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UNLOCKING THE SECRETS OF YOUR RIDE: THE 2010
DODGE CHARGER OWNERS MANUAL

The 2010 Dodge Charger  represents  a  unique chapter  in  the
history of American muscle. It blends the aggressive, bold stance
of  a  classic  sedan with  modern performance and technology.
Whether you own the roaring V8-powered SRT8 or the reliable V6
SE  model,  this  vehicle  is  a  statement  of  power  and  style.
However, to truly master this machine, you need more than just a
heavy  foot  on  the  accelerator.  You  need  the  2010  Dodge
Charger Owners Manual.
This booklet is often relegated to the glove compartment and
forgotten, but it is the single most important document for your
vehicle.  It  is  not  just  a  collection  of  warnings;  it  is  a
comprehensive  guide  to  understanding,  maintaining,  and
maximizing  your  driving  experience.  In  this  article,  we  will
explore why this manual is essential, what critical information it
contains, and how it can save you time, money, and frustration.

WHY THE OWNERS MANUAL MATTERS MORE THAN
YOU THINK

Many drivers view the owner’s manual as a last resort, something
to  consult  only  when  a  warning  light  flashes  on  the  dashboard.
However,  the  2010  Dodge  Charger  Owners  Manual  is  a
proactive tool. It is designed to help you understand the specific
engineering quirks and features of your vehicle.
For  example,  the  2010  model  year  features  specific  electronic
systems like the Electronic Stability Program (ESP) and the tire
pressure monitoring system (TPMS). Without reading the manual,
you might misunderstand why a particular light is blinking or how
to properly reset the system after inflating your tires. The manual
explains  these  nuances  in  plain  language,  preventing
unnecessary  trips  to  the  mechanic.
Furthermore,  the manual  is  your legal  guide.  It  contains specific
safety warnings and operational  limits  that  are unique to the
Charger. Knowing these can prevent accidents and ensure you
are operating the vehicle within its design parameters.

NAVIGATING THE KEY SECTIONS OF THE MANUAL

The  2010  Dodge  Charger  Owners  Manual  is  structured
logically,  but it  is  dense. Let us break down the most critical
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sections that every owner should be familiar with.

1. Instrument Panel and
Warning Lights
This is likely the section you will reference most often. The 2010
Charger features a distinctive instrument cluster with a central
speedometer and tachometer. The manual provides a detailed
diagram of every light, from the check engine light to the tire
pressure monitor.

Understanding the HEMI® Indicator: If you own a V8
model, the manual explains the cylinder deactivation
system (MDS). It tells you why the fuel economy indicator
changes and when the engine switches to four-cylinder
mode.
ESP and Traction Control: The manual clarifies the
difference between pressing the ESP button once (partial
deactivation) and holding it down (full deactivation). This is
crucial for driving in snow or on the track.
Service Engine Soon Light: The manual provides a list of
common causes, from a loose gas cap to a more serious
engine issue. It helps you triage the problem before you
call for help.

2. Starting and Operating
Instructions
The 2010 Charger has specific starting procedures, especially for
the  powerful  SRT8  models.  The  manual  emphasizes  the
importance  of  allowing  the  oil  to  circulate  before  hard
acceleration. It also details the key fob functions, including the
remote start system (if equipped).

Remote Start Range: The manual specifies the effective1.
range of the key fob and explains how to program the
remote start for climate control.
Automatic Transmission Shifting: The manual provides2.
a step-by-step guide on using the AutoStick® feature,
allowing you to manually shift gears without a clutch. It also
explains the "sport" mode and how it changes shift points.
Break-In Period: For new owners, the manual outlines the3.
critical first 300 miles (500 km) of driving. It advises against
constant high speeds and heavy loads to ensure the engine
and drivetrain are properly seated.

3. Maintenance Schedules
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and Fluid Specifications
This is arguably the most financially valuable section of the 2010
Dodge Charger Owners Manual.  Proper maintenance is the
key to longevity, and the manual provides a detailed schedule
based on time and mileage.

