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EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE COX
CHANNEL GUIDE IN SANTA BARBARA

Living in Santa Barbara means enjoying stunning coastlines, a
vibrant arts scene, and a community that values both relaxation
and entertainment. When it comes to staying connected to your
favorite shows, sports, and local news, having a clear and reliable
television channel lineup is essential. For residents who rely on
Cox Communications,  understanding the Cox Channel Guide
Santa Barbara  can  transform your  viewing  experience  from
frustrating  to  effortless.  Whether  you  are  a  new  subscriber,  a
long-time customer, or simply considering a switch, this guide will
walk you through everything you need to know about navigating
your Cox TV channels in the Santa Barbara area.

Why the Cox Channel

Guide Matters for Santa
Barbara Viewers
Santa Barbara  has  a  unique media  landscape.  While  national
networks  like  ABC,  NBC,  CBS,  and  FOX  are  staples,  local
programming  holds  special  importance.  From  Santa  Barbara
Independent segments to coverage of local city council meetings
and high school sports, the Cox Channel Guide Santa Barbara
is your gateway to content that matters most in your community.
Cox tailors its  channel  lineup to reflect the region,  which means
your  guide  looks  different  from  someone  in  Phoenix  or  Atlanta.
Knowing  where  to  find  KEYT  News  (Channel  3),  KCOY  (Channel
12),  or  your  local  PBS  affiliate  KQED  (Channel  9)  is  just  the
beginning.

ACCESSING YOUR COX CHANNEL GUIDE IN SANTA
BARBARA

Before  diving  into  specific  channel  numbers,  it  is  important  to
know how to access the guide itself. Cox provides several ways to
view your programming, and the Cox Channel Guide Santa
Barbara  is  available  through  multiple  platforms  for  your
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convenience.

Using Your Cox Remote
Control
The most direct method is through your Cox cable box. Simply
press the Guide button on your remote control. This will bring up
the on-screen interactive menu. You can scroll through listings by
time, browse by category (Sports, Movies, Kids, News), or search
for a specific show. The guide updates in real time, so you always
see accurate scheduling for the Santa Barbara market. Look for
the Search or Find button on your remote to quickly locate a
channel without scrolling endlessly.

The Cox Contour App
Cox has invested heavily in its Contour platform. If you have a
Contour box or use the Cox Contour app on your smartphone or
tablet, you have a powerful channel guide at your fingertips. The
app provides the same Cox Channel Guide Santa Barbara
listings as your TV, but with added features like voice search and
personalized  recommendations.  You  can  even  set  your  DVR
recordings from the app, making it easy to never miss KEYT’s
evening broadcast while you are out enjoying the Santa Barbara
waterfront.

Online Channel Lineup Tool
For a quick reference, Cox maintains an online channel lineup
tool. By visiting the Cox website and entering your Santa Barbara
ZIP code, you can view a complete, downloadable list of channels
available  in  your  specific  package.  This  is  incredibly  useful  for
planning your viewing or comparing packages. The online tool
often provides additional details about each channel, including
HD availability and channel number.

The Printed Guide Option
While  less  common  today,  Cox  occasionally  offers  a  printed
version  of  the  Cox  Channel  Guide  Santa  Barbara  upon
request. This is a great option for those who prefer a physical
reference or for less tech-savvy family members. However, the
digital  versions are far  more updated and comprehensive,  as
channel lineups can change when new networks are added or
removed.

UNDERSTANDING THE COX SANTA BARBARA
CHANNEL LINEUP BY PACKAGE

Your  specific  Cox  Channel  Guide  Santa  Barbara  depends
entirely  on  the  TV  package  you  subscribe  to.  Cox  offers  several
tiers,  each  with  a  different  selection  of  channels.  Understanding
these tiers helps you know exactly what you are paying for and
where to find your favorite content.
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Cox Starter TV (Limited
Basic)
This  is  the  most  basic  package,  often  required  if  you  have
internet service. It provides essential local channels and a few
public access stations. In Santa Barbara, this typically includes:

Local broadcast channels (KEYT 3, KCOY 12, KTLA 5, KQED
9)
C-SPAN
Local government access channels (City of Santa Barbara
meetings, County meetings)
A few over-the-air digital networks

If you only need local news and network primetime, this may
suffice.  The  channel  numbers  for  these  local  stations  are
generally  consistent:  3  for  KEYT,  12  for  KCOY,  and  9  for  PBS.

Cox Essential TV (Expanded
Basic)
This is the most popular residential package in Santa Barbara. It
includes  everything  in  Starter  TV  plus  a  robust  selection  of
popular cable networks. You will find channels like:

News: CNN, Fox News, MSNBC, CNBC, HLN

Entertainment: TBS, TNT, USA Network, FX, AMC, Comedy
Central
Sports: ESPN, ESPN2, FS1, NFL Network
Kids: Nickelodeon, Cartoon Network, Disney Channel
Lifestyle: HGTV, Food Network, TLC, Bravo

Within the Cox Channel Guide Santa Barbara, these channels
are usually found in the 20 to 80 range, though exact numbers
can vary. Check your guide for precise placement.

