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REDISCOVERING
THE KODAK
EASYSHARE Z710:
A BRIDGE CAMERA
THAT PIONEERED
SIMPLICITY

In the golden era of
digital photography,
when megapixels were
a battleground and the
smartphone camera
was still a distant
threat, one camera
stood out for its blend
of reach and user-
friendliness: the Kodak
Easyshare Z710.
Though it has been
years since this
camera first hit the
shelves, it remains a

fascinating piece of
photographic history.
For enthusiasts of
vintage digital gear, or
anyone curious about
the evolution of bridge
cameras, the Kodak
Easyshare Z710
offers a unique lens
through which to view
the early days of long-
zoom consumer
photography. This
article will take a deep
dive into its design,
performance, and the
legacy it left behind, all
while exploring what
made it a compelling
choice for families and
aspiring photographers
alike.
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The

Bridge

DSLR but more capable
than a typical pocket
camera. With a 10x
optical zoom, it gave
users the ability to

ture subjects far
Ca meraa(;y—a feature that

Concep

was a huge selling
nt for travel,
wildlife, and sports

and thesesen

Z710’%oused a

Place in It

Before the mirrorless
revolution, the market
had a distinct divide.
There were compact
point-and-shoots for
convenience, and bulky
DSLRs for serious
image quality. Enter
the bridge camera. The
Kodak Easyshare Z710
was designed to bridge
that gap, offering a
powerful zoom lens in
a body that was easier
to handle than a full

At its heart, the Z710
7.1-

egapixel CCD sensor.
While today we might
scoff at 7 megapixels,
back in 2006, this was
a very respectable
resolution for prints up
to 20 x 30 inches. The
camera also featured
Kodak’s proprietary
color science, which
rendered vibrant and
punchy images straight
out of the camera—a
hallmark that made the
Easyshare line beloved
by casual shooters.
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Design

and Build

Quality

One of the first things
you notice when
handling the Kodak
Easyshare Z710 is its
ergonomic design. The
body is substantial
enough to provide a
good grip, thanks to a
rubberized handgrip
that wraps around the
right side. The controls
are laid out intuitively,
with a mode dial on top
that gives you access
to automatic, program,
aperture priority,
shutter priority, and
full manual modes.
This range of exposure
controls was a
significant  attraction
for hobbyists wanting
to move beyond full
auto.

The lens is the
centerpiece. The 10x
Schneider-Kreuznach
Variogon zoom lens
covers a 38-380mm
equivalent focal length.
While it doesn’t have
the wide-angle
capability we expect
today, the telephoto
reach was impressive.
A mechanical zoom
ring surrounds the
lens, giving a tactile
feel that many modern
cameras lack.
However, the zoom is
motorized, so you are
still relying on a motor
to move the glass. The
lens extends when
powered on, and the
camera feels balanced
even at full zoom.

The back of the
camera is dominated
by a 2.0-inch LCD
screen. In today’s era
of massive displays,
this may seem small,
but it was standard for
its time. The screen’s



resolution is 201,000
pixels, which is
adequate for
composition and
playback. An electronic
viewfinder (EVF) is also
present, a rare find in
consumer cameras of
that period. The EVF is
small and low-
resolution by modern
standards, but it was a
lifesaver in bright
sunlight when the LCD
washed out.

Performa
nce and
Image
Quality

When we talk about
the Kodak Easyshare
Z710, performance
must be understood in
the context of its era.
The camera boots up in
about two seconds,

which was acceptable.
The autofocus system
is contrast-detect, and
it works reasonably
well in good light. In
low light, it hunts quite
a bit, and the built-in
flash has a limited
range. Nevertheless,
for daytime outdoor
photography, the Z710
was a reliable
workhorse.

Image quality is where
the Z710 shines in a
nostalgic way. The
colors are saturated
and warm, with a
classic Kodak film look.
Skies appear deeply
blue, and greenery
looks lush. The 7.1-
megapixel sensor
delivers enough detail
for sharp prints, though
noise becomes
noticeable at 1SO 400
and above. The
camera’s maximum
ISO is 800, and noise
reduction tends to
smudge fine details.

4 Kodak Easyshare Z 710

2026-03-02



Kodak Easyshare Z 710 5

Yet, for the intended
audience—families,
vacationers, and
budding hobbyists—the
trade-off was
acceptable.

One notable feature is
the continuous
shooting mode, which
can capture up to 2.5
frames per second.
This was handy for
action shots, though
the buffer fills quickly.
Also, the camera can
record VGA video at
30fps, a basic feature
that was standard at
the time.

Battery

Life and
Storage

The Kodak Easyshare
Z710 runs on two AA
batteries. This was a
double-edged sword.
On the positive side,

AA batteries are
universally available,
so you never had to
worry about finding a
proprietary charger
when traveling. On the
downside, the camera
chews through alkaline
batteries quickly. Using
NiMH rechargeable
batteries was strongly
recommended, and
many owners did
exactly that. With
rechargeables, you
could get around 200
shots per charge,
which was decent.

