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DISCOVERING THE
ENCHANTING
WORLD OF
KAMISAMA KISS
VOL 1

F o r  f a n s  o f
supernatural  romance
and shōjo manga, few
series  capture  the
heart quite like Julietta
Suzuk i ' s  be loved
creation,  Kamisama
Kiss .  The  journey
b e g i n s  w i t h
Kamisama  Kiss  Vol
1 ,  a  v o l u m e  t h a t
expertly  introduces
readers  to  a  world
where gods, yokai, and
humans  co l l ide  in
unexpected  ways.
Whether  you  are  a
long-time  devotee  of

t h e  g e n r e  o r  a
newcomer  cur ious
about  this  celebrated
series,  the first  volume
serves  as  a  magical
a n d  c o m p e l l i n g
invitation  into  a  story
brimming  with  humor,
heart,  and a  touch of
t h e  d i v i n e .  T h i s
opening  installment
lays  a  flawless
foundation  for  what
w o u l d  b e c o m e  a
cherished manga saga,
blending  everyday
teenage struggles with
the  extraordinary
responsibi l i t ies  of
godhood.

WHAT IS
KAMISAMA KISS?
AN OVERVIEW OF
THE SERIES

Before  diving  into  the
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specifics of Kamisama
Kiss Vol 1, it is helpful
to  understand  the
broader context of the
series.  Kamisama
K i s s ,  k n o w n  i n
Japanese as Kamisama
Hajimemashita  (which
translates to "I Became
a  God"),  is  a  shōjo
manga  written  and
illustrated  by  Julietta
Suzuki.  Serialized  in
H a n a  t o  Y u m e
magazine from 2008 to
2 0 1 6 ,  t h e  s e r i e s
q u i c k l y  g a i n e d  a
massive  following  for
its unique premise and
lovable characters. The
story  follows  Nanami
Momozono,  a  h igh
s c h o o l  g i r l  w h o
unexpectedly becomes
a local  deity after her
father  abandons  her
due to gambling debts.
With  nowhere  to  go,
s h e  m e e t s  a
mysterious  man  who
offers  her  his  home,
which turns out to be a

rundown  shrine.  This
act  of  charity  sets
Nanami on a path filled
with  divine  duties,
mischievous  spirits,
and  a  dangerously
handsome fox  familiar
named  Tomoe.  The
series  masterful ly
balances  comedic
moments  with  tender
romance  and  action-
packed  supernatural
encounters, making it a
standout  in  the  shōjo
genre.

WHY KAMISAMA
KISS VOL 1 IS THE
PERFECT
STARTING POINT

Every  great  s tory
n e e d s  a  s t r o n g
b e g i n n i n g ,  a n d
Kamisama Kiss Vol 1
delivers precisely that.
This volume is crafted
to  hook  readers  from
the  very  first  chapter.
It  wastes  no  time  in
establishing  the  core
conflict,  introducing
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the  main  characters,
and  setting  the  tone
for  the  entire  series.
J u l i e t t a  S u z u k i ' s
storytelling  shines  as
she weaves a narrative
that is both accessible
to newcomers and rich
w i t h  d e p t h  f o r
returning readers.  The
pacing in this volume is
expert ly  handled,
allowing  the  absurdity
of  Nanami's  situation
to  feel  grounded  in
genuine  emotion.  You
will  find  yourself
l a u g h i n g  a t  h e r
misfortunes, rooting for
her  resil ience,  and
becoming  genuinely
i n v e s t e d  i n  h e r
relationship  with  the
prickly  yet  protective
Tomoe.  For  anyone
curious about why this
series  has  earned  its
reputation,  this  first
v o l u m e  i s  a n
undeniable  testament
to  its  charm.

A
Detailed
Plot
Summary
of
Kamisam
a Kiss Vol
1
Kamisama Kiss Vol 1
opens  with  Nanami
Momozono  a t  he r
lowest  po in t .  Her
father,  a  hopeless
gambler,  has  fled  the
country  to  escape  his
debts,  leaving  her
h o m e l e s s  a n d
penniless.  Kicked  out
of  her  apartment ,
Nanami  finds  herself
alone on a park bench,
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contemplating  her
bleak  future.  It  is  at
this  moment  that  she
e n c o u n t e r s  a
h a n d s o m e  b u t
enigmatic  man  being
chased by a dog. After
she  helps  him  chase
the animal away, he is
gra te fu l  and ,  in  a
moment  of  whimsy,
k i s ses  he r  on  the
forehead. He then tells
her he will give her his
home, presses his card
into  her  hand,  and
disappears.
Following  the  address
on  the  card,  Nanami
discovers  that  the
"home"  is  actually  a
dilapidated,  run-down
shrine on the outskirts
of town. Confused but
desperate,  she  enters
the  shrine,  where  she
i s  i m m e d i a t e l y
confronted  by  two
shrine  attendants:  a
grumpy,  white-haired
fox-eared  man  named
Tomoe  and  a  small,