Cox Preferred TV (Premium
Tier)
Stepping  up  to  Preferred  TV  adds  more  niche  and  premium
channels. This package is for viewers who want more variety. You
gain access to networks such as:

Discovery Channel
National Geographic
BET
MTV
Hallmark Channel
Additional sports packages
More movie channels

If  you  find  yourself  scrolling  past  the  same  50  channels  and
wanting  more,  Preferred  TV  is  likely  the  right  tier  for  you.
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Cox Preferred Plus and
Contour TV
The top-tier packages from Cox include everything from the lower
tiers plus hundreds of additional networks. This is where you find
extensive specialty channels, international programming, and a
massive library  of  on-demand content.  In  Santa Barbara,  this
package often includes regional sports networks that cover local
college teams and professional sports from Los Angeles and the
Bay Area. The Cox Channel Guide Santa Barbara for Contour
TV users is fully integrated with the voice remote, allowing you to
say a show or actor’s name and jump directly to the content.

Premium Channels (Add-
Ons)
Regardless of your base package, you can add premium channels
to your subscription. These include:

HBO
Showtime
Cinemax
Starz
MGM+

These premium channels are typically found in the 300 to 500

range on the Cox Channel Guide Santa Barbara, though HD
versions  often  occupy  different  slots.  Adding  these  unlocks
blockbuster movies, original series, and exclusive documentaries.

FINDING LOCAL CHANNELS IN SANTA BARBARA

One of  the  most  common questions  from Cox  subscribers  in
Santa  Barbara  is  about  locating  local  broadcast  channels.
Because  Santa  Barbara  sits  in  a  unique  media  market,  your
network affiliations may differ slightly from other areas. Here is a
quick reference for key local stations you will find in your guide:

KEYT (ABC): Channel 3
KCOY (CBS): Channel 12
KTLA (CW): Channel 5
KQED (PBS): Channel 9
KTTV (FOX): Channel 11
KNBC (NBC): Channel 4

These  channels  provide  the  backbone  of  your  local  news
coverage,  syndicated  daytime  shows,  and  primetime  network
programming. Your Cox Channel Guide Santa Barbara will list
these prominently,  often in the single-digit  or  low-double-digit
channel slots.

HD VS. SD: UNDERSTANDING CHANNEL NUMBERS

Many  Cox  subscribers  are  confused  by  duplicate  channel
numbers. In the Cox Channel Guide Santa Barbara, you will
often see two versions of the same network: one in standard
definition  (SD)  and one in  high  definition  (HD).  HD channels  are
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usually, but not always, assigned higher numbers. For example,
ESPN might be on channel 31 in SD and channel 1031 in HD.
Always check your guide for the HD designation to ensure you
are getting the best picture quality for your 4K or HD television.
Cox’s guide clearly marks HD channels with an "HD" icon next to
the channel name.

USING THE COX CHANNEL GUIDE FOR SPORTS IN
SANTA BARBARA

Sports fans in Santa Barbara have unique needs. You may want
to watch the Dodgers, Lakers, Rams, or local university teams
from  UC  Santa  Barbara.  The  Cox  Channel  Guide  Santa
Barbara  includes  several  regional  sports  networks  (RSNs)
depending  on  your  package.  Look  for  channels  like:

Bally Sports SoCal (for Dodgers, Angels, Lakers, Clippers,
Kings)
Bally Sports West (for additional regional coverage)
ESPN and ESPN2 (for national broadcasts)
Fox Sports 1 and 2
NFL Network and NFL RedZone
MLB Network
NBA TV
Golf Channel

If you are a heavy sports viewer, ensure your package includes
the RSNs, as these are often part of higher-tier packages. Use the
Sports  category  filter  in  your  guide  to  see  all  sports
programming  airing  at  any  given  time.

ON-DEMAND CONTENT AND THE CHANNEL GUIDE

The Cox Channel Guide Santa Barbara is not just for live TV. It
also integrates Cox On Demand, a massive library of movies, TV
shows, and exclusive content. When you browse the guide, you
will see On Demand listings alongside live programming. You can
browse by genre such as Kids, Movies, Music, or News. Popular
On Demand categories in the Santa Barbara area include:

Recent movie releases
Full seasons of current TV shows
Cox originals
Free programming for basic subscribers

To access On Demand, press the On Demand button on your
remote or select the On Demand tab in the guide menu. This is a
fantastic way to watch what you want, when you want, without
needing a separate streaming subscription.

SETTING UP YOUR DVR WITH THE CHANNEL GUIDE

If you have a Cox DVR or Contour DVR, the Cox Channel Guide
Santa Barbara is your control center for recordings. You can:

Browse the guide for upcoming shows
Select a show and choose Record or Series Record
Manage conflicts when two shows air at the same time
View your recording history
Set recordings remotely using the Contour app

For example, if you want to record every episode of a new series
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on TNT,  simply  find  it  in  the  guide,  select  the  future  airing,  and
choose Record Series. The DVR will automatically capture every
new episode, even if the time slot changes.

TIPS FOR NAVIGATING THE COX CHANNEL GUIDE IN
SANTA BARBARA

Here are some practical tips to get the most out of your Cox
Channel Guide Santa Barbara:

Use the Favorites Feature
Do  not  scroll  through  300  channels  every  night.  Press  the
Favorites button on your remote (often a star icon) to build a
custom  list  of  your  most-watched  channels.  You  can  create
multiple favorite lists for different family members. This is one of
the simplest ways to speed up your guide browsing experience.


