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INTRODUCTION:
THE UNLIKELY
CORRESPONDENT

When  most  people
think of the serial killer
John  Wayne  Gacy,
they picture the "Killer
Clown"  who  terrorized
Chicago and murdered
at least 33 young men
and  boys.  Yet  hidden
within  the  gruesome
h i s t o r y  o f  o n e  o f
A m e r i c a ' s  m o s t
notorious murderers is
a story that is far less
known  but  equal ly
chilling:  the  story  of
Jason Moss. Moss was
not  a  detect ive ,  a
journalist,  or  a  victim.

H e  w a s  a  c o l l e g e
student—a young man
driven  by  an  intense
curiosity  about  the
criminal  mind.  What
began as an academic
project  spiraled into a
dark,  manipulative
correspondence  that
would  change  his  life
forever.  The  saga  of
Jason  Moss  John
Wayne  Gacy  i s  a
cautionary  tale  about
the seductive nature of
e v i l  a n d  t h e
psychological  cost  of
getting too close to a
predator.

WHO WAS JOHN
WAYNE GACY?

To  understand  the
g r a v i t y  o f  t h e
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interaction  between
Jason  Moss  and  John
Wayne  Gacy,  we  first
need to appreciate who
Gacy was. John Wayne
Gacy was an American
serial killer who raped,
tortured, and murdered
at  least  33  teenage
boys  and  young  men
between  1972  and
1978.  He  was  known
for  dressing  as  "Pogo
the Clown," a character
h e  p e r f o r m e d  a t
children's  parties  and
char i ty  events—a
grotesque  irony  given
his  cr imes.  Gacy's
victims  were  often
lured to his home with
promises  of  work  or
money ,  whe re  he
would  overpower  and
assault  them.  Most  of
the bodies were buried
in  the  crawl  space
beneath his house. He
was convicted in 1980
and spent  the  rest  of
his  life  on  death  row
until  his  execution  by

lethal injection in 1994.
Gacy  was  a  master
m a n i p u l a t o r ,  a
n a r c i s s i s t ,  a n d  a
p s y c h o p a t h  w h o
d e l i g h t e d  i n
p s y c h o l o g i c a l
games—traits  that
would  la ter  prove
c e n t r a l  t o  h i s
relationship with Jason
Moss.

WHO WAS JASON
MOSS?

J a son  Moss  was  a
br ight ,  ambi t ious
young  man  f rom  a
middle-class  family  in
Nevada. In 1993, while
he was a senior at the
University  of  Nevada,
Las Vegas, he became
fascinated  with  the
psychology  of  serial
killers.  For  his  senior
thesis, Moss decided to
go  beyond  textbooks
a n d  a c a d e m i c
research. He wanted to
understand what made
these  men  t ick  by
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a c t u a l l y
communicating  with
them.  He  selected  a
handful  of  notorious
ki l lers  serving  l i fe
sentences  or  awaiting
execut ion,  and  he
c r a f t e d  a  r i s k y
strategy:  he  would
pose  as  a  cr iminal
h imsel f .  He  wrote
letters  to  killers  such
as  Jeffrey  Dahmer,
Richard Ramirez (the
Night  Stalker),  and,
most  notably,  John
Wayne  Gacy.  Moss
pretended  to  be  a
violent, troubled young
man who admired their
cr imes  and  shared
their  dark  fantasies.
His  goal  was  to  earn
t h e i r  t r u s t  a n d ,
ult imately,  secure
prison  interviews.
The  correspondence
with Gacy proved to be
the  most  intense,  the
most  revealing,  and
the  most  dangerous.
The  story  of  Jason

Moss  John  Wayne
Gacy  i s  not  jus t  a
footnote  in  criminal
h i s t o r y ;  i t  i s  a
dramatic,  real- l i fe
psychological thriller.

THE LETTERS: A
DANGEROUS GAME

Moss's
Strategy
Moss  knew  that  to
c a p t u r e  G a c y ' s
attention, he needed to
create a character that
Gacy  would  find
c o m p e l l i n g .  H e
invented  a  persona
named  "Nathan,"  a
teenager  who  claimed
t o  h a v e  a l r e a d y
committed  violent
c r i m e s  a n d  w h o
expressed  a  twisted
admiration  for  Gacy's
methods.  Moss  even
w e n t  s o  f a r  a s  t o
fabricate details  about
h is  own  supposed



4

4 Jason Moss John Wayne Gacy 2025-06-30

victims.  This  approach
worked  immediately.
Gacy,  who  thrived  on
admiration and control,
latched onto the young
correspondent.  Over  a
period  of  months,  the
letters  between Jason
M o s s  a n d  J o h n
Wayne  Gacy  grew
longer,  more intimate,
and  more  disturbing.
Gacy  began  to  see
Moss  as  a  protege,
someone  he  could
mentor  in  the  arts  of
manipu lat ion  and
violence.

