
Sue Mey Scroll Saw Patterns 1

Sue Mey Scroll Saw Patterns

Sue Mey Scroll Saw
Patterns

Downloaded from
www.remodelicious.com

by Colon & Yuliana

THE ENDURING APPEAL OF SUE
MEY SCROLL SAW PATTERNS FOR
WOODWORKING ENTHUSIASTS

For  anyone  who  has  ever  been
captivated  by  the  delicate  dance  of  a
scroll saw blade cutting through a piece
o f  w o o d ,  t h e  n a m e  S u e  M e y  i s
synonymous with precision, artistry, and
intricate  design.  In  the  world  of  scroll
sawing,  patterns  are  the  blueprint  for
creation,  and  few  designers  have
garnered  as  much  respect  and
admiration as Sue Mey. Her patterns are
not just instructions; they are a gateway
to creating heirloom-quality pieces that
transform simple  lumber  into  stunning
works  of  art .  Whether  you  are  a
seasoned  scroller  looking  for  a  new
challenge or a beginner taking your first
cuts,  understanding  the  value  and
var iety  of  Sue  Mey  scrol l  saw
patterns can elevate your craft to new
heights.

Who is Sue Mey
and Why Are Her
Patterns So
Popular?
Sue Mey is a highly regarded name in
the scroll saw community, known for her
meticulous  attention  to  detail  and  her

ability to create patterns that are both
c h a l l e n g i n g  t o  e x e c u t e  a n d
breathtakingly  beautiful  in  their  final
form.  What  sets  her  apart  is  the
consistency and clarity of  her designs.
Unlike  some  patterns  that  can  be
confusing or lack crucial guidance, Sue
Mey scroll saw patterns are renowned
for their clean lines, logical layout, and
the inclusion of helpful tips and cutting
sequences. This dedication to quality has
earned  her  a  loyal  following  among
woodworkers  worldwide.  Her  patterns
often  feature  nature-inspired  themes,
intricate fretwork, religious iconography,
and delicate portraits,  offering a diverse
range of subjects that appeal to a wide
audience. The popularity of her patterns
stems  from  the  fact  that  they  are
designed  by  a  pract i t ioner  who
understands the nuances of the tool. The
patterns are optimized for the scroll saw,
meaning  they  account  for  blade  kerf,
internal cuts, and the structural integrity
of the final piece.

A Diverse
Catalog of
Designs:
Exploring the
Themes
One of the most compelling aspects of
Sue Mey's pattern collection is its sheer
diversity. A woodworker can spend years
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working through her catalog and never
run out of fresh ideas. The themes are
thoughtfully categorized, making it easy
to find the perfect pattern for any project
or occasion.

NATURE AND WILDLIFE PATTERNS

Perhaps  the  most  beloved  category
within Sue Mey scroll saw patterns is
her  extensive  collection  of  nature  and
wildlife designs. From majestic eagles in
flight  to  delicate  butterflies  resting  on  a
flower,  these  patterns  capture  the
organic beauty of the natural world. The
level of detail in a Sue Mey hummingbird
or a howling wolf is astonishing. These
patterns often involve a high number of
internal  cuts and require patience, but
the  result  is  a  three-dimensional  feel
that brings the subject to life. They are
perfect for wall art, plaques, or as unique
gifts for nature lovers.

RELIGIOUS AND INSPIRATIONAL
PATTERNS

Sue Mey is particularly famous for her
religious scroll saw patterns, which are a
staple in many woodworking portfolios.
Crosses, nativity scenes, biblical verses,
and images of saints are rendered with
reverence  and  artistic  flair.  A  Sue  Mey
Celtic  cross  pattern,  for  example,  is  a
masterpiece  of  interwoven  lines  and
spiritual symbolism. These patterns are
incredibly  popular  for  church  auctions,
personal  devot iona l  p ieces ,  or
meaningfu l  g i f ts  for  bapt isms,
confirmations,  and  holidays.  The
intricate  fretwork  often found in  these
designs allows for wonderful backlighting
effects  when  hung  in  a  window  or
illuminated  from  behind.

