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NAVIGATING THE
HEART OF THE
SECOND CITY:
YOUR COMPLETE
GUIDE TO THE MAP
OF BIRMINGHAM
CITY CENTRE

B i r m i n g h a m ,  t h e
Uni ted  K ingdom's
second-largest  city,  is
a  v i b r a n t  h u b  o f
culture,  commerce,
and  history.  For  first-
t ime  v i s i t o r s  and
seasoned  residents
alike,  understanding
the  layout  o f  th i s
dynamic  urban  centre
is  essential.  A  reliable
Map Of Birmingham
City  Centre  is  more

than just a navigational
tool; it is a gateway to
discovering  the  city's
r i c h  t a p e s t r y  o f
attractions,  from  its
world-class  shopping
districts to its  cutting-
edge  culinary  scene.
This guide will explore
everything you need to
know  about  getting
around  the  city  core,
ensuring  you  never
miss  a  landmark  or  a
hidden gem.
B i r m i n g h a m  C i t y
Centre  has  undergone
a  r e m a r k a b l e
transformation  over
the past two decades.
Once  known  primarily
f o r  i t s  i n d u s t r i a l
heritage  and  concrete
ring roads, the city has
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reinvented  itself  as  a
modern,  pedestrian-
friendly  metropolis.
The  central  area  is  a
fascinating  blend  of
Victorian  architecture,
f u t u r i s t i c  g l a s s
s t r u c t u r e s ,  a n d
revitalised  canals.  To
truly  appreciate  this
transformation, a good
s p a t i a l
understanding—provid
e d  b y  a  d e t a i l e d
map—is  indispensable.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
planning  a  weekend
break, a business trip,
or  a  day of  shopping,
this article will help you
decode the geography
o f  B i r m i n g h a m ' s
beating  heart.

Understa
nding the

Core
Geograph
y of
Birmingh
am City
Centre
The  Birmingham  City
Cent re  i s  b road ly
defined  by  the  A4540
ring  road,  commonly
k n o w n  a s  t h e
Middleway.  However,
the  most  frequented
areas lie within a much
smal ler ,  walkable
radius.  The  c i ty  is
unique in the UK for its
canal  network,  which
actual ly  has  more
miles  than  Venice.
These  canals  form
n a t u r a l  a r t e r i e s
through the city, often
p r o v i d i n g  s c e n i c
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walking  routes  that
bypass  busy  roads.
When  you  first  consult
a  M a p  O f
Birmingham  City
Centre, you will notice
t h a t  t h e  B u l l r i n g
shopp ing  cent re ,
Victoria  Square,  and
the  Jewellery  Quarter
form  a  rough  triangle
of  key  districts.  The
city  centre  is  largely
flat, making it excellent
f o r  w a l k i n g ,  b u t
understanding  the
cardinal  directions  is
helpful. The city slopes
gently  from the south
(Edgbaston)  down
towards  the  north
(Handswor th  and
Aston),  with  the  main
train  stations—New
S t r e e t  a n d  M o o r
Street—sitting  right  in
the middle.
The focal point of most
maps  is  the  Bullring.
This  iconic  shopping
destination, dominated
b y  t h e  s t r i k i n g

Selfridges building with
its  futuristic,  polka-
do t ted  facade ,  i s
arguably  the  most
recognisable landmark.
From the Bullring,  the
city  radiates  outward.
To the north-west, you
find  the  bustling  New
Street and Corporation
Street,  which  lead
towards the civic heart
of  the  city  at  Victoria
Square.  To  the  south,
you head towards the
Chinese  Quarter  and
the  Gay  Village  along
Hurst Street. The Map
Of  Birmingham City
Centre  i s  not  just
about  streets;  it  is
about  understanding
these  distinct  districts
a n d  h o w  t h e y
interconnect.

The Main
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Districts
and
Landmark
s You
Must

Know
A  deep  dive  into  any
good  map  will  reveal
s e v e r a l  d i s t i n c t
neighbourhoods,  each
with its own character
and  purpose.  Knowing
these areas will  make
y o u r  n a v i g a t i o n
intuitive and your visit
much more rewarding.

THE BULLRING AND
GRAND CENTRAL

This is the commercial
epicentre. The Bullring
is a massive shopping
complex  containing

o v e r  1 6 0  s t o r e s ,
restaurants, and cafes.
Directly connected to it
is  Grand  Central,  the
modern  shopp ing
centre  that  sits  atop
B i r m i n g h a m  N e w
Street  station.  When
u s i n g  a  M a p  O f
Birmingham  City
Centre,  look  for  the
circular  St.  Martin's
Church (standing in the
Bullring  marketplace)
and  the  Rag  Market.
This  entire  area  is  a
pedestrian's  paradise,
e s p e c i a l l y  o n
weekends. The famous
"Rotunda"  building,  a
cylindrical  tower,  is
another  excel lent
l a n d m a r k  f o r
orientation.

