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UNDERSTANDING AMAZON SHIPPING COSTS TO NEW ZEALAND: A COMPLETE
GUIDE

Ordering from Amazon and having it delivered to New Zealand can be an exciting prospect, offering
access to millions of products that may not be readily available locally. However, one of the biggest
concerns for Kiwis is the cost of international shipping. Amazon shipping costs to NZ are influenced
by several factors, from the seller's location to the shipping speed you choose. In this
comprehensive guide, we'll break down everything you need to know about Amazon shipping costs
to New Zealand, how to calculate them, ways to save money, and what to expect in terms of
customs duties and taxes. Whether you're a seasoned Amazon shopper or a first-time buyer, this
article will help you navigate the process with confidence.

HOW AMAZON SHIPPING TO NEW ZEALAND WORKS

Amazon does not have a dedicated local website or fulfilment centre in New Zealand, but it ships
internationally to NZ from its US, UK, Australian, and other global marketplaces. The shipping costs
to New Zealand depend on the specific Amazon site you use, the product category, weight,
dimensions, and the shipping method you select. Amazon offers both standard and expedited
international shipping options, and in some cases, you may also qualify for free shipping if your
order meets a minimum spend threshold.

Amazon Global Shipping and Its Impact on
Costs

Many items sold directly by Amazon (or fulfilled by Amazon) are eligible for the AmazonGlobal
program. For Amazon shipping costs to NZ, this program provides a clear upfront estimate of
shipping fees, import fees, and any applicable duties at checkout. This means you won't face
surprise charges when your package arrives. However, third-party sellers who handle their own
shipping may calculate rates differently, often using their own courier services rather than Amazon's
integrated system. Always check the product page for the “Ship to New Zealand” filter to see
eligible items.

The final Amazon shipping cost to New Zealand can vary widely. Understanding the key factors will
help you estimate costs more accurately before you proceed with checkout.

* Product Weight and Dimensions: Heavier and larger items cost significantly more to ship.
A small book may cost under $10 NZD in shipping, while a large piece of furniture could
exceed $100 NZD.

e Shipping Speed: Standard shipping (usually 7-14 business days) is cheaper than expedited
shipping (2-5 business days). Premium options like Priority Shipping can be two to three times
more expensive.

e Seller Location: Items shipped from the US Amazon warehouse often have different rates
than those from the UK or Australian warehouse. Australian Amazon may offer lower shipping
costs to NZ due to proximity.

* Product Category: Some categories like electronics and books have lower shipping fees,
while bulky or hazardous items (e.qg., batteries, liquids) incur surcharges.

e Import Duties and Taxes (IDT): Amazon often collects an Import Fees Deposit upfront,
which covers New Zealand Customs duties and GST (Goods and Services Tax). This amount
varies based on the product value and type.

e Promotions and Free Shipping Offers: Occasionally, Amazon offers free shipping to NZ on
orders above a certain amount (e.g., $60 USD or $100 NZD). These promotions are usually
time-limited and apply only to eligible items sold by Amazon.

COMPARING AMAZON SHIPPING COSTS BY MARKETPLACE

New Zealand shoppers can access several Amazon marketplaces. Below we compare typical
Amazon shipping costs to NZ from the three most popular sources.

Amazon.com (US)

The US site offers the widest selection of products. For a standard small item, shipping costs
typically range from $8 to $20 NZD. For medium-sized packages (e.g., a pair of shoes), expect
$15-$35 NZD. Larger items like a laptop printer can cost $50-$80 NZD. Amazon also collects an
Import Fees Deposit, often between 10% and 15% of the item price, to cover NZ GST and customs.
Expedited shipping can double or triple these amounts.
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Amazon.com.au (Australia)

Amazon Australia is geographically closer, which often results in lower Amazon shipping costs to NZ.
Standard shipping for small items is around $5-$12 NZD, and medium packages may cost $10-$25
NZD. Australian Amazon also frequently runs free shipping promotions for orders over $39 AUD
(about $42 NZD). However, the product selection is more limited than the US site. Import duties are
still applicable but are generally included in the checkout total.

Amazon.co.uk (UK)

Amazon UK can be competitive for certain British or European brands. Shipping costs from the UK to
NZ are slightly higher than from the US due to distance. A small item may cost $10-$18 NZD, and
medium packages $20-$40 NZD. The UK site also charges an Import Fees Deposit, and delivery
times are comparable to the US (7-14 business days standard).

HOW TO CALCULATE AMAZON SHIPPING COSTS TO NZ BEFORE YOU CHECKOUT

Calculating Amazon shipping costs to NZ is easy once you know where to look. Follow these steps:

1. Set your shipping address to New Zealand in your Amazon account settings. This will
display accurate shipping estimates for all products.

2. Use the filters on the left sidebar. Select “Ship to New Zealand” to see only items eligible for
international shipping.

