Abraham Lincoln And The Civil War A
Biography 1

Abraham Lincoln
And The Civil War A

Biography

Abraham Downloaded from
Lincoln And www.remodelicious.com
by Sherman &

Castaneda

The Civil War
A Biography

ABRAHAM
LINCOLN AND THE
CIVIL WAR: A
BIOGRAPHY OF
LEADERSHIP AND
LEGACY

Abraham Lincoln and
the Civil War are so
deeply intertwined that
it is nearly impossible
to understand one
without the other. To
study Lincoln is to
study the conflict that
defined the United
States, and to examine
the war is to trace the
hand of a leader who

navigated the nation
through its darkest
hour. This biography
explores not just the
man, but the crucible
in which he was forged,
examining how his

early life, political
evolution, and
steadfast resolve

shaped the course of
the American Civil War.
From his humble
beginnings in a
Kentucky log cabin to
his tragic assassination
in a Washington
theater, Lincoln’s story
remains a testament to
the power of
conviction, eloquence,
and moral purpose. In
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this article, we will
journey through his
life, his presidency,
and his enduring
influence, keeping at
the center the
inseparable connection
between Abraham
Lincoln and the Civil
War

Early Life
and the

Roots of
a Leader

Abraham Lincoln was
born on February 12,
1809, in Hardin
County, Kentucky. His
family was poor, and
his mother died when
he was just nine years
old. Despite limited
formal schooling,
Lincoln developed a
voracious appetite for
reading and learning.

He borrowed books
from neighbors,
studied law on his own,
and became a skilled
orator and storyteller.
These early
experiences forged a
self-reliance and a
deep sense of justice
that would later define
his political career.

Moving to Indiana and
then Illinois, Lincoln
worked as a rail
splitter, storekeeper,
and surveyor before
turning to law. His
legal practice
prospered, and he
became known for his
honesty and sharp
reasoning. In 1834, he
was elected to the
[llinois state legislature
as a member of the
Whig Party. There, he
honed his stance
against the expansion
of slavery, viewing it as
a moral and political
evil. This position
would become the
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cornerstone of his
national identity and,
ultimately, the spark
that ignited the Civil
War.

Political
Rise and
the
National
Stage

Lincoln’s political
ascent was neither
rapid nor effortless.

After a single term in
the U.S. House of
Representatives

(1847-1849), he
returned to lIllinois,
disillusioned with the
political process.
However, the passage
of the Kansas-
Nebraska Act in 1854,
which allowed
territories to decide on

slavery through
popular sovereignty,
reignited his passion.
Lincoln spoke out
vehemently against
the act, arguing that it
betrayed the Founding
Fathers’ vision of a
nation gradually
moving away from
slavery.

His debates with
Stephen A. Douglas in
1858, while ultimately
losing the Senate race,
made Lincoln a
national figure. The
Lincoln-Douglas

debates showcased his
moral clarity and
rhetorical power. In his
famous "House
Divided" speech,
Lincoln declared: "A
house divided against
itself cannot stand. |
believe this
government cannot
endure permanently
half slave and half
free." This statement
encapsulated the crisis



that would soon erupt
into war.

In 1860, Lincoln
secured the Republican
Party’s nomination for
president—an unlikely
candidate from the
West who had never
held high office. His
victory in the election,
without a single
Southern electoral
vote, prompted seven
Southern states to
secede before he even
took office. The stage
was set for the
greatest conflict in
American history.

The Civil
War
Begins:
Lincoln’s

First
Steps as
Comman

der in
Chief

When Lincoln was
inaugurated on March
4, 1861, the nation was
already fractured. Fort
Sumter in Charleston,
South Carolina,
remained under federal
control but was
surrounded by
Confederate forces.
Lincoln faced an
agonizing decision:
resupply the fort and
risk war, or abandon it
and legitimize
secession. He chose to
resupply. On April 12,
1861, Confederate
forces fired on Fort
Sumter, and the Civil
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War began.

Lincoln’s immediate
response was to call for
75,000 volunteers to
suppress the rebellion.
He suspended habeas
corpus in certain areas,
authorized blockades,
and expanded the
military. These actions
stretched his
constitutional
authority, but Lincoln
believed that the
preservation of the
Union required
extraordinary
measures. He was
determined to keep the
border
states—Delaware,
Maryland, Kentucky,
and Missouri—in the
Union, often using
political finesse and
military pressure.

Throughout the early
months of the war,
Lincoln struggled to
find capable generals.
The Union suffered
humiliating defeats at

Bull Run and in the
Peninsula Campaign.
Lincoln’s relationship
with General George
McClellan was
particularly fraught.
McClellan was cautious
and insubordinate, yet
Lincoln, desperate for
victories, kept him in
command for too long.
But Lincoln was
learning, and he began
to understand that
winning the war would
require not just military
strategy, but a clear
moral cause.

