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For generations of
readers, the name
"Mrs. Piggle Wiggle"
instantly conjures
images of upside-down
houses, magical cures,
and a peculiar,
wonderful woman who
understood children
better than anyone
else. Written by the
gifted storyteller Betty
MacDonald, the Mrs.

Piggle Wiggle series
remains a cornerstone
of classic children's
literature. First
published in the late
1940s, these stories
have delighted parents
and children alike,

offering a blend of
whimsy, gentle
discipline, and

profound insight into
the human condition.
In a world that often
rushes toward the next
digital distraction,
returning to the pages
of Mrs Piggle Wiggle
By Betty Macdonald
feels like coming home
to a warm, slightly
dusty kitchen filled
with the scent of
freshly baked cookies.


https://www.remodelicious.com/

But what is it about
this unconventional
nanny that continues
to capture hearts? Let
us step into her
charming, chaotic
world and explore the
magic, the wisdom,
and the enduring
appeal of this beloved
series.

THE WORLD OF
MRS. PIGGLE-
WIGGLE: AN
INTRODUCTION

Imagine a small,
upside-down house
where the front door is
at the back and the
roof sits cheerfully at
the bottom. This is the
home of Mrs. Piggle-
Wiggle, a delightfully
unconventional woman
with a tiny, elderly
husband named Mr.
Piggle-Wiggle, who is
forever traveling with
his pirate ship. She
lives alone with her
talking parrot and a

menagerie of animals,
but her real
companions are the
neighborhood children.
Every day after school,
they flock to her house,
not for discipline or
lessons, but for the
sheer joy of her
company. She listens
to them, plays with
them, and has an
uncanny knack for
understanding their
deepest motivations.
She is not a teacher or
a parent, but a friend
and a source of
magical solutions to
common childhood
problems, from
refusing to take a bath
to never putting things
away.

When parents are at
their wits' end, they
come to Mrs. Piggle-
Wiggle. She listens
patiently, nods sagely,
and then retreats to
her kitchen, where she
brews peculiar
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concoctions and treats.

Her "cures" are not
punishments but
brilliant, often

humorous, adventures
that allow children to
experience the natural
consequences of their
habits. A child who
refuses to bathe might
be given a magical
powder that makes
radishes grow from
their ears. A messy
child might be visited
by a family of
"Whisperers" who hide
all their belongings.
The magic is not about
coercion but about
gentle revelation,
allowing the child to
see their own behavior
in a new light.

The Core
Philosoph

Learning
Through
Experienc
e

The underlying
philosophy of Mrs
Piggle Wiggle By
Betty Macdonald is
deceptively simple yet
profoundly  effective.
Instead of scolding,
shaming, or imposing
rigid rules, Mrs. Piggle-
Wiggle designs playful
experiments. She
understands that a
child who refuses to
clean their room does
not necessarily lack
intelligence; they lack
a compelling reason to
care. By introducing a
"cure" that makes the
problem worse in a



funny, harmless way,
she allows the child to
experience the very
annoyance they are
causing others. The
boy who never hangs
up his coat eventually
becomes frustrated by
the chaos, not because
he is told to be, but
because he feels it in
his bones. This method
of learning through
experience, rather than
through lecture, is a
masterstroke of child
psychology presented
within a delightful,
magical framework.

BETTY
MACDONALD: THE
AUTHOR BEHIND
THE MAGIC

To fully appreciate Mrs
Piggle Wiggle By
Betty Macdonald, it
helps to understand
the woman who
created her. Betty Bard
MacDonald was born in
1907 in Colorado. Her

life was not as idyllic as
the world of Mrs.
Piggle-Wiggle. She
faced significant
hardships, including a
difficult first marriage
and a period living in a
chicken coop on a rural
farm in Washington.
She chronicled these
experiences in her
best-selling adult
memoir, "The Egg and
[," which became a
massive success and
was later adapted into
a film and a Broadway
play. This book brought
her fame, but it was
her love for her own
children and her sharp
observations of
childhood that led her
to create Mrs. Piggle-
Wiggle.