3. Add an item to your cart and proceed to the shipping options page. You'll see the total
shipping cost (including estimated import fees) for each speed option.

4. Review the order total before payment. The “Order Total” includes the item price, shipping
cost, and any Import Fees Deposit. No additional charges should be due upon delivery.

Important: If a third-party seller does not use Amazon’s global shipping program, they may not
include import fees upfront. In that case, you might be responsible for paying GST and customs
clearance fees separately - which can add to the total Amazon shipping costs to NZ.

CUSTOMS, DUTIES, AND GST: WHAT ADDS TO YOUR BILL?

New Zealand Customs assesses a Goods and Services Tax (GST) of 15% on imported goods valued
over $1,000 NZD (as of 2024). However, for items under $1,000 NZD, GST is generally not charged if
the seller does not collect it. Amazon’s Import Fees Deposit ensures that for eligible items, the
correct GST and any duties are paid upfront. For orders over $1,000 NZD, you may need to complete
a customs declaration, and Amazon will handle the process if you choose AmazonGlobal delivery.
Always check the “Import Fees Deposit” line in your order summary. This is a firm estimate; if the
actual duty is lower, Amazon refunds the difference, and if higher, Amazon covers the extra cost (for
AmazonGlobal shipments).

TIPS TO REDUCE AMAZON SHIPPING COSTS TO NEW ZEALAND

Saving money on Amazon shipping costs to NZ is possible with a few smart strategies. Here are
some proven tips:

e Combine items into one order: Amazon often provides consolidated shipping, meaning you
pay one shipping fee for multiple items in the same order. Look for items that ship from the
same warehouse to save.

e Choose standard shipping over expedited: Unless you urgently need an item, standard
international shipping can save you 40-60% compared to faster options.

* Look for free shipping promotions: Amazon Australia, for example, often offers free
shipping to NZ for orders over a certain threshold. Keep an eye on banner ads or set up price
alerts.

e Buy multiple items from the same seller: Some third-party sellers offer combined
shipping discounts. Contact the seller before ordering to inquire.

e Consider Amazon AU first: Because of lower base shipping rates and frequent deals,
Amazon.com.au can be much cheaper for New Zealand customers than Amazon.com for
similar products.

e Use a freight forwarder (NZPost YouShop or similar): If a seller doesn’t ship directly to
NZ, you can use a US or UK forwarding address. This may reduce shipping costs if you
consolidate several packages, but be aware of additional handling fees and long transit times.

COMPARING AMAZON SHIPPING COSTS TO NZ WITH OTHER ONLINE RETAILERS

While Amazon is a giant, it’s not always the cheapest option for shipping to New Zealand. Other
international retailers like AliExpress, eBay, or specialized US stores may offer lower or higher
shipping costs. For example, AliExpress often provides free shipping on small items, but delivery can
take 4-8 weeks. On the other hand, Amazon’s reliable tracking and upfront import fees make it more
transparent. Specialist stores like Book Depository (now part of Amazon) offer free shipping but
limited product categories. Always compare total landed costs (item price + shipping + duties)
before purchasing.

Pros and Cons of Using Amazon for NZ
Orders

e Pros: Huge selection, transparent pricing with import fees included, reliable tracking, good
customer service for returns, and occasional free shipping deals.

e Cons: shipping costs can be high for heavy or bulky items, longer delivery times compared to
local retailers, and potential currency conversion fees from your NZ bank.
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COMMON MISTAKES THAT INCREASE AMAZON SHIPPING COSTS TO NZ

Avoid these pitfalls to keep your Amazon shipping costs to NZ under control:

* Not checking the item’s eligibility for AmazonGlobal: Some items from third-party
sellers may have hidden shipping surcharges. Always look for the “AmazonGlobal Eligible”
badge.

e Assuming free shipping always applies: Free shipping offers are only valid on specific
items and order values. Read the fine print.

e Ordering multiple separate items from different sellers: This often results in multiple
shipping charges. Try to consolidate.

 Ignoring exchange rates: Amazon shows prices in USD, AUD, or GBP. Your bank’s

conversion rate and foreign transaction fees can add 2-4% to your final cost. Consider using a
credit card with no international fees.

CONCLUSION

Navigating Amazon shipping costs to New Zealand doesn’t have to be overwhelming. By
understanding how pricing works—depending on weight, speed, seller, and marketplace—you can
make informed decisions and avoid unnecessary expenses. Always use the “Ship to New Zealand”
filter, compare costs across Amazon.com, Amazon.com.au, and Amazon.co.uk, and look out for free
shipping promotions. Remember to factor in the Import Fees Deposit, which simplifies customs
compliance. With the right approach, Amazon remains a powerful tool for Kiwis seeking global
products at competitive prices. Happy shopping!



