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A COMPLETE
GUIDE TO
PEDIGREE PUPPY
FOOD SERVING
SIZE FOR OPTIMAL
GROWTH

Bringing a new puppy
into your home is one
of  the  most  exciting
experiences  for  any
pet  owner .  Those
wobbly  first  steps,  tiny
paws,  and  cur ious
sniffs fill your days with
joy  and  wonder.  But
along with the cuddles
and playtime comes a
big  responsibi l i ty:
feeding your puppy the
r i g h t  a m o u n t  o f
nutritious  food.  If  you

have  chosen  Pedigree
puppy  food  for  your
growing  companion,
y o u  a r e  l i k e l y
wondering  about  the
correct Pedigree puppy
food  serv ing  s ize.
Getting  this  right  is
c r u c i a l  b e c a u s e
feeding  too  little  can
s tun t  g rowth  and
weaken  immunity,
while feeding too much
can  l ead  t o  r ap id
weight  gain  and long-
term health  problems.
In  this  article,  we will
explore everything you
need  to  know  about
feed ing  por t ions ,
schedules,  and  best
practices  to  ensure
your  puppy  thrives.
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WHY THE CORRECT
PEDIGREE PUPPY
FOOD SERVING

SIZE MATTERS

P u p p i e s  a r e  n o t
miniature  adult  dogs.
T h e i r  b o d i e s  a r e
developing  rapidly,
requiring  a  precise
balance of protein, fat,
calcium,  and  other
essential  nutrients.
Pedigree puppy food is
specially formulated to
meet these needs, but
t h e  s e r v i n g  s i z e
determines  whether
your  puppy  actually
receives  the  r ight
a m o u n t  o f
n o u r i s h m e n t .  A n
appropriate  serving
size  supports  steady
bone  development,
healthy muscle growth,
and  a  robust  immune
system.  It  also  helps
establish  good  eating
habits that can prevent
obesity  later  in  life.
Studies show that over

50 percent of  dogs in
developed  countries
are  overweight  or
obese,  and  many  of
these issues begin with
improper  por t i on
c o n t r o l  d u r i n g
p u p p y h o o d .  B y
understanding  the
r e c o m m e n d e d
Pedigree  puppy  food
serving  size  for  your
dog's age and weight,
you set the foundation
for a lifetime of health.

UNDERSTANDING
PEDIGREE PUPPY
FOOD: A CLOSER
LOOK AT THE
FORMULA

Pedigree  offers  several
variet ies  of  puppy
food,  including  dry
kibble  and  wet  food
options.  The  brand
focuses  on  providing
complete and balanced
nutrition for puppies up
to  approximately  12
months of age (or up to
24  months  for  large
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b r e e d s ) .  K e y
ingred ients  o f ten
include  chicken,  rice,
v e g e t a b l e s ,  a n d
essential  fatty  acids
l i k e  D H A ,  w h i c h
supports  brain  and
vision  development.
The food is designed to
be  highly  digestible,
making it  gentle on a
y o u n g  p u p p y ' s
sensitive  digestive
s y s t e m .  W h e n
d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e
Pedigree  puppy  food
serv ing  s i ze ,  i t  i s
important  to  consider
which  specific  product
you  are  us ing.  For
examp le ,  t he  d ry
kibble  has  a  different
calorie  density  than
the wet food pouches.
Always check the back
of  the bag or  can for
the  manufacturer's
feeding  guidelines,  as
these  are  based  on
rigorous  feeding  trials
a n d  n u t r i t i o n a l
research.  That  said,

these guidelines are a
starting  point,  not  an
absolute rule, because
every puppy is unique.

GENERAL FEEDING
GUIDELINES FOR
PUPPIES: MORE
THAN JUST A
NUMBER

Before  diving  into  the
specific  Pedigree
puppy  food  serving
size  chart,  it  helps  to
understand the general
principles of feeding a
growing  dog.  Puppies
have  higher  energy
requirements  than
adu l t  dogs ,  o f ten
needing  two  to  three
times more calories per
pound of body weight.
However,  their  small
s tomachs  canno t
handle large meals, so
they need to eat more
f r equen t l y .  Mos t
v e t e r i n a r i a n s
recommend  feeding
puppies  three  to  four
meals  per  day  until
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they  are  about  s ix
months  o l d ,  t hen
transitioning  to  two
meals  per  day.  This
s c h e d u l e  h e l p s
maintain  steady  blood
s u g a r  l e v e l s  a n d
prevents  hunger -
induced  stress.  The
exact  amount  of  food
your puppy needs also
depends  on  the i r
breed,  activity  level,
and  metabolism.  A
hyperactive  Labrador
Retriever  puppy  will
need  more  calories
than  a  laid-back  Shih
T z u  o f  t h e  s a m e
weight. This is why the
serving  size  on  the
package  should  be
viewed as a guide, not
a  rigid  prescription.
Y o u  w i l l  n e e d  t o
monitor  your  puppy's
body  condition  and
a d j u s t  p o r t i o n s
accordingly.

