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BRINGING THE MAGIC TO PAPER:
A COMPLETE GUIDE TO DRAWING
DISNEY CHARACTERS

There  is  a  certain  kind  of  magic  that
comes with  watching  a  Disney  film.  The
characters  feel  alive,  expressive,  and
impossibly  charming.  For  many  artists
and fans, the ultimate creative challenge
is  learning  how  to  draw  a  Disney

character step by step. Whether you
are  a  complete  beginner  picking up a
pencil  for  the  first  time  or  a  seasoned
sketcher looking to refine your style, this
guide will  walk you through the entire
process.  We  wil l  break  down  the
fundamental  principles  behind  the
Disney "look," explore the essential tools
you  need,  and  prov ide  a  c lear ,
structured  method  for  bringing  your
favorite  characters  to  life  on  paper.
The allure of Disney drawing lies in its

https://www.remodelicious.com/


2

2 How To Draw A Disney Character Step By Step 2023-10-24

unique  blend  of  realism  and  fantasy.
Characters  like  Mickey  Mouse,  Elsa,
Simba,  and  Stitch  are  designed  with
specific  anatomical  shortcuts  and
exaggerated  features  that  make  them
instantly  recognizable  and  universally
appealing. By understanding these core
principles, you can move beyond simple
copying  and  start  creating  your  own
original Disney-style artwork. This guide
is  designed  to  be  your  companion  on
that  journey,  offering  practical  advice
and a repeatable framework you can use
for any character.

WHY DISNEY DRAWING IS
DIFFERENT

Before you begin sketching, it is helpful
to  understand  what  makes  Disney
character design so distinct. The "Disney

style" has evolved over nearly a century,
but  certain  elements  remain  constant.
These are the building blocks you will
use every time you learn how to draw
a Disney character step by step.

The Core
Principles of
Disney Design
Disney  characters  are  bui lt  on  a
foundation  of  simple  shapes.  Circles,
ovals,  and  spheres  form the  basis  for
heads and bodies,  while  cylinders  and
rectangles create limbs and torsos. This
shape-based  construction  allows  for
consistency and makes characters easier
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to  draw from multiple  angles.  Another
k e y  p r i n c i p l e  i s  t h e  u s e  o f
exaggeration.  Disney artists take real
human  or  animal  features  and  push
them  just  far  enough  to  c reate
personality.  Large  eyes,  a  small  nose,
and a high forehead are hallmarks of the
"cute"  Disney  face.  Similarly,  body
language is amplified. A happy character
might  have  an  impossibly  wide  smile,
while a sad character's shoulders might
slump dramatically.

Tools of the
Trade
You do not need expensive equipment to
get  started.  In  fact,  some of  the  best
Disney sketches begin with the simplest

tools. Here is what you will need for your
step-by-step drawing journey:

A Pencil: A standard HB pencil is
great for sketching, while a 2B or
4B pencil is better for shading and
darker lines.
Paper: Any smooth drawing paper
or a basic sketchbook will work
perfectly.
An Eraser: A kneaded eraser is
ideal because it can be shaped to
lift graphite without damaging the
paper.
A Sharpener: A sharp pencil
allows for fine details and clean
lines.
Reference Images: Have a clear
picture of your chosen character
on your phone or printed out. This
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is crucial when you are figuring out
how to draw a Disney
character step by step.

STEP 1: START WITH THE BASIC
SHAPES

Every Disney character, from the regal
Simba to the playful Stitch, begins as a
collection of simple shapes. This is the
most  important  stage  of  the  entire
process. Resist the urge to jump straight
into drawing eyes, noses, and mouths. If
your foundation is wrong, the rest of the
drawing will be off.

