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THE ENDURING
MAGIC OF THE
WORDS TO TEDDY
BEARS PICNIC

For generations, a
simple, whimsical tune
has captivated the
hearts of children and
adults alike. The song
“The Teddy Bears’
Picnic” is more than
just a childhood
melody; it is a cultural
touchstone, a piece of
shared nostalgia that
evokes images of
sunny afternoons,
stuffed animals come
to life, and the
innocent joy of a secret
gathering. But beyond

the familiar chorus lies
a rich history and a set
of lyrics that are far
more intricate and
evocative than many
recall. This article
delves deep into the
words to Teddy Bears
Picnic, exploring their
origins, their nuanced
meaning, and the
enduring legacy that
keeps this song alive in
the modern era.
Whether you are a
parent looking to share
the song with your
children, a musician
interested in its
composition, or simply
someone who wants to
revisit a fond memory,
understanding the full
story of these famous


https://www.remodelicious.com/

words adds a new layer
of appreciation to this
timeless classic.

THE ORIGINS:
FROM
INSTRUMENTAL TO
ICONIC LYRIC

The Birth
of a
Melody

The journey of the
“Teddy Bears’ Picnic”
begins not with words,
but with a melody. In
1907, American
composer John Walter
Bratton wrote an
instrumental piece
titled “The Teddy
Bears’ Picnic.” This was
during the height of
the Teddy bear craze,
a phenomenon sparked
by President Theodore
“Teddy” Roosevelt’s
famous hunting trip

where he refused to
shoot a bear cub. The
instrumental became
popular, particularly as
a march, but it
remained a wordless
tune for nearly two
decades.

Jimmy
Kennedy’
s Lyrical
Transfor
mation

The true magic of the
words to Teddy Bears
Picnic came in 1932
when lIrish songwriter

Jimmy Kennedy
penned the lyrics.
Kennedy, already
known for hits like
“Red Sails in the
Sunset” and “The Isle
of Capri,” took
Bratton's cheerful
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melody and
transformed it into a
full narrative. He did
not just write a simple
children’s rhyme; he
painted a vivid, slightly
mysterious picture of a
secret world that exists
only while humans are
away. The words to
Teddy Bears Picnic, as
Kennedy wrote them,
introduce a sense of
clandestine wonder - a
fox inviting bears to a
gathering in the woods,
warning them to be
careful of humans. This
lyrical spin gave the
song its lasting appeal,
turning a simple
instrumental into a
story.

DECONSTRUCTING
THE LYRICS: A
VERSE-BY-VERSE
ANALYSIS

To truly appreciate the
genius of the words to
Teddy Bears Picnic, we
must look at the entire

song, not just the
famous refrain. Many
people only know the
chorus, but the verses
contain the real
narrative depth.

The
Invitation
and the
Warning

The song opens with a
scene set in the woods:
“If you go down in the
woods today, you're
sure of a big surprise. If
you go down in the
woods today, you'd
better go in disquise.”
These opening lines
immediately establish
the stakes. The words
to Teddy Bears Picnic
are not just about fun;
they are about secrecy.
The warning to “go in
disquise” implies that



this is a private event
for bears only, and
humans are the
intruders. The “big
surprise” is the picnic
itself, a gathering of
every bear from far
and wide.

The next lines continue
the theme: “For every
bear that ever there
was will gather there
for certain, because
today’s the day the
Teddy Bears have their
picnic.” This repetition
reinforces the
universality of the
event. It is not just a
few bears; it is every
bear. The words to
Teddy Bears Picnic
create a sense of a

grand, all-
encompassing
celebration that

happens once a year,
or perhaps whenever
humans are foolish
enough to venture into
the woods.

