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INTRODUCTION: WHY THE WKRP
IN CINCINNATI EPISODE GUIDE
STILL MATTERS

For fans of classic American television,
few shows capture the chaotic, hilarious,
and surprisingly heartfelt spirit of the
late 1970s and early 1980s quite like
WKRP in Cincinnati. The series, which
originally aired on CBS from September
1978 to April 1982, centered on the
mismatched staff of a struggling AM
radio station in Cincinnati, Ohio. Decades
after its final episode, the show remains
a beloved touchstone for its sharp
writing, memorable characters, and
cultural commentary. But for modern
viewers—whether discovering the series
for the first time or revisiting old
favorites—a reliable WKRP in
Cincinnati episode guide is essential.
This guide does more than list titles and
air dates; it unlocks the narrative arc,
highlights standout moments, and helps
newcomers navigate the show’s evolving
tone. In this article, we will explore
everything you need to know about the
episode guide, from structure and key
seasons to fan-favorite episodes and
why it remains a vital resource for
appreciating this classic sitcom.

Whether you are a die-hard fan looking
to revisit specific storylines or a curious
viewer wondering where to start,
understanding the layout and content of
a comprehensive episode guide can
transform your viewing experience. Let’s

dive into the world of WKRP in
Cincinnati and the episode guide that
keeps its legacy alive.

OVERVIEW OF THE SERIES: THE
SETTING AND CHARACTERS

Before delving into the episodes, it helps
to understand the show’s foundation.
WKRP in Cincinnati was created by
Hugh Wilson and produced by MTM
Enterprises. It aired for four seasons,
totaling 90 episodes (though some
sources count 88 or 89 due to
syndication edits). The show’s premise is
simple: a fledgling radio station staffed
by eccentric personalities tries to
compete in the Cincinnati market. The
core cast includes:

e Arthur Carlson (Gordon Jump) -
The well-meaning but inept station
manager.

e Andy Travis (Gary Sandy) - The
program director who tries to bring
order to chaos.

e Johnny “Dr. Fever” Caravella
(Howard Hesseman) - The aging
rock DJ with a rebellious streak.

e Bailey Quarters (Jan Smithers)
- The intelligent and kind news
reporter.

e Jennifer Marlowe (Loni
Anderson) - The stunning but
savvy receptionist.

e Herb Tarlek (Frank Bonner) -
The tacky, scheming sales
manager.

* Les Nessman (Richard
Sanders) - The neurotic newsman
with a penchant for


https://www.remodelicious.com/

mispronunciation.

These characters drove the comedy and
drama, making the WKRP in Cincinnati
episode guide a map of their growth,
misadventures, and occasional tender
moments. The show is particularly
remembered for its willingness to tackle
serious topics—like workplace sexual
harassment, gun control, and the
changing music industry—while
remaining laugh-out-loud funny. An
episode guide helps pinpoint those
groundbreaking episodes.

ANATOMY OF A COMPREHENSIVE
WKRP IN CINCINNATI EPISODE
GUIDE

A well-constructed episode guide does
not merely list titles and original air
dates. It provides context, notes on
syndication edits, cultural references,
and even trivia about guest stars or
production challenges. Here are the key
elements you should expect from a
quality WKRP in Cincinnati episode
guide:

Season
Breakdown and
Episode Count

Each season is typically presented with
an overview of the season’s overarching
themes. For WKRP, the first season
(1978-1979) is often cited as finding its
footing, while the second season
introduced the iconic “Turkeys Away”
episode. A guide will break down the 22
episodes of Season 1, 23 of Season 2, 22
of Season 3, and the shortened 23 of
Season 4 (which was truncated due to
cancellation). This structure helps

viewers track character arcs—for
instance, Andy’s evolution from skeptical
outsider to committed leader.

Episode
Descriptions and
Key Quotes

Each entry in the guide should include a
synopsis that captures the plot without
spoiling the punchlines. Notable
guotes—like Les Nessman’s delivery of
“As God is my witness, | thought turkeys
could fly!" from “Turkeys Away”—are
often highlighted. These summaries
allow readers to quickly recall episodes
or decide what to watch.

Notable Cast
Guests and
Inside Jokes

WKRP frequently featured guest stars
such as Tom Poston, John Ritter, and
George Lindsey. An episode guide will
note these appearances, as well as
recurring characters like Venus Flytrap
(Tim Reid, who joined in Season 1 after
the departure of the original DJ).
Additionally, the guide may explain
running gags, such as the station’s
“suicide” ashtray or the never-seen
owner, Mrs. Carlson.

Syndication and
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Music Rights
Issues

A crucial part of any modern WKRP in
Cincinnati episode guide is
addressing music rights. Because the
show originally featured real songs (like
“Fly Like an Eagle” or “Baker Street”),
many episodes have been altered for
DVD and streaming releases. The guide
often notes which episodes are
incomplete or missing original music, as
well as which version is available on
platforms like Amazon Prime or DVD box
sets.

SEASON-BY-SEASON
HIGHLIGHTS: A DEEPER DIVE

Let’s explore the four seasons through
the lens of the episode guide, focusing
on pivotal episodes and what makes
each season unique.

