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THE ENDURING
MAGIC OF
"CHRISTMASTIME
IS HERE" SHEET
MUSIC

Few  pieces  of  music
capture  the  wistful,
nostalgic  spirit  of  the
holiday  season  quite
like  Vince  Guaraldi’s
"Chr istmast ime  Is
Here . "  Or ig ina l l y
composed  fo r  the
b e l o v e d  1 9 6 5
television  special  A
C h a r l i e  B r o w n
Christmas,  this gentle,
jazz-infused  melody
h a s  b e c o m e  a
perennial  favorite.  For
pianists, guitarists, and

other  instrumentalists,
finding  the  right
Christmastime  Is
Here sheet music  is
the  first  step  toward
bringing  that  serene,
snowy atmosphere into
the i r  own  homes .
Whether  you  are  a
beginner looking for a
simplified lead sheet or
an advanced performer
seeking  a  fa i thfu l
t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f
G u a r a l d i ’ s
improvisational  style,
the sheet music for this
classic  tune  offers  a
rewarding  musical
journey.
In  this  article,  we will
explore  the  history
beh ind  the  p iece ,
discuss  the  various
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arrangements  and
difficulty  levels  of
Christmastime  Is
Here  sheet  music,
and  provide  practical
advice on where to find
high-quality  editions.
We  will  also  look  at
how  to  interpret  the
s o n g ’ s  u n i q u e
harmonic language and
why it remains a staple
in  holiday  repertoire.
Let  the  gentle  chords
o f  t h i s  t i m e l e s s
composition guide you
through the season.

A BRIEF HISTORY
OF
"CHRISTMASTIME
IS HERE"

Before  diving  into  the
sheet  music  itself,  it
helps to appreciate the
context  in  which  the
song  was  born.  Vince
G u a r a l d i ,  a  S a n
Francisco-based  jazz
p i a n i s t ,  w a s
commissioned to score
the  soundtrack  for

Charles  M.  Schulz’s
television  special.  The
r e s u l t  w a s  a
groundbreaking  blend
of cool jazz and holiday
cheer.  "Christmastime
Is Here" appears in the
s p e c i a l  a s  a n
instrumental  version
(with  a  later  vocal
r e n d i t i o n  b y  t h e
children’s  choir).  The
melody  is  deceptively
simple,  yet  its  chord
progression—rooted  in
m i n o r  k e y s  w i t h
u n e x p e c t e d
modulations—gives it a
bittersweet,  reflective
quality.
B e c a u s e  o f  i t s
p o p u l a r i t y ,
Christmastime  Is
Here  sheet  music
has been published in
countless  forms.  The
original  soundtrack
recording  features
Guaraldi’s  signature
relaxed swing, a gentle
left-hand stride, and a
right-hand melody that



Christmastime Is Here Sheet Music 3

3

floats  like  falling  snow.
Understanding  this
history helps musicians
approach  the  sheet
music  with  the  right
interpretive  mindset:
play  it  with  warmth
a n d  a  t o u c h  o f
melancholy, not rushed
or overly bright.

UNDERSTANDING
DIFFERENT
ARRANGEMENTS
OF
CHRISTMASTIME IS
HERE SHEET
MUSIC

When  searching  for
Christmastime  Is
Here  sheet  music,
you  will  encounter  a
w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f
arrangements.  Each
serves  a  different
purpose and skill level.
Below we break down
the  most  common
types.

Lead
Sheets
and Fake
Book
Versions
A lead  sheet  provides
the  melody  line  with
chord  symbols  above
the  staff.  This  is  the
most flexible format for
jazz musicians or those
who want to improvise.
Fake  book  editions  of
Christmastime  Is
Here  sheet  music
often include the basic
h a r m o n i c
structure—typically  in
the key of F minor or E-
flat  minor—and  allow
the performer to create
t h e i r  o w n
accompaniment. These
are ideal for guitarists
a n d  p i a n i s t s
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comfortable with chord
voicings.