Building the

Head
Most Disney characters have heads that
are  based on  a  circle  or  an  oval.  For
human  characters,  the  head  is  often
slightly wider at the top and narrows at
the  chin.  For  animal  characters,  like
Mickey Mouse, the head is a large circle,
with smaller circles for the ears. Begin
by lightly sketching a circle in the center
of  your paper.  Do not  press too hard;
you will be erasing and adjusting these
lines  later.  Add  a  slightly  curved  line
down  the  center  of  the  face  and  a
horizontal line across the middle. These
guidelines will help you place the facial
features symmetrically.
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Defining the
Body Structure
Once the head is established, move to
the body. For a character like Elsa from
Frozen, the body is a long, elegant oval.
For a character like Mickey Mouse, the
body  is  a  pear  shape,  wider  at  the
bottom. Draw a simple line for the spine,
and  then  attach  the  limbs  as  basic
cylinders or tubes. At this stage, you are
s imply  captur ing  the  pose  and
proport ions.  A  common  mistake
beginners make is making the head too
small  or  the  limbs too  long.  Use your
reference  image  to  check  these
proportions  carefully  as  you  work
through  how  to  draw  a  Disney

character  step  by  step .

STEP 2: REFINE THE SILHOUETTE
AND ADD GUIDELINES

With  your  basic  shapes  in  place,  it  is
time to refine the silhouette. This means
tracing the outer edge of your shapes to
create  a  more accurate  outline  of  the
character.  Pay  close  attention  to  the
unique  curves  and  angles  that  define
your  chosen  character.

Creating the
Character
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Silhouette
For example, if you are drawing Mickey
Mouse,  his  silhouette  is  defined  by  his
round head,  two circular  ears,  and his
chubby,  pear-shaped  body.  If  you  are
drawing Captain Hook, his silhouette is
defined by his  sharp hat,  long coat,  and
curved hook. Look at your reference and
try  to  see  the  character  as  a  flat,  black
shape. This practice helps you focus on
the overall form rather than getting lost
in details.  Draw this refined outline over
your  bas ic  shapes ,  connect ing
everything into a single, coherent figure.

Adding Facial
Guidelines
Now  is  the  time  to  make  your  facial
guidelines  more  specific.  The  horizontal
line you drew earlier indicates the eye
line.  For  most  Disney  characters,  the
eyes sit lower on the face than they do
in real life. This is part of what makes
them look young and appealing. Draw a
second horizontal line halfway between
the eye line and the chin for the nose,
and  a  third  line  for  the  mouth.  The
vertical  center  line  helps  ensure  that
features  are  symmetrical.  For  a  three-
quarter view, this line will curve to follow
the contour of the face.
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STEP 3: DRAW THE FACIAL
FEATURES

This  is  where  your  character  starts  to
come to life. The eyes, nose, and mouth
are  the  most  expressive  parts  of  a
Disney  character,  and  they  require
careful attention. When you are learning
how to draw a Disney character step
by step, the features should always be
placed  using  the  guidelines  you  just
created.

The Eyes:
Windows to the

Soul
Disney eyes are large, expressive, and
often  reflect  a  lot  of  light.  Start  by
drawing the general shape of the eye.
For most characters, the eye is almond-
shaped,  with  the  outer  corner  slightly
higher than the inner corner. Inside the
eye, draw a large circle for the iris and
an even larger circle for the pupil. The
key to making Disney eyes look lively is
the catchlight. This is the small white
reflection  that  sits  in  the  upper  part  of
the  eye.  Usual ly ,  there  are  two
catchlights:  a  large one and a smaller
one. Draw these as solid white circles.
Add the upper eyelid, which is thick and
curved,  and the lower eyelid,  which is
much thinner  and often barely  visible.
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Eyelashes can add a lot of personality,
especially for female characters.

The Nose and
Mouth
The nose in  Disney drawing is  usually
simple and stylized. For a front view, it
might be a small oval or a gentle curve
with  two  tiny  dots  for  nostrils.  For  a
profile view, it  can be a small,  upturned
triangle. The mouth is equally important.
A  classic  Disney  smile  curves  upward,
often  ending  in  small  dimples  at  the
corners. The lips are usually simple, with
the upper lip forming an "M" shape and
the lower lip being a fuller curve. Do not
forget  to  draw  the  teeth  as  a  single
white shape, with a subtle line indicating

the separation between the upper and
lower teeth.

STEP 4: BUILD THE BODY AND
LIMBS

With the face complete, shift your focus
to  the  body.  The  body  language  of  a
Disney character conveys their emotion
just  as  much  as  their  face.  A  confident
character stands tall with their chest out,
while a shy character might hunch their
shoulders.

