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INTRODUCTION:
THE HIDDEN
CANVAS OF
THEODOR GEISEL

When we think of Dr.
Seuss, our minds
immediately fill with
whimsical

characters—the Cat in
the Hat, Horton the
Elephant, and the
Grinch. For decades,
Theodor Seuss Geisel
was celebrated as the
beloved children's
author who taught us
to read with rhythm
and rhyme. Yet, behind
the closed doors of his
La Jolla studio, Geisel
nurtured a second, far

more private creative
life. This was The
Secret Art Of Dr
Seuss, a remarkable
collection of paintings,
sculptures, and
drawings that
remained hidden from
public view for most of
his career. These works
reveal a different side
of the artist—darker,
more surreal, and
deeply personal.

The story of this hidden
collection is one of
artistic duality. Geisel
once remarked that he
never considered
himself a fine artist,
yet he produced over
1,200 privately held
artworks during his
lifetime. Most of these


https://www.remodelicious.com/

were never intended
for publication. They
were created for his
own pleasure, for his
wife Helen, and for a
small circle of friends.
It was only after
Geisel's death in 1991
that the world began to
glimpse the full
breadth of his secret
artistic practice.

THE HIDDEN
WORLD OF DR.
SEUSS'S FINE ART

For nearly sixty years,
Geisel maintained a
strict separation
between his
professional work as a
children's book author
and his private artistic
explorations. By day,
he crafted the carefully
controlled illustrations
that accompanied his
books. By night, he
allowed himself
complete creative
freedom. The Secret
Art Of Dr Seuss

encompasses oil
paintings, watercolors,
mixed-media works,
and even sculptural
pieces that defy easy
categorization.

What makes these
works so compelling is
their raw, unpolished
quality. Unlike the
clean, commercial lines
of his published
illustrations, these
private pieces often
feature looser
brushwork, bolder color
choices, and more
ambiguous themes.
They feel less like
children's book art and
more like the output of
a European surrealist
working in isolation.
Geisel once described
his secret art as "the
things I do for myself."

A
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Different

Palette:

The

Colors of

Night

One of the most
striking differences
between Geisel's public
and private work is his
use of color. His
children's books rely on

bright, primary
hues—reds, blues, and
yellows that pop

against white pages. In
contrast, The Secret
Art Of Dr Seuss often
employs muted, moody
tones. Deep purples,
midnight blues, and
earthy browns
dominate many of
these pieces. The
palette shifts from the
sunny optimism of The

Cat in the Hat to
something more
contemplative and
even melancholic.

This shift is particularly
evident in what Geisel
called his "Midnight
Paintings." These
works, created late at
night after a full day of
professional work,
capture the quiet
solitude of the artist's
inner world. They feel
introspective, as
though Geisel was
painting not for an
audience but for
himself alone.

THE ORIGINS OF
THE SECRET
COLLECTION

The roots of The
Secret Art Of Dr
Seuss stretch back to
Geisel's early career.
Before he became a
children's author, he
worked as a
commercial illustrator




and political cartoonist.
His art appeared in
publications like Judge,
Life, and Vanity Fair.
During World War I, he
created propaganda
posters for the U.S.
Treasury Department.
These experiences
taught him discipline
and craftsmanship, but
they also left him
hungry for creative
expression without
commercial

constraints.

In the 1930s and
1940s, Geisel began
experimenting with oil
painting in earnest. He
set up a separate easel
in his studio, reserved
exclusively for personal

work. Over the
decades, he
accumulated a

substantial body of
pieces that he stored
away in portfolios,
cabinets, and even
under his bed. Helen
Geisel, his first wife,

was one of the few
people who saw these
works regularly. She
encouraged him to
continue painting,
recognizing that this
private practice was
essential to his well-
being.

The
Impact of
Helen
Geisel

Helen Palmer Geisel
played a pivotal role in
nurturing The Secret
Art Of Dr Seuss. She
was not only his wife
but also his editor and
creative collaborator.
Helen understood that

Geisel needed an
outlet beyond
children's literature.