frog-like  spirit  named
Onikiri.  Tomoe,  who
t u r n s  o u t  t o  b e  a
power fu l  yoka i  (a
supernatural  spirit),  is
less than thrilled about
he r  p resence .  He
quickly reveals that the
m a n  w h o  k i s s e d
Nanami  was  Mikage,
the previous land god
of the shrine, and that
N a n a m i  h a s
inadvertently  been
made  the  new  deity.
Tomoe  was  bound  to
serve the land god, but
he has no intention of
serving  a  human  girl.
He attempts to kill her
in  order  to  break  the
c o n t r a c t ,  b u t  i s
s topped  when  the
contract  manifests,
showing  that  Tomoe
will die if he harms his
new master.
From  this  point,  the
volume follows Nanami
as  she  struggles  to
understand  her  new
role.  She learns about
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the world of yokai and
spirits,  including  a
terrifying  encounter
with a snake yokai that
threatens her life. In a
p i v o t a l  m o m e n t ,
Nanami  demonstrates
her  inherent  kindness
and bravery, earning a
s m a l l  a m o u n t  o f
respect  from  Tomoe.
She  also  begins  to
learn  how  to  use  her
new  divine  powers,
such  as  the  ability  to
c rea te  sh i k i gami
(paper  talismans  that
can  transform  into
servants).  The  volume
ends  wi th  Nanami
beginning  to  accept
her  fate,  deciding  to
make the  best  of  her
strange  new life  as  a
g o d ,  e v e n  i f  h e r
familiar would prefer to
see her gone. This first
vo lume  per fec t l y
encapsu la tes  the
series' core dynamic: a
reluctant,  bickering
partnership that slowly

begins  to  bloom  into
something deeper.

MAIN CHARACTERS
INTRODUCED IN
KAMISAMA KISS
VOL 1

The  strength  of  any
s t o r y  l i e s  i n  i t s
c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d
Kamisama Kiss Vol 1
introduces a cast  that
i s  i m m e d i a t e l y
m e m o r a b l e  a n d
e n d e a r i n g .  E a c h
character  is  layered
wi th  persona l i ty ,
qu i r ks ,  and  c l ea r
motivations  that  drive
the narrative forward.

Nanami
Momozon
o: The
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Reluctant
Goddess
Nanami is the heart of
the  series.  She  is  a
d e t e r m i n e d ,
r e s o u r c e f u l ,  a n d
incredibly  kind  young
woman.  Despite  being
abandoned  and  left
w i th  noth ing ,  she
doesn't wallow in self-
p i ty  fo r  l ong .  Her
resilience is one of her
defining  traits.  In
Kamisama  Kiss  Vol
1, we see her adapt to
h e r  b i z a r r e
circumstances  with  a
mix of panic, courage,
and  a  surpr is ingly
s t r o n g  s e n s e  o f
responsibility.  She  is
not  a  typical  shōjo
h e r o i n e ;  s h e  i s
scrappy, willing to get
her  hands  dirty,  and
has  a  sharp  tongue
that she isn't afraid to
use  against  Tomoe.

Her  character  growth
throughout  the  series
is  substantial,  but  the
seeds  of  that  growth
are  planted  firmly  in
this  first  volume.

Tomoe:
The
Grudging
Fox
Familiar
Tomoe is a fox yokai of
immense power and a
d i s t i n c t  l a c k  o f
patience. He is cynical,
arrogant,  and  initially
v i e w s  h u m a n s  a s
benea th  h im .  H i s
i n t r o d u c t i o n  i n
Kamisama Kiss Vol 1
is  memorable  for  his
out r ight  host i l i ty
towards Nanami. He is
a  complex  character;
his  long  history  has
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made  him  bitter,  but
his  sense  of  duty  is
strong.  The  volume
hints at a deeper past,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  h i s
relationship  with  the
previous  god,  Mikage.
Tomoe's  dynamic with
Nanami  is  the  central
relationship  of  the
ser ies,  and  in  th is
v o l u m e ,  i t  i s
established  as  a  fiery,
c o n t e n t i o u s
partnership that is ripe
for  development.  His
handsome  human
form,  complete  with
fox  ears  and  a  tai l ,
makes  him an  instant
fan favorite.

Mikage:
The
Mysteriou

s
Previous
God
M i k a g e  i s  t h e
enigmatic  figure  who
sets the entire plot into
motion.  He  appears
briefly at the beginning
of  Kamisama  Kiss
Vol 1, but his influence
looms  large  over  the
entire  story.  He  is  a
m i s c h i e v o u s  a n d
powerful deity with his
own  hidden  agenda.
His decision to transfer
his  divine  duties  to
Nanami  is  init ial ly
presented as a random
act of kindness, but the
volume hints that there
is  much  more  to  his
p l a n .  H e  i s  a
c h a r i s m a t i c  a n d
somewhat  chaot ic
presence  who  adds  a
layer of mystery to the
narrative right from the
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start.