The
Secretive
World of
the Bears

One of the most
charming aspects of
the lyrics is the insider
knowledge they imply.
The line, “Picnic time
for Teddy Bears, the
little Teddy Bears are
having a lovely time
today,” is the familiar
chorus. But the verses
before and after
provide context. The
song tells us that the
bears “watch us as we
go by, and they say
‘Oh, my, what a silly
way to spend a day."”
This

anthropomorphism is
central to the appeal.
The words to Teddy
Bears Picnic flip the
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narrative: the bears
see human behavior as
amusing and
inefficient. They have a
secret, superior world
that humans are blind
to

The Feast
and the
Finale

The middle verses
describe the feast
itself: “If you go down
in the woods today,
you better not go
alone. It's lovely down
in the woods today, but
safer to stay at home.”
The warning
intensifies. The bears
are not dangerous, but
the secret must be
kept. The song then
paints a picture of the
picnic: “Every Teddy
Bear who’s been good
is sure of a treat today.

There's lots of
wonderful things to
eat, and wonderful
games to play.” This
directly connects the
picnic to behavior
rewards, a classic
children’s trope.

The climax comes with
the line: “Under the
trees where nobody
sees, they’'ll hide and
seek as long as they
please. And that's the
way the Teddy Bears
have their picnic.” This
final verse perfectly
encapsulates the
whimsy. The words to
Teddy Bears Picnic
emphasize the hidden
nature of the fun. They
hide and seek “as long
as they please” - a
freedom that children
can only dream of. The
song ends on a high

note, with the
implication that the
picnic will happen

again, always secret,
always joyful.



THE CULTURAL
IMPACT OF THE
WORDS TO TEDDY
BEARS PICNIC

From
Radio to
the Big
Screen

The song became an
instant hit in the 1930s
and has never faded. It
has been recorded by
countless artists, from
Bing Crosby to Anne

Murray, and has
appeared in films,
commercials, and

television shows. The
words to Teddy Bears
Picnic have been
adapted into picture
books, animated
shorts, and even a
1950s puppet film by
Hanna-Barbera. The

iconic melody s
immediately
recognizable, but the
lyrics are what give it
staying power. They
create a world that
children can imagine
and adults can fondly
recall.

Pedagogy
and
Memory

Teachers have long
used the words to
Teddy Bears Picnic as a
teaching tool. The

song’s rhyming
scheme, story
structure, and

vocabulary (words like
“disgquise,” “feat,” and
“gather”) are excellent
for early literacy. It
also encourages
imaginative play. Many
preschools organize
actual “teddy bear
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picnics” where children
bring their  stuffed
animals, directly
inspired by the song.
The words to Teddy
Bears Picnic have
become a script for
real-life childhood
rituals, bridging the
gap between fantasy
and reality.

Linguistic
Nuance
and
Interpreta
tion

Interestingly, some
listeners have found a
darker interpretation of
the words to Teddy
Bears Picnic. The
warning to “go in
disguise” and “stay at
home” can be read as
a cautionary tale about

strangers or the
dangers of the woods.
However, this is likely
an over-reading. The
dominant
interpretation remains
one of pure, innocent
fantasy. The song’s
genius is that it works
on both levels: it can
be a simple rhyme for
toddlers or a cozy,
nostalgic piece for
adults who appreciate
its craftsmanship.

WHY THESE
WORDS ENDURE:
SEO AND
SEMANTIC APPEAL

From a content and
search perspective, the
words to Teddy Bears
Picnic represent a
highly valuable
keyword with strong
nostalgic resonance.
People search for these
lyrics to teach their
children, to remember
their own childhoods,
or to find sheet music.



But the semantic field
around this keyword is
equally important.
Terms like “teddy bear
picnic lyrics,” “teddy
bears picnic song
history,” “what are the
words to teddy bears
picnic,” and “teddy
bear picnic meaning”
all relate back to the

core query. By
naturally incorporating
these semantic

keywords - such as
teddy bear song
lyrics, the original
teddy bears picnic,
Jimmy Kennedy
lyrics, and children’s
picnic song - this
article provides
comprehensive

coverage of the topic.

