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UNLOCKING SPANISH FLUENCY: A COMPREHENSIVE
GUIDE TO ASI SE DICE LEVEL 2

Learning a second language is a journey marked by milestones,
and for many middle and high school students across the United
States, Asi Se Dice Level 2 represents a critical bridge between
foundational  vocabulary  and  genuine  conversational  confidence.
This widely respected Spanish textbook, published by McGraw-
Hill,  is  designed  to  take  learners  who  have  mastered  basic
greetings,  colors,  and  simple  present-tense  verbs  and  propel
them into a world of richer expression, past tenses, and cultural
nuance. Whether you are a student feeling the pressure of an
upcoming exam, a parent helping with homework, or a teacher
looking  for  effective  strategies,  understanding  the  structure  and
purpose  of  this  course  can  transform  a  daunting  academic
requirement into an exciting linguistic adventure. In this article,
we will explore the core components of Asi Se Dice Level 2,
discuss  effective  study  habits,  and  unpack  why  this  particular
level  is  so  pivotal  for  long-term  language  acquisition.

WHAT MAKES ASI SE DICE LEVEL 2 UNIQUE?

The title itself, Asi Se Dice, translates to "That's how you say it,"
which  perfect ly  captures  the  textbook's  pract ical ,
communication-first  philosophy. Unlike some programs that lean
heavily on rote memorization of grammar rules in isolation, Asi
Se Dice Level 2 integrates grammar, vocabulary, and culture
into thematic chapters. This level assumes that students have a
working knowledge of the present tense and basic vocabulary
from  Level  1.  The  jump  to  Level  2  is  significant  because  it
introduces the preterite and imperfect tenses, which are essential
for  narrating  past  events.  Without  mastering  these  tenses,  a
Spanish learner is effectively stuck in the present, unable to tell a
story about what happened yesterday, last week, or in childhood.
The textbook’s structure systematically addresses this challenge
through repetitive, contextual practice.

Thematic Chapters and
Real-World Context
One of the most engaging features of Asi Se Dice Level 2 is its
organization around relatable themes. Rather than a dry list of
verbs, the content is woven into scenarios that students might
actually encounter.  Common chapter themes include shopping
for  clothing,  ordering  food  in  a  restaurant,  discussing  daily
routines, planning a vacation, and talking about health and well-
being.  Each  chapter  builds  a  specific  vocabulary  set  before
layering in the grammatical structures needed to use those words
in sentences. For example, a chapter focused on "La Comida"
(Food) will not only teach the names of dishes and utensils but
will also practice the preterite tense to describe what someone
ate for dinner last night. This thematic approach ensures that
vocabulary  is  not  learned  in  a  vacuum  but  is  immediately
applicable to conversation, which significantly boosts retention.

CORE GRAMMAR COMPONENTS IN ASI SE DICE LEVEL
2

The grammatical load in this level is heavier than in introductory
courses, but the textbook handles it with careful scaffolding. The
primary focus areas include the distinction between the preterite
and imperfect past tenses, which is often the most challenging
concept for English speakers. English has only one simple past
tense  ("I  ate"),  whereas  Spanish  has  two  distinct  forms  with
different  nuances.  Asi  Se  Dice  Level  2  dedicates  substantial
exercises to helping students understand that the preterite is
used  for  completed  actions,  while  the  imperfect  describes
ongoing  or  habitual  past  actions.  Beyond  the  past  tenses,
students will encounter the present progressive (estar + gerund),
direct and indirect object pronouns, and the informal command
forms (tú commands). These elements are essential for moving
from simple, stilted sentences to fluid, natural speech.

Vocabulary Building
Through Cognates and
Context
A major asset for English speakers using Asi Se Dice Level 2 is
the  heavy  reliance  on  cognates—words  that  sound  similar  in
Spanish and English due to their shared Latin roots. The textbook
explicitly highlights these connections, helping students expand
their  vocabulary  quickly.  Words  like  "el  restaurante,"  "el
hospital," or "la música" are easily recognized. However, Level 2
also  introduces  false  cognates  (like  "embarazada"  meaning
pregnant,  not  embarrassed),  and  the  text  provides  clear
explanations to prevent common misunderstandings. Vocabulary
lists  are  typically  presented  with  accompanying  images  and
contextual sentences, allowing students to infer meaning rather
than  relying  solely  on  a  glossary.  This  method  aligns  with
research  showing  that  deeper  cognitive  processing  leads  to
better long-term memory.

CULTURAL INTEGRATION: MORE THAN JUST
LANGUAGE

Language and culture are inseparable, and Asi Se Dice Level 2
does an excellent job of integrating authentic cultural content.
Each chapter  includes  sections  like  Asi  se  dice  en  el  mundo
hispanohablante, which explores regional variations in vocabulary
and customs. For instance, students might learn that the word for
"bus" can be autobús, camioneta, or guagua depending on the
country. These cultural snippets are not mere footnotes; they are
embedded into the exercises and listening activities.  Students
are exposed to the art, music, history, and daily life of Spanish-
speaking  countries,  which  fosters  a  deeper  appreciation  and
motivation for learning. This cultural context is crucial because it
answers the question many students ask: "When will I ever use
this?"  The  answer  is  clear  when  they  are  reading  about  the
markets of Oaxaca or the streets of Buenos Aires.
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Listening and Speaking
Practice
Comprehension of written Spanish is only half the battle. Asi Se
Dice  Level  2  places  a  strong  emphasis  on  l istening
comprehension through accompanying audio  resources.  These
recordings  feature  native  speakers  from  various  countries,
exposing students to different accents and speeds of speech. The
listening  exercises  are  designed  to  be  challenging  but
manageable,  often  asking  students  to  listen  for  specific
information such as dates, names, or opinions. Furthermore, the
textbook encourages partner and group activities that require
verbal interaction. Role-playing scenarios, such as ordering food
or asking for directions, allow students to practice speaking in a
low-stakes environment. This combination of receptive (listening
and reading) and productive (speaking and writing) skills is what
solidifies language acquisition.

