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INTRODUCTION:
WHY THE
PETERBILT 579
OPERATOR’S
MANUAL IS YOUR
MOST VALUABLE
ONBOARD TOOL

Whether  you  are  a
seasoned  long-haul
driver  or  a  fleet
manager  overseeing
dozens  o f  C lass  8
t r u c k s ,  t h e  5 7 9
Operator’s  Manual
English  Peterbilt  is
far more than a booklet
tucked inside the glove
box.  It  is  the  definitive
guide to understanding

every  system,  control,
and  safety  feature  of
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
popular vocational and
over‑the‑road  trucks
ever built. The Peterbilt
Model  579  combines
aerodynamic  efficiency
with  driver  comfort,
but  to  unlock  its  full
potential and maintain
peak  reliability,  you
need  to  consult  the
official  operator
m a n u a l .  I n  t h i s
comprehensive  guide,
we  will  explore  why
this  manual  matters,
w h a t  c r i t i c a l
information it contains,
h o w  t o  u s e  i t
effectively,  and  where
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to obtain an up‑to‑date
copy. Whether you are
a  n e w  d r i v e r  o r  a
veteran technician, this
article will help you get
the  most  out  of  your
Peterbilt 579.

UNDERSTANDING
THE PETERBILT
MODEL 579

Launched  in  2012  as
the  successor  to  the
popular Model 587, the
Peterbilt  579  quickly
became  a  benchmark
for driver comfort, fuel
efficiency,  and
d u r a b i l i t y .  I t s
aerodynamic  profile
reduces  d rag ,  i t s
spacious  cab  offers
excellent  ergonomics,
and its PACCAR MX‑13
or  Cummins  ISX15
engine delivers reliable
power.  However,  even
the  best‑engineered
truck  requires  proper
o p e r a t i o n  a n d
maintenance.  That  is
precisely  where  the

579  Opera to r ’ s
Manua l  Eng l i sh
Peterbilt  becomes
indispensable.  The
manual  is  designed
and  written  specifically
for  English‑speaking
operators  and  covers
e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m
starting  the  engine to
pe r fo rm ing  da i l y
inspections.  It  is  the
authoritative source of
information that  every
driver  should  read
cover  to  cover  before
hitting the road.

Key
Differenc
es
Between
Operator
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and
Service

Manuals
A  common  point  of
confusion among truck
o w n e r s  i s  t h e
difference  between  an
operator’s manual and
a service or  workshop
manual. The Peterbilt
579 operator manual
English  focuses  on
day‑to‑day  operation,
basic  maintenance,
and safety procedures.
I t  is  meant  for  the
driver. In contrast, the
s e r v i c e  m a n u a l
conta ins  deta i led
repair  procedures,
torque  specifications,
and  wiring  diagrams
for  mechanics.  For
most  d r ivers ,  the
operator  manual  is  all
you  need  to  handle
pre‑trip  inspections,
u n d e r s t a n d i n g

dashboard  warning
lights,  adjusting  the
seat  and  s teer ing
wheel,  operating  the
HVAC  system,  and
performing simple fluid
checks.  Always  keep
the operator manual in
the  cab,  not  in  the
shop.

WHAT YOU WILL
FIND INSIDE THE
579 OPERATOR’S
MANUAL ENGLISH
PETERBILT

T h e  m a n u a l  i s
organized  into  logical
sections that mirror the
truck’s systems. While
each edition may vary
s l ight ly ,  the  core
c o n t e n t  r e m a i n s
consistent. Let’s break
d o w n  t h e  m o s t
important chapters.

1. Vehicle
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Familiariz
ation and

Controls
This section introduces
t h e  c a b  l a y o u t ,
i n c l u d i n g  t h e
instrument  cluster,
s t e e r i n g  c o l u m n
controls,  wiper/washer
contro ls ,  l ight ing
swi tches ,  and  the
infotainment system. It
explains the function of
e a c h  g a u g e  a n d
warning  l ight .  For
example, you will learn
the difference between
the DEF level  warning
and  the  check  engine
l ight ,  and  how  the
driver  information
display (DID) can show
fuel  consumption  or
tire  pressure.  Having
the  579  operator’s
manua l  Eng l i sh
Peterb i l t  h a n d y
means you never have

to guess what a symbol
means  at  night  on  a
lonely highway.

