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UNLOCK YOUR AUTOMOTIVE CAREER WITH MOTOR
AGE ASE STUDY GUIDES

For  automotive  technicians,  the  ASE  (Automotive  Service
Excellence)  certification  is  more  than  just  a  credential—it  is  a
career  milestone  that  validates  expertise,  builds  trust  with
customers, and often leads to higher pay. Yet preparing for these
rigorous  exams  can  be  daunting.  With  dozens  of  test  series
covering everything from engine repair to air conditioning, you
need a study solution that is both comprehensive and practical.
That is where Motor Age ASE Study Guides come into play.
For decades, Motor Age has been a trusted name in automotive
education,  offering  targeted,  technician-focused  materials  that
cut through the noise and help you pass your ASE exams on the
first attempt.
In this guide, we will explore what makes Motor Age ASE Study
Guides a  top choice for  aspiring and experienced technicians
alike. We will break down their unique features, discuss how they
align with specific ASE test series, and provide actionable tips to
get the most out of your study time. Whether you are prepping
for  the  A1  Engine  Repair  test  or  the  L1  Advanced  Engine
Performance exam, understanding the value of these guides will
put you on the fast track to certification success.

WHAT ARE MOTOR AGE ASE STUDY GUIDES?

Motor Age ASE Study Guides are specialized training resources
published  by  the  Motor  Age  brand,  a  division  of  Endeavor
Business  Media  that  has  served  the  automotive  aftermarket
industry since 1899. The guides are designed to mirror the actual
ASE exams in format, content, and difficulty. Each guide typically
includes:

Detailed content review chapters aligned with ASE task lists
Sample test questions that simulate the real exam
environment
Answer explanations that clarify why each option is correct
or incorrect
Study tips and time-management strategies
Access to online practice tests (with many of the current
editions)

What sets Motor Age apart is its laser focus on practical, hands-
on  knowledge.  The  guides  are  written  by  ASE-certified  master
technicians and industry educators who understand exactly what
the exams require. Instead of generic theory, you get real-world
scenarios and diagnostic thinking exercises that mirror what you
face in the shop every day.

Print vs. Digital: Which
Format Works Best?
Motor Age offers both printed books and digital e-book versions,
plus some packages that combine the two. Printed guides are
convenient  for  highlighting,  tabbing,  and  flipping  through  while
you sit at the workbench. Digital versions allow you to study on a
tablet  or  phone  during  downtime,  search  for  specific  topics

quickly,  and  access  embedded  links  to  videos  or  additional
resources.  Many  technicians  find  that  a  hybrid  approach—using
the print guide for deep study and the digital version for quick
reviews—yields  the  best  results.  The  online  practice  tests
included with  most  Motor  Age  guides  are  especially  valuable
because they adapt to your performance, helping you identify
weak areas before exam day.

WHY CHOOSE MOTOR AGE ASE STUDY GUIDES OVER
OTHER RESOURCES?

The  market  is  crowded  with  ASE  prep  materials,  from large
publishers like Delmar to free YouTube channels. So why do so
many seasoned technicians swear by Motor Age? Here are a few
key advantages:

Task-Specific Alignment
Every  ASE exam is  built  around a  specific  task  list  published  by
the National Institute for Automotive Service Excellence (ASE).
Motor Age guides are meticulously mapped to these task lists.
When  you  study  a  chapter  on  “Ignition  Systems”  in  the  A6
Electrical/Electronics guide, you can be confident that every sub-
topic—from distributor-type to coil-on-plug systems—is covered
in the same proportion as the actual exam. This reduces wasted
study time on topics that rarely appear.

Realistic Practice Questions
One of the biggest complaints about some study guides is that
the practice questions are either too easy or too esoteric. Motor
Age questions are notorious for being “harder than the real test”
in a good way—they challenge you to apply knowledge, not just
memorize facts. The answer explanations are paragraph-length,
teaching you why a particular diagnostic step is correct and what
common misdiagnosis leads to the wrong choice. This builds deep
understanding rather than shallow recall.

