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Devry Writing Placement Test

UNDERSTANDING THE DEVRY WRITING PLACEMENT
TEST: YOUR COMPLETE GUIDE TO SUCCESS

Starting college is an exciting milestone, but it often comes with
a series of assessments designed to ensure you are placed in the
right courses from day one. Among these, the Devry Writing
Placement Test stands out as a crucial evaluation for incoming
students at DeVry University. If you are preparing for this
assessment, you likely have questions about its format, purpose,
and how to perform your best. This comprehensive guide will
walk you through everything you need to know about the Devry
Writing Placement Test, offering practical strategies to help you
demonstrate your writing abilities with confidence. Whether you
are a recent high school graduate or an adult learner returning to
the classroom, understanding this placement test is the first step
toward a successful academic journey.

WHAT IS THE DEVRY WRITING PLACEMENT TEST?

The Devry Writing Placement Test is an assessment tool used by
DeVry University to evaluate the writing skills of incoming
students. Unlike a pass-or-fail examination, this placement test is

designed to measure your current proficiency in written
communication. Based on your performance, the university can
determine the most appropriate writing course for your skill level.
This ensures you are neither overwhelmed by advanced
coursework nor held back by material you have already
mastered. The test typically focuses on your ability to construct a
coherent, well-supported essay within a set time limit, reflecting
the kind of writing you will be expected to produce in college-
level courses.

Who Needs to Take This
Test?

Most new students enrolling in undergraduate programs at DeVry
University are required to complete the writing placement
assessment. This includes recent high school graduates, transfer
students, and adult learners entering a degree program for the
first time. In some cases, students who have previously earned
college credit for English composition may be exempt. However,
if you are unsure about your status, it is always best to check
with your admissions advisor or academic counselor. Taking the
test seriously is important because the results directly influence
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your first-semester course schedule and can impact your overall
academic trajectory.

WHY THE DEVRY WRITING PLACEMENT TEST
MATTERS

The importance of the Devry Writing Placement Test extends
beyond mere course placement. Writing is a foundational skill
that affects nearly every aspect of college work. From discussion
posts and lab reports to research papers and presentations,
strong written communication is essential for academic success.
By accurately assessing your writing abilities from the outset,
DeVry ensures you receive the instruction and support you need
to thrive. Being placed in the correct course level can save you
time, money, and frustration. It also helps you build confidence in
your writing skills, which is invaluable as you progress through
more advanced coursework in your chosen field.

How Placement Affects
Your Academic Path

Your score on the placement test determines whether you begin
with a foundational writing course, a standard college
composition course, or a more advanced writing class. For
example, students who demonstrate strong writing skills may
place directly into ENGL 112, which focuses on argumentation
and research. Those who need additional support may start with
ENGL 108, which emphasizes basic essay structure and grammar

fundamentals. This tailored approach allows you to build a solid
foundation before tackling more challenging assignments.
Additionally, completing your required writing courses early can
free up time in your schedule for major-specific classes later in
your program.

FORMAT AND STRUCTURE OF THE DEVRY WRITING
PLACEMENT TEST

Understanding the format of the Devry Writing Placement Test
can significantly reduce test-day anxiety. The assessment
typically consists of a single essay prompt that you must respond
to within a specified time frame, usually between 60 and 90
minutes. The prompt is designed to be accessible to all students,
regardless of their intended major. You will be asked to read a
short passage or statement, then write an essay in response. The
goal is to evaluate your ability to develop a clear thesis, organize
your ideas logically, support your arguments with evidence, and
demonstrate control over standard written English.

Essay Prompt Types

The prompts used in the Devry Writing Placement Test generally
fall into a few common categories. You may be asked to take a
position on a current issue and defend it with reasons and
examples. Alternatively, you might be prompted to explain a
concept or describe a personal experience that shaped your
perspective. Some prompts ask you to analyze a short reading
passage and respond critically to the author's argument.
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Regardless of the specific prompt, the evaluators are looking for
your ability to think critically and communicate your ideas clearly.
Practicing with sample prompts in advance can help you become
comfortable with the format and improve your response time.

KEY SKILLS ASSESSED IN THE DEVRY WRITING
PLACEMENT TEST

The Devry Writing Placement Test evaluates several distinct
dimensions of your writing ability. Understanding these criteria
can help you focus your preparation efforts on the areas that
matter most. While each dimension is important, the overall
impression of your essay depends on how well you integrate all of
these skills into a single, cohesive piece of writing.

Thesis Development and
Focus

One of the first things evaluators look for is a clear, specific thesis
statement that directly addresses the prompt. Your thesis should
appear early in the essay, typically at the end of your
introductory paragraph, and it should guide the reader through
the rest of your argument. A strong thesis is neither too broad
nor too narrow; it strikes a balance that allows you to develop
your ideas fully within the time limit. Avoid vague statements like
"There are many sides to this issue." Instead, state your position
clearly: "While some argue that social media harms interpersonal
relationships, the evidence suggests that it actually strengthens

connections when used mindfully."

Organization and Structure

A well-organized essay is easy to follow and logically coherent.
Evaluators expect you to use a clear introduction, body
paragraphs that each focus on a single main idea, and a
conclusion that reinforces your thesis without introducing new
information. Effective transitions between paragraphs help guide
the reader smoothly from one point to the next. Think of your
essay as a roadmap: each paragraph is a landmark, and the
transitions are the roads connecting them. A structured essay
demonstrates that you can plan your writing, even under time
pressure.

