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THE ENDURING
POWER OF THE
RIME OF THE
ANCIENT MARINER
POEM

F e w  w o r k s  i n  t h e
Eng l i sh  language
possess  the  haunting,
spectral  qual ity  of
S a m u e l  T a y l o r
C o l e r i d g e ' s
masterwork, The Rime
o f  t h e  A n c i e n t
Mariner  Poem.  First
published  in  1798  as
p a r t  o f  t h e
g r o u n d b r e a k i n g
co l lect ion  Lyr ica l

Ballads,  this  narrative
poem  has  captivated,
puzzled,  and  inspired
readers  for  over  two
centuries. It is a tale of
t r a n s g r e s s i o n ,
s u p e r n a t u r a l
punishment,  and  the
slow,  painful  path  to
r e d e m p t i o n .  B u t
beyond  its  gripping
story of a sailor cursed
a f t e r  k i l l i n g  a n
albatross, the poem is
a  profound meditation
o n  h u m a n i t y ' s
re la t ionsh ip  w i th
nature, the psychology
of guilt, and the power
of  storytelling  itself.
For  any  student  of
literature,  a  lover  of
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gothic  romance,  or  a
seeker of moral fables,
returning to this poem
is  like  gazing  into  a
strange, crystalline sea
that  reflects  both
beauty  and  terror.

The Core
Narrative:
A
Wedding
Guest
Held

Spellboun
d
The  poem's  brilliance
begins  with  its  frame
story. A weathered, old
sai lor—the  t i tu lar
Ancient Mariner—stops
a  young  man  on  his
w a y  t o  a  j o y f u l
wedding  feast.  The
Wedd ing  Guest  i s
impatient,  anxious  to
join  the  celebration,
but  he  is  helplessly
transfixed  by  the
Mariner's  "glittering
eye." This is the crucial
hook:  the  Mar iner
must