2.
Starting
and
Operating
the Truck
Starting a Peterbilt 579
is  not  as  simple  as
turning  a  key.  The
manual  details  the
pre‑start  checklist:
e n s u r e  t h e
transmiss ion  is  in
neutral,  engage  the
parking brake, turn the
ignition  to  the  “ON”
position  and  wait  for
the  g low  p lugs  ( i f
equipped)  to  cycle,
then crank the engine.
It  also  covers  special
considerations for cold
weather  s tar t ing,
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j u m p ‑ s t a r t i n g
procedures, and how to
use  the  engine  brake
or  exhaust  brake.  For
those  driving  a  579
equipped  with  the
PACCAR  automated
transmiss ion,  the
manual  explains  the
unique  shift  logic  and
how  to  use  manual
mode  f o r  g rea te r
engine  braking  on
steep  grades.

3. Daily
Inspectio
n and
Preventat
ive
Maintena

nce
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
valuable  sections  of
the  Peterbilt  579
operator  manual
English  is  the  daily
inspection  checklist.  It
g u i d e s  y o u
step‑by‑step  through
checking  engine  oil
level,  coolant  level,
power  steering  fluid,
windshield  washer
fluid,  tire  inflation  and
tread  depth,  brake
system  air  pressure,
lights,  and  reflective
markers.  The  manual
a l s o  i n c l u d e s  a
“ 7 ‑ m i n u t e
walk‑around”  checklist
t h a t  c o m m e r c i a l
dr ivers  can  use  to
comply  with  FMCSA
i n s p e c t i o n
requ i rements .  By
f o l l o w i n g  t h e s e
procedures every day,
you greatly reduce the
risk of breakdowns and
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roadside violations.

4. Cab
Comfort
and
Climate
Control
Peterbilt places a high
pr io r i ty  on  dr iver
c o m f o r t ,  a n d  t h e
manual  covers  the
HVAC system in detail.
You  will  find
explanations  for  the
automatic temperature
contro l ,  aux i l iary
heating  and  cooling
options  (such  as  the
optional bunk heater or
roo f ‑mounted  a i r
conditioner),  and  how
to operate the sleeper
compartment  climate
controls.  If  your  579
h a s  t h e  p r e m i u m
interior  package,  the

manual  will  show you
how  to  ad jus t  the
air‑ride  driver’s  seat
with  lumbar  support
and  how  to  use  the
integrated  refrigerator
or  microwave  prep
area.  A  comfortable
driver  is  a  more  alert
and safer driver.

5. Safety
Systems
and
Warnings
Modern  trucks  are
e q u i p p e d  w i t h
a d v a n c e d  s a f e t y
technologies,  and  the
579  Opera to r ’ s
Manua l  Eng l i sh
Peterbilt  explains
them all. This includes
the collision mitigation
system  (if  equipped),
l a n e  d e p a r t u r e
warnings,  adaptive
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cruise control, and the
s t a b i l i t y  c o n t r o l
system.  The  manual
also  describes  proper
use  of  the  exhaust
brake  and  Jake  brake
on slippery roads, how
to  secure  the  truck
when parked,  and the
importance of the seat
belt and airbag system.
Pay close attention to
the  warnings  about
exhaust  temperatures
and the dangers of hot
engine components.

WHERE TO OBTAIN
AN OFFICIAL 579
OPERATOR’S
MANUAL IN
ENGLISH

Owners  and  operators
often ask, “Where can I
g e t  a  c o p y  o f  t h e
Peterbilt  579  operator
manual  in  English?”
The good news is that
there  a re  severa l
legitimate  sources,
b o t h  d i g i t a l  a n d
printed.

Authorized
Peterbilt
Dealerships:
Your local
Peterbilt dealer
can order a
printed manual
for your specific
model year and
VIN. This is the
most reliable
option, as it will
be tailored to
your truck’s
exact
configuration
(e.g., MX‑13
engine vs.
Cummins,
12‑speed vs.
18‑speed, etc.).
Peterbilt
Official
Website:
Peterbilt offers
free PDF
downloads of
operator
manuals for
many current
and legacy
models, including
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the 579.
Navigate to the
“Owners &
Service” section,
enter your VIN or
select the model,
and download
the PDF. This is
the fastest way
to get a copy you
can store on a
tablet or
smartphone.
Third‑Party
Manual
Retailers:
Websites like
“ManualsOnline”
or
“ServiceManualP
DF” often carry
scanned versions
of older manuals,
but be
cautious—they
may not be the
latest revision.
Always
cross‑reference
the publication
date with
Peterbilt’s official

documentation.
Used Truck
Dealer or
Previous
Owner: If you
purchased a
used Peterbilt
579, the manual
may already be
in the cab. If
missing, contact
the previous
owner or the
dealer to see if
they have a
copy.