Easy
Piano
Arrangem
ents
Many  publishers  offer
simplified
a r r a n g e m e n t s  o f
Christmastime  Is
Here sheet music for
beg inners .  These
reduce  the  cho rd
complexity,  simplify
the left-hand patterns,
and  often  transpose
the piece into an easier
key (such as C major or
A  minor).  If  you  are
teaching a child or are
new to the piano, start
with  an  easy  piano
version.  They  retain
the  essential  melodic
beauty  while  making
the technical demands

manageable.

Intermedi
ate and
Advanced
Solo
Piano
Transcrip
tions
For  more  experienced
players ,  the  most
r e w a r d i n g
Christmastime  Is
Here  sheet  music
comes  from  faithful
t ransc r ip t i ons  o f
Guara ld i ’ s  actua l
performances.  These
versions  capture  his
nuanced  voicings,
syncopated  rhythms,
and  characteristic  fills.
They  may  inc lude
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walking  bass  lines,
b lock  chords ,  and
m o m e n t s  o f
improvisatory freedom.
Playing  from  such  a
transcription requires a
solid command of jazz
harmony and a relaxed
sense of swing.

Vocal and
Choral
Arrangem
ents
Because  the  song
features lyrics (by Lee
Mendelson)  that  begin
with "Christmastime is
here,  happiness  and
c h e e r , "  v o c a l
arrangements are also
popular.  Sheet  music
for choir or solo voice
w i t h  p i a n o
accompaniment  is
widely available. These
versions  often  change

the  key  to  suit  vocal
r a n g e s  a n d  m a y
include  harmonies  for
SATB settings.

WHERE TO FIND
QUALITY
CHRISTMASTIME IS
HERE SHEET
MUSIC

With the rise of digital
sheet music, obtaining
Christmastime  Is
Here  sheet  music
has never been easier.
However ,  qua l i t y
varies.  Here  are  the
most reliable sources.

Official Hal
Leonard
Publications:
Hal Leonard
holds the license
for many Vince
Guaraldi
arrangements.
Their "A Charlie
Brown
Christmas"
songbook
contains a
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superb
transcription of
"Christmastime
Is Here" for piano
solo. It is widely
considered the
gold standard for
intermediate to
advanced
players.
Musicnotes.co
m and Sheet
Music Plus:
These digital
retailers offer
instant
downloads. You
can preview the
first page,
transpose the
key, and choose
from multiple
difficulty levels.
Look for the
"Vince Guaraldi"
authorized
editions.
Piano Marvel
or similar apps:
If you prefer
interactive
learning, some

apps include
Christmastime
Is Here sheet
music with
playback
features. These
are great for
practicing timing
and dynamics.
Free public
domain sites:
Be cautious with
free websites.
Many user-
submitted
versions contain
errors or
oversimplify the
harmony. If you
choose a free
arrangement,
cross-reference it
with a recording
to ensure
accuracy.

KEY FEATURES TO
LOOK FOR IN
CHRISTMASTIME IS
HERE SHEET
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MUSIC

Not  all  editions  are
created  equal.  When
e v a l u a t i n g
Christmastime  Is
Here  sheet  music,
c o n s i d e r  t h e s e
elements:

Key signature:1.
The original is in
F minor (four
flats). Some
simplified
versions use E
minor or A minor.
The original key
gives the piece
its characteristic
color.
Chord voicings:2.
Guaraldi often
used quartal
harmonies
(chords built in
fourths) and
added ninths and
thirteenths. High-
quality sheet
music will not
reduce these to
simple triads.

Rhythmic3.
notation: The
swing feel is
essential. Look
for sheet music
that indicates
swing eighths or
includes grace
notes and
syncopation.
Pedaling and4.
dynamics: A
well-edited
edition will
include pedal
markings and
dynamic
indications
(piano,
crescendo, etc.)
to guide the
performance.