Storage was handled
by SD/MMC cards. The
camera supports up to
2GB cards, which at
the time seemed
generous. Today, 2GB
seems tiny, but for 7-
megapixel JPEGs, that
could store hundreds
of pictures.



Ease of

Use: Thwe
Kodak

DNA

Kodak designed the
Easyshare line with
simplicity in mind, and
the Z710 is no
exception. The menu
system is
straightforward and
text-based. Icons are
clear. The “Share”
button on the camera
allows you to tag
photos for printing or
emailing when docked
to a computer via the
optional camera dock.
This was before Wi-Fi
was common, so the

workflow was very
tethered.
For beginners, the

scene modes (portrait,
landscape, night, etc.)

and the green “Auto”
mode produce decent
results without fuss.
advanced users
can dive into manual
controls, which include
aperture and shutter
priority, full manual
exposure, and even a
custom white balance
option. This flexibility
made the Z710 an
excellent learning tool.

Nostalgia
and
Modern
Use

Today, the Kodak
Easyshare Z710 can be
found on used
photography markets
for a very low price. It
has gained a cult
following among fans
of vintage digital
cameras and
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“oldschool” digital
aesthetics. The CCD
sensor gives images a
distinct look that many
modern CMOS sensors
lack—a certain glow
and organic feel that is
hard to replicate.
Combine that with the
vivid Kodak color
processing, and you
have a recipe for
charming, atmospheric
photos.

If you decide to pick
one up in 2025, be
prepared for its
limitations. The LCD is
dim, the viewfinder is
small, the autofocus is
slow, and the battery

life requires
rechargeable AAs. But
the shooting

experience is tactile
and fun. The manual
zoom ring and the
satisfying click of the
mode dial remind you
of a time when
cameras were more
about mechanics.

Moreover, the Z710 is
a great conversation
starter. Many people
remember Kodak
cameras fondly, and
the Easyshare brand
was ubiquitous in
households. The Z710,
with its long zoom, was
often the camera
parents brought to
sports games or school

Legacy
and
Impact

The Kodak Easyshare
Z710 was not a
revolutionary camera,
but it was a very
competent one. It
represented the
culmination of Kodak's
efforts to offer a bridge
camera that was
affordable, capable,
and easy to use. It



competed with
cameras like the Canon
PowerShot S3 IS and
the Sony Cyber-shot

H5, but Kodak
differentiated itself
with better color

straight out of the
camera and a simpler
user interface.

Unfortunately, Kodak’s
fortunes declined
sharply in the late
2000s. The Easyshare
lineup, once a market
leader, faded as
smartphone cameras
improved and the
company struggled
with digital disruption.
Yet, the Z710 remains
a time capsule of that
transitional period.

For photographers
today, the Z710 offers
a low-cost entry into
long zoom
photography with a
vintage twist. It will not
win any technical
awards now, but it can
produce images with a

distinct character. It's
also a fantastic tool for
teaching the basics of
exposure and
composition without
the complexity of
modern menu systems.

Tips for
Getting
the Best
Out of a
Kodak
Easyshar
e Z710
Today

If you own or plan to
buy a Z710, here are a
few tips to maximize
its performance:

e Use NiMH
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rechargeable
batteries.
Alkaline batteries
will drain quickly,
especially with
heavy flash use
or constant
zooming.

Shoot in raw
mode?
Unfortunately,
the Z710 only
shoots JPEG. So
make sure you
set the image
quality to “Best”
(7MP) and avoid
digital zoom.
Keep the ISO
low. Try to keep
ISO at 64 or 100
for the best
detail and color.
Use a tripod in
low light.
Embrace the
colors. The
Kodak color
palette is the
main draw. Don't
be afraid to
shoot at the

default settings.

¢ Use the self-

timer to avoid
camera shake at
long zoom
settings. The
continuous
shooting mode
can also help
capture moving
subjects.
Experiment
with manual
modes. Try
aperture priority
for controlling
depth of field, or
shutter priority to
freeze fast
action.

Clean the lens
gently. Over
time, dust may
accumulate. A
microfibre cloth
can help keep
the optics clear.



Conclusio
n

The Kodak Easyshare
Z710 is more than just
a relic. It is a
testament to a time
when digital cameras
were beginning to offer
consumers serious
creative possibilities
without requiring a
degree in photography.
Its 10x zoom, manual
controls, and
distinctive Kodak color
science made it a
favorite among families
and budding
enthusiasts. While it
cannot compete with
the resolution, speed,
or connectivity of
modern gear, it still
offers something rare:
a tactile, deliberately

10

slower shooting
experience that
encourages you to
think about each
frame.

Whether you are a
collector, a nostalgic
shooter, or someone
looking for a cheap
way to experiment with
long zoom
photography, the
Kodak Easyshare Z710
remains a worthy
companion. In an age
of disposable digital
media, this camera
reminds us to take our
time and enjoy the
process of capturing a
moment. Its legacy
lives on in the
countless albums filled
with vibrant, colorful
memories that still
bring a smile to faces
years later.
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