MacDonald's writing
style is infused with a
wry, gentle humor and
a deep respect for the
intelligence of children.
She never talks down
to her young readers.

4 Mrs Piggle Wiggle By Betty

2024-04-09

Macdonald



Mrs Piggle Wiggle By Betty Macdonald 5

Instead, she presents
them with complex
situations and allows
them to laugh at the
absurdity, all while
absorbing a valuable
lesson. Her ability to
see the world from a
child's perspective -
where losing a favorite
toy is a genuine
tragedy and being
forced to take a nap is
an act of tyranny - is
what makes the stories
so authentic. The Mrs
Piggle Wiggle By
Betty Macdonald
series  reflects her
belief that children are
inherently good but
occasionally need a
creative nudge in the
right direction.

THE STRUCTURE
AND CHARM OF
THE BOOKS

The original book, "Mrs.
Piggle-Wiggle,"

published in 1947, was
followed by "Mrs.

Piggle-Wiggle's Magic,"
"Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle's
Farm," and "Hello, Mrs.
Piggle-Wiggle." Each
book is structured as a
collection of
interconnected short
stories. Typically, a
story begins with a
parent - often a
flustered mother -
confiding in Mrs.
Piggle-Wiggle about a
specific problem.
Common issues include
the "Never-Want-to-Go-
to-Bedder," the
"Answer-Backer," the
"Slow-Eater-Tiny-Bite-
Taker," or the
"Interrupters." These
delightfully descriptive
names are a hallmark
of the series.

Memorabl
e Cures



and Their
Genius

Let's explore a few of
the most iconic cures
from Mrs Piggle
Wiggle By Betty
Macdonald:

e The Radish
Cure: For the
stubbornly
unwashed child,
Mrs. Piggle-
Wiggle provides
a powder that,
when sprinkled
on the child's
pillow, causes
radishes and
other interesting
things to grow
from their dirty
skin. The child
must then scrub

cleanliness
through a
brilliantly
ridiculous
biological
consequence.
The
Whisperers: For
the child who
refuses to put
things away, Mrs.
Piggle-Wiggle
sends a small,
invisible family
called the
Whisperers. They
take things just
as the child is
about to use
them. A pencil
disappears mid-
drawing, a shoe
vanishes just
before a race.
The utter
frustration of not
having things

vigorously to where they
remove the belong teaches
vegetation, the child the
learning the necessity of
value of order far more
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effectively than
any lecture.

e The Tattletale
Cure: For the
child who
constantly
tattles, Mrs.
Piggle-Wiggle
gives a
"Tattletale" gun
that shoots a
gum-like
substance. The
more the child
tattles, the more
entangled and
trapped they
become, learning
that excessive
reporting leads
to personal
sticky situations.

These cures are never
cruel. They are absurd,
imaginative, and
perfectly suited to the
child's level of
understanding. They
work because they turn
a choreoraruleinto a
game with a built-in
lesson.

THE ENDURING
APPEAL OF MRS.
PIGGLE-WIGGLE

Why does Mrs Piggle
Wiggle By Betty
Macdonald remain
relevant, decades after
its initial publication?
The secret lies in its
universal themes. All
children, at some
point, resist bedtime,
refuse to eat their
vegetables, or forget to
pick up their toys. The
problems are timeless.
However, the magic of
the series is not just in
solving problems; it is
in celebrating the very
nature of childhood -
its energy, its
resistance to
conformity, and its
boundless imagination.

Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle
herself is a powerful
role model. She is an
independent, wise, and
deeply kind woman
who has created a life



of joy and purpose. She
is not a parent, which
gives her a unique
perspective. She can
be a friend and a
confidante without the
emotional baggage of
a family relationship.
She represents the
idea that there is
always another way,
that problems can be
solved with creativity
and a little bit of
laughter. In a world
that often takes itself
too seriously, she is a
refreshing breath of
whimsy.