She often selected the
paintings that would
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THEUNORTHODOX,
rotating them
seasonally as though
curating a private
gallery. After her death
in 1967, Geisel's secret
art took on even
greater personal
significance. It became
a way for him to
process grief,
memorialize memories,
and maintain a
connection to his past.

Audrey Geisel, his
second wife, later
became the steward of
his hidden legacy. It
was Audrey who
recognized that these
works deserved public
attention. She
organized the first
exhibitions of The
Secret Art Of Dr
Seuss in the 1990s,
allowing the world to
finally see what had
been hidden for so
long.

SCULPTURES OF
DR. SEUSS

Perhaps the most
surprising aspect of
The Secret Art Of Dr
Seuss is Geisel's work
in three dimensions.
Beginning in the
1930s, he created a
series of sculptural
pieces that he called
"Unorthodox

Taxidermy." These are
not mere sculptures;
they are fantastical,
imaginary creatures
constructed from real

animal parts that
Geisel collected over
many years.

Using beaks, horns,
antlers, and feathers
from actual animals,
Geisel assembled
hybrid creatures that
resemble nothing in
nature. One piece,
titled "The Sea Wolf of
Cromarty," combines
the head of a wolf with



the body of a fish.
Another, "The Quail
Fichot," uses tiny bird
parts to create a
creature that seems to
have stepped out of a
Seussian landscape.
These works are eerie,
playful, and utterly
original.

Taxiderm
y as
Artistic
Rebellion

Geisel's taxidermy
sculptures represent a
form of artistic
rebellion. In the 1930s,
the taxidermy trade
was booming, and
most practitioners
aimed for realistic
recreations of animals.
Geisel took the
opposite approach. He
deliberately created

creatures that could
never exist, mocking
the very idea of
naturalistic taxidermy.
These pieces are filled
with visual puns and
inside jokes, reflecting
Geisel's lifelong love of
wordplay translated
into physical form.

The "Unorthodox
Taxidermy" pieces
were never
commercially
produced. They remain
rare, with only a few
dozen in existence.
Collectors today pay
hundreds of thousands
of dollars for these
works, recognizing
them as some of the
most original sculptural
art of the twentieth
century.

THE MIDNIGHT
PAINTINGS: ART
AFTER DARK

Central to The Secret
Art Of Dr Seuss is the

6 The Secret Art Of Dr Seuss

2026-05-27



The Secret Art Of Dr Seuss 7

series known as the
"Midnight Paintings."
These works were
created during the late
hours, often between
midnight and dawn.
Geisel would retreat to
his studio after dinner,
pour himself a glass of
sherry, and paint until
the early morning.
These sessions were
his escape from the
pressures of his
publishing career.

The Midnight Paintings
share certain
characteristics. They
are typically small in
scale, rarely larger
than 24 by 30 inches.
They feature dreamlike
landscapes populated
by strange, solitary
figures. Many include a
single, enigmatic
character standing
against a vast, abstract
background. The mood
is quiet, introspective,
and often tinged with
melancholy.

Recurring
Motifs In
the
Midnight
Works

Several motifs recur
throughout the
Midnight Paintings.
One is the "Lone
Figure"—a solitary
being, often with
exaggerated features,
standing alone in an
expansive space.
Another is the "Moon,"
which appears
frequently as a pale,
distant orb. Trees with
twisted branches,
barren landscapes, and
abstract architectural
forms also feature
prominently.

These recurring
elements suggest that



Geisel was working
through personal
themes in these
paintings. The lone
figures may represent
his own sense of
isolation as an artist.
The moons and night
skies evoke the
temporal setting of
their creation—the
quiet hours when the
rest of the world slept.
The Secret Art Of Dr
Seuss becomes, in
these works, a visual
diary of Geisel's inner
life.

HOW THE SECRET
ART CHANGES OUR
VIEW OF DR.
SEUSS

Discovering The
Secret Art Of Dr
Seuss forces us to
reconsider everything
we thought we knew
about the man behind
the children's books.
The popular image of
Geisel is that of a

cheerful, slightly
eccentric uncle figure.
His secret art reveals
someone far more
complex—an artist
wrestling with
existential questions,
experimenting with
form and technique,
and refusing to be
limited by his public
persona.