KEY THEMES
EXPLORED IN
KAMISAMA KISS
VOL 1

Even in its first volume,
K a m i s a m a  K i s s
delves  into  several
meaningful  themes
that  resonate  with
readers. These are not
just  superficial  plot
points; they are woven
into  the  fabric  of  the
s t o r y  a n d  t h e
c h a r a c t e r s '
interactions.

Responsibility
and Duty:
Nanami is thrust
into a role she
never asked for,
but she slowly
learns to
embrace the
responsibilities
that come with
being a god. This
theme is central
to her character

arc in
Kamisama Kiss
Vol 1.
Found Family:
Having been
abandoned by
her biological
father, Nanami
begins to form a
new,
unconventional
family at the
shrine. The
dynamic she
develops with
Tomoe, Onikiri,
and the other
spirits is a
powerful
exploration of
what it means to
belong.
Kindness and
Resilience:
Nanami's
kindness is not a
weakness; it is
her greatest
strength. In this
volume, her
compassion is
what allows her
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to begin earning
the loyalty of
those around
her, even a
cynical yokai like
Tomoe.
The Blending
of Two Worlds:
The volume
constantly
juxtaposes the
mundane world
of high school
and teenage life
with the mystical
world of gods
and yokai. This
contrast is a
source of both
humor and
dramatic tension.

THE ART AND
VISUAL
STORYTELLING IN
VOLUME 1

J u l i e t t a  S u z u k i ' s
artwork  in  Kamisama
K i s s  V o l  1  i s  a
significant  part  of  the
book's  appeal.  Her

style is distinctly shōjo,
cha rac te r i zed  by
del icate  l inework,
expressive  eyes,  and
beautifully  detailed
panels,  especial ly
when  depicting  the
supernatural elements.
The  character  designs
a r e  i m m e d i a t e l y
recognizable and full of
personality.  Tomoe's
elegant, aloof features
a r e  p e r f e c t l y
c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h
N a n a m i ' s  m o r e
energetic  and  open
expressions. The visual
depiction  of  yokai  in
this  volume  ranges
from the comically cute
( O n i k i r i )  t o  t h e
genuinely  menacing
(the  snake  yokai) ,
showcasing  Suzuki's
versatility as an artist.
The use of screentones
and panel composition
effectively  conveys
emotion  and  action,
making the story easy
to  follow  and  visually
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engaging. The way she
draws  the  shrine  and
its  surroundings  gives
the setting a sense of
ancient  mystery  and
charm, inviting readers
into this unique world.

KAMISAMA KISS
VOL 1 VS. THE
ANIME
ADAPTATION

Many  fans  first
encounter the story of
Nanami  and  Tomoe
through  the  popular
anime  adaptation.
However ,  reading
Kamisama Kiss Vol 1
offers  a  significantly
richer  experience.
While the anime does a
f a n t a s t i c  j o b  o f
bringing  the  story  to
life  with  voice  acting
and  animation,  the
m a n g a  p r o v i d e s
deeper  character
internal  monologues,
more  detailed  world-
building,  and  subtle
nuances  tha t  a re

sometimes  lost  in  the
adaptation process.
The art  in  the manga
allows readers to linger
on  details,  absorbing
the  atmosphere  at
t h e i r  o w n  p a c e .
Fur thermore ,  the
manga  continues  the
story far beyond where
t h e  a n i m e  e n d s ,
making  starting  with
Kamisama Kiss Vol 1
essential  for  anyone
w h o  w a n t s  t h e
complete  narrative.
The anime covers  the
first  several  volumes
b u t  m a k e s  s o m e
c h a n g e s  a n d
omissions. Reading the
source  material  gives
you the unadulterated
v i s i on  o f  J u l i e t t a
Suzuki,  and  this  first
volume  is  the  perfect
place  to  begin  that
journey.

WHY THIS VOLUME
IS ESSENTIAL FOR
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MANGA
COLLECTORS AND

NEW READERS

For  manga  collectors,
Kamisama Kiss Vol 1
is the cornerstone of a
beloved series that has
stood the test of time.
It is a volume that has
been reprinted multiple
t i m e s  d u e  t o  i t s
enduring  popularity,
and it often tops lists of
recommended  shōjo
m a n g a .  F o r  n e w
readers,  this  volume
represents  a  low-risk
investment  in  a  story
that  has  captured
mi l l ions  of  hearts
worldwide. The volume
typical ly  inc ludes
bonus content, such as
author  notes and side
comics,  that  provide
i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e
creative  process.  The
writing  is  sharp,  the
humor lands perfectly,
and  the  romant i c
tension  is  palpable

f r o m  t h e  v e r y
beginning. It is, without
exaggeration,  one  of
the  strongest  first
volumes  in  the  shōjo
genre.

Tips for
Getting
the Most
Out of
Your
Reading
Experienc
e

Read at a1.
comfortable
pace: The story
is dense with
character
introductions and
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world-building,
so take your time
to absorb the
details of
Kamisama Kiss
Vol 1.
Pay attention2.
to the art:
Suzuki-sensei
often hides small
details in the

background and
in the characters'
expressions that
add depth to the
story.
Read the3.
author's notes:
The bonus
content at the
end of the
volume is often