Moreover, the words
themselves are a
treasure trove for
content creators. They
can be used in blog
posts, educational
materials, and even as
a scripting source for

virtual events. The
song’s public domain
status (the lyrics are
copyright under
Kennedy, but many
educational uses fall
under fair use) also
contributes to its
widespread availability.
When someone
searches for the
“words to Teddy Bears
Picnic,” they are often
looking for the exact
text. Below is a clean

version of the
complete lyrics as
commonly
remembered:

 If you go down
in the woods
today, you're
sure of a big
surprise.

* If you go down
in the woods
today, you'd
better go in
disguise.

* For every bear
that ever there
was will gather
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there for certain,
because

e Today’s the
day the Teddy
Bears have
their picnic.

The chorus:

* Picnic time for
Teddy Bears,
the little Teddy
Bears are having
a lovely time
today.

e Watch them,
catch them
unawares, and
see them picnic
on their holiday.

e See them gaily
gad about, they
love to play and
shout, they never
have any cares.

» At six o’clock
their mummies
and daddies
will take them
home to bed
because they're
tired little Teddy
Bears.

This structure of the
lyrics, with its
repetitive and rhyming
patterns, is why the
words to Teddy Bears
Picnic are so easy to
memorize. They
become a earworm
that sticks with you for
life.

MODERN
ADAPTATIONS AND
THE FUTURE OF
THE SONG

In the age of streaming
and YouTube, the
words to Teddy Bears
Picnic continue to find
new audiences.
Animated lyric videos,
sing-along clips, and
even remixes introduce
the song to toddlers
who have never seen a
traditional record
player. The song’s
simple, catchy
structure makes it
perfect for interactive
media. Some modern
adaptations have



updated the language
slightly (changing
“gaily” to “happily” for
clarity), but the core
words to Teddy Bears
Picnic remain
untouchable.

Furthermore, the song
has crossed cultural
boundaries. In the UK,
it is a perennial
favorite on children’s
radio programs like
CBeebies. In the US, it
is commonly played at
birthday parties and in
preschool music
classes. The words to
Teddy Bears Picnic
have been translated
into many languages,
but the English version
remains the definitive
one. The imagery of
bears having a secret
picnic is universal, yet
the specific phrasing -
“If you go down in the
woods today” - has a
distinctly  British
pastoral charm that
adds to its appeal.
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HOW TO USE THE
WORDS TO TEDDY
BEARS PICNIC IN
YOUR OWN
CONTENT

If you are a parent,
teacher, or content
creator, the words to
Teddy Bears Picnic
offer rich opportunities.
You can create a
storybook based on the
lyrics, with illustrations
of bears hiding and
playing. You can use
the song as a basis for
a preschool lesson plan
on rhyming words, or
as a theme for a party.
For SEO purposes, a
page dedicated to the
lyrics with historical
context (like this one)
can capture traffic from
multiple queries. When
writing about the
words to Teddy Bears
Picnic, always include
the full lyrics, highlight
the history, and tie it to
contemporary uses.
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This ensures your
content is valuable,
authoritative, and
engaging.

CONCLUSION

The words to Teddy
Bears Picnic are far
more than a simple
children’s rhyme. They
represent a
masterclass in
narrative songwriting,
a cultural artifact that
has survived for nearly
a century, and a source
of unending joy for
children and adults.
From John Bratton’s

original melody to
Jimmy Kennedy's
clever, imaginative

lyrics, the song creates
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a complete world - a
secret picnic in the
woods where bears are
free to be themselves.
Whether you are
revisiting this song
after years or hearing
it for the first time, the
magic remains intact.
The next time you find
yourself humming that
familiar tune,
remember the depth of
the words to Teddy
Bears Picnic: a story of
disquise, celebration,
and the timeless joy of
a secret gathering. It is
a gentle reminder that,
at least in our
imaginations, there is
always a picnic waiting
under the trees.