Season 1
(1978-1979):
Finding the
Frequency

The first season introduced the
characters and the chaotic atmosphere
of the station. Notable episodes include
the pilot, where Andy arrives and fires
the entire staff (only to rehire them), and
“Hold Up,” a tense but comedic robbery.
The season also gave us the introduction
of Venus Flytrap in “The New DJ,”
replacing the original character. The
episode guide for this season often
highlights the show’s struggle to balance

broad comedy with character
development—a balance it would master
later.

Season 2
(1979-1980):
The Golden Year

This season is widely considered the
show’s creative peak. It includes the
legendary “Turkeys Away” (Episode 7),
which has been ranked among the
greatest TV episodes of all time. Also
notable are “A Matter of Pride,” where
Johnny tries to win a radio award, and
“The Contest Nobody Could Win,” a
darkly funny episode about a station
promotion gone wrong. The guide will
note that Season 2 introduced more
serialized elements while keeping the
laughs coming.

Season 3
(1980-1981):
Transition and
Depth

By Season 3, the show began addressing
more serious themes. Episodes like “The
Airplane Show” (a parody of disaster
films) and “The Real Jennifer” (exploring
her intelligence beyond beauty)
demonstrate the writers’ ambition. The
episode guide often points out that this
season saw the introduction of the ill-
fated “Dr. Yolanda” character and a
slight dip in ratings. Yet it remains
beloved for episodes like “Jennifer and
the Will,” which showcased the



Season 4
(1981-1982):
The Final
Broadcasts

The truncated fourth season had only 23
episodes, with the finale airing in April
1982. Key episodes include “A Mile in My
Shoes,” where Herb and Les swap jobs,
and “The Impossible Dream,” a Johnny-
centric episode. The series ended with
“Up and Down the Dial,” a bittersweet
episode about changes at the station.
The episode guide is especially valuable
here, as the final season has been
criticized for being uneven, and a guide
helps viewers appreciate its stronger
entries.

FAN-FAVORITE EPISODES AND
WHERE TO FIND THEM IN THE
GUIDE

No discussion of the WKRP in
Cincinnati episode guide is complete
without highlighting the episodes that
have become cultural touchstones. Here
is a shortlist of must-watch episodes, as
noted in fan communities and episode
guides:

1. “Turkeys Away” (Season 2,
Episode 7) - The most famous
episode, where Herb’s
Thanksgiving promotion results in
turkeys being thrown from a
helicopter. The iconic line “As God
is my witness, | thought turkeys
could fly” is endlessly quoted.

2. “Fish Story” (Season 2,
Episode 16) - A heartwarming

tale where the staff acquires a life-
size statue of a fish that becomes
a symbol of their unity.

3. “Venus Flytrap” (Season 1,
Episode 10) - The debut of the
smooth-talking DJ, played by Tim
Reid, who would become a fan
favorite.

4. “The Little Kiddie Show”
(Season 2, Episode 20) - A
hilarious attempt to create a
children’s program starring the
staff.

5. “An Explosive Affair” (Season
3, Episode 10) - A tense episode
where a bomb threat forces the
characters to reveal their true
feelings.

An episode guide will also note episodes
that were controversial or heavily
censored, such as “The Doctor’s
Daughter,” which dealt with abortion in a
surprisingly mature way. For completists,
the guide helps track down rare episodes
that are often skipped in syndication due
to music rights.

THE LEGACY OF WKRP AND THE
IMPORTANCE OF THE EPISODE
GUIDE

Why does a detailed episode guide
remain relevant? First, because WKRP
in Cincinnati has a unique status
among 1970s sitcoms. It was one of the
first shows to feature a multiracial cast
in lead roles (with Venus Flytrap and
Bailey Quarters) and to tackle workplace
gender dynamics without being preachy.
Second, the episode guide preserves the
show’s original context—explaining
cultural references to 1970s music,
fashion, and politics that might baffle
modern viewers. Third, for collectors and
fans, the guide is a tool for navigating
the messy world of DVD releases and

4 Wkrp In Cincinnati Episode Guide

2026-07-19



Wkrp In Cincinnati Episode Guide

streaming availability. Some episodes
are only available in edited form, and the
guide clarifies which version you are
watching.

Additionally, the WKRP in Cincinnati
episode guide serves as a historical
document. It highlights episodes that
foreshadowed changes in the TV
industry, such as the move toward more
serialized storytelling. The show’s
cancellation after four seasons is also
well-documented in guides, often citing
declining ratings and a shift in network
priorities. For new viewers, the guide
acts as a roadmap, suggesting which
episodes to watch for key character
moments and which to skip if time is
limited.

TIPS FOR USING THE EPISODE
GUIDE EFFECTIVELY

To get the most out of any WKRP in
Cincinnati episode guide, consider
the following strategies:

e Start with the top-rated

episodes: If you are a newcomer,
begin with the episodes listed as
fan favorites (like “Turkeys Away”)
to experience the show’s peak
comedy.

Watch in order for character
arcs: The show has subtle
continuity, such as Les’s obsession
with his office’s invisible walls. An
episode guide that notes running
gags will enhance your viewing.
Check notes on music rights:
Some streaming versions replace
songs with generic music. The
guide may indicate which episodes
suffer most from these edits.

Use the guide for trivia: Many
guides include behind-the-scenes
anecdotes, such as how the
turkeys in “Turkeys Away” were
actually frozen due to budget
constraints, and how the line
became iconic.

e Explore the pilot and finale:

The pilot sets up the tone, and



