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UNVEILING THE SPELL: THE TRUE
ORIGINS OF THE BEAUTY AND
THE BEAST ORIGINAL STORY

Few fairy tales have captured the global
imagination  quite  like  the  story  of  a
beautiful  young  woman  and  a  cursed
prince. Most people today associate the
narrative  with  the  iconic  Disney
animated musical, complete with singing
teapots and a ballroom dance. However,
the Beauty And The Beast Original
Story  is  a far  more complex,  somber,
and richly symbolic text than its modern
adaptations  suggest.  Written  in  the
salons  of  18th-century  France,  the
original tale is not just a romance; it is a
philosophical exploration of virtue, social
status, and the transformative power of
inner sight. To understand the depth of
this classic, one must look beyond the
cartoon and return to the pages of the
forgotten manuscript.
The journey of this tale is a fascinating
one. It was born in an era where fairy
tales  were  not  solely  for  children  but
were sophisticated literary devices used
by  intellectuals  to  discuss  societal
norms.  The  Beauty  And  The  Beast
Original Story was a work of literature
intended for an adult audience, layered
with  satire  and  moral  complexity.  By
examining its roots, we can see how a
story about a merchant’s daughter and a
monstrous beast evolved into a timeless

metaphor  for  looking  past  physical
appearance  to  find  the  true  nature  of
love.

THE ORIGINS: A TALE OF TWO
AUTHORS

To fully appreciate the Beauty And The
Beast  Original  Story,  one  must  first
understand  that  it  actually  has  two
distinct origin points. The narrative was
not a single, static creation but rather a
story that was significantly rewritten and
popularized over the span of just sixteen
years.

Gabrielle-
Suzanne Barbot
de Villeneuve:
The Original
Architect (1740)
The very first version of the Beauty And
The Beast Original Story was penned
by the French novelist Gabrielle-Suzanne
Barbot de Villeneuve. Published in 1740
in a collection titled La Jeune Américaine
et  les  contes  marins  (The  Young
Amer i can  and  the  Sea  Ta l e s ) ,
Villeneuve’s  story  was  a  lengthy,
intricate,  and  somewhat  meandering
novel.  This  was  not  a  short  bedtime
story.  Vil leneuve’s  version  was  a
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sprawling epic that included backstories
for  nearly  every  character.  It  revealed
that Beauty was actually the daughter of
a  fa i ry  and  a  k ing,  not  a  s imple
merchant’s child, and that the Beast was
a prince who had been cursed because
he refused to marry an evil  fairy. This
original narrative was heavily focused on
the politics of marriage and the anxieties
of class mobility. It was a story written
for  an  adult  audience,  weaving  in
complex  subplots  about  lineage  and
identity  that  were  common  in  the
literature  of  the  time.

Jeanne-Marie
Leprince de
Beaumont: The
Master Editor
(1756)
While  Villeneuve  created  the  world,  it
was Jeanne-Marie Leprince de Beaumont
who made the story famous. In 1756, de
Beaumont published a heavily abridged
and  simplified  version  of  the  tale  in  a
magazine for young ladies. She removed
the  complex  backstories,  the  fairy
po l i t i cs ,  and  the  roya l  l ineage
revelations.  By  stripping  the  narrative
down  to  i t s  core ,  de  Beaumont
transformed  the  Beauty  And  The
Beast  Original  Story  into  a  clear,
direct morality tale. Her version focused
almost  exclusively  on  virtue,  patience,
and the importance of inner beauty. It is
de  Beaumont’s  streamlined  narrative
that became the foundation for almost
every subsequent adaptation,  including
the  stage  plays,  films,  and  books  we

know  today.  She  took  a  complicated
novel  and  turned  it  into  a  universally
accessible fable.

A DETAILED SUMMARY OF THE
ORIGINAL DE BEAUMONT
VERSION

To  understand  the  structure  of  the
Beauty  And  The  Beast  Original
Story,  let us walk through the plot as
established by Jeanne-Marie Leprince de
Beaumont. This is the version that most
closely  aligns  with  the  archetype  we
recognize today.

