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UNDERSTANDING
NWEA RIT SCORES
BY GRADE LEVEL:
A COMPLETE
GUIDE TO THE
2021 NORMS

For parents, educators,
and school
administrators,
standardized
assessments provide a
critical window into
student progress.
Among the most widely
used tools in American
classrooms is the
Measures of Academic
Progress, or MAP,

Growth assessment
developed by the
Northwest Evaluation
Association, now
known as NWEA. At the
heart of this
assessment lies the RIT
scale, a stable, equal-
interval measurement
designed to track
academic growth over
time. If you have ever
looked at a score
report and wondered
what the numbers
actually mean, or how
your child compares to
peers nationally, you
are not alone.
Understanding the
NWEA RIT scores by
grade level chart


https://www.remodelicious.com/

2021 is the first step
toward making sense
of these results and
using them to support
meaningful learning.

This article provides a
comprehensive

walkthrough of the
2021 NWEA MAP
Growth norms,
explains how RIT
scores function across
different grade levels
and subjects, and
offers practical advice
for interpreting these
scores in a way that
truly benefits students.

WHAT IS THE RIT
SCALE?

RIT stands for Rasch
Unit, named after the
Danish mathematician
Georg Rasch who
developed the
underlying

measurement model.
Unlike a simple
percentage of correct

scale, meaning that
the difference between
two scores represents
the same amount of
academic growth
regardless of where a
student falls on the
scale. This design
makes it possible to
measure growth from
one grade to the next,
even across different
testing seasons within
the same school year.

RIT scores typically
range from about 100
to 300, and they are
not tied to a specific
grade level in a rigid
way. A high-achieving
third grader might
score at the same RIT
level as an average
fifth  grader, which
simply indicates that
the third grader is
performing at a fifth-
grade level in that
subject. This flexibility
is one of the scale's

answers, the RIT scale 9reatest strengths
is an equal-interval because it allows
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educators to identify
both students who
need additional
support and those who
are ready for advanced
material.

THE 2021 NORMS:
WHY THE UPDATE
MATTERS

NWEA periodically
updates its normative
data to reflect changes
in the student
population and shifts in
academic performance
over time. The 2021
norms are particularly
significant because
they incorporate data
collected after the
onset of the COVID-19
pandemic, which had
profound effects on
teaching and learning
across the country. By
using the NWEA RIT
scores by grade
level chart 2021,
educators can compare
current student
performance against a

reference group that
accounts for the
disruptions of 2020
and 2021.

The norms are based
on a large, nationally
representative sample
of students who took
the MAP Growth
assessments in
Reading, Mathematics,
Language Usage, and
Science during the
2020-2021 school
year. This dataset
includes results from
public, private, and
charter schools across
all 50 states, providing
a robust foundation for
comparison.

How the
Norms
Are



Organize
d

The 2021 norms are
typically presented in
tables that show the
mean RIT score for
each grade level at
three points during the
school year: fall,
winter, and spring.
Because academic
growth is not linear
and students tend to
show the most rapid
gains in the early
grades, these charts
provide a realistic
picture of what typical
growth looks like. For
example, a first grader
might gain 15 to 20 RIT
points between fall and
spring in Reading,
while a high school
sophomore might gain
only 3 to 5 points over
the same period. This
is entirely normal and
reflects the diminishing

marginal growth that
occurs as students
approach academic
maturity.

NWEA RIT SCORES
BY GRADE LEVEL
CHART 2021:
READING

Reading is one of the
most frequently
assessed subjects on
the MAP Growth test,
and the 2021 norms
reveal important
trends. The following
breakdown provides a
general overview of
typical RIT score
ranges in Reading for
students at various
grade levels. Please
note that these are
approximate mean
scores; individual
scores vary widely
based on a student's
instructional history,
background
knowledge, and other
factors.
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e Kindergarten:
Fall score around
140; spring score
around 160
Grade 1: Fall
score around
165; spring score
around 180
Grade 2: Fall
score around
180; spring score
around 192
Grade 3: Fall
score around
192; spring score
around 202
Grade 4: Fall
score around
200; spring score
around 208

e Grade 5: Fall

score around
206; spring score
around 213

e Grade 6: Fall

score around
211, spring score
around 217

e Grade 7: Fall

score around
215; spring score
around 220

e Grade 8: Fall
score around
218; spring score
around 223

e Grade 9: Fall
score around
221; spring score
around 225

e Grade 10: Fall
score around
224; spring score
around 227

What stands out in the
NWEA RIT scores by
grade level chart
2021 for Reading is
the steady but slowing
rate of growth as
students get older.
Early elementary
students gain ground
rapidly as they acquire
foundational decoding
and comprehension
skills. By middle school
and high school, the
focus shifts to more
complex text analysis,
vocabulary, and critical
reading strategies,
which naturally yield
smaller annual RIT



gains.