Drawing the
Torso and Arms
Using your basic shapes as a guide, draw
the  torso  with  more  precision.  For
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human characters, pay attention to the
waist,  chest,  and  hips.  For  animal
characters,  the  torso  might  be  more
rounded  or  elongated.  The  arms  are
typically  drawn  with  simple,  smooth
curves.  Disney  characters  often  have
hands that  are  slightly  oversized,  with
chubby  fingers  and  distinct,  rounded
shapes. Take your time with the hands;
they  are  notoriously  difficult  but
incredibly expressive. The legs follow a
similar logic, tapering down to the feet,
which are often large and rounded for a
cartoony feel.

Adding Clothing

and Details
Clothing in Disney art is not just covering
the  body;  i t  cont r ibutes  to  the
character's  personality.  Draw the  folds
and wrinkles of the fabric, but keep them
simple.  Overcomplicating  clothing  can
distract  from  the  character  itself.  For
characters  like  Moana  or  Elsa,  the
clothing flows and moves with them. For
characters  like Woody from Toy Story,
the clothing is more structured. Use your
reference to capture the key details of
the  outfit,  such  as  collars,  belts,  and
shoes.

STEP 5: INK AND ERASE
GUIDELINES

Now that your pencil sketch is complete,
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it  is  time  to  clean  it  up.  This  step
transforms  your  rough  sketch  into  a
polished drawing.

Inking Your
Drawing
Using a fine-liner pen or a darker pencil,
go  over  the  final  lines  of  your  drawing.
Start with the most important lines, such
as the outline of the character, the facial
features,  and  the  main  folds  of  the
clothing. Be careful and deliberate with
your strokes. Once you have inked the
entire  drawing,  let  it  dry  for  a  few
moments.  Then,  take  your  eraser  and
gently remove all  the pencil  guidelines
you  created  in  the  early  steps.  You
should  be  left  with  a  clean,  crisp  line

drawing.

Adding Shading
and Depth
For  an  extra  touch  of  professionalism,
add  some  shading.  Decide  on  a  light
source;  for  example,  if  the  light  is
coming from the top left,  the shadows
wil l  fal l  on  the  bottom  right.  Use
hatching,  cross-hatching,  or  simple
pencil shading to darken the areas under
the chin, behind the arms, and under the
clothing. Shading gives your drawing a
three-dimensional quality and makes it
look  more  like  a  piece  of  official  Disney
art.  This  final  step  completes  your
journey  of  how  to  draw  a  Disney
character step by step.
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COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID

Even  experienced  artists  fall  into
common  traps.  Being  aware  of  these
p i t fa l l s  w i l l  save  you  t ime  and
frustration.

Rushing the Foundation: The
most common mistake is skipping
the basic shapes and diving
straight into details. Always start
with circles and ovals.
Ignoring Proportions: Disney
characters have specific
proportions. A head that is too
small or eyes that are too high will
make the character look
unrecognizable.
Making Lines Too Dark: Early
sketches should be light and loose.
Dark lines are hard to erase and

can make your drawing look stiff.
Forgetting to Use References:
Even professional animators use
reference images. Never try to
draw entirely from memory until
you have practiced many times.
Being Afraid to Make Mistakes:
Every great drawing starts with a
messy sketch. Use your eraser
freely and do not be afraid to
redraw parts of your character.

PRACTICE ROUTINES TO IMPROVE
YOUR DISNEY DRAWING

Becoming  proficient  at  drawing  Disney
characters requires consistent practice.
Here  are  some  rout ines  you  can
incorporate  into  your  daily  or  weekly
schedule to accelerate your learning.
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Warm-Up
Exercises
Before  you  start  a  detailed  drawing,
spend  five  minutes  doing  warm-up
exercises.  Draw  circles,  ovals,  and
curved lines. Try to draw them quickly
and smoothly. This loosens up your wrist
and  helps  you  make  more  confident
strokes.  You can also practice drawing
simple  shapes  that  form  the  basis  of
Disney heads and bodies.

Character Study
Sessions
Choose  one  character  and  draw them
every  day  for  a  week.  Draw  them  in
different  poses,  from  different  angles,
and  with  different  expressions.  This
focused  repetition  will  deepen  your
understanding of that character's design.
Over  time,  you  will  find  that  you  can
draw  them  without  look ing  at  a
reference.  This  is  the ultimate goal  of
learning  how  to  draw  a  Disney
character  step  by  step .