TIPS FOR PLAYING
CHRISTMASTIME IS
HERE FROM SHEET
MUSIC

Once  you  have  your
Christmastime  Is
Here sheet music  in
hand,  the  real  work
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b e g i n s .  H e r e  a r e
insights  to  help  you
capture the spirit of the
piece.

Embrace
the Swing
Feel
The  sheet  music  may
not explicitly tell you to
swing, but the piece is
rooted  in  jazz.  Treat
e i g h t h  n o t e s  a s
uneven—long-short-
l o n g - s h o r t — u n l e s s
otherwise  marked.
Listen  closely  to  the
original  recording  to
internalize  the  pulse.

Focus on
the Left-

Hand
Comping
In many arrangements,
the  left  hand  plays
chord stabs or walking
bass  lines.  Keep  the
left  hand  l ight  and
rhythmic.  Do not  play
the chords too heavily;
let  them  float
u n d e r n e a t h  t h e
melody.  If  your  sheet
music  shows  block
cho rds ,  cons ide r
breaking  them  into
arpeggios  for  a  more
Guaraldi-like sound.

Pay
Attention
to the
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Bridge
The  middle  section  of
"Chr istmast ime  Is
Here"  modulates  to  a
brighter  key  (often  A-
flat major). This section
should feel like a lift—a
momentary break from
t h e  m i n o r - k e y
introspection.  Use  a
slightly  brighter  touch
a n d  a l l o w  t h e
harmonies  to  sing.

Add Your
Own
Ornamen
tation
Guaraldi was a master
o f  s u b t l e
embellishments:  turns,
mordents, and passing
tones.  Once  you  are
comfortable  with  the
w r i t t e n  n o t e s ,

e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h
adding  a  few  of  your
own.  The sheet  music
serves  as  a  roadmap,
not a prison.

WHY
CHRISTMASTIME IS
HERE SHEET
MUSIC REMAINS A
HOLIDAY
FAVORITE

There is a reason why
pianists  return  to  this
piece year after year. It
i s  n o t  m e r e l y  a
Christmas song; it is a
emotional  landscape.
The  sheet  music  for
"Chr istmast ime  Is
Here" offers a gateway
t o  a  m o r e
contemplative  holiday
experience,  far  from
the commercial frenzy.
Its  gentle  dissonances
and unexpected chord
movements  evoke the
qu ie t  beau ty  o f  a
snowy evening. Playing
from  a  well-crafted
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arrangement  allows
you to connect with the
music  on  a  deeper
level,  making  it  your
own  while  honoring
Guaraldi’s  original
vision.
Moreover,  the  sheet
mus ic  serves  as  a
teaching  tool  for  jazz
h a r m o n y .  M a n y
e d u c a t o r s  u s e
Christmastime  Is
Here sheet music  to
introduce  students  to
m i n o r  i i - V - I
progressions,  modal
interchange,  and  the
concept of "cool jazz."
It is accessible enough
for  intermediates  yet
d e e p  e n o u g h  t o
challenge  advanced
players.

CONCLUSION

In  the vast  catalog of
h o l i d a y  m u s i c ,
"Chr istmast ime  Is
Here"  holds  a  special
place.  Its  enduring
appeal lies in its ability

to evoke both joy and a
q u i e t  l o n g i n g — a
perfect  soundtrack  for
the reflective moments
of  Christmas.  Whether
you  are  a  p ian is t ,
guitarist,  singer,  or
conductor, investing in
a  quality  edition  of
Christmastime  Is
Here sheet music is a
small  step  that  yields
immense  satisfaction.
C h o o s e  t h e
arrangement  that
matches  your  ski l l
l e v e l ,  s t u d y  t h e
nuances,  and  let  the
music  transport  you.
As the familiar  chords
fill  your  room,  you  will
understand  why  Vince
Guaraldi’s masterpiece
continues  to  warm
hearts  decades  after
its  first  notes  were
heard.
So  go  ahead—search
for  that  perfect  sheet
music, sit down at your
instrument, and let the
magic  begin.  Happy
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playing,  and  happy holidays.