HOW TO
EFFECTIVELY USE
YOUR 579
OPERATOR’S
MANUAL

Simply  owning  the
manual is not enough;
you need to know how
to  use  it  efficiently.
Here are practical tips
for  getting  the  most
o u t  o f  t h e  5 7 9
operator  manual
English  Peterbilt :
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Read the1.
“Quick
Reference”
section first.
Most manuals
begin with a
one‑or two‑page
summary of
essential controls
and warnings.
Memorize this
before your first
trip.
Tab the index.2.
Use sticky notes
or tabs to mark
sections you
frequently
reference, such
as fluid
specifications,
turning radius,
and fuse box
locations.
Keep it3.
accessible.
Store the manual
in the driver‑side
door pocket or
the center
console, not
buried under

sleeping bags.
For digital
copies, save the
PDF to your
phone’s home
screen for offline
access.
Review before4.
seasonal
changes. Winter
driving, summer
heat, or
mountain routes
require different
preparation.
Re‑read the
cold‑weather
starting
instructions and
brake system
checks before
winter and the
AC system tips
before summer.
Use it for5.
training. If you
have multiple
drivers operating
the same truck,
the manual
serves as a
consistent
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training
reference.
Encourage all
drivers to read
the safety and
pre‑trip sections.

COMMON
QUESTIONS ABOUT
THE PETERBILT
579 MANUAL

Is the 579
Operator’
s Manual
the Same
for All
Model
Years?
Not exactly. While the
base  in fo rmat ion
r e m a i n s  s i m i l a r ,

Peterbilt  periodically
updates the manual to
reflect  changes  in
emissions  systems,
infotainment  software,
and safety options. For
example, a 2020 model
may  have  a  different
DPF  regenerat ion
procedure than a 2016
model. Always use the
manual  that  matches
your  truck’s  specific
build date. You can find
the publication number
on the spine or cover,
or look for “Rev. X” on
the first page.

Can I Use
the
Manual
for a
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Peterbilt
567 or

389?
The  579  Operator’s
Manua l  Eng l i sh
P e t e r b i l t  i s
model‑specific.
A l t h o u g h  m a n y
controls  are  similar
across  the  Peterbilt
lineup,  the  579  has
unique  features  such
as  the  wrap‑around
dash,  the  optional
PACCAR  MX  engine,
and the sleeper layout.
Using  a  manual  for  a
different  model  may
lead  you  to  incorrect
procedures  or  missing
information.  Always
o b t a i n  t h e  e x a c t
manual for your 579.

What If
My
Manual Is
in
Spanish
or Other
Language
s?
Peterbilt  offers
multilingual manuals. If
you  need  an  English
version,  specify  when
ordering.  Many  PDF
downloads allow you to
select  language.  The
official  website
p rov ides  the  579
operator  manual
English as a separate
file.  Do  not  rely  on
automatic translations,



12

12 579 Operator 39s
Manualenglishpeterbilt

2023-09-17

as technical terms can
be misinterpreted.

BEST PRACTICES
FOR MAINTAINING
YOUR OPERATOR’S
MANUAL

Y o u r  m a n u a l  i s  a
reference  tool,  but  it
can wear out. Protect it
f r o m  s p i l l s ,  U V
damage,  and constant
folding. Consider these
tips:

Place the manual
in a waterproof
zippered binder
or clear plastic
sleeve.
Make a digital
backup: scan
every page or
keep the PDF on
a cloud drive.
Replace the
manual if pages
become torn or
unreadable.
When selling or
trading the truck,
leave the manual

for the next
owner—it is an
asset that
increases the
vehicle’s value.

CONCLUSION:
YOUR ROADMAP
TO A LONGER,
SAFER TRUCK LIFE

The  579  Operator’s
Manua l  Eng l i sh
Peterbilt  is  far  more
than  an  accessory—it
is the key to safe and
efficient  operation  of
one of the finest trucks
on  the  road.  From
u n d e r s t a n d i n g
dashboard  icons  to
pe r fo rm ing  da i l y
i n s p e c t i o n s  a n d
m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e
climate  system,  the
m a n u a l  p u t s  a l l
essential knowledge at
your  fingertips.
Whether you download
a  free  PDF  from  the
official  Peterbilt
website  or  secure  a
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printed  copy  from  a
dealership,  make  sure
you read it, understand
it, and use it every day.
A  w e l l ‑ i n f o r m e d
operator  not  on ly
extends the life of the
truck but also reduces
downtime  and,  most
importantly, keeps the

h i g h w a y  s a f e  f o r
everyone. So next time
you climb into the cab
of  your  Model  579,
take  a  moment  to
thank  the  engineers
who  designed  it—and
then open the manual
to  learn  something
new.


