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MASTERING HOMOPHONES: THE
ULTIMATE GUIDE TO THEIR,
THERE, AND THEY’RE
WORKSHEETS

English can be a tricky language, even
for  native  speakers.  Among  the  most
persistent stumbling blocks are the three
homophones:  their,  there,  and they’re.
These  words  sound identical  but  have
entirely  different  meanings  and  uses,
leading to frequent mistakes in writing.
Fortunately,  one  of  the  most  effective
tools  for  overcoming  this  challenge  is
targeted  practice  through  their  there
and  they  re  worksheets.  In  this
comprehensive guide, we’ll explore why
these  words  are  so  confusing,  how
worksheets  can  help,  and  the  different
types of exercises you can use to build
confidence  and  mastery.  Whether  you
are a teacher, a parent, or a self-learner,
understanding  how  to  leverage  these
resources will  transform your grammar
skills.
The common confusion stems from the
fact that all three words share the same
pronunciation  but  serve  distinct
grammatical roles. Their is a possessive
pronoun  indicating  ownership  (e.g.,
“That  is  their  house”).  There  is  an
adverb  referring  to  a  place  or  an
expletive used to introduce a sentence
(e.g., “The book is over there” or “There
are  many  possibilities”).  They’re  is  a

contraction of “they are” (e.g., “They’re
going  to  the  park”).  Because  the
differences  are  subtle,  many  learners,
especially younger students, struggle to
apply the correct form in writing. This is
where  their  there  and  they  re
worksheets  come  into  play,  offering
structured  repetition  and  contextual
learning  that  reinforces  the  rules.

WHY WORKSHEETS ARE
ESSENTIAL FOR LEARNING
HOMOPHONES

Worksheets  provide  a  focused,  low-
pressure  environment  for  practicing
specific  skills.  Unlike  general  writing
tasks,  their  there  and  they  re
worksheets  drill  down into  the  exact
problem area, allowing learners to see
patterns  and  make  connections.  Here
are some key benefits:

Repetition with variety: A good
worksheet presents these words in
multiple contexts—sentences,
paragraphs, fill-in-the-blanks, and
proofreading exercises—helping
the brain form lasting neural
pathways.
Immediate feedback: Many
worksheets include answer keys,
so students can check their work
and learn from mistakes right
away.
Self-paced learning: Whether in
a classroom or at home,
worksheets allow individuals to
progress at their own speed,
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revisiting difficult concepts as
needed.
Visual and kinesthetic
engagement: Writing out the
correct answers by hand reinforces
memory better than passive
reading.

Teachers often incorporate their there
and they re worksheets  into  lesson
plans  as  bel l  r ingers,  homework
assignments,  or  station  activities.  For
parents  helping  with  remote  learning,
these worksheets are a reliable resource
that requires minimal preparation.

COMMON MISTAKES AND HOW
WORKSHEETS ADDRESS THEM

Before  diving  into  worksheet  types,  it
helps to understand the typical  errors.
The  most  common  mistake  is  using
“their”  when  “there”  is  needed,  or
writing “they’re” in a possessive context.
For example:

Incorrect: “Their going to the1.
store.” (should be “They’re”)
Incorrect: “The kids left there2.
backpacks.” (should be “their”)
Incorrect: “I think they’re are too3.
many cookies.” (should be “there”)

Worksheets  target  these  specific  pitfalls
by  offering  exercises  that  require
students  to  choose  the  correct  word
based on sentence context. For instance,
a  typical  fill-in-the-blank  exercise  might
present:  “_____  are  three  cats  in  the
yard.”  The  student  must  decide  if  it’s
“Their,”  “There,”  or  “They’re.”  Over
time, the brain learns to associate each
word with its function.

Types of Their,
There, and
They’re
Worksheets
Not  all  worksheets  are  created  equal.
Effective  their  there  and  they  re
worksheets include a mix of exercises
that  test  different  skills.  Below  are  the
most  common  and  effective  varieties:

1. Fill-in-the-
Blank Sentences
This  is  the  most  straightforward
exercise. Students read a sentence with
a blank and select the appropriate word
from a word bank. Example: “_____ dog
is  very  friendly.”  (Answer:  Their).  This
format reinforces the meaning of each
word in isolation.

2. Multiple-
Choice Questions
Multiple-choice  worksheets  present  a
sentence  and  three  options.  For
instance:  “■  They're  /  Their  /  There
going to the movies tonight.” This test
format is great for quick assessment and
is  often  used  in  standardized  testing
preparation.

3. Paragraph
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Editing
Students  receive  a  short  paragraph
riddled with errors in the use of these
homophones.  They  must  locate  and
correct  each  mistake.  This  type  of
worksheet mimics real-world editing and
builds proofreading skills.

4. Sorting
Activities
Learners  are  given a  list  of  sentences
and must sort them into three columns:
sentences  that  use  “their,”  those  with
“there,” and those with “they’re.” This
exercise  helps  categorize  the  rules
conceptually.