Updated for the Latest
Exams
ASE  periodically  updates  its  test  content  to  reflect  new  vehicle
technologies  (hybrids,  ADAS,  advanced  driver  assistance
systems).  Motor  Age  releases  new  editions  promptly  when
changes  occur.  Their  2024  and  2025  editions,  for  example,
include sections on electric  vehicle safety,  start-stop systems,
and  sensors  related  to  lane-keeping  and  automated  braking.
Using an outdated guide can leave you unprepared for  these
modern questions.

Trusted by Training
Programs
Many  technical  schools,  community  college  automotive
programs, and dealer service departments use Motor Age ASE
Study Guides as their  primary curriculum. When an instructor
hands you a Motor Age guide, you know the material has been
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vetted  by  professionals  who  train  technicians  daily.  This
institutional endorsement carries weight when you are deciding
how to invest your study budget.

COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE OF MAJOR ASE TEST
SERIES

Motor  Age  produces  guides  for  nearly  every  ASE  certification
area. Below is a breakdown of the most popular series and what
each guide emphasizes.

Automobile & Light Truck
Certification (A-Series)
A1 – ENGINE REPAIR

This guide covers cylinder head and valve train diagnosis, engine
block  assembly,  lubrication  and  cooling  systems,  and  fuel
systems. A standout feature is the step-by-step walkthrough of a
compression test and leak-down test interpretation—critical skills
that appear in multiple exam questions.

A4 – SUSPENSION AND STEERING

From traditional ball joints to electronic power steering, the A4
guide  delves  into  alignment  angles,  vibration  diagnosis,  and
active steering systems. The practice questions often present a
customer complaint (“pulls to the right when braking”) and ask
you to pinpoint the most likely cause, mirroring real consultation
scenarios.

A6 – ELECTRICAL/ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS

Electrical theory can be intimidating, but the Motor Age A6 guide
breaks down complex circuits using color diagrams and wiring
schematic  walkthroughs.  You  will  find  coverage  of  CAN  bus
communication,  body  control  modules,  and  parasitic  draw
testing. The guide also includes a section on using a multimeter
and oscilloscope, which is essential for the exam.

A8 – ENGINE PERFORMANCE

Often considered the toughest ASE test, the A8 guide focuses on
driveability  issues,  OBD II  diagnostics,  fuel  trim analysis,  and
emission control systems. Motor Age provides detailed flowcharts
for common DTCs (Diagnostic Trouble Codes), helping you build a
systematic approach to problem-solving that the exam rewards.

Advanced Level
Certification (L-Series)
For  master  technicians  seeking  L1  (Advanced  Engine
Performance) or  L3 (Light  Duty Hybrid/Electric  Vehicle),  Motor
Age  offers  advanced  study  guides  that  assume  a  base  of
knowledge. The L1 guide includes performance testing using scan
tools,  lab scopes, and exhaust gas analysis.  Practical tips like
“how to interpret fuel trim data while driving” are gold for the
hands-on portion of the exam.

Collision Repair and

Refinish (B-Series)
Body technicians are not left out. Motor Age’s B2 (Painting and
Refinishing)  and  B4  (Structural  Analysis  and  Damage  Repair)
guides cover plastic repair, corrosion protection, and HVLP spray
gun setup. Even though these are less common in general auto
repair, they are invaluable for those in the collision industry.

HOW TO USE MOTOR AGE ASE STUDY GUIDES
EFFECTIVELY

Owning a study guide is only half the battle. To maximize your
pass rate, follow these proven strategies.

Step 1: Take a Diagnostic
Pre-Test
Most Motor  Age guides include a pre-test  at  the start  or  are
bundled with an online practice test. Take it  before you even
crack the review chapters. Identify which task areas you score
low on—those are your priority.  Do not waste time reviewing
what you already know.

Step 2: Focus on Weak
Areas with the Review
Chapters
Read  the  corresponding  review  chapter  for  each  weak  area.
Motor Age chapters are dense but well-organized. Highlight key
terms, formulas, and diagnostic steps. Pay special attention to
“Technician A Says… Technician B Says…” questions because
those are common on the actual ASE exam.