Oil and Filter Change: The manual specifies the exact
viscosity of oil (e.g., 5W-20 or 0W-40 for the SRT) and the
required API certification. Using the wrong oil can void your
warranty and damage the engine.
Coolant and Brake Fluid: It lists the specific types of
coolant (OAT – Organic Additive Technology) and brake
fluid (DOT 3 or DOT 4) that are compatible with the
Charger’s sealed systems.
Spark Plugs and Belts: The manual provides the
recommended replacement intervals for spark plugs (often
100,000 miles) and serpentine belts. Sticking to this
schedule prevents breakdowns.
Severe Duty Conditions: If you drive in extreme heat,
dust, or stop-and-go traffic, the manual defines "severe
duty" and provides an accelerated maintenance schedule.
Many owners ignore this, leading to premature wear.

4. Fuses and Relays
When a power window stops working or the radio goes dead, the
fuse panel is your first stop. The 2010 Dodge Charger Owners

Manual  includes  a  comprehensive  diagram  of  the  two  fuse
boxes: one inside the cabin (under the dash) and one under the
hood (the Power Distribution Center).

Identifying the Circuit: The manual lists every fuse by
number, rating, and component (e.g., "Fuse 15 – 20 Amp –
Cigar Lighter"). This saves you from pulling out every fuse
to find the blown one.
Spare Fuses: The manual often mentions where spare
fuses and the fuse puller tool are located, typically inside
the power distribution center cover.

5. Tires and Wheels
The 2010 Charger comes with a variety of tire sizes depending on
the  trim.  The  manual  provides  critical  information  on  tire
pressure, rotation patterns, and wheel torque specifications.

Tire Pressure Monitoring System (TPMS): The manual
explains how the TPMS works and how to reset it after
rotating tires or when the sensor is replaced.
Winter Driving: It provides guidance on selecting winter
tires and the specific tire chains that are compatible with
the Charger’s wheel wells.
Spare Tire: The manual includes instructions on using the
temporary spare (donut) and the crucial warning that it
must not be driven at speeds over 50 mph.
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WHERE TO FIND THE 2010 DODGE CHARGER OWNERS
MANUAL

If you have lost your physical copy, you are not out of luck. The
2010 Dodge Charger Owners Manual is widely available in
digital format.

Mopar Official Website: Fiat Chrysler Automobiles (now
Stellantis) provides free PDF downloads of owner's manuals
for all years. You can search by year and model. This is the
most reliable source.
Third-Party Auto Manual Sites: There are several
reputable websites that host manuals for free or for a small
fee. Ensure the site is secure and the PDF is complete.
Online Forums: Great places like ChargerForum.com or
LXForums.com often have sticky threads with links to
downloadable manuals. The community also provides
supplementary tips and corrections.
Dealerships: Your local Dodge dealership can order a
physical replacement manual, though a digital copy is
usually free and faster.

BEYOND THE MANUAL: SUPPLEMENTAL
INFORMATION

While  the  2010  Dodge  Charger  Owners  Manual  is
comprehensive, it is designed for the general user. For advanced
maintenance  or  modifications,  you  may  want  to  look  at  the
Service Manual. The service manual is the technician’s version.
It  contains  detailed  wiring  diagrams,  torque  specifications  for

every  bolt,  and  step-by-step  disassembly  instructions.
The owner’s manual, however, is your daily companion. It tells
you what the owner must do, while the service manual tells the
mechanic how to do it.

COMMON QUESTIONS ANSWERED BY THE MANUAL

Here  are  a  few  specific  questions  that  the  manual  answers
directly:

What does the "Electronic Throttle Control" light1.
mean? The manual explains that this indicates a problem
with the accelerator pedal or the throttle body, often
requiring a rest or a service reset.
How do I pair my phone via Uconnect? The manual2.
provides the specific navigation path for the 2010 Uconnect
system, which is different from newer systems.
Can I use E85 fuel? Only the 3.5L V6 and 5.7L V8 engines3.
are "Flex-Fuel" capable in the 2010 model. The manual lists
which VIN codes are compatible with E85.
How do I program a new key fob? The manual outlines4.
the sequence for programming spare fobs, saving you a trip
to the dealership.

CONCLUSION

The 2010 Dodge Charger Owners Manual is more than just a
book of rules. It is a technical guide, a historical document, and a
maintenance log all in one. It empowers you to take control of
your vehicle's health, understand its sophisticated systems, and
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ensure you are driving safely and efficiently.  Whether you are a
new owner or a long-time enthusiast, take the time to read your
manual. Keep a PDF copy on your phone and a physical copy in

your  glove  box.  Your  Charger  is  a  machine  of  complex
engineering; the manual is the key to unlocking its full potential
and ensuring it roars for many miles to come.