PEDIGREE PUPPY

FOOD SERVING
SIZE: A DETAILED
BREAKDOWN BY
WEIGHT AND AGE

T h e  f o l l o w i n g
information provides a
general  framework  for
the  recommended
Pedigree  puppy  food
serving  size.  These
numbers are based on
t y p i c a l  f e e d i n g
guidelines for Pedigree
dry puppy food. Always
refer  to  your  specific
product  packaging  for
the  most  accurate
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a s
fo rmu la t i ons  can
change.  For  wet  food,
the  serving  size  will
differ because wet food
c o n t a i n s  m o r e
moisture  and  fewer
calories  per  gram.

Puppies
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Under 3
Months

Old
At this very young age,
puppies  are  o f ten
transit ioning  from
mother's milk or a milk
replacer  to  solid  food.
Their  stomachs  are
extremely  small,  so
you  should  start  with
small,  frequent  meals.
For  a  puppy  weighing
b e t w e e n  2  a n d  5
pounds (1 to 2.5 kg), a
typical Pedigree puppy
food  serving  size  is
approximately  1/3  to
1/2  cup  of  dry  kibble
per  day,  divided  into
fou r  mea l s .  Fo r  a
puppy weighing 5 to 10
pounds (2.5 to 4.5 kg),
increase  to  about  1/2
to 3/4 cup per day, still
divided into four meals.
Monitor  your  puppy's
stool  consistency  and

energy  levels.  Loose
stools  may  indicate
overfeeding,  while
firm,  dry  stools  and
constant  hunger  may
indicate underfeeding.

Puppies
Aged 3 to
6 Months
As your  puppy grows,
their  calorie  needs
increase,  but  their
feeding frequency can
gradually decrease. For
a puppy weighing 10 to
20  pounds  (4.5  to  9
kg), the recommended
Pedigree  puppy  food
serving size is typically
3/4 to 1 1/4 cups per
day,  split  into  three
meals.  For  puppies
weigh ing  20  to  30
pounds (9 to 13.5 kg),
increase to 1 1/4 to 1
3/4 cups per day, still
over three meals. This
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is  a  period  of  rapid
growth,  so  you  may
not ice  your  puppy
seems  ravenous  at
t imes .  Res i s t  the
t e m p t a t i o n  t o
overfeed.  Stick  to  the
measured portions and
c o n s u l t  y o u r
veterinarian if you are
concerned  about  your
puppy's growth rate.

Puppies
Aged 6 to
12
Months
During  this  phase,
growth begins to slow
down.  Many  puppies
can  transition  to  two
meals  per  day.  For  a
puppy weighing 30 to
40 pounds (13.5 to 18
kg), a typical Pedigree
puppy  food  serving
size is  1 3/4 to 2 1/4

cups  per  day,  divided
into  two  meals.  For
larger  breed  puppies
weigh ing  40  to  60
pounds (18 to 27 kg),
t h e  p o r t i o n  m a y
increase to 2 1/4 to 3
cups  per  day,  still  in
two  meals.  Large  and
giant  breed  puppies
have  different
n u t r i t i o n a l
requirements, so if you
own a  breed that  will
exceed  60  pounds  as
an  adult ,  consider
using  a  large  breed
puppy  formula,  which
has controlled calcium
and phosphorus levels
to  support  s lower,
steadier bone growth.

FACTORS THAT
INFLUENCE THE
IDEAL SERVING
SIZE

While the feeding chart
provides  a  helpful
base l ine ,  severa l
factors  can  shift  the
ideal  Pedigree  puppy
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food  serving  size  for
your  individual  dog.
Understanding  these
factors  will  help  you
fine-tune  your
approach.

Breed
Type and
Size
Small  breed  puppies
( l ike  Chihuahuas,
Pomeranians,  and
Yorkshire  Terriers)
h a v e  f a s t e r
metabo l i sms  and
higher  energy  needs
per  pound  of  body
weight  compared  to
large  breed  puppies.
They  may  require  a
slightly  larger  portion
relative to their weight.
Conversely ,  large
breed  puppies  (like
Golden  Retrievers,
German  Shepherds,
and Great Danes) grow

more  slowly  and  are
prone to joint issues if
they  grow  too  fast.
They often need fewer
calories  per  pound  to
maintain  a  lean  body
condit ion.  A lways
choose  a  fo rmu la
appropriate  for  your
puppy's expected adult
size.

Activity
Level
Is your puppy a bundle
of  nonstop  energy  or
m o r e  o f  a  c o u c h
potato?  A  puppy  that
spends  hours  playing
fetch,  running  in  the
yard, or going on walks
will burn more calories
a n d  m a y  n e e d  a
slightly larger Pedigree
puppy  food  serving
size.  A  puppy  that  is
m o r e  s e d e n t a r y ,
perhaps due to a small
living space or a calm
temperament,  wi l l
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need fewer calories to
avoid  weight  gain.
Adjust  port ions  by
about 10 to 20 percent
b a s e d  o n  y o u r
observation  of  your
puppy's  activity  level.
If you increase activity,
you can increase food
slightly;  if  activity
decreases,  reduce  the
portion.