STUDY STRATEGIES FOR SUCCESS WITH ASI SE DICE
LEVEL 2

Given the increased complexity of this level, passive reading is
not  sufficient.  Students  must  adopt  active  study  strategies  to
succeed. Here is a list of effective techniques specifically tailored
for this curriculum:

Daily Verb Conjugation Drills: Spend five minutes each
day conjugating a new verb in the preterite and imperfect
tenses. Write them out by hand to build muscle memory.
Create Thematic Mind Maps: After finishing a chapter,
draw a mind map connecting the vocabulary to the
grammar concepts. For example, link all the food
vocabulary to sentences using the preterite tense.
Utilize the Online Resources: Many editions of Asi Se
Dice Level 2 come with online access to practice quizzes,
flashcards, and additional audio. Use these for quick,
repetitive practice.
Watch Spanish Media: Supplement the textbook by
watching short clips on YouTube or Netflix in Spanish. Even
ten minutes a day of exposure to authentic speech can
dramatically improve listening comprehension.
Teach Someone Else: Explain a grammar concept from
the chapter to a friend or family member. Teaching forces
you to organize your thoughts and identify gaps in your
own understanding.

Overcoming Common
Challenges
It is normal to feel overwhelmed at certain points during Level 2.
The most common stumbling block is the preterite vs. imperfect
distinction.  To  overcome  this,  focus  on  key  trigger  phrases.
Words like ayer (yesterday), anoche (last night), and de repente
(suddenly)  usually  signal  the  preterite.  Words  like  siempre
(always), cada día (every day), and cuando era niño (when I was
a  child)  signal  the  imperfect.  Another  challenge  is  the  sheer
volume of new vocabulary.  Instead of trying to memorize the
entire chapter list at once, break it into smaller chunks of ten
words  per  day.  Use  flashcards  with  images  on one side  and the
Spanish  word  on  the  other  to  strengthen  visual  memory.
Remember that mistakes are a natural and necessary part of the
learning process, especially when navigating the nuances of a

new grammatical system.

THE ROLE OF ASI SE DICE LEVEL 2 IN A BROADER
CURRICULUM

For many school districts, Asi Se Dice Level 2 is the standard
textbook used in the second year of high school Spanish. This
course  is  often  designed  to  prepare  students  for  upper-level
classes, including Advanced Placement (AP) Spanish Language
and Culture. The foundational work done in Level 2—mastering
the past tenses, understanding object pronouns, and building a
robust  vocabulary  base—is  absolutely  essential  for  success in
those higher-level courses. Students who struggle with Level 2
will  find  the  reading  and  writing  demands  of  AP  Spanish
extremely difficult. Conversely, students who engage deeply with
this material often find that their confidence soars. They begin to
understand jokes in Spanish, follow along with song lyrics, and
even hold simple conversations with native speakers. This level is
where the language stops being a subject and starts becoming a
skill.

Comparing Editions: What
Has Changed?
It is worth noting that Asi Se Dice Level 2 has been revised over
the years. More recent editions (such as those aligned with the
2014 or  2018 standards)  include updated cultural  references,
more diverse representation, and enhanced digital components.
Teachers and parents should ensure they have access to the
correct edition for their school's curriculum. The core grammar
and  vocabulary,  however,  remain  remarkably  consistent.  The
"Globe" edition is a common version used in many states. If you
are using an older edition at home for practice, the content will
still  be highly relevant, though you may notice slight differences
in  the  order  of  chapters  or  specific  activities.  The  key  is
consistency: work through the chapters sequentially, as each one
builds upon the previous.

BUILDING LONG-TERM RETENTION

The ultimate goal of Asi Se Dice Level 2 is not just to pass a
class,  but  to  build  a  foundation  for  lifelong  Spanish  use.  To
achieve  this,  students  should  look  for  ways  to  integrate  the
language into their daily lives outside of homework. Changing
your  phone's  language  settings  to  Spanish  is  a  simple  but
effective hack. Listening to Spanish-language music and trying to
write down the lyrics you hear is excellent practice for the ear.
Even following Spanish-language social media accounts related to
your  hobbies—whether  cooking,  sports,  or  fashion—provides
continuous,  low-pressure exposure.  The textbook provides the
map,  but  the  real  journey  happens  when  you  step  off  the  page
and into the living language.

CONCLUSION

Asi Se Dice Level 2 is far more than just another textbook on a
shelf. It is a carefully designed tool that guides learners through
one of the most important transitions in language acquisition:
moving from simple present-tense statements to the ability to
narrate past events, express needs, and engage with authentic
cultural  material.  While  the  challenges  of  the  preterite  and
imperfect  tenses  and  the  expansion  of  vocabulary  can  seem
intimidating, the structured thematic approach and emphasis on
communication  make  the  process  manageable  and  even
enjoyable.  By  combining the  textbook’s  resources  with  active
study  habits,  consistent  practice,  and  a  willingness  to  make
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mistakes, any student can successfully navigate this level and
emerge  with  a  functional,  confident  command  of  Spanish.  The
phrase Asi se dice is not just a title; it is an invitation to speak

correctly, naturally, and with cultural awareness, opening doors
to meaningful  connections with millions of  people around the
world.