A
Parent's
Secret
Weapon

For parents, the Mrs

books offer more than
just a good story. They
provide a toolkit for
creative discipline.
Many parents have
found themselves
adapting her "cures"
or, at the very least,
adopting her playful,
patient attitude. The
books teach parents to
step back, observe,
and find the humor in a
situation rather than
reacting with anger.
The reminder that a
child is not being "bad"
but is simply acting like
a child is a powerful,
calming message.
Reading these stories
aloud becomes a
shared experience that
strengthens the bond
between parent and
child, allowing them to
laugh together at the
very struggles they
face daily.

Piggle Wiggle By CRITICAL
Betty Macdonald
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ANALYSISAND clever
LITERARY

SIGNIFICANCE

From a literary
standpoint, Mrs
Piggle Wiggle By
Betty Macdonald is a
masterclass in
characterization and
structure. Mrs. Piggle-
Wiggle is a fully
realized character,
despite the fantastical
elements surrounding
her. She is pragmatic
yet magical, nurturing
yet firm. The
supporting characters -
the parents, the
children, the talking
parrot - are all distinct
and memorable. The
use of language is
superb. MacDonald
employs a rich,
descriptive vocabulary
that is accessible to
young readers but
never simplistic. The
names of the children
and their conditions

and
engaging, encouraging
children to see their
own foibles with a
sense of humor.

The series also subtly
addresses social and
emotional growth. The
stories often deal with
complex emotions like
jealousy, selfishness,
and the desire for
attention. For instance,
the cure for the
"Answer-Backer" (a
child who talks back)
involves a magic
whistle that makes the
child's own backtalk
physically manifest in a
silly, embarrassing
way. This teaches the
child to think before
speaking, not through
punishment, but
through a tangible,
humorous

consequence. The
books model emotional
intelligence, showing
children that their
actions have effects on



themselves and others.

Comparin
g to
Other
Children's
Classics

One might compare
Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle to
other iconic figures in
children's literature,
such as Mary Poppins
or Pippi Longstocking.
Like Mary Poppins, she
is @ magical figure who
solves household
problems. However,
Mary Poppins is prim
and proper, whereas
Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle is
messy and earthy. Like
Pippi, she is
unconventional and
lives without traditional
adult supervision, but
she is far more
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nurturing and socially
integrated. Mrs. Piggle-
Wiggle occupies a
unique niche: she is
the grandmother you
wish you had, the
eccentric neighbor who
always has the best
advice and the most
wonderful stories. This
blend of warmth and
magic is her
trademark.

THE LEGACY OF
THE SERIES IN
MODERN TIMES

In recent years, there
has been a resurgence
of interest in classic
children's literature,
and Mrs Piggle
Wiggle By Betty
Macdonald is no
exception. The books
are still in print, and
new generations are
discovering them. They
have been adapted
into audio recordings
and television specials.
However, the core
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appeal remains purely
literary. The books
encourage reading
aloud, a practice that is
known to boost
literacy, vocabulary,
and family bonding.

There is also a growing
appreciation for the
gentle, vintage
aesthetic of the stories.
In a high-tech world,
the simple, analog
magic of a woman who
cures bad habits with a
smile and a pinch of
her "magic" charms
feels deeply
comforting. The books
are a reminder that the
best solutions are often
the simplest and that
laughter is the most
potent medicine for the
ills of daily life.

WHY YOU SHOULD
INTRODUCE YOUR
CHILD TO MRS.
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PIGGLE-WIGGLE

If you are a parent,
grandparent, or
educator looking for a
book that is both

entertaining and
enriching, look no
further than Mrs

Piggle Wiggle By
Betty Macdonald.
Here are a few
compelling reasons:

* Positive
Discipline: It
models a
creative, non-
punitive
approach to
common
behavioral
issues.
Encourages
Laughter: The
absurd situations
are genuinely
funny for both
children and
adults.