5. Sentence
Creation
More advanced worksheets ask students
to  write  their  own sentences  for  each
word. For example: “Write one sentence
using 'there' to show location, and one
sentence  using  'there'  to  introduce  a
topic.” This promotes active application.

6. Crossword
Puzzles & Word
Games
Some  creative  worksheets  incorporate
puzzles or games, making learning fun
and  memorable.  A  crossword  where
clues  are  definitions  or  sentence
fragments  can  be  highly  engaging  for
younger students.

HOW TO CHOOSE THE RIGHT
WORKSHEETS FOR YOUR
STUDENTS OR CHILDREN

Selecting appropriate their there and
they re worksheets  depends  on  the
learner’s age and proficiency level. Here
are some guidelines:

Grades 2-3: Start with simple fill-
in-the-blank exercises with picture
cues. At this stage, focus on
“their” vs. “there” only,
introducing “they’re” later.
Grades 4-5: Use worksheets that
mix all three words in longer
sentences. Add paragraph editing
to challenge comprehension.
Middle School & High School:
Incorporate worksheets that
require critical thinking, such as
explaining why a particular word is
correct. These worksheets can also
include homophone pairs that are
commonly confused beyond the
core three, like “its/it’s” or
“your/you’re.”
ESL Learners: Provide
worksheets with clear definitions
and examples in simple language.
Repetition is crucial, so use
exercises that offer plenty of
practice with immediate feedback.

Many  free  and  paid  resources  are
available online. Websites like Teachers
Pay  Teachers,  Education.com,  and  K5
Learning  offer  high-quality  their  there
and  they  re  worksheets  that  are
ready to print. If you are creating your
own,  remember  to  include  a  mix  of
exercise types and an answer key.

INTEGRATING WORKSHEETS INTO
A BROADER LEARNING PLAN

While  worksheets  are  powerful,  they
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work best  as part  of  a comprehensive
approach. Here’s how to combine them
with other strategies:

1. Start with a
Mini-Lesson
Before  handing  out  a  worksheet,  briefly
exp la in  the  three  words .  Use  a
whiteboard  or  anchor  chart  with  the
definitions and examples. For instance:

Their: Belonging to them (e.g.,
their shoes)
There: A place or exists (e.g., over
there, there is)
They’re: They are (e.g., they’re
happy)

2. Use
Mnemonics
Memory  tricks  can  help.  For  example:
“There” contains the word “here,” which
also refers to a place. “Their” includes
the word “heir,” who inherits something
(ownersh ip) .  “They’ re”  can  be
remembered  by  the  fact  that  the
apostrophe  replaces  the  letter  “a”  in
“are.”

3. Follow Up with
Writing Practice
After  completing  a  worksheet,  ask
students to write a short story or a few
sentences  using  al l  three  words
correctly. This transfers the skill from a
controlled exercise to free writing.

4. Incorporate
Technology
There are interactive online games and
q u i z z e s  t h a t  r e i n f o r c e  t h e s e
homophones.  However,  for  many
learners,  the  tactile  experience  of  a
physical worksheet is better for focus.

TIPS FOR EFFECTIVE WORKSHEET
USE

To get the most out of their there and
they  re  worksheets,  consider  these
best practices:

Do not overwhelm: A single
worksheet with 20 questions is
often enough for one sitting.
Quality over quantity.
Review mistakes together: Go
over incorrect answers as a group
or one-on-one. Discuss why the
correct word fits.
Use them regularly: Spaced
repetition is key. Revisit these
worksheets weekly, even after
initial mastery.
Differentiate instruction: Some
students may need simpler
worksheets; others can handle
challenges like writing their own
examples.
Make it fun: Add stickers,
stamps, or a points system when
worksheets are completed
accurately.

SAMPLE WORKSHEET EXERCISES
YOU CAN CREATE

If  you  prefer  to  build  your  own their
there and they re worksheets, here
are three sample exercises to get you
started:
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Exercise A: Fill in
the Blank
Choose the correct word (their, there, or
they’re) for each sentence:

______ going to the library after1.
school.
Please put the books over ______.2.
______ car is parked in the3.
driveway.
I think ______ are too many people4.
in the room.
The students left ______ homework5.
on the desk.

Exercise B: Find
the Mistakes
Read  the  paragraph  below.  There  are
three  errors  using  the  homophones.
Rewrite  the  paragraph  correctly.
“The band practiced there instruments

every day. They're is a big concert next
month. Their hoping to get a recording
contract.”

Exercise C:
Sentence Sorting
Create  three  columns:  Their,  There,
They’re. Write each sentence under the
correct column.

They’re coming to dinner.
There are five apples on the table.
I met their new baby.
Put the vase over there.
Their house is the blue one.
They’re very kind people.

These exercises are adaptable for  any
age. For younger students, add pictures
or  use  simpler  vocabulary.  For  older
students,  use  more  complex  sentence
structures and include distractors.

COMMON MYTHS ABOUT
TEACHING HOMOPHONES