Step 3: Use the Practice
Tests as Learning Tools
After  studying  each  chapter,  take  the  associated  practice
questions. Do not just check the answer—read the explanation
thoroughly even if you got it right. Many explanations contain
additional tips or common pitfalls that you missed. For example,
you might learn that a certain DTC (P0171) could be caused by a
vacuum leak or a faulty MAF sensor, but the exam expects you to
know the most efficient diagnostic sequence.

Step 4: Simulate the Real
Exam
About a week before your test, take a full-length practice test
under  timed conditions  (ASE exams give about  1.5  hours  for
50–60 questions). Sit in a quiet room, do not use your phone, and
adhere strictly to the time limit. This builds stamina and reduces
test  anxiety.  After  scoring,  review every missed question and
revisit the corresponding section in the guide.
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Step 5: Revisit Day-Before
Cramming
Motor  Age  guides  often  have  a  “quick  reference”  section  or
summary tables at the end. Use these on the day before the
exam  to  reinforce  mnemonics,  torque  specifications,  and  key
diagnostic  flowcharts.  Avoid  deep  study—focus  on  retention  of
high-yield  facts.

MOTOR AGE VS. OTHER POPULAR ASE PREP
RESOURCES

To  help  you  decide,  here  is  a  quick  comparison  with  other
commonly used materials:

Delmar ASE Test Preparation: Delmar guides are
thorough but can be overly academic. Motor Age tends to
be more concise and technician-friendly, with less focus on
theory and more on application.
ASE Official Practice Tests: ASE itself sells practice tests,
but they offer only questions and answers—no review
content. Motor Age combines review with practice, making
it a one-stop resource.
YouTube Videos & Forums: Free content is great for
specific topics, but it lacks structure. You might watch ten
videos on EVAP systems and still miss a key concept. Motor
Age provides a structured, complete syllabus.
Mobile Apps (e.g., ASE Practice Test Apps): Good for
quick quizzes, but they rarely offer the depth of explanation
found in Motor Age guides. Use them as a supplement, not
a primary study tool.

In short, Motor Age ASE Study Guides strike a balance between
depth and accessibility, making them ideal for busy technicians
who need efficient, targeted study.

THE ROLE OF MOTOR AGE IN ONGOING ASE
RECERTIFICATION

ASE  certifications  are  valid  for  five  years,  after  which  you  must
recertify.  Motor  Age  also  produces  recertification  guides  that
focus on the most significant technology changes since your last
exam.  For  example,  a  recertification  guide  for  A6  might
emphasize ADAS calibration procedures that were not on the test
ten  years  ago.  This  saves  you  from re-studying  foundational
concepts you have already mastered. Many technicians keep an
updated Motor Age guide on their shelf as a reference manual,
not just a test prep tool.

WHERE TO PURCHASE MOTOR AGE ASE STUDY
GUIDES

You  can  buy  guides  directly  from  the  Motor  Age  website
(motoragetraining.com) or through online retailers like Amazon.
Prices typically range from $40 to $70 per guide, with bundle
discounts for multiple tests. If you are studying for more than one
exam,  consider  the  series  bundles—they  often  include  digital
access to all guides in that series. Additionally, some community
college bookstores stock them. Always ensure you are buying the
latest edition by checking the publication year.
Investment  Tip:  Many  employers  reimburse  ASE  test  prep
mater ia ls .  Check  with  your  service  manager  or  HR
department—some  shops  even  buy  the  guides  for  their
technicians  as  part  of  continuing  education  programs.
CONCLUSION

Passing an ASE exam is a testament to your skill and dedication.
It  opens doors to better  job opportunities,  higher wages,  and
professional  respect.  However,  the path to  certification is  paved
with  rigorous  study,  and  the  right  tools  can  make  all  the
difference.  Motor  Age  ASE  Study  Guides  have  earned  their
reputation as a gold-standard resource by offering accurate, task-
aligned  content,  challenging  practice  questions,  and  clear
explanations that  teach you not  just  to pass the test,  but  to
become a better technician. By integrating these guides into your
study  routine—diagnosing  your  weak  areas,  practicing  with
purpose,  and  simulating  the  exam  environment—you  can
approach  your  certification  with  confidence.  Whether  you  are