VICTORIA SQUARE
AND THE COUNCIL
HOUSE

This is  the ceremonial
heart  of  Birmingham.
Victor ia  Square  is
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dominated  by  "The
River," a large fountain
tha t  i s  one  o f  t he
largest  in  Europe.
Overlooking the square
is  the  magnificent
C o u n c i l  H o u s e ,  a
neoclassical  building
that  houses  the  city's
government.  Behind
the Council  House lies
Chamberlain  Square,
with  the  iconic  "Big
Brum"  clock  tower.
This area is the starting
point for many walking
tours.  A detailed Map
Of  Birmingham City
Centre  will  show how
this square connects to
Co lmore  Row  ( the
business  district)  and
Paradise  Circus,  the
s i t e  o f  t h e  n e w
Paradise  development
featur ing  modern
offices  and  the
Birmingham  Library.

THE JEWELLERY

QUARTER

Located  just  a  ten-
minute walk north-west
of the city centre, the
Jewellery  Quarter  is  a
must-v is i t .  As  the
name  suggests,  this
area  has  been  the
centre  of  the  UK's
jewellery trade for over
200  years,  producing
40%  o f  a l l  B r i t i sh
jewellery.  The  map
here  shows  a  grid  of
narrow,  V ic tor ian
streets like Vyse Street
and Frederick Street. It
is a conservation area,
filled  with  independent
cafes,  art  galleries,
a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,
jewellery  shops.  St.
Paul 's  Church  and
Square  are  the  green
centre of this district. A
good map will highlight
the  Museum  of  the
Jewellery  Quarter  and
t h e  P e n  M u s e u m ,
w h i c h  a r e  t o p
attractions  here.
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THE CANAL
DISTRICT
(BRINDLEYPLACE
AND THE MAILBOX)
Birmingham's  canals
are  its  hidden  gem.
The Birmingham Canal
Navigations  network
weaves  through  the
city  centre.  The  most
famous  stretch  runs
from Gas Street Basin
through  Brindleyplace
a n d  d o w n  t o  t h e
Nat iona l  Sea  L i fe
Centre.  Brindleyplace
is a modern, open-plan
development filled with
restaurants,  bars,  and
the  Symphony  Hall.
Just  adjacent  is  The
Ma i lbox ,  a  luxury
shopping  and  dining
destination housed in a
former  Royal  Mai l
sorting  office.  When
looking  at  a  Map Of
Birmingham  City
Centre,  the  canals
appear  as  blue  lines
t h a t  f o r m  a  l o o p

around  the  south-
western  edge  of  the
core .  Walk ing  the
canals  is  a  relaxing
way to travel from the
Convention  Quarter  to
the  Chinese  Quarter
without  dealing  with
traffic.

Transport
Hubs and
Getting
Around
B i r m i n g h a m  i s
exceptionally  well-
c o n n e c t e d .
Understanding  the
transport layer on your
map  i s  c ruc ia l  fo r
efficient  travel.

RAILWAY STATIONS

Birmingham
New Street:
The main
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national rail hub.
It sits under the
Grand Central
shopping centre.
It connects to
London Euston
(approximately 1
hour 20 minutes)
and all major UK
cities. It is the
central point on
any Map Of
Birmingham
City Centre.
Birmingham
Moor Street:
Located a five-
minute walk east
of New Street,
this station
primarily serves
lines to London
Marylebone and
the Chiltern
region. It is a
beautiful,
restored
Victorian station.
Birmingham
Snow Hill:
Located a ten-
minute walk

north of New
Street, this
station serves
the Midlands rail
network and is
close to the
Jewellery
Quarter.

METRO (TRAM)
The  West  Midlands
Metro  is  a  l ight  rail
system that runs from
Grand  Central  (New
S t r e e t )  o u t  t o
Wolverhampton via the
Jewellery  Quarter  and
Edgbaston.  The  lines
are clearly marked on
any  modern  Map  Of
Birmingham  City
Centre. It is a fast and
efficient  way  to  travel
to the outer suburbs or
to  reach  the  National
Exhibition Centre (NEC)
a n d  B i r m i n g h a m
Airport connections.

BUS SERVICES

The  c i ty  cent re  i s
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served  by  a  dense
network of bus routes.
T h e  m a i n  b u s
interchange  is  located
o n  M o o r  S t r e e t
Q u e e n s w a y ,  j u s t
outside  Moor  Street
station. The buses are
frequent  and  cheap,
though the city centre
is  so  walkable  that
many visitors  find they
don't  need  them  for
internal travel.

WALKING AND
CYCLING

B i r m i n g h a m  C i t y
Centre  is  surprisingly
compact.  Most  key
attractions are within a
20-minute walk of each
other.  The  city  has
invested  heavily  in
pedestrianisation.  New
S t r e e t  i s  f u l l y
pedestrianised,  and
m a n y  o t h e r  m a i n
streets  are  closed  to
traffic  during  peak
hours. For cycling, the
canal towpaths provide

off-road routes that are
flat and safe. The West
Midlands  Cycle  Hire
scheme  offers  rental
b i k e s  a t  v a r i o u s
docking stations across
the  city,  which  are
often marked on public
Map Of Birmingham
City Centre posters.

Cultural
and
Historical
Sites on
the Map
No visit to Birmingham
is  complete  without
exploring  its  cultural
institutions.  A  good
map  w i l l  he lp  you
locate these treasures.