Metabolic
Rate and
Individual
Variation
Just  like  people,  dogs
have  different
metabolic  rates.  Some
puppies  can  eat  a
generous  portion  and
stay lean, while others
gain  weight  on  the
same amount of  food.
This is partly genetic. If
you  have  one  puppy

from a litter that seems
to  s tay  s l im  whi le
a n o t h e r  a p p e a r s
chunky  on  the  same
feeding plan, you need
to  adjust  the  portions
individually.  Use  body
condition  scoring  as
your  guide,  not  the
exact numbers on the
chart.

HOW TO MEASURE
PEDIGREE PUPPY
FOOD SERVING
SIZE ACCURATELY

Estimating  portion
sizes with a scoop or a
handful is not reliable.
To ensure your puppy
g e t s  t h e  c o r r e c t
amount  of  nutrition,
use precise measuring
tools.  A  standard  dry
measuring  cup  is  the
most common tool. Fill
the cup and level  it  off
with a knife or spatula,
do not pack the kibble
down. For even greater
accuracy, especially for
small  puppies,  use  a
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kitchen  scale.  Weigh
the  food  in  grams
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e
feeding  chart  on  the
p a c k a g e .  T h i s
e l i m i n a t e s  t h e
variation  caused  by
different  kibble  sizes
and  densities.  If  you
are  feeding  a  mix  of
dry  and  wet  food ,
calculate  the  calorie
contribution  of  each
component  to  avoid
ove r f eed ing .  Fo r
example,  if  the  chart
recommends 1 cup of
dry food but  you also
give  half  a  pouch  of
wet  food,  reduce  the
d r y  f o o d  p o r t i o n
accordingly to keep the
total  calorie  intake
w i t h i n  t h e
recommended range.

ESTABLISHING A
FEEDING
SCHEDULE FOR
YOUR PUPPY

A  consistent  schedule
he lps  w i t h  house

training and digestion.
For  puppies  under  six
months,  feed three to
four  meals  at  roughly
the  same  time  each
day.  For  example,
breakfast  at  7  a.m.,
lunch at 12 p.m.,  and
dinner at 5 p.m., with a
possible  fourth  meal
f o r  v e r y  y o u n g
puppies.  Af ter  s ix
months,  transition  to
two  meals  per  day,
such as 7 a.m. and 5
p.m.  Always  provide
fresh,  c lean  water
alongside  the  food.
Avoid  free-feeding,
where food is  left  out
all  day.  Free-feeding
makes  it  difficult  to
monitor  how  much
your puppy has eaten
a n d  c a n  l e a d  t o
overeating,  especially
with  tasty  kibble.  It
also makes it harder to
predict  when  your
puppy  wi l l  need  to
eliminate. By following
a  structured  feeding



10

10 Pedigree Puppy Food Serving
Size

2025-10-06

schedule,  you  can
better  contro l  the
Pedigree  puppy  food
s e r v i n g  s i z e  a n d
maintain  a  consistent
routine.

TRANSITIONING TO
ADULT FOOD:
WHEN AND HOW
TO ADJUST
SERVING SIZES

Puppy food is designed
for  growth,  wh ich
means  it  is  richer  in
calories,  protein,  and
certain minerals. Once
your  puppy  reaches
their  expected  adult
size, usually around 12
m o n t h s  f o r  s m a l l
breeds  and  18  to  24
m o n t h s  f o r  l a r g e
breeds,  it  is  time  to
s w i t c h  t o  a d u l t
maintenance  food.
During  the  transition,
g r a d u a l l y  m i x
increasing  amounts  of
a d u l t  f o o d  w i t h
decreasing amounts of
puppy food over seven

t o  t e n  d a y s .  T h i s
prevents  digestive
upset. As you make the
switch, you will need to
adjust the serving size.
Adu l t  food  i s  l ess
calorie-dense  than
puppy  food,  so  your
dog may need a larger
volume of adult food to
maintain  the  same
weight,  or  a  smaller
volume  if  the  calorie
density  is  s imi lar .
Always check the adult
feeding  chart  on  the
new  bag  and  monitor
your  dog's  weight
closely  dur ing  the
transition  period.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID WHEN
DETERMINING
SERVING SIZE

Even  the  most  well-
intentioned pet owners
can make errors when
feeding  their  puppy.
H e r e  a r e  s o m e
common  pitfal ls  to
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avoid  regarding  the
Pedigree  puppy  food
serving  size:

Over-relying on
the feeding
chart without
considering
individuality:
The chart is a
starting point,
not a rule book.
Your puppy may
need more or
less.
Guessing
portions
instead of
measuring:
Using an
eyeballed scoop
or a coffee cup

can lead to
significant
overfeeding or
underfeeding
over time.
Feeding too
many treats:
Treats add
calories quickly.
If you give many
treats during
training, reduce
the meal portions
by 10 to 20
percent to
compensate.
Ignoring body
condition: If you
cannot feel your
puppy's ribs
easily under a
thin layer


