collage
style encourages
children to ask,
"What is this
made of?" This
sparks
discussions
about art

materials and
creativity.
Science4.
Connections:
The book
introduces
habitats and
animal families.
A follow-up
activity could be
to learn more
about turtles,
frogs, or
muskrats.
Socio-5.
Emotional
Learning: The
gentle, loving
interactions
between mother
and baby
animals model
nurturing
behavior and
family bonds.

For  teachers,  using
Over In The Meadow
By Ezra Jack Keats in
a  classroom  setting
can  be  a  springboard
for  cross-curricular
activities.  A  reading
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can  be  followed  by  a
collage-making  art
project,  a  counting
math  lesson ,  o r  a
science  unit  on  pond
life.

COMPARING
KEATS’S VERSION
TO OTHER
EDITIONS

It  is worth noting how
Over In The Meadow
By  Ezra  Jack  Keats
differs  from  other
popular editions. Many
versions  are  cute  and
cartoonish.  Keats's  is
an  art  book.  While  a
v e r s i o n  l i k e  P a u l
Galdone's  is  charming
and clear for storytime,
Keats's  version  invites
quiet  contemplation.
The colors  are bolder,
the textures richer, and
the  emotional  tone  is
more resonant.
Some parents find that
Keats's  collage  style
can  be  slightly  busier

t h a n  s i m p l e r
illustrations.  However,
this  complexity  is  a
strength.  It  rewards
repeat  reading.  Each
time you open Over In
The Meadow By Ezra
Jack Keats, you notice
something  new—a
hidden  pattern  in  the
grass,  a new detail  in
the  mother  animal's
expression. This depth
keeps  the  book  fresh
and  engaging  year
after  year.

WHY PARENTS
AND COLLECTORS
SEEK OUT THIS
EDITION

For  those  building  a
l ib ra ry  o f  qua l i t y
picture books, Over In
The Meadow By Ezra
Jack Keats  is  a  non-
negotiable  addition.  It
is a book that respects
the  intelligence  of  a
young child. It does not
talk  down to  them;  it
invites  them  into  a
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world  of  beauty  and
complexity.
C o l l e c t o r s  a l s o
appreciate  Keats’s
work  because  of  his
significant  place  in  art
history.  His  books  are
c o n s i d e r e d
masterpieces  of  20th-
century  illustration.
F i n d i n g  a  w e l l -
preserved  copy  of
Over In The Meadow
By Ezra Jack Keats is
a  t reasure  for  any
bibliophile.  The  book
represents a high point
i n  h i s  c a r e e r ,
showcasing  al l  the
t e c h n i q u e s  h e
p e r f e c t e d  o v e r  a
lifetime of creating.

HOW TO READ
OVER IN THE
MEADOW BY EZRA
JACK KEATS WITH
YOUR CHILD

To get the most out of
this  book,  consider
these  simple  tips  for

reading  Over  In  The
Meadow By Ezra Jack
Keats aloud:

Go Slow: Pause
on each page to
allow your child
to explore the
collage. Point to
the different
textures and ask,
"What do you
think that is
made of?"
Sing It: The
rhyme has a
musical cadence.
Try singing the
words to a gentle
tune. It makes
the counting
even more
memorable.
Count
Everything:
Don't just count
the baby
animals. Count
the flowers, the
clouds, or the
pebbles on the
shore.
Use
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Expression:
Change your
voice for each
animal. Sound
small for the
"little fishes" and
deep for the "old
frog."
Make
Connections:
After reading,
ask your child,
"Which animal
was your
favorite? Why?
Can you find
something in
your house that
has the same
texture as the
bird's nest?"

Reading Over In The
Meadow By Ezra Jack
Keats  should  be  an
interactive experience.
T h e  b o o k  i s  a
conversation  starter,
not just  a story to be
passively heard.

THE ENDURING
RELEVANCE OF
OVER IN THE
MEADOW BY EZRA
JACK KEATS

In  an  age  of  digital
screens and fast-paced
entertainment,  a  book
l i k e  Over  In  The
Meadow By Ezra Jack
Keats  i s  a  gent le
reminder of the power
of  slowing  down.  It
e n c o u r a g e s
mindfulness. There is a
meditative  quality  to
counting  the  animals
and  observing  the
intricate  collages.  It
teaches  children  to
appreciate  beauty  in
small things—a leaf, a
ripple in the water, the
curve of a turtle's shell.
Furthermore,  Keats's
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
d i v e r s i t y  i n  h i s
characters, even when
drawing  animals,  is
n o t e w o r t h y .  H i s
a n i m a l s  a r e  n o t
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generic.  They  have
distinct  personalities
and  expressions  that

reflect  a  wide  range  of
emotions.  This  subtle
inclusivity  is  part  of
what  makes