Art critics have drawn
comparisons between
Geisel's private works
and the surrealists of
the early twentieth
century. There are
echoes of Salvador Dali
in his dreamlike
landscapes, and hints
of Joan Miré in his
abstract forms. Yet
Geisel's style remains
entirely his own. His
secret art is not
derivative; it is an
extension of his unique
visual language, freed
from the constraints of
commercial publishing.
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A Legacy
of

Creative
Freedom

Perhaps the most
important lesson of
The Secret Art Of Dr
Seuss is the value of
creative freedom.
Geisel never intended
these works for sale or
exhibition. He created
them purely for the joy
of making art. This lack
of external pressure
gave him permission to
take risks, fail,
experiment, and grow
as an artist. The result
is a body of work that
feels alive with
possibility.

For aspiring artists,
Geisel's example is
instructive. He shows
us that the work we do

for ourselves—the
secret projects, the
private experiments,
the art we make when
no one is
watching—can be just
as important as the
work we produce for
public consumption. In
fact, it may be more
important, because it is
here that we discover
who we truly are as
creators.

EXHIBITIONS AND
PUBLIC RECEPTION

Since the first public
exhibition of The
Secret Art Of Dr
Seuss in 1994, these
works have toured
museums and galleries
worldwide. The
response has been
overwhelmingly

positive. Audiences are
fascinated by the
opportunity to see a
different side of a
beloved figure. Critics
have praised the



technical skill and
emotional depth of the
paintings.

Several exhibitions
have focused
specifically on the
Midnight Paintings,

presenting them as a
cohesive series. Others
have highlighted the
Unorthodox Taxidermy,
giving these strange
sculptures their
moment in the
spotlight. In 2019, a
major retrospective at
the San Diego Museum
of Art brought together
over 200 pieces from
the secret collection,
offering  the  most
comprehensive view
yet of Geisel's private
practice.

Collecting
the
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Secret Art

For collectors, The
Secret Art Of Dr
Seuss represents a
unique opportunity.
Unlike his published
illustrations, which
exist in thousands of
copies, these works are
one-of-a-kind. Prices at
auction have soared in
recent years, with
some paintings selling
for over a million
dollars. Yet for serious
collectors, the appeal
goes beyond
investment. Owning a
piece of Geisel's secret
art means holding a
fragment of his private
world.

The market for these
works remains strong,
driven by demand from
both longtime Seuss
fans and fine art
collectors. The secret
art has carved out its
own niche in the art
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world, recognized for
its originality and
historical significance.

THE ENDURING
INFLUENCE OF THE
SECRET ART

The influence of The
Secret Art Of Dr
Seuss extends beyond
the art market.
Contemporary artists
have cited Geisel's
private works as
inspiration for their
own practice. His
fearless blending of
surrealism, folk art,
and personal
symbolism has opened
doors for artists who
work outside traditional
categories.

Moreover, the secret
art has changed how
we teach Dr. Seuss in
schools. Art educators

now include
discussions of Geisel's
fine art alongside
lessons on his
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children's books.
Students learn that
creativity is not limited
to a single medium or
audience—that the
same person can
produce both Green
Eggs and Ham and a
haunting, solitary
midnight painting.

A Window
into the
Artist's
Soul

Ultimately, The Secret
Art Of Dr Seuss offers
us something precious:
a window into the soul
of one of the most
beloved creators of the
twentieth century.
These works are not
better than his
children's books. They
are different. They
complement and



deepen our
understanding of
Geisel as a human
being, an artist, and a
man who never
stopped exploring the
boundaries of his own
imagination.

The next time you read
The Lorax or Oh, the
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Places You'll Go!,
remember that the
same hands that drew
the Truffula trees also
painted lonely figures
beneath midnight
moons. Theodor Geisel
gave us worlds of joy
and wonder in his
books.
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