BIRMINGHAM
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MUSEUM AND ART
GALLERY (BM&AG)
L o c a t e d  i n
Chamberlain  Square,
this institution holds a
w o r l d - r e n o w n e d
co l lec t ion  o f  P re -
Raphaelite art, as well
as  a r te fac ts  f rom
B i r m i n g h a m ' s
industrial  past.  It  is
free to enter and is a
perfect  starting  point
for  understanding  the
city's  history.  On  a
Map Of Birmingham
City  Centre ,  i t  i s
s i tua ted  d i rec t l y
behind  the  Council
House.

LIBRARY OF
BIRMINGHAM

Opened in 2013, this is
one  of  the  largest
publ ic  l ibrar ies  in
Europe.  Its  striking,
golden-tinged  exterior
is a modern landmark.
It  sits  on  Centenary
Square,  next  to  the

Repertory Theatre. The
l i b r a r y  h a s  a
spectacular  viewing
terrace  on  the  top
floor,  offering  a  360-
degree view of the city.
Use  the  map  to  find
Centenary  Square,
which is on the western
edge of  the city core,
just off Broad Street.

ST. PHILIP’S
CATHEDRAL

This is a gem located in
t h e  C o l m o r e  R o w
business district. It is a
stunning  example  of
Baroque  architecture
and  features  beautiful
stained-glass  windows
by  Edward  Burne-
Jones. The cathedral is
set  in  a  quiet,  green
churchyard  that  offers
a peaceful sanctuary in
the middle of the city.
It is clearly marked on
a n y  M a p  O f
Birmingham  City
C e n t r e  a s  a n
important  religious
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site.

THE CHINESE
QUARTER AND
ARCADIAN CENTRE

Loca ted  on  Hurs t
Street,  the  Chinese
Quarter  is  a  vibrant
a rea  packed  w i th
a u t h e n t i c  A s i a n
r e s t a u r a n t s ,
supermarkets,  and
bakeries. It is home to
the  striking  pagoda
and the Chinese Arch.
The  nearby  Arcadian
Centre  offers  a  mix  of
bars  and  international
cuisine. This area is a
short  walk south from
the Bullring.

Practical
Tips for
Using a

Map of
Birmingh
am City
Centre
To get the most out of
your  visit,  consider
these  practical  tips
when using your Map
Of  Birmingham City
Centre.

Understand the1.
"Grid" System:
While not
perfect, the main
streets form a
rough grid. New
Street runs west-
east. Corporation
Street runs
north-south.
Colmore Row
runs parallel to
New Street. Once
you memorise
these three main
arteries, you can
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navigate most of
the core.
Look for the2.
"Squares":
Birmingham has
many squares
(Victoria,
Chamberlain,
Centenary, St.
Paul's, St.
Philip's). They
are excellent
orientation
points. If you get
lost, walk
towards the
nearest green
square on the
map.
Use the Canals3.
as a
"Backbone":
The canals are a
consistent
feature. If you
find a canal,
walking along it
will usually lead
you towards
either
Brindleyplace or
the Convention

Quarter. They
are safer and
more pleasant
than some of the
main roads.
Digital Maps4.
are Your
Friend: While a
paper map is
great for an
overview, apps
like Google Maps
or Citymapper
are excellent for
real-time
navigation,
especially for
public transport.
They often show
walking times via
the canals.
Look for "Q"5.
Codes: The city
has a clever
numbering
system for
districts (e.g., B1
is the central
business district,
B2 is the Bullring
area, B3 is the
Jewellery
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Quarter). This is
often used in
addresses and
can help you
understand
which part of the
Map Of
Birmingham
City Centre you
are looking at.

Hidden
Gems
Often
Missed on
a
Standard
Map
Beyond  the  major
l a n d m a r k s ,
Birmingham  hides
several  fascinating
spots  tha t  a  keen

observer  will  find  on  a
detailed map.

The Coffin
Works: Located
in the Jewellery
Quarter, this is a
museum
dedicated to the
Newman
Brothers coffin-
fitting works. It is
a unique piece of
industrial history.
St. Martin in
the Bull Ring:
This medieval
church sits right
in the middle of
the modern
Bullring. It offers
a striking
contrast between
ancient and
modern
architecture.
The Custard
Factory:
Located in
Digbeth (just
east of the
Bullring), this is a
creative quarter
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housed in a
former custard
powder factory.
It is full of
independent
shops, street art,
and a lively
market on
weekends.
Digbeth is rapidly
becoming one of
the coolest parts
of the city, and it
is clearly marked
on a
comprehensive
Map Of
Birmingham
City Centre as a
zone of artistic
activity.
The Old Joint
Stock Pub: Near
St. Philip's
Cathedral, this is
a stunning
Victorian pub
with a
magnificent
domed ceiling. It

is a perfect
example of
Birmingham's
architectural
grandeur.
Back to Backs:
Located off Hurst
Street, this
National Trust
property shows a
preserved court
of 19th-century
working-class
houses. It offers
a powerful
glimpse into the
city's social
history.

Seasonal
Events
and How
the Map
Changes