The
Emancipa
tion
Proclama



tion:

1862, Lincoln issued a
preliminary

,proclamation, warning

Redeﬁﬂarme would free all

g the War

The most
transformative
moment in Abraham
Lincoln’s presidency
came with the
Emancipation
Proclamation. As the
war dragged on,
Lincoln realized that
freeing the slaves
would strike at the
heart of the
Confederate economy
and labor system, and
it would give the Union
a new, righteous
purpose. Yet he moved
cautiously, waiting for
a Union victory to issue
the proclamation, so it
would not appear as an
act of desperation.

After the Battle of
Antietam in September

slaves in states still in
rebellion on January 1,
1863. On that day, he
signed the final
Emancipation
Proclamation, declaring
that "all persons held
as slaves" in the
Confederate states
"are, and henceforward
shall be free." Although
it did not immediately
free a single slave
(since it applied only to
areas not under Union
control), it
fundamentally shifted
the war’s purpose from
preserving the Union to
championing human
liberty.

The Proclamation also
enabled the enlistment
of African American
soldiers in the Union
Army. By the war’s
end, nearly 200,000
Black men had served,
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and their contributions
were vital to the Union
victory. Lincoln’s
decision was both a
moral statement and a
strategic masterstroke,
cementing his legacy
as the Great
Emancipator.

Gettysbur
9
Address:
Words
That
Redeeme
da
Nation

In November 1863,
President Lincoln
traveled to Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania, to

dedicate a cemetery
for the soldiers killed
there in July. His
speech, known as the
Gettysburg Address,
lasted only two
minutes and contained
just 272 words. Yet it is
one of the most
powerful speeches in
American history.

Lincoln reframed the
war not as a mere
conflict over territory,
but as a test of
whether a nation
"conceived in Liberty,
and dedicated to the
proposition that all
men are created equal”
could long endure. He
called for a "new birth

of freedom" and
affirmed that the
sacrifices of the

soldiers must not be in
vain. The speech
elevated the struggle
to a universal level,
linking the Civil War to
the broader cause of
democracy and human



rights.

The Gettysburg
Address remains a
masterpiece of political
rhetoric, and it
solidified Lincoln’s role
as the moral voice of
the Union. It also
revealed his ability to
see beyond the
immediate chaos of
war and envision a
more perfect Union.

The Road
to
Victory:
Military
Strategy
and

Political
Pressure

As the war entered its
third and fourth years,
Lincoln faced immense
pressure from all sides.
Copperheads (Northern
Democrats who
opposed the war)
demanded peace,
while radical
Republicans pushed for
harsher measures
against the South.
Lincoln's own re-
election in 1864 was in
doubt. The summer of
1864 brought near-
defeat for the Union,
with horrific casualties
at Cold Harbor and the
Wilderness.

But Lincoln found his
general: Ulysses S.
Grant. Grant's
aggressive

strategy—engaging the
Confederate Army of
Northern Virginia
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relentlessly, regardless
of losses—slowly
destroyed Robert E.

Lee’s forces.
Meanwhile, General
William Tecumseh
Sherman captured

Atlanta in September
1864, a victory that
secured Lincoln’s re-
election. In his second
inaugural address,
Lincoln struck a
conciliatory tone,
calling for "malice
toward none" and
“charity for all." He saw
the war as a divine
punishment for the sin
of slavery, but he also
looked forward to a
peaceful reunion.

After a series of Union
victories, Lee
surrendered to Grant
at Appomattox Court
House on April 9, 1865.
The Civil War was
effectively over.
Lincoln had preserved
the Union, abolished
slavery, and laid the

groundwork for
Reconstruction. But he
would not live to see
the fruits of that peace.

Assassina
tion and
Enduring
Legacy

On the evening of April
14, 1865, just five days
after Lee’s surrender,
Lincoln was shot by
John Wilkes Booth at
Ford’s Theatre. He died
the next morning. The
nation was plunged
into mourning.
Lincoln’s assassination
turned him into an
almost mythical
figure—a martyr for
the cause of union and
freedom.

The legacy of Abraham
Lincoln and the Civil
War is multifaceted.



Lincoln modernized the
presidency, expanded
executive power, and
set precedents for
wartime leadership.
Emancipation was
eventually codified in
the 13th Amendment,
abolishing slavery
forever. Lincoln’s vision
of a "government of
the people, by the
people, for the people"
became a guiding
principle for American
democracy.

Yet his legacy is not
without complexity.
Some criticize his
suspension of civil
liberties, while others
point out that his views
on racial equality were
incomplete by modern
standards.

Nonetheless, Lincoln’s
ability to grow—from a
politician willing to
tolerate slavery where
it existed to the author
of the Emancipation
Proclamation—shows a

10

remarkable capacity
for moral evolution.

Conclusio
n

Abraham Lincoln and
the Civil War form a
story of courage,
conviction, and
national
transformation.
Lincoln’s biography is
the biography of a
nation in crisis, and his
leadership helped steer
the United States
through its greatest
trial. From the log
cabin to the White
House, from the
debates to the
battlefield, Lincoln's
life reminds us that
principled leadership
can change the course
of history. The Civil
War ended over 150
years ago, but the
ideals Lincoln
championed—liberty,
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equality, and
democratic

resolve—remain as
relevant today as they
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were in the 1860s. In
studying his life, we
study the best of what
America can be.