Support and Evidence

Your claims need to be supported with specific examples,
reasons, or evidence. In a placement test essay, you do not have
access to outside sources, so you must rely on your own
knowledge and experience. This is perfectly acceptable, as long
as your examples are relevant and well-explained. For instance, if
you argue that volunteer work builds character, do not simply
state the claim. Describe a specific volunteer experience you had
or a situation you observed, and explain how it illustrates your
point. Concrete details make your writing more persuasive and
engaging.



Sentence Structure and
Grammar

While the Devry Writing Placement Test is not primarily a
grammar test, your command of standard written English is still
evaluated. Using a variety of sentence structures makes your
writing more readable and sophisticated. Avoid relying too
heavily on simple sentences or, conversely, long, run-on
sentences that confuse the reader. Pay attention to subject-verb
agreement, verb tense consistency, punctuation, and word
choice. Proofreading your essay before submitting it can help you
catch and correct small errors that might otherwise distract from
your ideas.

HOW TO PREPARE FOR THE DEVRY WRITING
PLACEMENT TEST

Preparation is key to performing well on the Devry Writing
Placement Test. Fortunately, you do not need to enroll in
expensive prep courses or buy specialized materials. With a
strategic approach and consistent practice, you can significantly
improve your score. The following strategies are designed to help
you build the skills and confidence you need on test day.

Review Basic Essay
Structure

Start by refreshing your understanding of the standard five-
paragraph essay format. While you may not write exactly five
paragraphs in the actual test, this model provides a reliable
framework for organizing your thoughts. Practice writing
introductions that hook the reader and present a clear thesis.
Work on developing body paragraphs that begin with a topic
sentence, include supporting details, and end with a concluding
thought. Finally, practice writing conclusions that summarize your
main points and leave the reader with a lasting impression.

Practice Writing Under
Time Constraints

One of the biggest challenges of the Devry Writing Placement
Test is the time limit. To prepare, set a timer for 60 minutes and
write a practice essay on a sample prompt. Do not allow yourself
to go over time, even if you are not finished. This exercise will
help you learn to budget your time wisely. In practice, spend the
first five minutes brainstorming and outlining your ideas. Reserve
the last five minutes for proofreading and making minor
revisions. The bulk of your time should be spent writing the body
paragraphs, which contain the substance of your argument.

4 Devry Writing Placement Test

2025-08-26



Devry Writing Placement Test 5

Read Sample Essays

Reading well-written sample essays can help you internalize the
qualities of effective writing. Look for essays that have clear
theses, logical organization, and specific examples. Pay attention
to how the authors transition between paragraphs and how they
conclude their arguments. You can find sample essays in college
writing guides, online educational resources, or through DeVry's
own preparation materials. As you read, take notes on techniques
you can apply to your own writing.

Seek Feedback on Your
Writing

Getting feedback from a knowledgeable reader can be incredibly
valuable. Ask a teacher, tutor, or trusted friend to read a practice
essay you have written. Request specific feedback on your thesis
clarity, organization, use of evidence, and grammar. If possible,
use a rubric similar to what DeVry evaluators might use. Knowing

your strengths and weaknesses in advance allows you to focus
your preparation on the areas that need the most improvement.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID ON THE DEVRY
WRITING PLACEMENT TEST

negatively impact your score. By recognizing these issues in
advance, you can take proactive steps to address them in your
own writing.

 Failing to address the prompt directly: One of the
most common mistakes is writing a generic essay that does
not specifically respond to the prompt. Carefully read the
prompt and make sure your thesis directly answers the
guestion or addresses the issue presented.

e Lack of a clear thesis: Without a clear thesis, your essay
will lack direction and focus. State your main argument
early and refer back to it throughout the essay to maintain
coherence.

e Poor time management: Spending too much time on the
introduction or running out of time before writing a
conclusion can hurt your score. Practice your pacing so you
can complete all parts of the essay within the time limit.

e Overly complex vocabulary: Trying to impress
evaluators with big words often backfires if the words are
used incorrectly. Write in your natural voice and focus on
clarity rather than complexity.

* Neglecting to proofread: Even a strong essay can be
undermined by careless errors. Always save a few minutes
to review your work and correct any mistakes you find.

SAMPLE TOPICS AND PROMPTS

Being aware of common pitfalls can help you avoid them on test
day. The following mistakes frequently trip up test-takers and can

Becoming familiar with the types of prompts you might encounter
can help you prepare more effectively. While the exact prompts
used in the Devry Writing Placement Test are not published, the



following sample prompts are representative of the style and
complexity you can expect. Use these prompts for your practice
sessions.

1. Some people believe that college education should be free
for all students, while others argue that students should
bear the cost. Take a position on this issue and support it
with reasons and examples.

2. Describe a person who has had a significant influence on
your life. Explain how this person shaped your values,
goals, or perspective.

3. Many people argue that technology has made our lives
more convenient, while others claim it has made us less
connected to one another. Discuss both sides of this
argument and present your own view.

4. Explain a time when you faced a difficult challenge and how

you overcame it. What did you learn from the experience?
5. Some believe that standardized testing is an effective way

to measure student learning, while others argue it creates

unnecessary stress. Take a position and defend it.

TIPS FOR TEST DAY SUCCESS

When the day of the Devry Writing Placement Test arrives, there
are several things you can do to set yourself up for success.
Preparation is important, but your mindset and approach on the
day itself also matter. Follow these tips to stay calm and focused.

First, arrive early and make sure you have everything you need,
including any required identification or login information. If you
are taking the test remotely, test your internet connection and
computer setup in advance. Give yourself plenty of time to settle
in and focus before
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