The Merchant’s
Ruin and the
Fateful Rose
The  story  begins  with  a  wealthy
merchant who loses his fortune at sea,
forcing  his  family  into  a  life  of  rural
poverty.  The  merchant  has  three
daughters  and  three  sons.  The  two
eldest  daughters  are  vain,  proud,  and
refuse to help with the household work.
The youngest, called Beauty, is humble,
kind, and diligent. She is also universally
regarded as  the most  beautiful  of  the
three. Unlike her sisters, Beauty adapts
to her new life with grace, waking at four
in the morning to clean and cook. She
spends her spare time reading.
Years later, the merchant receives news
that one of his lost ships has been found.
Before he leaves to reclaim his fortune,
he asks  his  daughters  what  gifts  they
desire.  The  eldest  asks  for  fine  dresses
and jewelry. Beauty, however, asks only
for a single rose, as roses were rare in
the cold region they now inhabited. Upon
arriving in town, the merchant discovers
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that his cargo has been seized to pay his
debts, leaving him penniless. He returns
home in despair.

The Encounter
with the Beast
On his journey home, the merchant gets
lost in a dark forest. Seeking shelter, he
stumbles  upon  a  magnificent  castle.  He
finds the table set with food and a warm
fire,  but  no  sign  of  any  inhabitants.  He
stays the night. The next morning, as he
leaves,  he  sees  a  rose  bush  and
remembers Beauty’s request. He plucks
a  single  rose.  Immediately,  a  hideous
Beast  appears,  enraged  by  the  man’s
theft of his most prized possession. The
Beast declares that the merchant must
die for the crime of stealing a rose. The
merchant  begs  for  his  life.  The  Beast
relents only on one cruel condition: the
merchant  must  send  one  o f  h is
daughters to the castle to take his place.
If  no  daughter  comes  willingly,  the
merchant  must  return  to  die.

Beauty’s
Sacrifice and Life
at the Castle
When the merchant returns home and
tells his story, the elder sisters turn on
their  father,  blaming  him  for  their
misfortune.  Beauty,  however,  steps
forward. Without hesitation, she declares
that she will go to the Beast to save her
father’s  life.  She is  sent to the castle,
expecting to be devoured. Instead, the
Beast  treats  her  with  astonishing
gentleness.  He  dresses  her  in  fine  silks,

serves  her  sumptuous  dinners,  and
surrounds  her  with  luxury.  The  Beast,
despite  his  terrifying  appearance,  is
kind,  polite,  and  deeply  lonely.  Every
evening,  he  asks  Beauty  the  same
question: "Will  you marry me?" Beauty
always refuses,  but she feels sorry for
him. She is trapped in a gilded cage.

The Testing of
Time and the
Magic Mirror
Over  several  months,  Beauty  grows
accustomed  to  the  Beast’s  company.
She learns to look past his ugly exterior
to  see his  gentle  heart.  However,  she
misses her family. The Beast gives her a
magical  mirror  that  allows  her  to  see
what is happening at home. Seeing that
her father is sick with grief, Beauty asks
for permission to visit him for a week.
The Beast agrees, but warns her that if
she  does  not  return,  he  will  die  of  a
broken heart.
At home, Beauty’s sisters are jealous of
her  happiness  and  fine  clothes.  They
conspire  to  keep  her  past  the  week,
hoping  the  Beast  will  grow angry  and
devour  her.  Beauty  stays,  but  on  the
tenth night, she dreams that the Beast is
dying.  She uses the magical  mirror  to
see him lying lifeless in his garden.

The
Transformation
Beauty rushes back to the castle, where
she finds the Beast nearly dead. He tells
her  he  could  not  live  without  her.
Overcome with  love  and  guilt,  Beauty
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finally  declares  that  she  loves  him  and
agrees to marry him. The moment she
utters these words, the Beast transforms
into  a  handsome prince.  The  curse  is
broken. Beauty is then revealed to be a
princess,  and  they  live  happily  ever
after. Her jealous sisters are turned into
statues, forced to witness the happiness
they tried to destroy, until they repent.

THE RICH SYMBOLISM OF THE
ORIGINAL STORY

The Beauty And The Beast Original
Story  is  far  more  than  a  simple  love
story. It is packed with psychological and
social  symbolism  that  was  highly
relevant  to  its  18th-century  audience.