Gacy's
Manipulat
ion
Gacy was not a passive
r e s p o n d e n t .  H e
d e m a n d e d
photographs,  asked
personal  questions,
and  a t tempted  to

establish  a  sense  of
ownership  over  Moss.
In  return,  he  offered
advice on how to avoid
police  detection  and
how to control victims.
The  correspondence
became  a  b i za r re
g a m e  o f  c a t  a n d
mouse,  w i th  Moss
constantly  having  to
maintain  h is  fa lse
identity while trying to
steer the conversation
toward  his  academic
i n t e r e s t s .  G a c y ,
however, was a master
o f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l
man ipu la t ion .  He
sensed that Moss was
perhaps  not  as  cold-
b l o o d e d  a s  h e
pretended,  but  he
enjoyed  the  game
nonethe less .  The
letters revealed Gacy's
relentless  need  for
control,  even  from
behind bars. He wrote
a b o u t  h i s  o w n
c h i l d h o o d ,  h i s
fantas ies,  and  his
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desire to meet Moss in
p e r s o n .  I t  w a s  a
dangerous escalation.

THE MEETING:
STEPPING INTO
THE LION'S DEN

The  c l imax  o f  the
Jason  Moss  John
W a y n e  G a c y
relationship  came  in
1994 ,  when  Moss
arranged to visit Gacy
a t  t h e  M e n a r d
Correctional  Center  in
Illinois.  The  meeting
was the culmination of
m o n t h s  o f
p s y c h o l o g i c a l
grooming. Moss walked
into the interview room
with a mixture of fear
and  anticipation.  He
had  studied  Gacy's
case  files,  read  his
letters,  and  rehearsed
his  own  persona.  But
nothing  could  prepare
him  for  the  reality  of
facing  a  predatory
s e r i a l  k i l l e r  i n  a
confined  space.

The  meeting  lasted
several  hours.  Gacy
was  charming  at  first,
but  h i s  demeanor
quickly  shifted.  He
q u e s t i o n e d  M o s s
intensely,  trying  to
break  through  h is
facade.  He  spoke  in
riddles,  made  veiled
threats,  and  at  one
point,  according  to
Moss's  later  account,
tr ied  to  physical ly
assault him. The prison
guards intervened, but
the  experience  left
Moss  deeply  shaken.
He  had  entered  the
room as  a  researcher
with a plan; he left as a
trauma  victim.  The
encounter  forced  him
to  confront  the  true
nature  of  the  evil  he
had  been  studying
from a safe distance. It
was a wake-up call that
would  haunt  him  for
the rest of his life.
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AFTERMATH AND
CONSEQUENCES

Book and
Fame
After Gacy's execution
later  that  year,  Moss
turned  his  experience
into a book titled The
Last Victim: A True-Life
Journey  into  the  Mind
of  a  Serial  Killer,  co-
written  with  Jeffrey
Kottler.  Published  in
1 9 9 9 ,  t h e  b o o k
became  a  bestseller
and  cemented  Moss's
reputation as a daring
if  controversial  figure
in true crime literature.
He  appeared  on  talk
shows,  gave  lectures,
and  became  a  minor
celebrity.  The story of
Jason  Moss  John
W a y n e  G a c y
fascinated  the  public:
here was a young man
who  had  stared  into

the abyss and returned
to tell the tale.

The Cost
of
Obsessio
n
Y e t  t h e  c o s t  w a s
e n o r m o u s .  M o s s
struggled  with  post-
t r a u m a t i c  s t r e s s
disorder,  depression,
and  a  lingering  sense
of guilt. He had lied to
a  killer,  manipulated
him,  and  gained  his
t rus t  unde r  f a l se
pretenses.  But  more
troubling  were  the
accusations  that  Moss
himself  had  become
f a s c i n a t e d  w i t h
v i o l e n c e  i n  a n
unhealthy  way.  Critics
argued that his project
w a s  e t h i c a l l y
questionable—that  he



Jason Moss John Wayne Gacy 7

7

had put himself at risk
deliberately  and  had
perhaps been drawn to
t h e  d a r k n e s s  f o r
reasons  deeper  than
academic  curiosity.
Moss himself  admitted
that  the  line  between
r e s e a r c h e r  a n d
participant had blurred.