INTARSIA AND SEGMENTATION
PATTERNS

While many of her patterns are designed
for traditional fretwork (cutting away the
background to leave a delicate skeleton
of  wood),  Sue  Mey  also  offers
exceptional  intarsia  patterns.  Intarsia
involves  cutting  individual  pieces  of
different  wood  species  and  fitting  them
together like a three-dimensional puzzle
to create a picture. Her intarsia patterns
are  highly  sought  after  because  they
provide clear guides for wood selection,
grain direction, and shaping. They take
the  guesswork  out  of  the  process,
allowing the woodworker to focus on the
artistry of sanding and assembly. These
patterns  often  feature  scenes  like
landscapes,  animals,  and  still  life
compositions.

PORTRAITS AND SILHOUETTES

For  those  who  enjoy  capturing  the
human  form,  Sue  Mey  offers  a  range  of
portrai t  patterns.  These  can  be
challenging due to the need for precise
cutting  to  capture  facial  features  and
expressions. Her silhouette patterns, on
the  other  hand,  are  a  fantastic  entry
point into portraiture. They rely on the
outline and negative space to create a
recognizable image, such as a cowboy
on a horse or a ballerina in mid-pose.
The clean lines of her silhouette patterns
make them a favorite for beginners who
want  to  produce  impressive  results
quickly.

Getting Started
with Sue Mey
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Scroll Saw
Patterns
If you are new to scroll sawing or new to
Sue Mey's work, the prospect of tackling
one of  her intricate patterns can be a
little daunting. However, with the right
approach,  anyone  can  successfully
complete a beautiful project. The key is
to start with patterns that are labeled as
appropriate for your skill level.

CHOOSING THE RIGHT PATTERN
FOR YOUR SKILL LEVEL

Most  Sue  Mey  scroll  saw  patterns
include  a  difficulty  rating.  Beginners
should  look  for  patterns  described  as
"easy"  or  "intermediate."  These  will
typically have larger cut-out areas, fewer
tight curves, and more substantial wood
bridges  between  cut  lines.  A  simple
cross  pattern  or  a  bas ic  animal
silhouette is an excellent starting point.
As  your  confidence  and  skill  with  blade
control grow, you can graduate to more
complex  designs  with  finer  details  and
tighter  scroll  work.  Do  not  rush  this
process; the joy of scroll sawing comes
from the  journey  of  improvement,  not
just the final product.

ESSENTIAL TOOLS AND MATERIALS

To  successfully  complete  a  Sue  Mey
pattern,  you will  need a  few essential
supplies beyond your scroll saw. A good
quality,  sharp blade is  paramount.  For
intricate fretwork, a #2/0 or #3 reverse
tooth  blade  is  often  recommended
because  it  leaves  a  smooth  bottom
edge. You will  also need a method for
attaching the pattern to the wood. Many
woodworkers use a spray adhesive for a
clean,  temporary  bond.  Blue  painter's

tape applied to the wood surface before
the pattern can also help reduce tear-
out. As for wood, Baltic birch plywood is
the gold standard for fretwork due to its
consistent thickness and lack of  voids.
For intarsia, you will  want a variety of
hardwoods to create contrast and depth.

READING AND PREPARING THE
PATTERN

Before  you  make  a  single  cut,  spend
time  studying  the  pattern.  Sue  Mey
patterns  often  include  a  cutt ing
sequence, indicated by numbers on the
various  internal  cutouts.  Following  this
sequence is crucial because it prevents
the wood from becoming too fragile too
early.  The  general  rule  is  to  cut  the
smallest  internal  areas  first,  working
your  way  outward.  This  preserves  the
strength of the wood frame as long as
possible.  Transfer  the  pattern  to  your
wood securely and ensure it is perfectly
aligned  with  the  grain  if  the  pattern
specifies a particular orientation.

Tips for
Mastering Sue
Mey's Intricate
Designs
Even experienced scroll sawyers can find
Sue  Mey  patterns  to  be  a  test  of
patience  and  skill.  Here  are  some
professional tips to help you achieve the
best possible results.

Take Your Time: Rushing is the
number one enemy of a successful
scroll saw project. Slow, steady
feed rates prevent blade deflection
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and maintain the crisp lines of the
pattern.
Use a Zero-Clearance Insert:
This prevents small pieces of wood
from falling into the saw's throat
and provides better support right
at the blade, reducing tear-out on
the bottom of the cut.
Maintain Proper Lighting: Sue
Mey patterns are full of tiny
details. A good, adjustable task
light can make the difference
between a clean cut and a broken
line. Consider using a magnifying
lamp if you work on very small
patterns.
Drill Pilot Holes Carefully: The
locations of the pilot holes for your
blade are critical. Drill them at the
correct angle and in the right spot
to ensure you have clearance to
turn your blade for the next cut.
Sand in Stages: Do all your
sanding before you remove the
pattern from the wood. Use fine-
grit sandpaper and a gentle touch.
For fretwork, you can sand the
edges of your cuts by rolling a
small piece of sandpaper or using
a file that matches the curve.