The Beast as a
Symbol of
Forbidden Desire
In the context of the era, marriage was
often  an  arrangement  of  convenience,
not love. A young woman was frequently
given to a man she barely knew, who
might  be  older,  gruff,  or  intimidating.
The  Beast  represents  the  terrifying,
unknown nature of  male sexuality and
the  institution  of  marriage  itself.  The
story is a metaphor for the process by
which a woman must learn to look past
the "beastly" aspects of her husband to
find  the  man  within.  It  teaches  that
submission  and  patience  wil l  be
rewarded  with  love  and  security.

The Rose: A

Symbol of
Temptation and
Sacrifice
The rose is not merely a pretty gift. In
the Beauty And The Beast Original
Story,  the  rose  represents  temptation
and  the  beginning  of  a  contract.  The
merchant steals the rose, which triggers
the Beast’s wrath. It  is the object that
forces the transaction of a daughter for a
father. It symbolizes the fragility of life
and beauty,  as  well  as  the dangerous
nature of desire. The rose is the catalyst
for the entire plot, acting as a physical
manifestation of the Beast’s vulnerability
and power.

The Sisters as a
Cautionary Tale
Beauty’s sisters are not just plot devices;
they  are  the  negative  examples  of
femininity.  They  are  vain,  lazy,  and
ungrateful.  In  de  Beaumont’s  moral
f ramework,  they  represent  the
corruption  of  aristocratic  society  that
valued  appearance  over  substance.
Their  punishment—being  turned  into
stone statues—is a stark warning about
the dangers of envy and pride. The story
argues  that  true  beauty  is  not  in  the
face, but in the actions of the heart.

MAJOR THEMES IN THE ORIGINAL
NARRATIVE

Let  us  examine  the  core  themes  that
make  the  Beauty  And  The  Beast
Original Story a masterpiece of moral
literature.
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The Power of Virtue: The story
emphasizes that inner
goodness—kindness, patience, and
selflessness—is more important
than physical appearance or social
status. Beauty’s virtue is what
ultimately saves her and the
Beast.
The Danger of First
Impressions: The Beast appears
horrifying, while Avenant (the
handsome suitor in some versions)
appears charming. The story
argues that appearances are
deceitful and that true character is
revealed over time.
Female Agency: Despite being a
product of its time, the story gives
Beauty significant power. She is
the one who chooses to go to the
castle, she refuses the Beast daily,
and she ultimately decides to love
him. The spell is broken by her
consent, not by force.
The Nobility of Sacrifice:
Beauty’s willingness to sacrifice
her own life for her father is the
act that defines her character. The
story suggests that love and
loyalty require great personal cost.

THE HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL
CONTEXT

Why did  the Beauty And The Beast
Original  Story  resonate  so  deeply  in
the  18th  century?  France  at  the  time
was  a  society  rigidly  stratified  by  class.

Marriage  was  a  social  contract,  not  a
romantic one. Young women, especially
those of the middle and upper classes,
had very little control over their futures.
The idea of marrying a "beast"—a man
of  lower  character,  older  age,  or
terrifying  reputation—was  a  very  real
fear.  The  story  offered  a  fantasy:  that
the  beas t l y  husband  cou ld  be
transformed into  a  prince  through the
patience and love of a virtuous bride. It
validated  the  powerless  position  of
women by suggesting that their suffering
would be rewarded. It was a comforting
narrative for a society built on arranged
unions.

COMPARISON: THE ORIGINAL VS.
MODERN ADAPTATIONS

It is fascinating to compare the Beauty
And The Beast Original Story with its
modern  counterparts.  The  most
significant  difference  lies  in  the  Beast’s
character. In de Beaumont’s version, the
Beast  is  genuinely  frightening  and  his
transformation is a surprise. In modern
versions, the Beast is often "cursed" to
look  like  a  monster  but  is  clearly  a
human  man  underneath.  Furthermore,
the  original  story  places  far  more
emphasis on the danger of  the sisters
and the moral lesson about family. The
Disney version, while beautiful, removes
the harsh punishment of the sisters and
the  complexity  of  Beauty’s  internal
struggle.  The  original  story  is  darker,
more moralistic, and less romantic. It is a
lesson in survival as much as a lesson