NWEA RIT SCORES
BY GRADE LEVEL
CHART 2021:
MATHEMATICS

Mathematics is the
second core subject
assessed by MAP
Growth, and its RIT
norms follow a similar
trajectory of rapid early
growth followed by
gradual slowing.
However, math scores
tend to start slightly
lower than reading
scores in the early
grades and catch up by
upper elementary.
Here is a typical RIT
range for Mathematics
based on the 2021
norms:

e Kindergarten:
Fall score around
140; spring score
around 158

e Grade 1: Fall
score around
163; spring score

around 180

e Grade 2: Fall

score around
179; spring score
around 192

e Grade 3: Fall

score around
192; spring score
around 203

e Grade 4: Fall

score around
201; spring score
around 210

e Grade 5: Fall

score around
208; spring score
around 216

e Grade 6: Fall

score around
213; spring score
around 220

e Grade 7: Fall

score around
217; spring score
around 223

e Grade 8: Fall

score around
221; spring score
around 226

e Grade 9: Fall

score around
224; spring score
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around 228

e Grade 10: Fall
score around
226; spring score
around 230

One important detail in
the mathematics
norms is that the fall-
to-spring growth
targets are often
slightly larger than
those in Reading for
the early grades,
reflecting the rapid
acquisition of number
sense, operations, and
problem-solving skills
during the primary
years. By high school,
math growth slows
considerably as
students encounter
more abstract concepts
such as algebra,
geometry, and
functions.

NWEA RIT SCORES
BY GRADE LEVEL
CHART 2021:

LANGUAGE USAGE

Language Usage is a
less commonly
discussed but equally
important subject on
the MAP Growth
assessment. It covers
grammar, punctuation,
sentence structure,
and writing
conventions. The 2021
norms for Language
Usage tend to follow a
pattern similar to
Reading, though scores
are typically a few
points lower at each
grade level:

e Grade 2: Fall
score around
178; spring score
around 190

e Grade 3: Fall
score around
190; spring score
around 200

e Grade 4: Fall
score around
198; spring score
around 206

e Grade 5: Fall



score around
204; spring score
around 211

¢ Grade 6: Fall
score around
209; spring score
around 215

e Grade 7: Fall
score around
213; spring score
around 219

e Grade 8: Fall
score around
216; spring score
around 222

¢ Grade 9: Fall
score around
219; spring score
around 223

e Grade 10: Fall
score around
222; spring score
around 226

Because Language
Usage is typically
introduced later than
Reading and
Mathematics in formal
instruction, norms are
less commonly
reported for
kindergarten and first

grade. The assessment
becomes more
meaningful starting in
second grade, when
students have
developed enough
writing skills to be
measured reliably.

NWEA RIT SCORES
BY GRADE LEVEL
CHART 2021:
SCIENCE

Science is assessed
less frequently than
the other subjects, but
it provides valuable
insight into a student's
ability to apply
scientific reasoning,
interpret data, and
understand core
concepts in earth, life,
and physical sciences.
The 2021 norms for
Science show scores
that are generally
lower than those in
Reading or Math at the
same grade level:

e Grade 3: Fall
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score around
185; spring score
around 195

e Grade 4: Fall
score around
194; spring score
around 202

e Grade 5: Fall
score around
200; spring score
around 208

e Grade 6: Fall
score around
205; spring score
around 212

e Grade 7: Fall
score around
210; spring score
around 216

e Grade 8: Fall
score around
214; spring score
around 219

e Grade 9: Fall
score around
217, spring score
around 222

e Grade 10: Fall
score around
221; spring score
around 224

Science RIT scores

tend to grow more
slowly than those in
Reading and Math,
partly because science
instruction in
elementary school is
often less intensive
and partly because the
assessment covers a
broad range of topics
that accumulate
gradually over time.

HOW TO USE THE
NWEA RIT SCORES
BY GRADE LEVEL
CHART 2021
EFFECTIVELY

Simply knowing a score
is not enough. The real
value of the NWEA RIT
scores by grade
level chart 2021 lies
in how you use it to
inform instruction, set
goals, and track
progress. Here are
several practical ways
to make the most of
this data:



Compare
Growth
Rather
Than
Status

One of the most
common mistakes
parents and educators
make is focusing too
heavily on whether a
student's score is
above or below the
grade-level mean.
What matters more is
growth over time. A
student who starts the
year significantly below
grade level but makes
above-average growth
is progressing well,
even if their score
remains below the
mean. The RIT scale is
specifically designed to
measure this growth,

10

so always look at fall-
to-spring or year-over-
year changes.

Use
Percentile
Ranks for
a More
Complete
Picture

The RIT score itself is
best understood in
conjunction with a
percentile rank. A
student with a RIT
score of 210 in Reading
during the spring of
fourth grade might be
at the 60th percentile
nationally, meaning
they performed better
than 60 percent of
their peers. The 2021
norms provide
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percentile lookup
tables that allow you to
convert any RIT score
into its corresponding
percentile for each
grade and season.

|dentify
Strengths
and

11

Weaknes
ses

The MAP Growth
assessment does more
than provide a single
score. It breaks down
performance into sub-
categories, such as
operations and algebra
in Mathematics or
informational text in
Reading. By examining