Tragic
End
In 2006, at the age of
31, Jason Moss died by
suicide.  Many  people
saw  his  death  as  a
direct  consequence  of
h is  psycho log ica l
entanglement  with
Gacy and other killers.
The  man  who  had
walked into a prison to
study a monster never
truly  escaped  that
encounter. The story of
Jason  Moss  John
Wayne Gacy  became
a  t rag ic  legend:  a
reminder  that  some

doors,  once  opened,
cannot be closed. Moss
was  not  Gacy's  last
v ic t im  in  a  l i te ra l
s e n s e ,  b u t  i n  a
psychological  one,  he
was perhaps the most
poignant  casualty  of
the  killer's  afterlife.

ETHICAL
QUESTIONS AND
LESSONS

The case of Jason Moss
raises profound ethical
quest ions  for  true
crime  enthusiasts  and
researchers.  Is  it  ever
acceptable  to  deceive
a prisoner for the sake
of research? What are
the psychological risks
of immersing oneself in
the  mind  of  a  serial
k i l l e r ?  T h e
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e
between  Moss  and
G a c y  i s  a  c l a s s i c
e x a m p l e  o f  t h e
"observer  effect,"
w h e r e  t h e  a c t  o f
observation  changes
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the observed—and the
obse rve r .  Moss ' s
methods  have  been
d e b a t e d  b y
criminologists  and
psychologists.  Some
praise his bravery and
the insights he gained
into  the  manipulative
s t r a t e g i e s  o f
psychopaths.  Others
condemn his approach
a s  r e c k l e s s  a n d
voyeuristic,  arguing
that he sensationalized
trauma  for  personal
gain.
Nevertheless,  the
study  of  the  Jason
Moss  John  Wayne
Gacy  letters  offers
valuable lessons. They
show how serial killers
like  Gacy  use  charm,
flattery,  and
manipulation to control
people—even  from  a
prison cell. They reveal
the predator's need for
a n  a u d i e n c e ,  f o r
someone  to  validate
t h e i r  t w i s t e d

worldview.  And  they
underscore  a  chilling
truth:  evil  often  looks
o rd ina ry  and  can
exercise  a  terrible
allure  on  the  curious
mind.

COMPARING MOSS
TO OTHER
CORRESPONDENTS

Moss was not alone in
writing to serial killers.
People  like  Robert
Ress le r  ( t h e  F B I
profiler) and Dr. Helen
Morrison  interviewed
m u r d e r e r s
professionally, but they
maintained  emotional
distance.  Moss,  by
contrast,  attempted to
become an insider. His
strategy of  pretending
to be a fellow criminal
set  him apart.  Bundy,
Dahmer,  and  others
received  hundreds  of
letters  from  admirers,
but few correspondents
went  as  far  as  Moss.
His  story  is  unique
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because he sought not
just  to  communicate
but  to  infiltrate  the
killer's  psyche.  The
case  of  Jason  Moss
John  Wayne  Gacy
stands  as  the  most
extreme  example  of
t h i s  d a n g e r o u s
methodology.

CONCLUSION: THE
SHADOW THAT
LINGERS

T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p
between  Jason  Moss
and John Wayne Gacy
is a haunting footnote
i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f
American crime. It is a
story of a brilliant but
naive young man who
played  with  fire  and
was burned. Moss paid
the  ultimate  price  for
his hubris, but his work

left behind a disturbing
archive  of  letters  and
observat ions  that
continue to be studied
by  those  seeking  to
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
criminal  mind.  The
name  Jason  Moss
John Wayne Gacy  is
now  forever  linked—a
testament to the fatal
attraction  between  a
student of evil and the
evil he studied. As we
r e a d  t h e i r
correspondence  or
retell  the  story,  we
must  remember  the
high cost of looking too
d e e p l y  i n t o  t h e
darkness.  Sometimes
the  monster  isn't  just
in  the  prison;  he  can
also  take  root  in  the
mind  of  the  one  who
studies him.