Project Ideas
Using Sue Mey
Patterns
Once you have mastered a few patterns,
the possibilities for how to use them are
endless. Here are some inspiring project
ideas  that  showcase  the  versatility  of
Sue Mey scroll saw patterns.

Backlit Wall Art: A large Sue Mey1.
tree of life or a detailed landscape

pattern mounted in a shadow box
frame with an LED backlight
creates a stunning focal point in
any room. The light filtering
through the tiny cuts brings the
pattern to life.
Layered Portraits: Use several of2.
her silhouette or nature patterns
to create a three-dimensional
layered effect. Cut each layer from
a different species of wood, stain
them to different tones, and stack
them with spacers for incredible
depth.
Jewelry and Small Keepsakes:3.
Many of Sue Mey's smaller
patterns are perfect for making
pendants, earrings, ornaments, or
keychains. A tiny butterfly or a
delicate cross makes a wonderful
gift.
Functional Art: Integrate a4.
pattern into a functional object. A
clock face, a trivet, or a decorative
vent cover can all be elevated with
a beautiful Sue Mey design.
Segmented Bowls: Her intarsia5.
patterns can be adapted to create
segmented bowls and vessels. The
process is complex, but the
finished piece is a true
showstopper.

Where to Find
Authentic Sue
Mey Scroll Saw
Patterns
Due to their popularity, it is important to
ensure you are accessing legitimate Sue
Mey  scroll  saw  patterns .  Many
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websites  offer  free  patterns,  but  they
may  be  of  lower  quality  or  lack  the
detailed instructions that come with the
official  designs.  The  best  source  for  her
work  is  her  own  website  or  reputable
woodworking pattern retailers that carry
licensed  designs.  Purchasing  authentic
patterns supports the artist and ensures
you  receive  high-resolution,  accurately
scaled  files.  Many  of  her  patterns  are
available  as  instant  PDF  downloads,
which is incredibly convenient. You can
also  find  her  patterns  published  in
various  scroll  saw  magazines  and
pattern books over the years. Collecting
these books is a fantastic way to build a
library of her best work.

The Community
and Legacy of
Sue Mey Patterns
The impact of Sue Mey on the scroll saw
community  cannot  be  overstated.  Her
patterns  have  inspired  countless
woodworkers  to  push  their  skills  and
create  pieces  they  never  thought
possible. Online forums and social media
groups  are  filled  with  photos  of
completed  projects,  with  woodworkers
proudly sharing their  interpretations of
her  designs.  The  sense  of  community
that forms around these shared patterns
is  a  wonderful  aspect  of  the  hobby.

Whether  you  are  seeking  advice  on  a
tricky  cut  or  simply  want  to  show  off
your finished masterpiece, you will find a
welcoming community of fellow Sue Mey
enthusiasts  who  appreciate  the
dedication  required.  Her  patterns  are
more than just a means to an end; they
are a tradition, a challenge, and a source
of immense creative satisfaction.

Conclusion
In  the  vast  landscape  of  scroll  saw
pattern designers, Sue Mey scroll saw
patterns stand out as a benchmark for
quality,  creativity,  and  precision.  They
offer  woodworkers  of  all  skill  levels  the
opportunity  to  create  truly  remarkable
pieces  that  blend  technical  skill  with
artistic vision. From the delicate curves
of a hummingbird's wing to the profound
symbolism of a Celtic cross, her designs
provide  endless  inspiration  and  a
tangible connection to the art of scroll
sawing.  By  investing  in  a  Sue  Mey
pattern, you are not just buying a piece
of  paper  or  a  digital  file;  you  are
acquiring a trusted guide that will lead
you  through  a  rewarding  creative
process.  The  legacy  of  her  work
continues to inspire new generations of
woodworkers, proving that with the right
pattern, patience, and a steady hand, a
simple piece of wood can be transformed
into  a  treasure.  So  choose  a  pattern,
thread your saw, and discover the joy
that awaits in every intricate line.


